
         St. John the Baptist Church  
   Located at 509 E. 26th Street,  Erie, PA  16504 

  

Holy Rosary Church    
Located at E. 28th & East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504 

 

 MASS SCHEDULE—SUSPENDED  
SATURDAY EVENING MASS 4:00 PM   

 St. John the Baptist (April to September) 

 Holy Rosary (October to March)    
 

SUNDAY MORNING MASS    
 8:00 AM at St. John the Baptist  
 10:30 AM  at Holy Rosary  
 

DAILY MASS 
 8:00 AM Mon & Thurs  at  Holy Rosary   
    Wed & Fri  at  St. John the Baptist  
 

CONFESSIONS   2:30-3:30 PM—SUSPENDED 
    

 

Rev. John B. Jacquel, Pastor 

May 3, 2020   Fourth Sunday of Easter  

 

Partnered Parish Office 
2701 East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504-2999 
St. John the Baptist  814-454-2873 
secretary@sjberie.org  
Holy Rosary   814-456-4254 
parish.secretary@holyrosaryerie.org  
 

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 
8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.    Office CLOSED Fridays   

 

Faith Formation Ministry at St. Luke Parish 
Director: Sister Carmen Maldonado, SSC 
814-825-6920 Ext 237      
 

Partnered Parish Website:  
stjohn-holyrosary-erie.org/  
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     Something that the “problem” (or opportunity) presented by 
our hunkering down has provided – more reading time. 
Although I have a big list of books I’d recommend – here are 
some I’ve just recently read: 
   Some nonfiction can read like an engrossing page-turning 
novel. One such book is David Grann’s Killers of the Flower 
Moon (2018), which is about the murders of many Osage 
Tribe Native Americans. They had been relocated to 
Oklahoma on a reservation that was found to contain some of 
the richest oil deposits in the country. Thus, the tribe wisely 
apportioned the “head rights” to each member, thus making 
them the wealthiest (in terms of cash) tribe in the United 
States, and thus targets for white settlers who either married 
or were appointed guardians of those with the money. What 
followed was a “Reign of Terror” where hundreds of them were 
killed while the money passed on to others. I knew nothing of 
this heinous conspiracy and mass murder until this book, the 
subject of which also coincides with the rise of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 
   C.S. Lewis had some great essays on Christianity, but he 
also had some fine fiction – including the Chronicles of Narnia 
and the space trilogy (Out of the Silent Planet, Perelandra, 
That Hideous Strength). He also wrote The Screwtape Letters 
and The Great Divorce (1946), which I recently re-visited. 
The main character finds he’s in a line, climbing into and riding 
a bus to what he imagines is heaven. There, strange 
interactions are observed between his ghost-like fellow riders 
and what he terms Solid People, who are glorious and whole. 
He soon realizes that his companions have come from a place 
that’s not heaven and to which many choose to return. He 
makes you realize, essentially, the choice is ours. 
   About two years ago, I read Martin Laird’s Into the Silent 
Land (2006), which is a rich reflection upon contemplative 
prayer. His subsequent book, A Sunlit Absence (2011), is to 
be even more highly recommended. He deftly handles the age
-old questions about distractions and boredom and other such 
natural obstacles with a little touch of humor as well. Then, he 
collects up a variety of frequently asked questions into a final 
chapter, shedding light on so much that seems to elude most 
of us. For this book, I am most grateful. And, he recently came 
out with a third book, An Ocean of Light (2018). 

     Fr. John 

In Remembrance  
Our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of 

Chester Wozniak and Melvyn G. Rote. 

May he rest in peace. 

St. John & Holy Rosary Eastside Food Pantry                          

Serving Those in Need  
      

     Food Distribution is the 3rd Thursday of each month from 6 
- 7 p.m. in the former Holy Rosary school. Use the 27th St. 
parking lot. The food distribution is curbside ONLY until further 
notice. 
     Food donations are always welcome. During the Covid-19 
pandemic and social distancing requirements,  please call the 
church office at 456-4254. Ring the bell and leave your donations 
outside the office door. Donations can ONLY be made during 
regular office hours Monday—Thursday, 8 am to 4:30 p.m. 
Questions?  Call Jean Burns at 814-397-6909 or Marilyn Mead at 
814-460-6220. Next distribution: May 21 

Let the bells ring with prayer 

Church bells are traditionally a call to prayer. In 
the Diocese of Erie, Bishop Persico has asked 
that church bells ring at noon on Sundays as a 
hopeful reminder to the community of solidarity in 
this challenging time. He has requested that Catholics pray 
the Prayer in Time of Pandemic every day at noon.  

Prayer in Time of Pandemic  

Lord Jesus,  
You came to bring salvation to our world.  

You humbled yourself to accept death on a cross.  
Be with us as we confront the spread of the coronavirus 

with courage and hope.  
Be present to the sick and to those who  

accompany them in their suffering.  
Strengthen our medical professionals and caregivers;  
comfort families who are separated from one another.  
Protect those who are at risk of the virus in their work.  

Grant wisdom to our civic officials  
and perseverance to scientists.  

Spare us from the ravages of this illness  
and console us in our uncertainty and fear.  

Unite us in hope, enlighten us in faith,  
and give us the grace as a Church to love one another as 

You have loved us.  
Through the intercession of our Heavenly Mother,  
we make this prayer as we place our trust in You.  

Amen.  
Imprimatur, April 8, 2020  

The Most Reverend Lawrence T. Persico, J.C.L.  
— Bishop of Erie  

 

Child protection and creating safe environments   - 
National CyberTipline: The National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children’s CyberTipline is the nation’s centralized 
reporting system for the online exploitation of children. 
Anyone can make reports of suspected online enticement of 
children for sexual acts, molestation, child pornography, child 
sex tourism, child sex trafficking (includes prostitution), child 
sextortion and unsolicited obscene materials sent to a child. 
Misleading domain names, misleading words or digital images 
on the internet can also be reported to the CyberTipline.  
NCMEC staff review each tip and work to find a potential 
location for the incident reported so that it may be made 
available to the appropriate law-enforcement agency for 
possible investigation.  NCMEC provides resources/help in 
removing an online image. Reports can be made 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week online at www.cybertipline.org or 
by calling (800) 843-5678. Visit https://www.eriercd.org/
childprotection/  to see what the diocese is doing to help 
maintain safe environments for children and youth. 
 

Good Shepherd Collection 

This weekend all parishes and missions in the Diocese of Erie 
are taking a special collection to support the needs of our 
retired Diocesan priests.  The Good Shepherd collection will 
assist those dedicated priests who are retired and in need of 
supplementary assistance for expenses such as non-insured 
medical costs, nursing home and long-term care assistance. 
Your generosity will make a difference in the lives of priests 
who have served faithfully and your priests serving you now. 
Your gift will be a “thank you” for their many years of faithful 
service. Help provide them the same love and generosity they 
provided for us for generations. 
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 Monday, May 4 
HR Ron Kujawinski (Jerry Kowalski Family) 

     Wednesday, May 6 

SJB  Celia Prezwicki (Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Preston) 
 

     Thursday, May 7 
HR   Angelo & Mafalda Cipriani (Family)  
 

     Friday, May 8 
SJB    Gordon & Eileen Gaither (Daughter-Cindy) 

     Saturday, May 9 
SJB Johanna Rachocki (Family) 

     Sunday, May 10 

SJB      For all Living & Deceased Parishioners  

HR       Ruth Sins (Pat Fronzaglia)   

 

The Sanctuary Candle is lit this week in memory of  
Andrew J. Yeargain, Jr. (Wife & Daughter).  

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Readings Next Weekend  
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

1st Reading: Acts 6:1-7 

2nd Reading: 1 Pt 2:4-9 

Gospel: John 14:1-12 
 

A Family Perspective: In today’s gospel Jesus tells us, 
HE IS THE WAY and warns anyone who offers “another way” 
to happiness is “a thief and a bandit.” Strong words!  Don’t 
listen to the sales pitch of society for happiness.  Look to loved 
ones  where God is present and “calls you by name and leads 
you to abundant life.” 

  

 TO REQUEST PRAYER OR  
TO JOIN THE PEOPLE PRAYING 

HR: Jean Zimmer at 814-746-9396 or Bob Zimmer at 
robertzimmer379@gmail.com 

SJB: Allene Kraus at 825-3501 or Lois Reiser at 459-3373 
 

May 3, 2020 

Creating beauty inside and outside Holy Rosary 
 

   There’s nothing like seeing the first 
flowers of spring to help lift our spirits. 
As  the restrictions continue amid the 
Coronavirus pandemic, seeing a little 
beauty is good for the soul. The tulips 
shown at the left are from the gardens 
at Holy Rosary. 
   Volunteer gardener Paul Gostomski 
has enjoyed working the gardens and 
grounds at Holy Rosary. He has always 
found a special joy in working outside 
beside God, using his hands to 
enhance God’s creation.  

   "It's a peaceful time to pray while I work. It takes less than a 
minute to say a Hail Mary. You can pray a rosary during 20 
minutes of work," says Paul. 
   When Paul’s wife Evelyn was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s 
eight years ago, Paul gave up his daily fishing trips. He 
needed to be closer to home and since he lives only a few 
blocks from the church, beautifying the church property was a 
good fit for him and his way of staying connected to his 
parish. 
   “I don’t think people know we have a beautiful courtyard 
with a sitting area. They can come to pray, read a book or just 
be outside. It is not just my church; we all belong here. I do it 
for all of us to enjoy,” says Paul. 
   Inside Holy Rosary the environment is beautified by Julie 
Sins, the environment minister. Julie says “while decorating 
for the seasons I like to bring the creation we experience 
outside into our worship space."  
   While parishioners were not able to 
gather in our worship spaces this 
year, both Holy Rosary and St. John 
were beautified with large wooden 
crosses, draped in white and with the 
quintessential flower of Easter—lilies
–placed at the foot of each cross. 
      “For me, it stands as a sign of the 
new life in Christ, sometimes His life 
seems hidden but in hope we are 
reminded that we are never far apart 
from Him or each other,” says Julie. 
   Flowers for Easter and Christmas 
are supported by donations from 
members of Holy Rosary and St. 
John the Baptist and purchased at Potratz and Stan’s. The 
spring flowers, displayed inside Holy Rosary at Easter, are 
then planted outside by Paul and Julie. These flowers are 
then cut to bring natural fragrance and beauty inside. 
   “We couldn’t do it without the generous flower donations 
from our parishioners and special church groups,”  says Julie. 
   This year, The Knights of Columbus are supporting the 
planting of annuals in the gardens and will serve as a 
welcome back to parishioners when members are allowed to 
return to Mass in-person. 
   “I let the Word of God be my guide and right now, more 
than ever I’m trying to set my mind on things above while we 
are away from each other,” says Julie.  
   Paul says “I am blessed with good health at age 83. I get 

exercise while I work plus a 
sense of accomplishment.” 
   If you are interested in 
joining this ministry, contact 
Paul Gostomski or Julie Sins. 
They would love to share the 
joy they have found in 
volunteering and creating 
beauty inside and outside the 
church for the people to 
enjoy. 

Join us for Mass on Facebook Live 

The partnered parishes of St. John the 
Baptist and Holy Rosary churches are live 
streaming Mass on Sundays at 9 a.m. Go 
to Facebook and search for St. John the 
Baptist Church, Erie PA. Live Streaming is also available 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 8 a.m. If you 
are not able to join Facebook Live at those times, you can go 
to the Facebook page, any time to see the video of the Mass. 
You can also go to the St. John the Baptist website https://
www.sjberie.org/  soon after the live stream and view the 
Mass at anytime and at your convenience. 

 

Attention Zoom users  
 

Stop malicious individuals from joining video meetings 
Zoom is being widely used by schools, churches and even 
families during the pandemic. There are steps Zoom users 
should take to stop bad actors from negatively affecting Zoom 
meetings. For details, go to https://blog.zoom.us/
wordpress/2020/03/20/keep-uninvited-guests-out-of-your-
zoom-event/.  
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 CARL A

& Son
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2101 Ash St.    454-2613
PHILIP A. SLOMSKI, SUPV.

 Pine Avenue Branch
 845 East 38th St. • 825-2500
Affordable Funeral Services • Preplanning

On Site Cremation Tribute Center
Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor

bruggerfuneralhomes.com 163 East 10th Street MARTY KERR
Erie, Pennsylvania 16501 814/453-4488

2087 Interchange Road, 
Erie, PA 16509 

814-864-5000 
www.marriott.com/erish 

FRANK PREGLER, D.O.
Board Certified in

Family Practice & Geriatrics
3710 Pine Avenue
454-5886

RUSSELL C. SCHMIDT & SON
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Dennis D. Schmidt-President, Supervisor
Pre-Arrangements Available

5000 Wattsburg Road • Erie, PA 16504

(814) 824-5000
www.SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan • postage • mailing
document management solutions

“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

www.dusckasfuneralhome.com

 DUSCKAS 
 FUNERAL HOME

Nancy E. Dusckas, Spvr.
2607 Buffalo Road • 899-7656

Gary J Cumming, Spvr.
536 West 10th Street • 452-2456

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 


