
         St. John the Baptist Church  
   Located at 509 E. 26th Street,  Erie, PA  16504 

  

Holy Rosary Church    
Located at E. 28th & East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504 

 

 MASS SCHEDULE—SUSPENDED  
SATURDAY EVENING MASS 4:00 PM   

 St. John the Baptist (April to September) 

 Holy Rosary (October to March)    
 

SUNDAY MORNING MASS    
 8:00 AM at St. John the Baptist  
 10:30 AM  at Holy Rosary  
 

DAILY MASS 
 8:00 AM Mon & Thurs  at  Holy Rosary   
    Wed & Fri  at  St. John the Baptist  
 

CONFESSIONS   2:30-3:30 PM—AT ST. JOHN’S 
  Or by appointment 

 

Rev. John B. Jacquel, Pastor 

May 17, 2020   Sixth Sunday of Easter  

 

Partnered Parish Office 
2701 East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504-2999 
St. John the Baptist  814-454-2873 
secretary@sjberie.org  
Holy Rosary   814-456-4254 
parish.secretary@holyrosaryerie.org  
 

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 
8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.    Office CLOSED Fridays   

 

Faith Formation Ministry at St. Luke Parish 
Director: Sister Carmen Maldonado, SSC 
814-825-6920 Ext 237      
 

Partnered Parish Website:  
stjohn-holyrosary-erie.org/ 
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   What a crucible this pandemic has been! Some, thank God, 
are doing well. Some, sad to say, have suffered and some 
have died – either infected with the coronavirus, or more likely, 
in other ways – but without normal family and spousal support 
(if they’ve been hospitalized or in a nursing facility – due to 
severe visitation restrictions). I’ve seen these firsthand, as I’ve 
been restricted, too, in being able to visit except in the dire 
emergencies of hospice or urgent need of the Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick. 
   One of the “fruits” of this tragic situation, is that I’ve become 
more aware of my disabilities. That’s part of what I mean by 
“crucible” – which is a vessel under extreme conditions 
(usually heat) which separates and helps to purify the 
substance contained therein. 
   Yes, I’ve discovered, frankly, that two personality traits have 
really disabled me – I’m an extrovert and I’m myopic 
(nearsighted). Extrovert doesn’t just mean “outgoing” – it also 
refers to the fact that to process something / make sense of it / 
think it through – I need to talk about it or express it externally. 
I can’t just think, decide, and then speak – that would be an 
introvert.  
   And myopia affects me in that I can’t see things far ahead – 
or consequences. I can focus upon what’s up close and do not 
need corrective lenses for these things (which is also my 
physical vision issue). If I were more farsighted, I’d see where 
things were going better.  
   When I realize, under the stress of the pandemic (and I think 
back upon my experience of September 11, 2001 – it was 
similar), I see that others have the advantage in being able to 
deal with shock and grief, whereas I experience more anxiety 
and paralysis at moments like these.  
   My gifts are better suited to the usual kinds of human 
experiences and I know I can be very helpful in support and 
know what to do. But I hate (don’t we all?) feeling inept and “at 
sea” regarding how to respond to these kinds of situations, as 
we’ve experienced the past two months. Nonetheless, I am 
grateful that this problem has become an opportunity to grow 
in self-awareness and understanding. We all wish we were 
different, don’t we? But when we come to a sense of 
acceptance . . . this is a God-given gift! 
     Fr. John 

  

 TO REQUEST PRAYER OR  
TO JOIN THE PEOPLE PRAYING 

HR: Jean Zimmer at 814-746-9396 or Bob Zimmer at 
robertzimmer379@gmail.com 

SJB: Allene Kraus at 825-3501 or Lois Reiser at 459-3373 

St. John & Holy Rosary 
Eastside Food Pantry                          

 

Serving Those in Need  

    
Food Distribution is the 3rd Thursday of each month from 6 
- 7 p.m. in the former Holy Rosary school. Use the 27th St. 
parking lot. The food distribution is curbside ONLY until further 
notice. 
 

     Food donations are always welcome. During the Covid-
19 pandemic and social distancing requirements,  please call 
the church office at 456-4254. Ring the bell and leave your 
donations outside the office door. Donations can ONLY be 
made during regular office hours Monday—Thursday, 8 am to 
4:30 p.m. Questions?  Call Jean Burns at 814-397-6909 or 
Marilyn Mead at 814-460-6220. Next distribution: May 21 

Diocese announces plan for  

gradual return to public worship  

during pandemic 
 
     As all 13 counties of the Diocese of Erie 
move into the yellow phase for reopening, Bishop Lawrence 
Persico has announced the diocese will take a gradual 
approach to restoring public worship in northwest 
Pennsylvania. General protocols, including the suspension of 
public Masses, remain in effect, but permission has been 
restored for pastors to schedule periods of adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament as well as times for confessions, effective 
May 10.  
     Bishop Persico will host a virtual town hall on the topic 
through Zoom on Thursday, May 21, at 7 p.m. Parishioners 
will be invited to sign up for the event through a link on the 
diocesan homepage later this week, and will be able to submit 
questions for the bishop by email. In addition, the event will be 
posted on the diocesan website after it is over. To read the full 
release about the plan, visit www.eriercd.org/news/News-
releases.html.  
 
 

St. Mark Center remains closed through May 26 

St. Mark Catholic Center in Erie will remain closed at least 
through May 26 and possibly beyond, in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The majority of employees who work at 
SMCC continue to work remotely and are able to respond to 
email and voicemail messages. The diocese is committed to 
monitoring the latest information available from reliable 
sources regarding the pandemic. Go to the diocesan website 
at www.ErieRCD.org for all of the most up-to-date information 
on the pandemic and its impact on the diocese. 

 

Memorial Day Mass cancelled 
 

The annual Memorial Day Mass at the Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery in Erie that was scheduled for May 25 has been 
cancelled this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

A new way to give online    

    Giving to St. John and Holy Rosary just got 
a lot easier. Go online to stjohn-holyrosary-
erie.org. At the top of this home page, you will 
see the logo featured at the right. Just click it. 
You will be directed to a new page. On this 
page you can select the blue online giving box 
for St. John or the pink online giving box for 
Holy Rosary. Then, just follow the prompts. 
There is also a place for you to add special instructions, and 
to designate which collection you would like to make a 
contribution.  This is a new and improvement way to give to 
St. John and Holy Rosary online. If you have any questions or 
concerns, contact the church office. Thank you! 
 

Office reminders 

     Does the church office have your current mailing 
address, cell phone number and/or email address? Please 
call Marsha in the church office and update your contact 
information.  

     Any content for bulletins is due the Sunday before the date 
of publication. Due to an early filing deadline, content for 
the May 31 bulletin is due Sunday, May 17. The church 
office will be closed on Monday, May 25 in observance of 
Memorial Day. If you have business with the office, 
mandatory social distancing is effect until further notice. Face 
masks are required to enter and a distance of six feet is to be 
maintained. 
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 Monday, May 18 
HR Patti Doss (Marge Filipowski) 

     Wednesday, May 20 

SJB  Harry Mikolajewski (Daughter– Terry) 
 

     Thursday, May 21– Ascension 
HR   For all Living & Deceased Parishioners  
SJB  Raymond Kowalik (Rosemarie Herman) 
 

     Friday, May 22 
SJB    Marilyn Tullio (Greg & Shirley Wolf) 

     Saturday, May 23 
SJB For all Living & Deceased Parishioners  

     Sunday, May 24 

SJB      Louise Dombrowski (Family) 

HR       Raymond Bianchi (Family) 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Readings Next Weekend  
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

1st Reading: Acts 1:12-14 

2nd Reading: 1 Pt 4:13-16 

Gospel: John 17:1-11a 
 

 

A Family Perspective 

In today’s gospel Jesus prepared his disciples for his 
departure. Family life is a series of departures and transitions. 
As we mature and grow older we constantly transition from the 
familiar to the new unknown. Today Jesus assures us we are 
not alone in these transitions. “I will not leave you orphans. I 
will come to you.”  

May 17, 2020 

In Remembrance  
Our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of 

Janet A. Reiser. 

May she rest in peace. 

A new ministry for 
unprecedented times: making 
masks 
   Lori Follet, a member of St. John the 
Baptist Church, pictured left, is the 
Production Manager for Johnston’s 
Evergreen Nursery. Her dad and uncle 
own the business which has remained 

open as a life-sustaining business during the Coronavirus 
crisis.  
   “Spring at the nursery is always packed with many 
challenges but the pandemic has made it a spring I have 
never experienced before,” says Lori. Her goal is to keep as 
many employees working and healthy and to care for all the 
plants and trees they have. 
     While watching one of Erie County Executive Kathy 
Dahlkemper’s daily updates on the Covid-19 pandemic, she 
announced a way for people to help in this crisis by making 
masks from old T-shirts without sewing. They put a link on 
eriecounty.gov that included a pattern. 
     “We needed masks fast once the order came in from the 
governor. I wanted to help us all have masks so we could be 
safe and keep working. I do not know how to sew but this I 
could do,” says Lori.  
     Now all Lori needed was a supply 
of old T-shirts. “I first texted Fr. John 
and he brought me T-shirts in a flash 
and then, when I needed more, I 
texted Joe Mattis, Deacon Denis, Mary 
Hoffman, and Mary Ellen Lieb.  They 
all gave me a bunch of T-shirts and I 
was glad they could help.” 
     From one T-shirt Lori can make 4 
masks. She’s given them to employees, family and friends, 
and the church office. Lori says “I feel blessed by them. I’m 
making it fun by trying to match my mask to my work shirt 
every day. Many of our employees' family members are also 
making masks out of the T-shirts that were given to us.”  
     Others have joined the mask making ministry including 
John and Evelyn Wedzikowski, members of Holy Rosary.  
     The Wedzikowskis are skilled, dedicated quilters. Each 
work on their own creative designs and sew on their own 
machines.   
     Despite the Coronavirus crisis and stay-at-home orders, 
Evelyn says “I am so blessed. I have everything I need.” They 

talked about what they could do to 
help during this pandemic and they 
decided they could sew masks. They 
had left-over fabric from the estate of 
Fred and Jean Keck. They selected a 
pattern and worked as a team cutting 
and sewing. Soon they completed 
and donated 80 masks but then they 
ran out of elastic. They have since 
placed an order for more and expect 
to resume sewing soon. 
     The Wedzikowskis also have a 

daughter who works at St. Vincent Health Center. Through 
her connections she is aware of many people who need 
masks. Any monetary donations the Wedzikowskis receive for 
the masks they are donating to the St. John & Holy Rosary 
Eastside food pantry in honor of Fred and Jean Keck.  
     A new ministry has grown out of a need to be masked 
during these challenging times. Members have found a way 
to repurpose the gifts they have been given and in turn are 
giving to others. John, Evelyn and Lori have received many 
great comments about their masks. One mask recipient told 
Lori  “thanks for thinking of me.”    

   Written by Marsha MacKinnon 

Join us for Mass on Facebook Live 

The partnered parishes of St. John the Baptist and Holy 
Rosary churches are live streaming Mass 
on Sundays at 9 a.m. Go to Facebook and 
search for St. John the Baptist Church, 
Erie PA. Live Streaming is also available 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday at 8 a.m. If you are not able to join 
Facebook Live at those times, you can go 
to the Facebook page, any time to see the video of the Mass. 
You can also go to the St. John/Holy Rosary website stjohn-
holyrosary-erie.org/ soon after the live stream and view the 
Mass at anytime and at your convenience. 
 

Attention Zoom users  
 

Stop malicious individuals from joining video meetings 
Zoom is being widely used by schools, churches and even 
families during the pandemic. There are steps Zoom users 
should take to stop bad actors from negatively affecting Zoom 
meetings. For details, go to https://blog.zoom.us/
wordpress/2020/03/20/keep-uninvited-guests-out-of-your-
zoom-event/.  
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 CARL A

& Son
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2101 Ash St.    454-2613
PHILIP A. SLOMSKI, SUPV.

 Pine Avenue Branch
 845 East 38th St. • 825-2500
Affordable Funeral Services • Preplanning

On Site Cremation Tribute Center
Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor

bruggerfuneralhomes.com 163 East 10th Street MARTY KERR
Erie, Pennsylvania 16501 814/453-4488

2087 Interchange Road, 
Erie, PA 16509 

814-864-5000 
www.marriott.com/erish 

FRANK PREGLER, D.O.
Board Certified in

Family Practice & Geriatrics
3710 Pine Avenue
454-5886

RUSSELL C. SCHMIDT & SON
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Dennis D. Schmidt-President, Supervisor
Pre-Arrangements Available

5000 Wattsburg Road • Erie, PA 16504

(814) 824-5000
www.SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan • postage • mailing
document management solutions

“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

www.dusckasfuneralhome.com

 DUSCKAS 
 FUNERAL HOME

Nancy E. Dusckas, Spvr.
2607 Buffalo Road • 899-7656

Gary J Cumming, Spvr.
536 West 10th Street • 452-2456

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 


