
         St. John the Baptist Church  
   Located at 509 E. 26th Street,  Erie, PA  16504 

  

Holy Rosary Church    
Located at E. 28th & East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504 

 

 MASS SCHEDULE—SUSPENDED  
SATURDAY EVENING MASS 4:00 PM   

 St. John the Baptist (April to September) 

 Holy Rosary (October to March)    
 

SUNDAY MORNING MASS    
 8:00 AM at St. John the Baptist  
 10:30 AM  at Holy Rosary  
 

DAILY MASS 
 8:00 AM Mon & Thurs  at  Holy Rosary   
    Wed & Fri  at  St. John the Baptist  

        CONFESSIONS   2:30-3:30 PM AT ST. JOHN’S 
                            Or by appointment 

 

Rev. John B. Jacquel, Pastor 

May 24, 2020   Seventh Sunday of Easter  

 

Partnered Parish Office 
2701 East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504-2999 
St. John the Baptist  814-454-2873 
secretary@sjberie.org  
Holy Rosary   814-456-4254 
parish.secretary@holyrosaryerie.org  
 

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 
8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.    Office CLOSED Fridays   
 

Faith Formation Ministry at St. Luke Parish 
Director: Sister Carmen Maldonado, SSC 
814-825-6920 Ext 237      
 

Partnered Parish Website:  
stjohn-holyrosary-erie.org/  
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     Some of you may wish to know how I approach a typical 
day amid a life-changing pandemic. What do I do, since 
meetings are cancelled, hospital and nursing home visits are 
not allowed, or home visits as well? 
   The first few days, I dutifully celebrated a private Mass 
(which I could never have imagined doing nor for which I had 
ever received training). This would be early – around my 
prayer time – before 8 am. Then, I would unlock the church 
door and came back later to lock up. This was at Holy Rosary 
since St John’s was being painted. Then, I would organize / 
plan my contributions to bulletin, pick up the phone and call a 
few parishioners, and take longer walks. We would briefly talk 
in our office about the things that needed done. But I did lots 
of reading and watching of conferences and a movie or two. 
   Once Mass live streaming was available – and the freshly 
painted St John’s was already equipped with wi-fi, Deacon 
Denis suggested we have Mass together at 8 am on 
weekdays and 9 am on Sundays – which worked well for all 
concerned. So, I get up on a regular schedule and prepare to 
preach, praying before, and walking before and after – all 
which makes me healthier. Many parishioners (and some 
friends in far flung places) have expressed their gratitude for 
this.  
   Sundays are busier – live stream Mass, Eucharistic 
Adoration, bell ringing and prayer at noon during the Easter 
Sundays. 
   As to meetings, more and more of them are going to 
videoconference platform (like Zoom or GoToMeeting), even 
those without a computer can call in to hear and be heard. We 
did have a St John’s Finance Council meeting a week ago in 
person (there are only four – around the big conference table 
at St John’s rectory). Holy Rosary’s Finance Council used 
Zoom. We still need to compose a budget for July 2020-June 
2021 and get this to the Diocese by month’s end. I see this for 
Pastoral Council June 9th. 
   My Jesus Caritas priest prayer fraternity continues to meet 
monthly – March, April, and May by using Zoom. As Msgr. 
Dan Arnold died suddenly March 20th, and I agreed to take 
interim leadership, we’ve had several Cursillo leaders’ 
meetings by Zoom and some live stream events, as well as a 
recorded funeral vigil service – we cannot gather people in 
person yet to give fitting tribute to his life. I’ve also presided 
over several funerals of parishioners – some in funeral homes 
– two in church. I think there are now three Memorial Masses 
we’ll schedule when we can return to some sense of 
“normalcy.”  
   So, I still definitely need my day off although this is very 
“alone” now (whereas I used to enjoy dinners and get-
togethers with family and friends). Let’s hope and pray people 
“follow the rules,” stay safe, and thus we can more quickly 
return to some sense of a social life (in person) again soon. 
                                  
     Fr. John 

St. John & Holy Rosary 
Eastside Food Pantry                         

 

Serving Those in Need  

    
Food Distribution is the 3rd Thursday of each month from 6 
- 7 p.m. in the former Holy Rosary school. Use the 27th St. 
parking lot. The food distribution is curbside ONLY until further 
notice. 
     Food donations are always welcome. During the Covid-
19 pandemic and social distancing requirements,  please call 
the church office at 456-4254. Ring the bell and leave your 
donations outside the office door. Donations can ONLY be 
made during regular office hours Monday—Thursday, 8 am to 
4:30 p.m. Questions?  Call Jean Burns at 814-397-6909 or 
Marilyn Mead at 814-460-6220. Next distribution: June 18 

Diocese announces plan for gradual 
return to public worship during 
pandemic 
As all 13 counties of the Diocese of Erie move 
into the yellow phase for reopening, Bishop 
Lawrence Persico has announced the diocese 
will take a gradual approach to restoring public worship in 
northwest Pennsylvania. General protocols, including the 
suspension of public Masses, remain in effect, but permission 
has been restored for pastors to schedule periods of adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament as well as times for confessions. 
 

St. Mark Catholic Center closed through May 26    

St. Mark Catholic Center in Erie will remain closed at least 
through May 26 and possibly beyond, in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The majority of employees who work at 
SMCC continue to work remotely and are able to respond to 
email and voicemail messages. The diocese is committed to 
monitoring the latest information available from reliable 
sources regarding the pandemic. Go to the diocesan website 
at www.ErieRCD.org for all of the most up-to-date 
information on the pandemic and its impact on the diocese. 

Office Reminders 

     Does the church office have your current mailing 
address, cell phone number and/or email address? Please 
call Marsha in the church office and update your contact 
information. The Covid-19 crisis and social distancing 
requirements, has us communicating over the internet or the 
phone. Please help us stay connected by providing the 
office with your current contact information.   

    Any content for bulletins is due the Sunday before the date 
of publication. The church office will be closed on Monday, 
May 25 in observance of Memorial Day. If you have 
business with the office, mandatory social distancing is effect 
until further notice. Face masks are required to enter and a 
distance of six feet is to be maintained. 

 

A new way to give online    

    Giving to St. John and Holy Rosary just got a 
lot easier. Go online to stjohn-holyrosary-erie.org. 
At the top of this home page, you will see the logo 
featured at the right. Just click it. You will be 
directed to a new page. On this page you can 
select the blue online giving box for St. John or 
the pink online giving box for Holy Rosary. Then, just follow 
the prompts. There is also a place for you to add special 
instructions, and to designate which collection you would like 
to make a contribution.  This is a new and improvement way 
to give to St. John and Holy Rosary online. If you have any 
questions or concerns, contact the church office. Thank you! 

 

Sunday Eucharistic Adoration  

11:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. at Holy Rosary 
Sign-up sheets at the door. 

 

Open for Prayer 

Holy Rosary Church is open for prayer Monday, Thursday and 
Sunday from 7:00 a.m. to 12 p.m. (use the chapel door) 

 

St. John the Baptist is open for prayer Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 8:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m. (use side ‘ramp’ door) 

 

Holy Hour: June 4 at 6:30 p.m. at St. John 
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 Monday, May 25 - Memorial Day 
HR Parents & Grandparents (Paul & Evelyn Gostomski) 

     Wednesday, May 27 

SJB  Edith Brace (Judy & Gary Pietrasiewicz) 
 

     Thursday, May 28 
HR   Mary O’Hara (Therese Race)  
 

     Friday, May 29 
SJB    Linda Gambill Love (St. John’s School Class of ‘66)  

     Saturday, May 30 
SJB Donald J. Lorei (Family) 

     Sunday, May 31 

SJB      For all Living & Deceased Parishioners  

HR       Victoria & Stanley Kulesza (Family)  

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Readings Next Weekend  
Pentecost Sunday 

1st Reading: Acts 2:1-11 

2nd Reading: 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 

Gospel: John 20:19-23 
 

A Family Perspective 

As Jesus appointed apostles, he also appoints parents to 
represent Him in the family; “make disciples of your children, 
baptizing and teaching them all I have taught you. Don’t worry, 
I am with you always.”  

May 24, 2020 

The Gift of Music 

     On weekday mornings I open 
the door between the church 
office and the sacristy at Holy 
Rosary, to hear the beautiful 
music played by Carl 
Poniatowski. The sound is clear, 
true, and lovely; a random 
concert  featuring many familiar 
melodies  - ‘Blest Are They,’ 
‘Holy, Holy, Holy,’ and ‘Here I 
am, Lord.’  
     “As a teenager I learned to play the trumpet. But then I 
didn’t play for some 20 years,” says Carl.  
     Today, Carl is a retiree and his passion is playing the 
flugelhorn. He worked at Erie insurance for 30 years and 
retired three years ago. The instrument he plays was 
originally stolen, then recovered by Erie Insurance and put up 
for auction.  He decided to put in a bid and got it.  
     Carl likes to tell everyone that he can play better than he 
can sing. He started playing again (after he won the bid on 
the flugelhorn) with the choir at Mount Carmel.   
     “This is a lot harder than I remember,” recalls Carl.  
     Then he asked Mary Fran Kalkhof, music director at Holy 
Rosary at the time, if he could play with the choir. Fr. Jim 
Gutting was pastor and it was Fr. Gutting who helped Carl’s 
wife, Mary,  convert to Catholicism. Both have been members 
at Holy Rosary for more than ten years. 
     “I hope to add to the Mass when I’m playing,” says Carl.  
     The flugelhorn creates a very soothing, mellow sound and 
the tone is much broader than a trumpet. Perfect for the 
acoustics at Holy Rosary which Carl declares are fantastic. 
He is dedicated to practicing three to four days a week. 
     “It helps to be prepared and to know the music, so you are 
not making mistakes. What is most challenging is staying 
focused and hitting the higher notes when you are out in front 
of people,” says Carl. 
     Emily Cabanillas is one of the music directors for Holy 
Rosary and St. John. “Carl adds so much to our liturgies with 
his majestic melodies accompanying the choir! His hard work 
and commitment to playing the flugelhorn is such a nice 
addition that most parishes don’t have regularly,” says Emily.  
     “It is satisfying for me. It is like I am personally adding to 
the Mass. I get satisfaction from that. If it makes people feel 
that they are getting more from the experience with the 
music, then that makes it all worthwhile,” says Carl. 
      When I’m in the office and I hear the opening notes of 
Beethoven’s “Hymn to Joy,” I’m uplifted since it’s my favorite 
and I know I have received a special gift - the gift of music.  
    While Carl plays random selections during practice he also 
plays his favorite piece of music during every session. His 
favorite is  “You Are Mine.” The lyrics have a message for all 
of us, perhaps especially during these challenging times.  
 

You Are Mine 
I will come to you in the silence 
I will lift you from all your fear 

You will hear My voice 
I claim you as My choice 

Be still, and know I am near 

 

Do not be afraid, I am with you 
I have called you each by name 

Come and follow Me 
I will bring you home 

I love you and you are mine 
 

Lyrics by David Haas from Breaking Bread 2020 
1991, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
 

          Written by Marsha MacKinnon 

Join us for Mass on YouTube Live    

The partnered parishes of St. John the 
Baptist and Holy Rosary churches are live 
streaming Mass on Sundays at 9 AM on 
the parish YouTube channel.  Go to the 
St. John/Holy Rosary website:  
http://stjohn-holyrosary-erie.org/ and 
click on the featured video located on the home page.    

St. John the Baptist Church & School  

celebrates 150 years - 1870~2020  
 

What a beautiful slice of history!  We will be celebrating this 
wonderful event in the best possible way during these times of 
uncertainty with a live streamed Mass on June 28th, 2020. 
Details will be forthcoming, but for those of you who had 
planned on joining the celebration, we want you to know that 
the actual physical celebration will take place a year from 
now!  The time and link to the live stream Mass will be sent 
out when finalized.    

 

Please take a minute to go to the school website https://
www.stjohnthebaptistschoolalumni.com  and send us your 
updated contact information, if there are any changes.   You 
are always welcome to send your 
favorite pictures too!  Feel free to 
pass this information along to 
anyone you think would like to 
know about this celebration so we 
can reach as many parishioners, 
graduates and friends as 
possible.  

 

Stay safe.  
Mary Hoffman, SJS class of 1966  
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 CARL A

& Son
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2101 Ash St.    454-2613
PHILIP A. SLOMSKI, SUPV.

 Pine Avenue Branch
 845 East 38th St. • 825-2500
Affordable Funeral Services • Preplanning

On Site Cremation Tribute Center
Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor

bruggerfuneralhomes.com 163 East 10th Street MARTY KERR
Erie, Pennsylvania 16501 814/453-4488

2087 Interchange Road, 
Erie, PA 16509 

814-864-5000 
www.marriott.com/erish 

FRANK PREGLER, D.O.
Board Certified in

Family Practice & Geriatrics
3710 Pine Avenue
454-5886

RUSSELL C. SCHMIDT & SON
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Dennis D. Schmidt-President, Supervisor
Pre-Arrangements Available

5000 Wattsburg Road • Erie, PA 16504

(814) 824-5000
www.SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan • postage • mailing
document management solutions

“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

www.dusckasfuneralhome.com

 DUSCKAS 
 FUNERAL HOME

Nancy E. Dusckas, Spvr.
2607 Buffalo Road • 899-7656

Gary J Cumming, Spvr.
536 West 10th Street • 452-2456

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 


