
         St. John the Baptist Church  
   Located at 509 E. 26th Street,  Erie, PA  16504 

  

Holy Rosary Church    
Located at E. 28th & East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504 

 

 MASS SCHEDULE—SUSPENDED  
SATURDAY EVENING MASS 4:00 PM   

 St. John the Baptist (April to September) 

 Holy Rosary (October to March)    
 

SUNDAY MORNING MASS    
 8:00 AM at St. John the Baptist  
 10:30 AM  at Holy Rosary  
 

DAILY MASS 
 8:00 AM Mon & Thurs  at  Holy Rosary   
    Wed & Fri  at  St. John the Baptist  

        CONFESSIONS   2:30-3:30 PM AT ST. JOHN’S 
               Or by appointment 

 

Rev. John B. Jacquel, Pastor 

May 31, 2020   Pentecost Sunday  

 

Partnered Parish Office 
2701 East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504-2999 
St. John the Baptist  814-454-2873 
secretary@sjberie.org  
Holy Rosary   814-456-4254 
parish.secretary@holyrosaryerie.org  
 

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 
8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.    Office CLOSED Fridays   

 

Faith Formation Ministry at St. Luke Parish 
Director: Sister Carmen Maldonado, SSC 
814-825-6920 Ext 237      
 

Partnered Parish Website:  
stjohn-holyrosary-erie.org/  
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   There are many things about this pandemic experience that 
disturb, but here are two that stand out for me. 
 

   Celebrating a private Mass was a previously unthinkable 
possibility for me. On a couple of occasions in my 37 years as 
a priest, I tried to do this (no one came to daily Mass). But, I 
just couldn’t – there is no one to answer the dialogue parts – 
no one to say, “And with your spirit.” No one to finish the 
Lord’s Prayer embolism. No one to bless. I began to realize 
why Blessed Charles de Foucauld hardly ever celebrated the 
Eucharist in the desert living among Muslims, although he did 
teach (and pay) a boy to attend and serve. The Roman Missal 
itself does not have the text for a private Mass – it has a “Mass 
with the Participation of a Single Minister” (meaning someone 
else beside the priest). Thus, I always felt strongly that a 
private Mass was an aberration.  
 

   But, as directed by the Bishop, and with counsel from Msgr. 
Ed Lohse, I’ve celebrated at least one each week since March 
18. Now, Deacon Denis and Deacon Matthew accompany me 
at other times, so I can use the dialogue parts – and a number 
of you tune in, so I know you are there and are responding on 
the other side of the Internet.  
 

   Since only the deacon can join in the Mass – beyond our 
music ministers – what also makes me struggle is that I was 
ordained a priest precisely to connect all of you to God 
through Sacraments, Word, Service, and Community. But I’m 
prevented from doing that – I can’t come to your home, visit 
the hospitals or nursing homes, spend time at wakes, 
celebrate weddings or baptisms. What seems abhorrent to me 
is that right now I can receive the Holy Eucharist, but you 
cannot.  
 

   As a priest, I’m commissioned to serve and share God’s 
grace – but the wise precautions in place due to the pandemic 
prohibits this. Our practice seems to say that because I’m a 
priest, I get to share in this while all the rest of you are 
prevented. My purpose was to bring the Eucharist to you, but 
instead I’m to keep it to myself. And, I agree, we do this out of 
genuine care, concern, and safety. Which is why I wear my 
mask whenever I’m around people outside my home. I just say 
that it’s a shock to the system. 
 

   Oh, and I very much dislike having mostly men doing this – 
Mass is supposed to be everyone – male and female, God 
created us in the divine image. Let’s hope we can restore all 
this soon – soon as it’s safe. 
     Fr. John 
 

St. John & Holy Rosary 
Eastside Food Pantry                          

 

Serving Those in Need  

    
Food Distribution is the 3rd Thursday of each month from 6 
- 7 p.m. in the former Holy Rosary school. Use the 27th St. 
parking lot. The food distribution is curbside ONLY until further 
notice. 
     Food donations are always welcome. During the Covid-
19 pandemic and social distancing requirements,  please call 
the church office at 456-4254. Ring the bell and leave your 
donations outside the office door. Donations can ONLY be 
made during regular office hours Monday—Thursday, 8 am to 
4:30 p.m. Questions?  Call Jean Burns at 814-397-6909 or 
Marilyn Mead at 814-460-6220. Next distribution: June 18 

Faith Formation during a pandemic 

“This trial will strengthen and grow our faith.”  
 

Mary Hickin is the Director of 
Catechesis and Sacraments for the 
Diocese of Erie. She’s been working 
from home since the Coronavirus crisis 
began. Many of you miss Mary’s 
gatherings for Bible and book studies 
and she misses you too. Here is a Q & 
A I did with Mary to give you an insight 
into what  challenges she faces and 
why she believes faith will see us 
through these challenging times. 

 

Since you are not able to meet directly with people, due to 
the Coronavirus pandemic and social distancing, 
describe what a typical day is like for you? 
I try to keep my regular schedule by getting up at the same 
time and getting ready for work.  My commute is much shorter 
– about 20 feet instead of 4.6 miles.  I jump on my laptop and 
start my day.  I work with a great bunch of people in the Faith 
Formation Department from the Diocese of Erie and we 
gather every weekday for prayer together at 8:45 a.m.  We do 
this via Zoom now instead of together in the office, as we did 
before the stay-at-home orders.”  
“Then it is meetings on Zoom, answering email, researching 
various issues, phone calls, reviewing policies and pretty 
much like what I was doing in the office.  It is just less travel 
and walking to other offices for conversations.  I don’t leave 
work for lunch anymore either – the fridge is close and 
convenient!” 
 

Describe your role at the Diocese of Erie and your 
priorities. 
“I am the Director of Faith Formation for Catechesis and 
Sacraments.  It is a long title, but basically means I work with 
religious education leaders and programs all over the 
diocese.  I revise and create policy, review curriculum, meet 
with the leaders and bring any pertinent issues to the Vicar for 
Education and/or the Bishop’s office.  I also organize leader 
meetings, Continuing Education Opportunities and Spiritual 
Formation Opportunities for leaders, as well as an annual 
overnight retreat.  There is a lot of crossover in all four offices 
in my department, so I work closely with the other Directors: 
Family Life, Young Adult and Youth Ministry, and Parish 
Support.  However, our priorities have changed since March 
20.  We spend more than 75% of our time working on 
resources and support for parishes and people throughout the 
diocese.” 
 

When book and bible studies, retreats and various 
activities were suspended, what were you thinking at the 
time?  
“My first thought was how to reschedule.  Now I am thinking 
ahead to Fall and 2021.  I did not think this would last as long 
as it is shaping up to be.  I was saddened by the thought of 
missing out on so many great opportunities to share our love 
of the Word and our faith with the wonderful people who come 
to these studies, retreats, etc.  I learn very much from them 
and cherish the time we spend together.” 
 

What are your recommendations for people who miss 
small group bible/book studies during these challenging 
times?  
“I would suggest they spend some time on the internet looking 
for the sites and programs that touch them.  For those with no 
internet, a reflection book, journal and Bible are all they really 
need.  Just one passage per day or week to read over and 
over, then letting it sink into your mind and heart, it will make a 
difference.  Journaling about what you think it means, or what 
it means to you can be very effective.  And I have Bibles and 
journals in my office for anyone who needs them.  Just let 
Marsha know and she can pass on the info to me.”   (Cont’d p3) 
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 Monday, June 1 
HR Ruth Sins (Mr. & Mrs. Paul Gostomski) 

     Wednesday, June 3 

SJB  Marcus Mendolia (Padre Pio Alpha Prayer Group) 
 

     Thursday, June 4 
HR   Laura Hain (Luniewski Family)  
 

     Friday, June 5 
SJB    Theodore Archacki, Jr. (Sisters & Brother) 

     Saturday, June 6 

SJB   Michael Folga (Michael Marchini) 

     Sunday, June 7 

SJB      Robert Musolff (Mom & Dad) 

HR       For all Living & Deceased Parishioners  

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Readings Next Weekend  
The Most Holy Trinity 

1st Reading: Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9 

2nd Reading: 2 Cor 13:11-13 

Gospel: John 3:16-18 

 

A Family Perspective 

Like the disciples in today’s gospel, there are times we shut 
the doors of our hearts to people or events. It’s how we create 
emotional distance. Permanent distancing is lethal and 
prevents the PEACE Jesus offers you today.    

May 31, 2020 

Continued from page 2—Faith Formation during a pandemic 
 

Has a particular scripture passage come to mean a great 
deal to you at this time of social distancing?  
“Isaiah 43:1 – “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 
called you by name: you are mine.”  The 1991 song by David 
Hass, “You are Mine” is one of my favorites.  It reminds me 
that God is with me in all trials and tribulations. Another 
favorite is Jeremiah 29:11 – “For I know well the plans I have 
in mind for you, plans for your welfare and not for woe, so as 
to give you a future of hope.” Lastly, my 13-year-old friend 
has this on her Instagram as her personal favorite: “And God 
will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more 
death, sorrow, crying, nor pain, for the old order has passed 
away.” Rev. 21:4  What better words are there than “a future 
of hope” or “God will wipe every tear?” 
 

What do you want parishioners to know about keeping 
the faith when we cannot be together? 
“I want them to know this will end.  We will be together 
soon.  God is in charge and He will not fail us whether we are 
watching Mass on the computer or TV, if we are praying 
silently in the dark, or just trying to stay safely in our 
homes.  God is light and there is no darkness that can 
overcome the light.  If the darkness feels overwhelming to 
you at any point, call out to God and He will be near.  And do 
not forget that if you are overwhelmed, you can also call us at 
the church and we will find a way to help.”   
 

What plans are you working on so that when we return to 
‘a new normal’ people will embrace the opportunity? 
“The Diocese is working on plans for reopening churches, but 
the process is slow and tedious.  The safety of the people is 
utmost in the minds of the planning committee.   Bishop 
Persico knows that people are missing the Eucharist and the 
fellowship.  As things become more clear, the Diocesan 
offices will forward to our pastor plans to keep people safe 
and allow them to return to the parishes.  But as you said, 
there will certainly be a new “normal.” The parish picnic has 
not been canceled yet, so I am hopeful we can gather safely 
in July to enjoy each other in the sun.”   
 

What is your hope as we cope with this new reality? 
“My hope is that people turn to God in these tough 
times.  Maybe they found new or more prayer time and 
habits.  Some people have a slower life as they stay-at-
home, although parents that are homeschooling, working 
from home and trying to run their 
households are probably not in a slow-
down mode.  If people turn to God and 
begin a prayer practice, stick with it, and 
made it part of their day for weeks, I am 
hopeful it will stay with them when the 
new reality becomes part of their life.  I 
am also hopeful this trial will strengthen 
and grow our faith and people that have 
not participated or practiced their faith will 
return.”        (Mary & Molly) 

 

Would you like to include anything else? 
“I am glad you brought up hope.  I am hopeful.  Spring brings 
new life and new hope.  Maybe people will embrace Spring in 
a more enthusiastic way this year.  If people return to church 
more energized, think how our church can grow and flourish!   
While parish life as we know it will not return for a long time, 
our parish is still there, still serving you.  Prayers inside the 
walls of the churches, and surrounding it from the 
parishioners, will lead us into a new era of faith.  Many 
people have come to realize just what Eucharist means to 
them as they were forced to go without it.  I pray they will 
keep that same longing in their hearts and the feeling of what 
this Sacrament means when we are able to again be together 
and receive communion.”           
          Written by Marsha MacKinnon 
 

Join us for Mass on YouTube Live    

The partnered parishes of St. John the 
Baptist and Holy Rosary churches are live 
streaming Mass on Sundays at 9 AM on 
the parish YouTube channel.  Go to the St. 
John/Holy Rosary website:  
http://stjohn-holyrosary-erie.org/ and 
click on the featured video located on the home page.    

A new way to give online    

    Giving to St. John and Holy Rosary just got a 
lot easier. Go online to stjohn-holyrosary-
erie.org. At the top of this home page, you will 
see the logo featured at the right. Just click it. 
You will be directed to a new page. On this page 
you can select the blue online giving box for St. 
John or the pink online giving box for Holy Rosary. Then, just 
follow the prompts. There is also a place for you to add special 
instructions, and to designate which collection you would like 
to make a contribution.  Thank you! 

Sunday Eucharistic Adoration  

11:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. at Holy Rosary 
Sign-up sheets at the door. 

 

Open for Prayer 

Holy Rosary Church is open for prayer Monday, Thursday and 
Sunday from 7:00 a.m. to 12 p.m. (use the chapel door) 

 

St. John the Baptist is open for prayer Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. (use side ‘ramp’ door) 

 

Holy Hour: June 4 at 6:30 p.m. at St. John 
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 CARL A

& Son
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2101 Ash St.    454-2613
PHILIP A. SLOMSKI, SUPV.

 Pine Avenue Branch
 845 East 38th St. • 825-2500
Affordable Funeral Services • Preplanning

On Site Cremation Tribute Center
Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor

bruggerfuneralhomes.com 163 East 10th Street MARTY KERR
Erie, Pennsylvania 16501 814/453-4488

2087 Interchange Road, 
Erie, PA 16509 

814-864-5000 
www.marriott.com/erish 

FRANK PREGLER, D.O.
Board Certified in

Family Practice & Geriatrics
3710 Pine Avenue
454-5886

RUSSELL C. SCHMIDT & SON
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Dennis D. Schmidt-President, Supervisor
Pre-Arrangements Available

5000 Wattsburg Road • Erie, PA 16504

(814) 824-5000
www.SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan • postage • mailing
document management solutions

“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

www.dusckasfuneralhome.com

 DUSCKAS 
 FUNERAL HOME

Nancy E. Dusckas, Spvr.
2607 Buffalo Road • 899-7656

Gary J Cumming, Spvr.
536 West 10th Street • 452-2456

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 


