
         St. John the Baptist Church  
   Located at 509 E. 26th Street,  Erie, PA  16504 

  

Holy Rosary Church    
Located at E. 28th & East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504 

 

SUNDAY MASS —RESUMES JUNE 13/14 

SATURDAY EVENING MASS 4:00 PM   

 St. John the Baptist (April to September) 

 Holy Rosary (October to March)    
 

SUNDAY MORNING MASS    
 8:00 AM at St. John the Baptist  
 10:30 AM  at Holy Rosary  
 

DAILY MASS-LIVE STREAM ONLY 
 8:00 AM Mon & Thurs  at  Holy Rosary   
    Wed & Fri  at  St. John the Baptist  

CONFESSIONS: 2:30-3:30 PM AT ST. JOHN’S 
                            Or by appointment 

 

Rev. John B. Jacquel, Pastor 

June 7, 2020   The Most Holy Trinity  

 

Partnered Parish Office 
2701 East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504-2999 
St. John the Baptist  814-454-2873 
secretary@sjberie.org  
Holy Rosary   814-456-4254 
parish.secretary@holyrosaryerie.org  
 

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 
8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.    Office CLOSED Fridays   

 

Faith Formation Ministry at St. Luke Parish 
Director: Sister Carmen Maldonado, SSC 
814-825-6920 Ext 237      
 

Partnered Parish Website:  
stjohn-holyrosary-erie.org/  
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   One very hard aspect of this pandemic – and its required 
behaviors on our part – is that we absolutely need physical 
touch and we are largely deprived of it. I speak for myself – I 
am not a husband or dad. We also need sacraments and we 
are largely deprived of them as well. As we return to the 
celebrations of the Eucharist (notice I didn’t say only 
“Communion”), we will experience a very stripped-down 
version. Some may be happy about this. Is this what Jesus 
intended? 
 

   The sign of peace, socialization, receiving both Body and 
Blood – these are suspended. Even the use of holy water is 
unavailable currently. What distinguishes us from some others 
(notably Protestant groups) is that worship is “not just a head 
trip.” In involves our bodies and our essential interaction with 
our parish family members. This will be a great challenge for 
us all to embrace. 
 

   We’ve discovered Facetime, Zoom, YouTube, and other 
such digital platforms. We’ve rediscovered the telephone – in 
order to stay in touch with each other. And, we’ll have to be 
satisfied with this for a while – until the risk is minimized. The 
reading this weekend from Paul’s Second Letter to the 
Corinthians (13:12) says, “Greet one another with a holy kiss.” 
For this, we shall have to wait. This waiting is difficult for the 
kissers and huggers among us, of which I count myself. 
 

   We have also had to be content not to travel. I am so 
grateful my trip to Central America was in late January – but I 
haven’t been able to visit many friends (to share a meal, a 
game of Scrabble, a movie) or even go on my usual mini-
retreat – since early March.  
 

   What makes it so hard to “return” is that we don’t want to err 
on the side of ignorant permissiveness – we need to use our 
heads even as we want to follow our hearts. 
 

*   *   *   *   *   * 
   P.S. Good news to hear that Msgr. Charles Kaza has been 
restored as pastor of St Tobias, Brockway. This 13-month 
“administrative leave” was necessary as a policy – and painful 
and hurtful for him (and us) to endure. But, I’m glad to hear 
that the allegations have been seriously resolved. 
               Fr. John 

  

 TO REQUEST PRAYER OR  
TO JOIN THE PEOPLE PRAYING 

HR: Jean Zimmer at 814-746-9396 or Bob Zimmer at 
robertzimmer379@gmail.com 

SJB: Allene Kraus at 825-3501 or Lois Reiser at 459-3373 

St. John & Holy Rosary 
Eastside Food Pantry                          

 

Serving Those in Need  

    
Food Distribution is the 3rd Thursday of each month from 6 
- 7 p.m. in the former Holy Rosary school. Use the 27th St. 
parking lot. The food distribution is curbside ONLY until further 
notice. 
     Food donations are always welcome. During the Covid-
19 pandemic and social distancing requirements,  please call 
the church office at 456-4254. Ring the bell and leave your 
donations outside the office door. Donations can ONLY be 
made during regular office hours Monday—Thursday, 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Questions?  Call Jean Burns at 814-397-6909 or 
Marilyn Mead at 814-460-6220. Next distribution: June 18 

Child Protection and Creating Safe 
Environments - Listen to your children: 
This summer, when your children are out of 
school and on different schedules, meeting 
new people and going to new places, make 
sure that you talk to them often about their 
experiences and the people they’ve met. Listen carefully to 
your children. If possible, observe and get to know the other 
children and adults who are part of your children’s 
summertime fun. Above all, communicate your safety 
concerns to your children. Make sure they know that they can 
come to you with any concerns they may have about the 
people they interact with. And if you hear of or observe 
behaviors that may be inappropriate, make sure to 
communicate your feelings to people who are in a position to 
intervene. Communications is key to creating and maintaining 
a safe environment all year round. For additional resources 
visit https://www.eriercd.org/childprotection/ 
 
 

St. Mark Catholic Center re-opens 
St. Mark Catholic Center in Erie re-opened for in-person 
business on May 26, but some employees will continue to 
work remotely and will respond to email and voicemail 
messages. The diocese is committed to monitoring the latest 
information available from reliable sources regarding the 
pandemic. Go to the diocesan website at www.ErieRCD.org 
for all of the most up-to-date information on the pandemic and 
its impact on the diocese. 

A new way to give online    

    Giving to St. John and Holy Rosary just got a 
lot easier. Go online to stjohn-holyrosary-
erie.org. At the top of this home page, you will 
see the logo featured at the right. Just click it. 
You will be directed to a new page. On this page 
you can select the blue online giving box for St. 
John or the pink online giving box for Holy Rosary. Then, just 
follow the prompts. There is also a place for you to add special 
instructions, and to designate which collection you would like to 
make a contribution.  This is a new and improvement way to 
give to St. John and Holy Rosary online. If you have any 
questions or concerns, contact the church office. Thank you! 

Special Schedule – June 28, 2020 

150th Anniversary of the Founding  

of St John the Baptist Parish 

On Sunday, June 28th, Bishop Lawrence Persico will 
celebrate Mass at St John’s at 10:00 a.m. Attendance will 
be limited to 80 persons, according to the guidelines for safe 
church gatherings, but the Mass will be live streamed on our 
YouTube channel. We will transfer the Solemnity of the 
Nativity of St John the Baptist from Wednesday, June 24, to 
that day – so the readings will be those of St John’s, not the 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. We had hoped for most 
of the week taken up with dinners, special prayer services, 
social gatherings, but sadly these cannot happen at this time. 
There will be no 10:30 Mass at Holy Rosary that Sunday, nor 
8:00 Mass that morning at St John’s. We want to focus upon 
this historic moment. Seats may be reserved (first come, first 
served basis) by calling the rectory office on Tuesday, June 23 
or Wednesday, June 24 from 8:30-4:00 (454-2873 or 456-
4254). The Saturday evening Mass on June 27 will be 
celebrated as usual at 4 p.m. at St John’s – the Solemnity of 
Saint John the Baptist. 
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 Monday, June 8 
HR Patti Doss  (Kay Janas) 

     Wednesday, June 10 

SJB  Gordon & Eileen Gaither (Daughter-Cindy) 
 

     Thursday, June 11 
HR   Nick & Josephine D’Annibale (Family)  
 

     Friday, June 12 
SJB    Raymond Kowalik (Chester Macer) 

     Saturday, June 13 

SJB   For all Living & Deceased Parishioners  

     Sunday, June 14 

SJB      Louise Dombrowski (Family) 

HR       Robert Kraft (Catherine Kraft) 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Readings Next Weekend  

The Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ 
1st Reading: Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a 

2nd Reading: 1 Cor 10:16-17 

Gospel: John 6:51-58 
 

A Family Perspective 

As the Father “sent his son into the world” so parents send 
their children into the world “so that the world might be saved.” 
This is the missionary role of the Christian family. Your family 
is a school where your children develop convictions which 
enable them to make a difference in the world. Fathering is an 
awesome responsibility and not for the weak or transient.  

June 7, 2020 

The next meeting of the Pastoral Council  
is  on Tuesday, June 9 at 6:30 p.m. (Zoom) 

 

Your Pastoral Council: 
  

Gary Johnston, Dee Byrne, Marge Burbee,Denny Deiner,  
Michael Forish, Cathy Lojewski, Leo Musarra, Julie Sins,  
Nick Vicentini, and Greg Baker 

Secretary: Joanne Donohue-Deiner 

Ex Officio: Rev. John Jacquel, Deacon Denis Coan, Mary 
Hickin, Ken Kendziora, Bonnie Prokocki & Deacon Matthew 
Ochalek. We are pleased to serve our parishes.  Please feel 
free to bring us ideas or concerns you may have.   

Newspaper Recycling: 
Bring your newspapers to the eastside 
glass doors of Holy Rosary. Just leave 
them outside, staff will bring them inside 
Thank you for your donations. All money 
raised goes toward the roof repair fund.  

Join us for Mass on YouTube Live    

The partnered parishes of St. John the 
Baptist and Holy Rosary churches will 
continue to live stream Mass on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, all at 
8:00 a.m. on the parish YouTube channel.  
Go to the St. John/Holy Rosary website:  
http://stjohn-holyrosary-erie.org/ and 
click on the featured video located on the home page.    

A new normal emerges to bring parishioners 
back to the pews 

    In a letter dated June 2, 2020 and sent to all church 
members, Fr. John Jacquel, after   discussion with  members 
of the Liturgy Committee and Pastoral Council, explained how 
Mass will be celebrated with the new protocols beginning 
Saturday, June 13 at St. John the Baptist and Sunday, 
June 14 at both churches - with the regular schedule. 
Only Sunday Mass resumes with the new guidelines. 
Weekday Masses will be live streamed only until further 
notice. While the Covid-19 pandemic continues, the following 
protocols will remain in effect. 

• No one will be admitted without a face mask. Keep your 
mask on until you are back in your car. 

• The doors of the church will be propped open – to avoid 
touching common surfaces.  

• Please use the hand sanitizer near the door upon 
entering. 

• Always maintain a distance of six feet  between you and 
others outside of your household. 

• There is to be no socializing upon entry or at the end of 
Mass or outside church.  

• Please follow the instructions of the ushers – who will 
help you find a seat. Two thirds of the pews are off limits 
– using ribbon or tape. You may only sit in open pews 
and always six feet apart from others. 

• Seating is limited for 65 only at St John’s and for 85 only 
at Holy Rosary.  You must call to reserve your seat (s) 
and Mass time on Tuesday, June 9 and Wednesday, 
June 10 – from 8:30 am – 4:00 pm. Leave your name 
with Marsha or Marilyn and how many from your 
household will be sitting together. You may call 456-4254 
or 454-2873. If no one answers, leave your message at 
the office voicemail. No reservations will be accepted by e
-mail. Many parishioners do not have a computer and we 
want to be mindful of them. You will need to repeat this 
call-in reservation each week, especially if we cannot 
accommodate all who wish to attend. 

• Singing will be quite minimal, Mass parts only. The 
hymnbooks have been removed. The holy water fonts 
remain empty. There will be no holding hands during the 
Lord’s Prayer, no Sign of Peace or Communion from the 
Precious Blood. 

• Your offerings are to be placed in the basket located near 
the door you entered.  

• When it is time for Communion, you will follow the usher’s 
instructions.  

• The church will be cleaned and sanitized before the next 
Mass. 

   In his letter, Fr. John stated “Why are we taking such 
precautions? Each and every one of you is a treasure – we 
don’t want any of you to get sick or lose any of you – and 
each one of us needs to know that we might be inadvertently 
transmitting this coronavirus, without ever developing 
symptoms. We do it out of love, respect, and reverence for 
the wonderful people that make up the partnered parishes of 
Holy Rosary and Saint John the Baptist. Please know that 
these procedures will be revised and updated as new 
regulations come from the Bishop’s office.”  
     If you have any questions, contact the church office which 
is open Monday through Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
at 456-4254 or 454-2873. Reminder: If you decide to attend 
Sunday Mass, call weekly to reserve your spot. 
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 CARL A

& Son
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2101 Ash St.    454-2613
PHILIP A. SLOMSKI, SUPV.

 Pine Avenue Branch
 845 East 38th St. • 825-2500
Affordable Funeral Services • Preplanning

On Site Cremation Tribute Center
Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor

bruggerfuneralhomes.com 163 East 10th Street MARTY KERR
Erie, Pennsylvania 16501 814/453-4488

2087 Interchange Road, 
Erie, PA 16509 

814-864-5000 
www.marriott.com/erish 

FRANK PREGLER, D.O.
Board Certified in

Family Practice & Geriatrics
3710 Pine Avenue
454-5886

RUSSELL C. SCHMIDT & SON
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Dennis D. Schmidt-President, Supervisor
Pre-Arrangements Available

5000 Wattsburg Road • Erie, PA 16504

(814) 824-5000
www.SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan • postage • mailing
document management solutions

“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

www.dusckasfuneralhome.com

 DUSCKAS 
 FUNERAL HOME

Nancy E. Dusckas, Spvr.
2607 Buffalo Road • 899-7656

Gary J Cumming, Spvr.
536 West 10th Street • 452-2456

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 


