
         St. John the Baptist Church  
   Located at 509 E. 26th Street,  Erie, PA  16504 

  

Holy Rosary Church    
Located at E. 28th & East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504 

 

 SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE   
SATURDAY EVENING MASS 4:00 PM   

 St. John the Baptist (April to September) 

 Holy Rosary (October to March)    
 

SUNDAY MORNING MASS    
 8:00 AM at St. John the Baptist  
 10:30 AM  at Holy Rosary  
 

Reminder: Call the church office to reserve a seat 
 

DAILY MASS-LIVE STREAM ONLY 
 8:00 AM Mon & Thurs  at  Holy Rosary   
    Wed & Fri  at  St. John the Baptist  

CONFESSIONS: 2:30-3:30 PM AT ST. JOHN’S 
                            Or by appointment 

 

Rev. John B. Jacquel, Pastor 

June 14, 2020   The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ  

 

Partnered Parish Office 
2701 East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504-2999 
St. John the Baptist  814-454-2873 
secretary@sjberie.org  
Holy Rosary   814-456-4254 
parish.secretary@holyrosaryerie.org  
 

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 
8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.    Office CLOSED Fridays   

 

Faith Formation Ministry at St. Luke Parish 
Director: Sister Carmen Maldonado, SSC 
814-825-6920 Ext 237      
 

Partnered Parish Website:  
stjohn-holyrosary-erie.org/  
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    It was so disturbing to stop. To stop having Mass; stop 
visiting the sick; stop organizing meetings. Now, it’s so 
difficult to restart. One priest friend in Kansas City says, “It’ll 
be hard to give back that luxurious two-hour prayer time in the 
morning.” 
 

   But now it means starting things in a different manner – 
attentive to many new details. We must be so careful as we 
begin again.  
 

   We must unlearn how we have always done things, or have 
grown into doing things, and begin to celebrate Eucharist in a 
new way. The changes went from what we felt was 
“usual” (including hymnbooks, Sign of Peace, Communion 
from the Chalice, crowding into pews together, and socializing 
before and after Mass) to private Mass to livestreaming and 
now to careful in-person Masses. “No one likes change except 
a wet baby,” says another priest friend. 
 

   Now, we will need to “come forward” for Communion in a 
different way and six feet behind the person directly ahead of 
us, masked and sanitizing our hands. We’ll also leave 
immediately after a closing hymn that we may or may not 
know – one verse – and not greet one another. And, don’t 
forget to skip the holy water that isn’t available anyway.  
   It’s a whole new universe! 
 

*   *   *   *   *   * 
   Don’t forget – also – the special schedule for June 28th. 
There will be NO 10:30 MASS at Holy Rosary that day – since 
Bishop Persico is coming to celebrate Mass at 10:00 AM 150th 
Anniversary of Saint John the Baptist Parish. It will be 
livestreamed – so if you are unable to get one of the 65 spots, 
you can “be there” in another way. There will be NO 8:00 
MASS at St John’s that day, either.   
     Fr. John 

  

 TO REQUEST PRAYER OR  
TO JOIN THE PEOPLE PRAYING 

HR: Jean Zimmer at 814-746-9396 or Bob Zimmer at 
robertzimmer379@gmail.com 

SJB: Allene Kraus at 825-3501 or Lois Reiser at 459-3373 

In Remembrance  
Our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of 

Lance L. Wisor. 

May he rest in peace. 

St. John & Holy Rosary 
Eastside Food Pantry                          

 

Serving Those in Need  

    
Food Distribution is the 3rd Thursday of each month from 6 
- 7 p.m. in the former Holy Rosary school. Use the 27th St. 
parking lot. The food distribution is curbside ONLY until further 
notice. 
     Food donations are always welcome. During the Covid-
19 pandemic and social distancing requirements,  please call 
the church office at 456-4254. Ring the bell and leave your 
donations outside the office door. Donations can ONLY be 
made during regular office hours Monday—Thursday, 8 am to 
4:30 p.m. Questions?  Call Jean Burns at 814-397-6909 or 
Marilyn Mead at 814-460-6220. Next distribution: June 18 

Special Schedule – June 28, 2020 

150th Anniversary of the Founding  

of St John the Baptist Parish 

On Sunday, June 28th, Bishop Lawrence Persico will 
celebrate Mass at St John’s at 10:00 a.m. Attendance will 
be limited to 65 persons, according to the guidelines for safe 
church gatherings, but the Mass will be live streamed on our 
YouTube channel. We will transfer the Solemnity of the 
Nativity of St John the Baptist from Wednesday, June 24, to 
that day – so the readings will be those of St John’s, not the 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. We had hoped for most 
of the week taken up with dinners, special prayer services, 
social gatherings, but sadly these cannot happen at this time. 
There will be no 10:30 Mass at Holy Rosary that Sunday, nor 
8:00 Mass that morning at St John’s. We want to focus upon 
this historic moment. Seats may be reserved (first come, first 
served basis) by calling the rectory office on Tuesday, June 23 
or Wednesday, June 24 from 8:30-4:00 (454-2873 or 456-
4254). The Saturday evening Mass on June 27 will be 
celebrated as usual at 4 p.m. at St John’s – the Solemnity of 
Saint John the Baptist. 

The history of St. John the Baptist Church 

From the Partnered Parish Directory 2019 
 

     St. John the Baptist parish had its beginning in the 1860s 
in southeast Erie as a mission of St. Mary’s, a German parish 
which was located on East Ninth Street. St. John was 
organized as a parish in 1869. A group of fifty-five families 
joined with Bishop Tobias Mullen to dedicate their small (30 by 
60 foot) church a year later. Soon after that, a single-room 
school was built, followed by the construction of a small 
rectory. 
 

     Msgr. Michael Decker, who served as pastor at St. John 
from 1873 until 1913, oversaw the building of a new brick 
school in 1887 which was staffed by the Sisters of St. Joseph. 
A cornerstone was laid for a much larger church building on 
July 9, 1899, and that church was dedicated on the feast day 
of St. John the Baptist, June 24, 1900. 
 

    A new rectory, which still 
stands, was constructed during 
the pastoral days of Msgr. 
Edward Hasse (1913-1926). 
During that time, Msgr. Haase 
had the church covered with a 
stone-like material which added 
to the beauty of the church.  
 

     When Msgr. Victor Miller 
became pastor in 1944, one of 
his first plans was to build a new school and social center. 
Under the direction of attorney John Spaeder and realtor 
Clifford Zilch, a campaign was begun to raise funds for that 
purpose. Groundbreaking began in June, 1947 and the 
complex was dedicated on December 2, 1951. 
 

     Fr. James Weber was assigned as a vicar assistant to aid 
the ailing Msgr. Miller in 1959. Under Fr. Weber’s leadership, 
groundbreaking ceremonies were held for a convent in 
September 1960 and the building was completed the next 
year.  
 

     When Fr. Richard Tellers became pastor in 1962, St. John 
the Baptist was recognized as one of the largest and most 
substantial parishes in the Erie Diocese. Fr. Tellers was 
successful in eliminating a huge debt of more than $110,000. 
 

      (Cont’d on page 3)     
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 Monday, June 15 
HR Ron Kujawinski (Christine Church) 

     Wednesday, June 17 

SJB  Harry Mikolajewski (Daughter-Patty) 
 

     Thursday, June 18 
HR   Victoria & Stanley Kulesza (Family)  
 

     Friday, June 19 
SJB    Marilyn Tullio (Greg & Shirley Wolf) 

     Saturday, June 20 

SJB  4 p.m. All Deceased Members of the Zaczyk Family  
                (Family) 

     Sunday, June 21 

SJB  8 a.m.  For all Living & Deceased Parishioners  

HR  10:30 a.m. George Banister (Pat & Debbie Weiker) 
 
 

The Sanctuary Candle is lit this week in memory of  
John & Jennie Bulishak (Janet). 

The Bread and White are donated today in memory of 
Mike Frazer (Janet). 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Readings Next Weekend  

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1st Reading: Jer 20:10-13 

2nd Reading: Rom 5:12-15 

Gospel: Matthew 10:26-33 
 

 

A Family Perspective 

Parenting is a Eucharistic activity because from the first 
moment of conception children receive life from us.  If we don’t 
sacrifice ourselves, our children would not have life. This is the 
paschal mystery of parenting. Christ is present in each self-
sacrifice.  

June 14, 2020 

 

Join us for Mass on YouTube Live    

The partnered parishes of St. John the 
Baptist and Holy Rosary churches will 
continue to live stream Mass on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, all at 
8:00 a.m. on the parish YouTube channel.   
Go to the St. John/Holy Rosary website:  
http://stjohn-holyrosary-erie.org/ and 
click on the featured video located on the home page.    

   
 
 
 
 
    

Lector Schedule 

Saturday, June 13  4:00 p.m. Mary Coan  

Sunday, June 14               8:00 a.m.            Bill Dopierala  

Saturday, June 20 4:00 p.m. Bob Przybylak  

Sunday, June 21  8:00 a.m. Rachel  Allburn  

Saturday, June 27 4:00 p.m. Rob Kocur  

Sunday, June 28  10:00 a.m. Marilyn Reiser  

Saturday, July 4  4:00 p.m. Mary Coan  

Sunday, July 5  8:00 a.m.  Lori Follett  

      Fr. Charles Kaza became associate pastor in 1978, and 
succeeded Msgr. Lawrence Antoun as pastor in 1986. 
During his time as pastor, Fr. Kaza had the interior of the 
church completely renovated according to the liturgical 
prescriptions of Vatican II.  
 

     But St. John, as with many other parishes, struggled to 
keep its school open. Even though it merged with Holy 
Rosary School as St. John-Holy Rosary Eastside Catholic 
School in 2004, that merger did not solve the decline in 
enrollment. In 2012, the school closed. The building is now 
rented with the main occupant is the Century Child 
Development Center. 
 

     As with most Erie City parishes, dwindling numbers of 
parishioners and collections have made parishes change 
with the times. Fr. John Jacquel became pastor at St. John 
in 2009. One year later he also became the pastor at Holy 
Rosary parish and took up residency at that eastside parish 
while administering to both St. John and Holy Rosary 
parishioners.  
 

St. John the Baptist School  

From the St. John the Baptist School Alumni website 
 

     St. John the Baptist Parish and School were both 
founded in 1870 – 150 years ago!  The German 
Benedictine priests from St. Mary’s finally prevailed upon 
the Bishop to erect a new parish – in a community 
(Marvintown) to which they came week after week to 
celebrate Mass and other sacraments for the farmers in that 
locale.  At the site of the present International Institute, a 
wooden church was hastily erected and dedicated.  The 
materials for the 30x60 foot church came from trees 
growing in wooded undeveloped lots in the vicinity. Fifty-five 
families dedicated the new building on August 28, 
1870.  The school was erected quickly at the corner of Ash, 
half a block away.  
 

     The “new” school was built in 1883 (the cornerstone is 
located in the yard behind the rectory) under Fr. Michael 
Decker’s pastorship, which also witnessed the construction 
of the current church in 1899. The old one was rolled down 
Ash Street, having been sold to Holy Trinity, for use as their 
first structure for $500 – including pews, altar, bell, and 
many other interior furnishings.  Fr. Edward Hasse was 
pastor when the new rectory was built around 1915.  
 

     In 1947, Monsignor Voctor Miller announced plans to 
build a new school and social center. Both were  completed 
and dedicated by Archbishop Gannon on December 2, 
1951.  Many former students recall the experience of 
moving from the old school (the second one) to the present 
building.  When everything had been moved out, the old 
structure was razed and in its place, the gym and cafeteria 
were added to the school.  There has been none other like 
it in the entire Diocese.  
 

     We look back upon our 
remarkable legacy which 
includes a long list of 
exceptional citizens and 
community leaders. Our 
graduates have contributed 
to the building up of our 
region in every way 
conceivable.  From bankers 
to lawyers, business owners, 
doctors, priests and sisters – 
alums are currently directing the Second Harvest Food 
Bank and have served in the Pennsylvania State 
Senate  as well as our new chief of police and deputy chief 
– the list goes on and on!  What a testament to faith and 
education!  This is part of what we celebrate today. 
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 CARL A

& Son
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2101 Ash St.    454-2613
PHILIP A. SLOMSKI, SUPV.

 Pine Avenue Branch
 845 East 38th St. • 825-2500
Affordable Funeral Services • Preplanning

On Site Cremation Tribute Center
Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor

bruggerfuneralhomes.com 163 East 10th Street MARTY KERR
Erie, Pennsylvania 16501 814/453-4488

2087 Interchange Road, 
Erie, PA 16509 

814-864-5000 
www.marriott.com/erish 

FRANK PREGLER, D.O.
Board Certified in

Family Practice & Geriatrics
3710 Pine Avenue
454-5886

RUSSELL C. SCHMIDT & SON
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Dennis D. Schmidt-President, Supervisor
Pre-Arrangements Available

5000 Wattsburg Road • Erie, PA 16504

(814) 824-5000
www.SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan • postage • mailing
document management solutions

“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

www.dusckasfuneralhome.com

 DUSCKAS 
 FUNERAL HOME

Nancy E. Dusckas, Spvr.
2607 Buffalo Road • 899-7656

Gary J Cumming, Spvr.
536 West 10th Street • 452-2456

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 


