
         St. John the Baptist Church  
   Located at 509 E. 26th Street,  Erie, PA  16504 

  

Holy Rosary Church    
Located at E. 28th & East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504 

 

 SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE   
SATURDAY EVENING MASS 4:00 PM   

 St. John the Baptist (April to September) 

 Holy Rosary (October to March)    
 

SUNDAY MORNING MASS    
 8:00 AM at St. John the Baptist  
 10:30 AM  at Holy Rosary  
 

Reminder: Call the church office to reserve a seat 
 

DAILY MASS-LIVE STREAM ONLY 
 8:00 AM Mon & Thurs  at  Holy Rosary   
    Wed & Fri  at  St. John the Baptist  

CONFESSIONS: 2:30-3:30 PM AT ST. JOHN’S 
                            Or by appointment 

 

Rev. John B. Jacquel, Pastor 

June 21, 2020   Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

Partnered Parish Office 
2701 East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504-2999 
St. John the Baptist  814-454-2873 
secretary@sjberie.org  
Holy Rosary   814-456-4254 
parish.secretary@holyrosaryerie.org  
 

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 
8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.    Office CLOSED Fridays   

 

Faith Formation Ministry at St. Luke Parish 
Director: Sister Carmen Maldonado, SSC 
814-825-6920 Ext 237      
 

Partnered Parish Website:  
stjohn-holyrosary-erie.org/  
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     On the eve of summer – and especially with social 
distancing firmly the rule – it’s time to crack open some more 
books. May I suggest: 
   Last summer was the occasion for me to accompany William 
Clark and Meriwether Lewis on their exploration of early 19th 
century territories west of the Mississippi in Stephen 
Ambrose’s Undaunted Courage (1996). There were so many 
times that this expedition – “The Corps of Discovery” – was 
teetering on tragedy and failure. The true story is more 
amazing when you consider all the mileage covered in 
primitive transportation from St Louis to the mouth of the 
Columbia River (and back!) through so many Native American 
nations, besides living off the land – which included wolverines 
and grizzly bears. The Rocky Mountains could have doomed 
them – and almost did several times. The adventure they 
experienced and the scientific, cultural, and cartological 
knowledge they brought back was revolutionary, priceless, 
and empire-making. They could never have done it without so 
many contributing factors coming together – including the 
Shoshone woman, Sacajawea.  
   An audiobook I’ve mused upon was Da Vinci’s Ghost: 
Genius, Obsession, and How Leonardo Created the World in 
his own Image (2012) by Toby Lester. In the late 1400’s, this 
man aspired to become the best in many disciplines. He 
mastered sketching and painting, then moved to architecture, 
and then on to anatomy and so much more. He (and others of 
his time) saw the Petruvian Man as the ideal – not only in 
understanding the human form, but in proportions – the best 
for construction, art, and the world around. In each human 
person are the parts of the world around – and Leonardo set 
out (despite his religious vacuum) to prove these connections. 
Others, like various saints, including Hildegard of Bingen, 
would do so from a perspective that integrated all these with 
the God who made us. A very interesting journey. 
   Recommended by our leader, Fr Julian, OSB, at our 
wonderful October retreat in Florida, my life was truly enriched 
by reading Michael Casey’s, Fully Human Fully Divine: An 
Interactive Christology (2004). The author, a Trappist monk, 
explores the radical life and teachings of Jesus within the 
framework of the Gospel of Mark – point by point – drawing 
lines of challenge toward my own way of thinking and living. It 
is a book to read and re-read, savoring various paragraphs 
and chapters and using these as a mirror to consider where 
change is due. He begins and ends within the foundation of 
“divinization” – the intent he insists is God’s work in our lives – 
making us fit for eternity. This book is a treasure.  
   A little fiction is a good thing – especially when written by a 
deeply Christian believer. Mike Mason delivers six extended 
parables in his book, The Mystery of the Word (1988), and 
they are meant to be arresting and demand more reflection – 
as do Jesus’ shorter stories. Most of these deal with the 
struggle to hold onto and how best to share the faith that really 
sets us free, in and around the mystery of Christmas. Hope 
you find some inspiring reads as well . . . 
     Fr. John 

Mass on YouTube Live  

On Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, join us for 
the live stream of Mass at 8 a.m. on the parish YouTube 
Channel. Go to the St. John/Holy Rosary website: http://
stjohn-holyrosary-erie.org/ and click on the featured video 
located on the home page.    

 
 

      ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  

     On any given winters’ night while Our Neighbor’s Place 
shelter is up and running at the former St. John the Baptist 
School, there are volunteers caring for several dozen people 
who do not have a place to call home. 

    St. John is one of six churches in Erie who participate in the 
winter shelter program which operates from November 
through March.  In 2012, Kitty Cancilla, executive director of 
Community Shelter Services, created the Our Neighbor’s 
Place (ONP) concept and asked Erie’s inner-city churches to 
help.  
 

     Mary Hoffman and Mary Ellen 
Lieb, known as The Marys’, are 
members of St. John and the co-
captains who organize two – two-
week sessions, held in January and 
March. The Marys’ recall “Fr. John 
brought Kitty’s letter to council and we 
said “Yes!” to making this happen at 
St. John.”  
 

     This outreach ministry is a huge undertaking. The Marys’ 
say “St. John has a very devoted core team of individuals who 
are at the shelter every single day.  Our eastside churches 
provide 125 faithful volunteers throughout the sessions. We 
have 24 volunteers each day for 28 days.”  During the 2019-
2020 shelter season, St. John housed an average of 50 men 
and 12 women each night. If a family arrived at the shelter, 
arrangements were made for them at another location. 
 

     Joe Mattis, a member of Holy Rosary, started volunteering 
at Our Neighbor’s Place in 2013, the year the winter shelter 
started at St. John. “When you are there you look out and see 
all these people and you know they need help. You do not 
know why and that doesn’t matter. What matters is that they 
need help and you can help them,” says Joe. 
 

     “ONP would not exist without the vision and leadership of 
Mary Hoffman and Mary Ellen Lieb,” says Deacon Denis 
Coan. “The Marys' successfully brought a ministry that serves 
many women and men throughout the winter months who 
have no permanent place to call home.   ONP has been 
embraced by many of the parishioners of St. John's and Holy 
Rosary as well as many of the Eastside Catholic 
Churches.  My wife Mary and I are regular volunteers and are 
humbled by the generosity of our partnered parish 
family.  This generosity includes folks working in the kitchen, 
distributing clothing to our guests, supervising the nightly 
showers, working as a monitor during the night shifts or any of 
the other many jobs necessary to make this a success,” says 
Deacon Denis. 

     The Erie United Methodist Alliance (EUMA) now sponsors 
Our Neighbor’s Place winter shelter, providing the cots, 
blankets, and supplies.  All other costs to run the program are 
covered by donations. Deacon Denis says “our 
parishioners who can't be physically present with us, support 
this ministry with their treasure by donating many, many 
tangible items some of which include sending in a complete 
cooked dinner to serve 50-60 guests; warm usable men's and 
women's clothing, cans of coffee, dozens of cookies and … 

 (Cont’d on page 3) 

     

Volunteers at Our 
Neighbor’s Place: 

(Pictured left to right ) 

Charlotte Kujawinski 

Margaret Balter 

Deb Totzke 

Dorothy Abate 
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 Monday, June 22 
HR Jeffery Kujawinski  

 (Dombrowski, Denning & Kononczyk Families) 

     Wednesday, June 24 

SJB  Christine Claire Kalkhof (Thomas Kalkhof) 
 

     Thursday, June 25 
HR   Marjorie Kostek (Linda Drake)  
 

     Friday, June 26 
SJB    Veronica Archacki (Children) 

     Saturday, June 27 

SJB  4 p.m.        William & Margaret Verdecchia (Children) 

       Sunday, June 28 

SJB 10 a.m.      For all Living & Deceased Parishioners  

 
 

The Sanctuary Candle is lit this week in memory of  
Harold Keefe (Charlotte). 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Readings Next Weekend  
The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist 
1st Reading: Is 49:1-6 
2nd Reading: Acts 13:22-26 
Gospel: Luke 1:57-66, 80 
 

(At This Parish ONLY) 
 

A Family Perspective 

Jesus says “Do not be afraid” three times in 
today’s gospel and reminds us “all concealed 
secrets will be revealed.”  Do not be afraid to 
acknowledge problems in your family. If they 
remain “hidden in darkness” they will “destroy 
body and soul.” Healing, understanding and 
hope are found only “in the light” of openness. 
“Do not be afraid.”  

June 21, 2020 

In Remembrance  
Our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of 

Rosemary (Kwitowski) Smith. 
May she rest in peace. 

 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 
     After many years serving the nutritional needs of many 
neighbors, the St John / Holy Rosary Food Pantry will suspend 
food distributions following June 18, 2020.  
     Mercy Center for Woman, who purchased the old Holy Rosary 
School building where the Food Pantry has operated, is closing 
the entire building for renovations. Although limited space is 
available, it is not feasible to continue. The last four distributions 
have been drive-thru since the COVID-19 pandemic became a 
part of our local reality. 
     Plans are to re-start the Food Pantry sometime in 2021, with 
Mercy Center taking the leadership, and our folks assisting where 
needed. Food pantry recipients received a letter with instructions 
as to where they might get their next few distributions. We will 
keep the monies donated in our account and disburse to Second 
Harvest – or to the new Food Pantry account when it is up and 
running.  
     Thank you for your support, assistance, and contributions – 
and please continue – they will be used to help our neighbors in 
need.  
   Jean Burns and Fr. John Jacquel 

Special Schedule – June 28, 2020 

150th Anniversary of the Founding  

of St John the Baptist Parish 

On Sunday, June 28th, Bishop Lawrence Persico will 
celebrate Mass at St John’s at 10:00 a.m. Attendance will 
be limited to 80 persons, according to the guidelines for safe 
church gatherings, but the Mass will be live streamed on our 
YouTube channel. We will transfer the Solemnity of the 
Nativity of St John the Baptist from Wednesday, June 24, to 
that day – so the readings will be those of St John’s, not the 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. We had hoped for most 
of the week taken up with dinners, special prayer services, 
social gatherings, but sadly these cannot happen at this time. 
There will be no 10:30 Mass at Holy Rosary that Sunday, nor 
8:00 Mass that morning at St John’s. We want to focus upon 
this historic moment. Seats may be reserved (first come, first 
served basis) by calling the rectory office on Tuesday, June 23 
or Wednesday, June 24 from 8:30-4:00 (454-2873 or 456-
4254). The Saturday evening Mass on June 27 will be 
celebrated as usual at 4 p.m. at St John’s – the Solemnity of 
Saint John the Baptist. 

(Cont’d from page 2) 

cupcakes along with a variety of other delicious desserts, 
snacks and fresh fruit. Those donations allow The Marys' to 
purchase other food and non-food items needed to make this 
ministry a huge success.”  
 

     When the ONP shelter is operating, 
Fr. John can be seen visiting with 
volunteers, greeting the guests, and 
offering a helping hand where needed. 
He makes frequent stops during the 
evenings and again in the mornings. 
The ONP ministry is having an impact 
not only in the East Erie community. 
This ministry has  engaged the whole 
faith community of St. John and Holy Rosary.  

      “Two things in my years of priestly ministry stand out in 
terms of building community and ownership of many, many 
parishioners - (1) building a new worship site and (2) hosting a 
homeless shelter. We (Mary Hoffman, Mary Ellen Lieb, and 
others) have engaged almost every parishioner in either 
signing up to work a shift, cooking a meal, donating food or 
supplies or clothing or money, and so it is not something 
"they" do, but rather a ministry "we" all do. When our guests 
attend Sunday Masses, they are welcomed and assisted by 
parishioners. We are growing in our response to Jesus' 
instruction to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, welcome 
the stranger - the corporal works of mercy,” observes Fr. 
John.  
 

     Jesus commanded us to ‘love our neighbor.’ Our 
Neighbor’s Place provides an opportunity to live into our faith 
by caring for those in need with a kind word, a warm meal, 
and a secure place to stay, especially on a cold winter’s night.  
 

     The Marys’ say “it just seemed like a perfect fit to take 
advantage of the opportunity for our entire parish to walk in 
the shoes of their faith.  Each and every parishioner can take 
ownership of this ministry through prayer, donation, and/or 
service.  Working together for our guests brings a beautiful 
sense of understanding, community, and faith.  This ministry 
mimics the works of Jesus, caring for all people.”  

     Deacon Denis says “If you were to ask any of the volunteers 
about their experience working the ONP shelter, I am sure 
they would say that it is the longest 4 weeks of the winter but 
it is also the most rewarding 4 weeks of the winter because 
each night we are there, we get to see the face of Jesus!”  

     Joe believes “it’s one of the most gratifying things I have 
ever done in my life.” 
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 CARL A

& Son
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2101 Ash St.    454-2613
PHILIP A. SLOMSKI, SUPV.

 Pine Avenue Branch
 845 East 38th St. • 825-2500
Affordable Funeral Services • Preplanning

On Site Cremation Tribute Center
Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor

bruggerfuneralhomes.com 163 East 10th Street MARTY KERR
Erie, Pennsylvania 16501 814/453-4488

2087 Interchange Road, 
Erie, PA 16509 

814-864-5000 
www.marriott.com/erish 

FRANK PREGLER, D.O.
Board Certified in

Family Practice & Geriatrics
3710 Pine Avenue
454-5886

RUSSELL C. SCHMIDT & SON
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Dennis D. Schmidt-President, Supervisor
Pre-Arrangements Available

5000 Wattsburg Road • Erie, PA 16504

(814) 824-5000
www.SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan • postage • mailing
document management solutions

“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

www.dusckasfuneralhome.com

 DUSCKAS 
 FUNERAL HOME

Nancy E. Dusckas, Spvr.
2607 Buffalo Road • 899-7656

Gary J Cumming, Spvr.
536 West 10th Street • 452-2456

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 


