
         St. John the Baptist Church  
   Located at 509 E. 26th Street,  Erie, PA  16504 

  

Holy Rosary Church    
Located at E. 28th & East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504 

 

 SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE   
SATURDAY EVENING MASS 4:00 PM   

 St. John the Baptist (April to September) 

 Holy Rosary (October to March)    
 

SUNDAY MORNING MASS    
 8:00 AM at St. John the Baptist  
 10:30 AM  at Holy Rosary  
 

Reminder: Call the church office to reserve a seat 
 

DAILY MASS-LIVE STREAM ONLY 
 8:00 AM Mon & Thurs  at  Holy Rosary   
    Wed & Fri  at  St. John the Baptist  

CONFESSIONS: 2:30-3:30 PM AT ST. JOHN’S 
                            Or by appointment 

 

Rev. John B. Jacquel, Pastor 

June 28, 2020   The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist  

 

Partnered Parish Office 
2701 East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504-2999 
St. John the Baptist  814-454-2873 
secretary@sjberie.org  
Holy Rosary   814-456-4254 
parish.secretary@holyrosaryerie.org  
 

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 
8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.    Office CLOSED Fridays   

 

Faith Formation Ministry at St. Luke Parish 
Director: Sister Carmen Maldonado, SSC 
814-825-6920 Ext 237      
 

Partnered Parish Website:  
stjohn-holyrosary-erie.org/  
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   What a monumental moment – the parish of Saint John 
the Baptist is 150 years old!! And, what a legacy to the local 
community, religious communities, and the diocese!  
   For a couple of years before 1870, German Benedictine 
priests from Saint Mary’s Church (on E 9th Street) used to 
travel by horse or cart out to have Mass with the farmers in 
Marvintown. They could see the area was going to become 
populated and suggested to the Bishop of Erie (which had 
been created about 16 years before) that a new parish ought 
to be established and a diocesan priest appointed.  
   The parish was established in 1870 when a 30’ x 60’ 
wooden church was constructed at the site of the present 
International Institute of Erie, and a one-room school built on 
the corner of 26th & Ash – the first Saint John School. A 
diocesan priest, Fr. Michael Decker, was handed the reigns of 
the parish from the Benedictine Fr. Bernard Manser, in 1873 
and the small parish on the outskirts of Marvintown grew on 
the dusty street 26 blocks south of the bayfront. Actually, a 
Father Reiter had been appointed as pastor, but died a few 
months after taking over. All three were born in present-day 
Germany, but Msgr. Decker’s family settled in St Marys, PA, 
prior to his seminary training in Latrobe. He had been ordained 
in Brooklyn in 1862 and became a priest of the Diocese shortly 
after. 
   A new school was built on the corner of 27th & Wallace in 
1887 and the Sisters of Saint Joseph came to teach and 
organize. That school would be replaced by the large third 
school in 1950. The old school had been razed and the gym 
and cafeteria wing of the current school building took its place.  
   In 1899, the new church was constructed in front of the 
school on 26th Street and dedicated on the parish feast day of 
June 24, 1900. The former Saint John’s church was rolled 
down Ash Street on logs to become the first Holy Trinity 
Church on 22nd Street. Talk about recycling! 
   When you think of the amazing and vast number of people 
who worshipped, were educated, and actively involved in the 
parish that for some years was the largest in the Diocese, it 
takes your breath away. This includes all kinds of movers and 
shakers, as well as Sisters and priests – a truly outstanding 
legacy. 
     Fr. John 

Prayer shawls woven by prayer and love,  

one stitch at a time. 
 

     The members of the Prayer Shawl Ministry of St. John the 
Baptist and Holy Rosary, create shawls that are made with 
more than just yarn. The shawls are crocheted or knitted, not 
only by crafting veterans but by those who are just learning 
this skill. Yet, making a prayer shawl involves so much more. 
But what exactly is a prayer shawl?  
 

     Mary Margaret Skladanowski, leads the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry. She says “a prayer shawl is a rectangular or triangle 
shawl that is knitted or crocheted by women who put many 
prayers and love into the stitches as they work.  The word 
“shawl” comes from the Persian word “shal”.  Shawls have 
been made for many centuries and they are meant to bring 
comfort, warmth, shelter, and beauty.” 
 

     The idea of starting a Prayer Shawl ministry actually began 
with the Soul Walks Ministry. Twice a month from April to 
November, this ministry involves members praying, walking, 
and picking up trash in a walk from Holy Rosary to St. John 
beautifying the neighborhood.   
 

     “I realized that some of the women could not handle the 
physical part of the Soul Walks, so I wanted to find another 
ministry that might better suit those ladies.   I have always 
loved to crochet, and I also knit a little.  My husband Rick told 
me that “we certainly have enough afghans in our house, we 
don’t need any more.” I proceeded to crochet afghans for my 
children, grandchildren and all my extended family.  After that, 
I needed another outlet and thought about the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry that my friend Mary Good was involved with at St. 
Boniface Church.  I called her and she was thrilled to come 
and help us begin the ministry at St. John and Holy Rosary.  
This was perfect!  It solved my problem of finding another 
channel for my hobby and also to get women of the parish 
involved in this wonderful ministry,” says Mary Margaret. 
 

     Members of this ministry buy their own supplies and select 
patterns from books or the internet. There is not one specific 
pattern for a prayer shawl, just what each member decides to 
create. This group is also supported by donations of yarn, 
crochet hooks, knitting needles, and monetary donations. The 
Covid-19 pandemic cancelled the groups’ regular bi-monthly 
gatherings, but they continued to create from home. Now, 
while observing social distancing and wearing masks, the 
group is gathering once again. Meeting every other Thursday 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in Pastor’s Hall at St. John. 
However, there is more to this process than just knitting. 
 

     “We pray for the people who made the yarn, the people 
who donate yarn, the people who taught us to knit or crochet, 
and, of course, the people who will receive the shawls. After 
we have some shawls completed, we have a Prayer Shawl 
Blessing Mass and Fr. John blesses all the shawls. Then, 
parishioners are invited to come and take a shawl for 
themselves, a loved one, or a friend. We also receive calls 
when someone needs a shawl and we make sure they get 
one as soon as possible.  We enjoy seeing the faces of those 
who are so grateful for the gift and hearing the stories of those 
who will receive a shawl.  It gives us a sense of purpose and 
we are glad that we can be of service,” says Mary Margaret. 
                   (Cont’d page 3) 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

(left to right) 

 

Jean Zimmer 
Mary M. Skladanowski 

Janet Frazer 
Denise Lorei 

Marge Burbee 
Deborah Totzke 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 

     After many years serving the nutritional needs of many 
neighbors, the St John / Holy Rosary Food Pantry will 
suspend food distributions following June 18,

 
2020.  

     Mercy Center for Woman, who purchased the old Holy 
Rosary School building where the Food Pantry has 
operated, is closing the entire building for renovations. 
Although limited space is available, it is not feasible to 
continue. The last four distributions have been drive-thru 
since the COVID-19 pandemic became a part of our local 
reality. 
     Plans are to re-start the Food Pantry sometime in 2021, 
with Mercy Center taking the leadership, and our folks 
assisting where needed. Food pantry recipients received a 
letter with instructions as to where they might get their next 
few distributions. We will keep the monies donated in our 
account and disburse to Second Harvest – or to the new 
Food Pantry account when it is up and running.  
     Thank you for your support, assistance, and 
contributions – and please continue – they will be used to 
help our neighbors in need.  

   Jean Burns and Fr. John Jacquel 
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 Monday, June 29 
HR Evelyn Gostomski (Husband - Paul) 

     Wednesday, July 1 

SJB  Stella Mikolajewski  (Terry, Neil & Emily) 
 

     Thursday, July 2 
HR   Ruth Sins (Rosamaria Gorring)  
 

     Friday, July 3 
SJB    Mary Ann Toohey (Paul Gostomski) 

     Saturday, July 4 

SJB   4 p.m.       Duop Garang Duop (Family & Friends) 

       Sunday, July 5 

SJB  8 a.m.      For all Living & Deceased Parishioners  

HR 10:30 a.m.  Ron & Katherine Kujawinski (Dorothy Fearn) 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Readings Next Weekend  
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1st Reading: Zec 9:9-10 

2nd Reading: Rom 8:9, 11-13 

Gospel: Matthew 11:25-30 
 

A Family Perspective 

Today’s gospel challenges us to resist the individualism of our 
culture. Everything we are and have is pure gift which we are 
expected to share especially to the “lowly ones.” What has 
been freely given needs to be shared freely. No strings 
attached.  

June 28, 2020 

In Remembrance  
Our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of 

Elsie Nora (Hopkins) Horvath 

May she rest in peace. 

 

Join us for Mass on YouTube Live    

Mass is live streamed on the parish YouTube 
channel on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays, all at 8 a.m.  Go to the St. John/
Holy Rosary website: http://stjohn-holyrosary-erie.org/ and 
click on the featured video located on the home page.    

     Each prayer shawl is made with great care, prayer, and 
love, one stitch at a time. That is what makes each creation 
not only beautiful and unique, but extraordinary.  

     “These shawls are meant to bring comfort, peace, and joy 
to someone. Maybe someone who just had a new baby,  
someone who has been ill and is recovering,  someone who 
feels alone, or someone who is feeling sad. “There is a 
prayer I know that I think sums up the true purpose of the 
shawls: “May this shawl be a safe haven. A sacred place of 
security and well-being. Sustaining and embracing in good 
times as well as difficult ones.  May the one who receives this 
shawl be cradled in hope, kept in joy, graced with peace, and 
wrapped in love,” says Mary Margaret.    

     If this ministry sounds like 
something you might want to try, 
the good news is no experience 
is necessary and all are 
welcome. Non-church members 
are also welcome. Even those 
with no experience crocheting or 
knitting are encouraged to join, 
as they will be taught how to get 
started and help is available. 

    Mary Margaret says “I would 
like to share just one of the 
written thank you notes we 
received.  ‘I just wanted to say 
thank you so much for my prayer 
shawl.  It touched me so deeply 
and I am so grateful there are people like you.  Thank you 
again and to all that were involved in the making of the 
shawl.’  It brought tears to my eyes.”  

     “I enjoy every part of this ministry,” declares Mary Margaret. 
“I really enjoy the women who are involved. They are devoted 
faith filled women.  I enjoy sitting quietly at home praying and 
working on a shawl.  Finally, I have a full heart when I hear 
the stories and see the faces of those who receive the 
shawls.  That’s what this ministry is all about.  Giving comfort 
to those who need a prayer shawl wrapped around their 
shoulders and letting them know that someone cares for 
them.” 

     If you would like to learn more or to make a donation, 
contact Mary Margaret at 520-8903. A prayer card with the 
following prayer is attached to every shawl: 
 

Prayer Shawl Prayer by Mary Good 

Lord, let your blessing be on me, 

as I touch or wear this prayer shawl. 
May it be a source of peace  
when I am troubled or anxious. 
May it be a source of healing when I am hurting.   
May it be a source of comfort  
when I feel lonely. 
May it be a source of hope  
when I feel despair. 
May it be a source of light 
when darkness surrounds me. 
May it be a source of joy 
when I am sad. 
May it be a source of safety 
when I feel lost. 
Most especially, Lord, 
may it be a source of Divine Love which 
unites us all as one, 
In the Body of Christ, forever. 
Amen 

Lector Schedule  

Saturday, July 4  4:00 p.m. Mary Coan  
Sunday, July 5  8:00 a.m. Lori Follett  
Saturday, July 11 4:00 p.m. Dee Byrne 
Sunday, July 12  8:00 a.m. Denny Deiner 
Saturday, July 18 4:00 p.m. Bob Przybylak 
Sunday, July 19  8:00 a.m. Jay Breneman 
Saturday, July 25 4:00 p.m. Rob Kocur  
Sunday, July 26  8:00 a.m.  Rachel Allburn 

Photo: (left to right) 
Jean Zimmer, Theresa 
Liberatore, Linda Graham, 
Deborah Totzke &  
Marge Burbee 

Prayer Shawls 
The Prayer Shawls meet every other Thursday from 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. in Pastor’s Hall at St. John. Social distancing in 
effect. Masks required. Questions? Contact Mary Margaret 
Skladanowski at 814-520-8903 or Jean Zimmer at 814-746-
9396. This group will meet on again July 9 & 23, and August 6 
& 20. Beginners welcome! 
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 CARL A

& Son
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2101 Ash St.    454-2613
PHILIP A. SLOMSKI, SUPV.

 Pine Avenue Branch
 845 East 38th St. • 825-2500
Affordable Funeral Services • Preplanning

On Site Cremation Tribute Center
Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor

bruggerfuneralhomes.com 163 East 10th Street MARTY KERR
Erie, Pennsylvania 16501 814/453-4488

2087 Interchange Road, 
Erie, PA 16509 

814-864-5000 
www.marriott.com/erish 

FRANK PREGLER, D.O.
Board Certified in

Family Practice & Geriatrics
3710 Pine Avenue
454-5886

RUSSELL C. SCHMIDT & SON
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Dennis D. Schmidt-President, Supervisor
Pre-Arrangements Available

5000 Wattsburg Road • Erie, PA 16504

(814) 824-5000
www.SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan • postage • mailing
document management solutions

“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

www.dusckasfuneralhome.com

 DUSCKAS 
 FUNERAL HOME

Nancy E. Dusckas, Spvr.
2607 Buffalo Road • 899-7656

Gary J Cumming, Spvr.
536 West 10th Street • 452-2456

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 


