
         St. John the Baptist Church  
   Located at 509 E. 26th Street,  Erie, PA  16504 

  

Holy Rosary Church    
Located at E. 28th & East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504 

 

 SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE   
SATURDAY EVENING MASS 4:00 PM   

 St. John the Baptist (April to September) 

 Holy Rosary (October to March)    
 

SUNDAY MORNING MASS    
 8:00 AM at St. John the Baptist  
 10:30 AM  at Holy Rosary  
 

Reminder: Call the church office to reserve a seat 
 

DAILY MASS-LIVE STREAM ONLY 
 8:00 AM Mon & Thurs  at  Holy Rosary   
    Wed & Fri  at  St. John the Baptist  

CONFESSIONS: 2:30-3:30 PM AT ST. JOHN’S 
                            Or by appointment 

 

Rev. John B. Jacquel, Pastor 

July 5, 2020   Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

Partnered Parish Office 
2701 East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504-2999 
St. John the Baptist  814-454-2873 
secretary@sjberie.org  
Holy Rosary   814-456-4254 
parish.secretary@holyrosaryerie.org  
 

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 
8:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.    Office CLOSED Fridays   

 

Faith Formation Ministry at St. Luke Parish 
Director: Sister Carmen Maldonado, SSC 
814-825-6920 Ext 237      
 

Partnered Parish Website:  
stjohn-holyrosary-erie.org/  
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     It is with some sadness and sorrow that we need to 
suspend operations of our St John / Holy Rosary Food 
Pantry. I remember it being moved when I came here over 10 
years ago from one of the St John’s school garage stalls (our 
merged school: Saint John – Holy Rosary Eastside Catholic) 
to the old Holy Rosary School building in the former boys’ 
locker room. Then, due to space, the operations were moved 
across and down the hall to the old girls’ locker room, both on 
the basement level. 
 

   This was fine for many years – as new freezers and 
refrigerators were acquired and moved into the maintenance 
room downstairs next to the girls’ rest room. Finally, this past 
year, a grant was awarded which brought two new upright 
double-door freezers. They were installed in that same 
maintenance room on the lower level. 
 

   In February, Mercy Center for Women purchased the old 
school building from Holy Rosary Parish, with the stipulation 
that we could still use the gym (Hastings Hall) and the Food 
Pantry would remain. However, the contractor they have 
engaged has had to remediate each of the rooms for both 
asbestos and lead – which meant removing everything from 
each room. Then, they will renovate the new rooms for their 
new purposes – so for now the basement level is not usable 
for the Eastside Food Pantry.  
 

   The two new freezers have been moved to the kitchen – 
which take up so much space that there isn’t room for 
nonperishable food items, or the fresh produce brought the 
day of (or the day before) distribution. Hastings Hall is still 
filled with so much furniture from the main and upper level 
classrooms (which are to be renovated into apartments).  
 

   So, the Food Pantry must be suspended until 2021 – at 
which time Mercy Center for Women may decide to take over 
its administration. We have a great group of volunteers from 
Holy Rosary who have made this critical ministry happen for 
years and years and I want to thank them all. Our clients were 
informed where to turn so to receive food distributions in the 
coming months – there’s a food pantry at Henderson U.M. 
Church (on Buffalo Road), for example. But we do wish them 
well, our prayers are with them, and we will miss our monthly 
check-ins.  
      Fr. John 

Newspaper Recycling: 
Bring your newspapers to the eastside 
glass doors of Holy Rosary. Just leave 
them outside, staff will bring them inside 
Thank you for your donations. All money 
raised goes toward the roof repair fund.  

Confirmation Mass amid a pandemic 

June 16, 2020 at St. John the Baptist 

“It is one of the greatest moments of their faith life.” 

     Four young adults were Confirmed and became full 
members of the Catholic Church on June 16 at St. John the 
Baptist Church at a 7:00 p.m. Mass.  SJB/HR parishioners 
Eric Irakoze and Dominic Kaiser were anointed by Fr. John, 
along with Ashley Vorberger of Our Mother of Sorrows.  Fr. 
Tom Trocchio anointed Ira Esperance, his parishioner from 
Mt. Calvary.  Fr. Jerry Priscaro was the third concelebrant and 
was there to support Ashley, his parishioner and niece. In 
addition to his concelebrants, Fr. John was joined in the Mass 
by Deacons Denis Coan and Jerry Sobrowski. 

      

     The Coronavirus pandemic prompted numerous changes 
in protocols at the Confirmation Mass including the wearing of 
masks and social distancing.    
 
     Fr. John welcomed the students and their families to “our 
March 31 Confirmation, being held on June 16,” providing a 
little levity to begin the sacred Rite and relax the exited and 
anxious students.  Although the students could not carry the 
gifts to the altar, two of them were able to proclaim the Word – 
Ira delivered the first reading from Ezekiel and Dominick read 
from 1 Corinthians.  Deacon Sobrowski then proclaimed the 
Gospel, according to St. John.  Fr. John focused his homily on 
Ezekiel but also spoke about the Holy Spirit and the gifts 
given to us at Confirmation.   
 
     Our students chose their saints very conscientiously, 
researching and selecting saints with real meaning to 
them.  Ira chose St. Lucy and was presented by her sponsor, 
family friend Alex Sindahigaya; Dominick chose St. Sebastian 
and was presented by his grandmother Elizabeth Coleman. 
Eric chose St. John the Baptist and was presented by friend 
and mentor Sister Michele Schroeck, R.S.M; and Ashley 
chose St. Flora, with her uncle Jonathan Mangoni sponsoring 
her.  
 
    “It is a joyous time for these young people!,” declares Mary 
Hickin, Director for  Catechesis and Sacraments for the 
Diocese of Erie.    
 
     “Confirmation is the Sacrament that brings to fullness their 
initiation into our Catholic Church.  They are strengthened by 
the Holy Spirit, united more firmly to Christ, receive the gifts of 
the Spirit, and they are charged with spreading and defending 
the faith.  They put on the aroma of Christ and are sealed with 
the Spirit.  It is one of the greatest moments of their faith life,” 
says Mary. 
 
     Music was provided by Pat Marshall and Chuck Cochran, 
enhancing the service.  Approximately 50 people attended the 
Mass.  Confirmation catechist Alice Kendziora was present,  

        (Cont’d on page 3) 

A new way to give online    

    Giving to St. John and Holy Rosary just got a 
lot easier. Go online to stjohn-holyrosary-
erie.org. At the top of this home page, you will 
see the logo featured at the right. Just click it. 
You will be directed to a new page. On this page 
you can select the blue online giving box for St. John or the 
pink online giving box for Holy Rosary. Then, just follow the 
prompts. There is also a place for you to add special 
instructions, and to designate which collection you would like 
to make a contribution.  This is a new and improvement way to 
give to St. John and Holy Rosary online. If you have any 
questions or concerns, contact the church office. Thank you! 

Confirmation during social 
distancing: (front to back) 
 

Eric Irakoza  

(St. John) 
 

Iradukunda Esperance 

 (Mt. Calvary) 
 

Dominick Kaiser  

(Holy Rosary) 
 

Ashley Vorberger 

(Our Mother of Sorrows) 
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 Monday, July 6 
HR Gordon & Eileen Gaither (Daughter-Cindy) 

     Wednesday, July 8 

SJB  Raymond Kowalik (Edward Kowalik) 
 

     Thursday, July 9 
HR   Patti Doss (Carol & Jim Perrotto)  
 

     Friday, July 10 
SJB    Nick D’Annibale (Family) 

     Saturday, July 11 

SJB   4 p.m.       James Lawson (Patty & James Lawson) 

       Sunday, July 12 

SJB  8 a.m.      For all Living & Deceased Parishioners  

HR 10:30 a.m.  Raymond Bianchi (Family) 

 

The Sanctuary Candle is lit this week in memory of  
Carrie Ann (Burbee) Bongiorno (The Berriers).  

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Readings Next Weekend  
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1st Reading: Is 55:10-11 

2nd Reading: Rom 8:18-23 

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-23 
 

 

A Family Perspective 
 

Today’s gospel is about being missionaries. As Jesus 
accepted his mission, parents accept the mission of raising a 
family.  Parents are not alone in this exhausting and difficult 
vocation. Today Jesus calls us to himself when he invites us to 
“Come to me and I will give your rest.”  

July 5, 2020 

In Remembrance  
 

Our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of 

Elizabeth (Buziewicz) Zeiber 

May she rest in peace. 

Join us for Mass on YouTube Live    

Mass is live streamed on the parish YouTube 
channel on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays, all at 8 a.m.   
Go to the St. John/Holy Rosary website:  
http://stjohn-holyrosary-erie.org/ and click 
on the featured video located on the home page.    

Lector Schedule  

Saturday, July 11 4:00 p.m. Dee Byrne 
Sunday, July 12  8:00 a.m. Denny Deiner 
Saturday, July  18 4:00 p.m. Bob Przybylak 
Sunday, July 19  8:00 a.m. Jay Breneman 
Saturday, July 25 4:00 p.m. Rob Kocur 
Sunday, July 26  8:00 a.m. Rachel Allburn 
Saturday, August 1 4:00 p.m. Mary Coan 
Sunday, August 2 8:00 a.m. Bill Dopierala 

Child Protection and Creating Safe Environments -  
Know the Warning Signs of Abuse:  

Those who abuse children look like everyone 
else. They don’t look like scary people that we 
should know to avoid. Rather, most abusers are 
known to the child, such as the parent, sibling, 
parent’s paramour, parent’s spouse, other 
relative or babysitter. One of the most important ways to 
ensure the safety of children in our environments is to know 
the warning signs of adults who present a risk of harm to 
children. Among these signs are when the person (1) always 
wants to be alone with children in areas where no one can 
monitor the interactions, (2) allows children to do things their 
parents would not permit, (3) is always more excited to be 
with children than with adults, and (4) discourages others from 
participating in activities involving kids. For more information 
and resources visit https://www.eriercd.org/childprotection/ 

Confirmation cont’d 

 

but Val Jaskiewicz and Sister 
Millicent Zimmer, S.S.J. were 
unable to be there.  Deacon 
Denis rounds out the catechetical 
team.   
 
     Fr. John declares 
“Confirmation is seen as an 
essential part of completing the 
initiation into the Catholic Church 
- it means one is a "full member" 
and can be a sponsor or 
godparent. It also completes the 
"sealing of the Holy Spirit" which 
begins with baptism, such as you 
find at Samaria in Acts 8:14-17. 
In today's world, particularly, you 
need every source of strength 
and wisdom you can get!” 

                                         
Special Thanks: Thank you to Deacon Denis Coan for live 
streaming the Mass for family members that could not be 
present. 
 

Contributors: Mary Hickin & Marsha MacKinnon 

Above photo: Dominick Kaiser of Holy Rosary, is 
anointed by Fr. John in the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
Fr. John was given permission to confer by Bishop 
Persico. Dominick’s sponsor is his grandmother, 
Elizabeth Coleman. Fr. John is wearing red—the same 
color as Pentecost for these disciples are being gifted 
with the same Holy Spirit. 

Above photo (right) : 
Eric Irakoze of St. John 
the Baptist is anointed by 
Fr. John in the Sacrament 
of Confirmation on June 
16, 2020. 
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 CARL A

& Son
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2101 Ash St.    454-2613
PHILIP A. SLOMSKI, SUPV.

 Pine Avenue Branch
 845 East 38th St. • 825-2500
Affordable Funeral Services • Preplanning

On Site Cremation Tribute Center
Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor

bruggerfuneralhomes.com 163 East 10th Street MARTY KERR
Erie, Pennsylvania 16501 814/453-4488

2087 Interchange Road, 
Erie, PA 16509 

814-864-5000 
www.marriott.com/erish 

FRANK PREGLER, D.O.
Board Certified in

Family Practice & Geriatrics
3710 Pine Avenue
454-5886

RUSSELL C. SCHMIDT & SON
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Dennis D. Schmidt-President, Supervisor
Pre-Arrangements Available

5000 Wattsburg Road • Erie, PA 16504

(814) 824-5000
www.SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan • postage • mailing
document management solutions

“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

www.dusckasfuneralhome.com

 DUSCKAS 
 FUNERAL HOME

Nancy E. Dusckas, Spvr.
2607 Buffalo Road • 899-7656

Gary J Cumming, Spvr.
536 West 10th Street • 452-2456

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 


