
         St. John the Baptist Church  
   Located at 509 E. 26th Street,  Erie, PA  16504 

  

Holy Rosary Church    
Located at E. 28th & East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504 

 

 SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE   
SATURDAY EVENING MASS 4:00 PM   

 St. John the Baptist (April to September) 

 Holy Rosary (October to March)    
 

SUNDAY MORNING MASS    
 8:00 AM at St. John the Baptist  
 10:30 AM  at Holy Rosary  
 

Reminder: Call the church office to reserve a seat 
 

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE 

8:00 AM   Mon & Thurs  at  Holy Rosary   

8:00 AM   Wed & Fri  at  St. John the Baptist  

CONFESSIONS: 2:30-3:30 PM Saturday at Holy Rosary 
or by appointment 

 

Rev. John B. Jacquel, Pastor 

January 3, 2021   Epiphany of the Lord  

 

Partnered Parish Office 
2701 East Avenue, Erie, PA 16504-2917 
 

St. John the Baptist  814-454-2873 
secretary@sjberie.org  
 

Holy Rosary   814-456-4254 
parish.secretary@holyrosaryerie.org  
 

 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Office CLOSED Fridays   
 

Faith Formation Ministry: 
St. Luke FF Director: Sister Carmen Maldonado, SSC    
Adult FF Director: Mary Hickin 920-7525 

 
Partnered Parish Website: stjohn-holyrosary-erie.org/  
 
Please check the "St. John the Baptist / Holy Rosary Erie PA"  
YouTube Channel for the next scheduled Livestream Mass. 
www.youtube.com/channel/UCut5zg6K8S33pN5roPo3cgg  
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   As we begin a new year, I thought I’d share with you a list of 
some of my favorite foreign films. Many people have no 
patience reading subtitles – but these are SO GOOD – that 
you forget you’re reading along – the acting, the story, the 
music, the production – swept me up and inspired me. In faith, 
too! I’ll limit myself to one from each country but could include 
dozens more. 
 

   UK: The Lady in the Van (2015) – Maggie Smith portrays a 
homeless woman with a secret past life. Italy: Life is Beautiful 
(1997) – Roberto Benigni is an incredibly devoted father and 
husband, using humor to address the horror of war. Ireland: 
Waking Ned Devine (1998) – Ian Bannon scours the village to 
find (and befriend) the National Lottery winner. (I think it’s the 
funniest film I’ve seen). Iceland: Woman at War (2018) – the 
protagonist is an eco-terrorist – is her twin sister in cahoots? 
Denmark: Babette’s Feast (1987) – A Catholic woman flees 
Paris and takes refuge in Denmark, forever changing the lives 
of the Dutch Reformed residents there (one of Pope Francis’ 
favorites, too). Finland: Letters for Father Jacob (2009) – a 
blind retired priest enlists the services of a former inmate to 
read and respond to his mail. Sweden: As It Is in Heaven 
(2005) – Daniel is a renown maestro – except he needs total 
rest, so he heads back to his home village to hide. 
 

   France: The Intouchables (2011) – a paraplegic enlists a 
former criminal to be his personal assistant – this film was re-
made well as The Upside in 2019. Germany: Wings of Desire 
(1987) – an angel is weary of keeping watch over humans and 
longs to become one. (It inspired City of Angels a decade 
later). Poland: Decalogue (1989) – Ten hour-long movies shot 
in the same urban setting with overlaps as the director reflects 
on each of the Ten Commandments. 
 

   India: Pather Panchali (1955) – a boy growing up in a rural 
village in Bengal is a very compelling story - it’s the first of a 
trilogy of films by director Santyajit Ray. Iran: The Color of 
Paradise (1999) – a young blind boy’s trials as he is cared for 
by his father and grandmother. Japan: Departures (2008) – an 
unemployed cellist finds an ad for a new job, which he 
presumes is a travel agent. Australia: Rabbit-Proof Fence 
(2002) – three aborigine girls are trying to return home, but 
there are many barriers to overcome.  
 

   Canada: Monsieur Lazhar (2011) – an Algerian immigrant is 
hired to take a class after the suicide of the teacher, and he 
helps them (as they help him) cope with grief. Mexico: Under 
the Same Moon (2007) – a boy crosses the border to find his 
mother, illegally in the U.S., after his grandmother dies.   
   But if you just want one film (a “sampler”), then pick Night on 
Earth (1991) – “five taxis, five cities, one night.” Not very 
inspiring, but two of the five stories are very funny, though a bit 
risqué.     

     Fr. John 

Faith Formation at St. Luke    
 

Director: Sr. Carmen Maldonado 825-6920 Ext 237 

Adult Faith Formation /Director:  Mary Hickin 920-7525 

(Masks/social distancing required) 
 

January 10 10:00 a.m. - FF Parents/Students in the church/
Student Materials –Unit III 
 

Office Reminder  
If you require a 2020 tax statement from the church office, 
contact Marsha. Your statement will be mailed to you or made 
available for pick-up. These statements are NOT emailed. 

A Year Like No Other  
 

     As the year 2021 begins, the Coronavirus pandemic 
remains our constant companion. As we conclude our look 
back at A Year Like No Other, here are a few facts to consider: 
 

• Dec. 8 - Erie County recorded 299 new COVID-19 cases, a          
new one day record. 

• Dec. 9 - The United States recorded the highest daily death 
toll to date due to COVID-19: 3,054 

• Dec. 10 - Gov. Wolf announces a return to a partial 
lockdown to curb the spread of the Coronavirus including the 
closing of restaurants.  

• Dec.14 - The Coronavirus claims the lives of 300,000 
Americans. Of those deaths, 100,000 victims were aged 75 
and older. 

• Dec. 14 – The first FDA approved vaccine against COVID-
19 begins its rollout with essential workers receiving the first 
inoculations in New York City. 

• Dec.22 - Total COVID related deaths in Erie County: 211 

• Dec. 22 –Total cumulative COVID cases in Erie County to 
date: 10,331 

 

     The statistics from government sources can only be 
described as grim. However, as the New Year dawns there is 
hope, now that the two vaccines have been approved. 
 

     In the meantime, we genuinely hope and pray for better 
days ahead, that we can safely gather once again with family 
and friends, and that we can connect more fully with our world. 
      

    In April 2020, Pope Francis wrote the following prayers 
appealing for the end of the COVID-19 pandemic. He asked 
people to recite the rosary and pray these prayers afterward.  

 

FIRST PRAYER 
 

O Mary, 
You shine continuously on our journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
 
 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who, at the foot of the cross, 
were united with Jesus' suffering, 
and persevered in your faith. 
 
 

"Protectress of the Roman people," 
you know our needs, 
and we know that you will provide, 
so that, as at Cana in Galilee, 
joy and celebration may return 
after this time of trial. 
 
 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the will of the Father 
and to do what Jesus tells us. 
 
 

For he took upon himself our suffering, 
and burdened himself with our sorrows 
to bring us, through the cross, 
to the joy of the Resurrection. 
 
 

Amen. 
 
 

We fly to your protection, 
O Holy Mother of God; 
 
 

Do not despise our petitions 
in our necessities, 
but deliver us always 
from every danger, 
 

O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 
         (Cont’d on page 3) 
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 Monday, January 4 
8:00 am HR  Theresa Czupkowski Snyder (Dorothy Fearn) 
 

                   Wednesday, January 6 

8:00 am SJB   Henry & Winifred Wingerter (Denny Deiner) 

                   Thursday,  January 7 

8:00 am HR   Chester Wozniak (Chet & Karen Wozniak) 

                   Friday,  January 8 

8:00 am SJB   Roger Follett (Dee Byrne) 
 

     Saturday, January 9 

4:00 pm HR       For all Living & Deceased Parishioners  

       Sunday, January 10 

8:00 am SJB      Raymond Kowalik  
   (Deacon Denis & Mary Coan) 

10:30 am HR      Lee Wolfe (Paul & Marilyn Madden) 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Readings Next Weekend  
Baptism of the Lord 
1st Reading: Is 55:1-11 

2nd Reading: 1 Jn 5:1-9 

Gospel: Mark 1:7-11 
 

 

A Family Perspective 
 

The Magi in today’s gospel were led to Jesus by a 
star.  Who are the stars your children follow?   Don’t let it be 
the tabloid stars.  Resolve in this New Year to be the guiding 
star in the life of your children.    

January 3, 2021 

In Remembrance  
Our prayers and sympathy to the family and friends of 

Ann ‘Antoinette’ (Concilla) Carlin, Jon Bean, 

And Dora (Buffalari) Washburn. 

May they rest in peace. 

Livestream Mass Schedule 

Go to YouTube and search for St. John the Baptist Holy 
Rosary Erie PA. 

January 1  9:00 a.m. SJB 
January 2  4:00 p.m. HR 
January 10  8:00 a.m. SJB 
January 17  10:30 a.m. HR 
 

Lector Schedule  

Thursday, December 31 5:00 p.m. Rob Kocur 
Friday, January 1 9:00 a.m. Lori Follett 
Saturday, January 2 4:00 p.m. Bob Zimmer 
Sunday, January 3 8:00 a.m. Bill Dopierala 
Sunday, January 3 10:30 a.m. Lisa DiLuzio 
Saturday, January 9 4:00 p.m. Rob Kocur 
Sunday, January 10 8:00 a.m. Lori Follett 
Sunday, January 10 10:30 a.m. Cathy Lojewski 
 

Correction: In the Dec. 20 bulletin, I referred to Jessie 
Morgan Ochalek and her two sons. It should have read her two 
children. My apologies, Marsha    

A Year Like No Other  (Cont’d) 
 

 

SECOND PRAYER 
 
"We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God." 
 

In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is prey 
to suffering and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of God and 
our mother, and seek refuge under your protection. 
 

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes toward us amid this 
coronavirus pandemic. Comfort those who are distraught 
and mourn their loved ones who have died, and at times are 
buried in a way that grieves them deeply. Be close to those 
who are concerned for their loved ones who are sick and 
who, in order to prevent the spread of the disease, cannot 
be close to them. Fill with hope those who are troubled by 
the uncertainty of the future and the consequences for the 
economy and employment. 
 

Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the 
father of mercies, that this great suffering may end and that 
hope and peace may dawn anew. Plead with your divine 
 
Son, as you did at Cana, so that the families of the sick and 
the victims be comforted, and their hearts be opened to 
confidence and trust. 
 

Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and 
volunteers who are on the frontline of this emergency, and 
are risking their lives to save others. Support their heroic 
effort and grant them strength, generosity and continued 
health. 
 

Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to 
priests who, in their pastoral concern and fidelity to the 
Gospel, are trying to help and support everyone. 
 

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women 
engaged in scientific research, that they may find effective 
solutions to overcome this virus. 
 

Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and 
generosity they may come to the aid of those lacking the 
basic necessities of life and may devise social and 
economic solutions inspired by farsightedness and 
solidarity. 
 

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous 
funds invested in developing and stockpiling arms will 
instead be spent on promoting effective research on how to 
prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the future. 
 

Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of 
one great family and to recognize the bond that unites us, 
so that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we can help to 
alleviate countless situations of poverty and need. Make us 
strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer.  
 

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children 
in distress and pray that God will stretch out his all-powerful 
hand and free us from this terrible pandemic, so that life can 
serenely resume its normal course. 
 

To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and 
hope, do we entrust ourselves, O Clement, O Loving, O 
Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen. 
 
 
Posted April 28, 2020 
Catholic News Service 
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 CARL A

& Son
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2101 Ash St.    454-2613
PHILIP A. SLOMSKI, SUPV.

 Pine Avenue Branch
 845 East 38th St. • 825-2500
Affordable Funeral Services • Preplanning

On Site Cremation Tribute Center
Austin J. Brugger, Supervisor

bruggerfuneralhomes.com 163 East 10th Street MARTY KERR
Erie, Pennsylvania 16501 814/453-4488

2087 Interchange Road, 
Erie, PA 16509 

814-864-5000 
www.marriott.com/erish 

FRANK PREGLER, D.O.
Board Certified in

Family Practice & Geriatrics
3710 Pine Avenue
454-5886

RUSSELL C. SCHMIDT & SON
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Dennis D. Schmidt-President, Supervisor
Pre-Arrangements Available

5000 Wattsburg Road • Erie, PA 16504

(814) 824-5000
www.SchmidtFuneralHomeErie.com

HAGAN
business machines

copy • fax • print • scan • postage • mailing
document management solutions

“THE SERVICE LEADER”

814-456-7521

www.dusckasfuneralhome.com

 DUSCKAS 
 FUNERAL HOME

Nancy E. Dusckas, Spvr.
2607 Buffalo Road • 899-7656

Gary J Cumming, Spvr.
536 West 10th Street • 452-2456

Contact Richard Brogna to place an ad today! 
rbrogna@4LPi.com or (848) 225-5120


