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PARISH LIFE 

 

Pastoral Administrator: ………Deborah A. Brown 

Priest Moderator: …….Rev. Msgr. Vincent Becker 

Sacramental Minister: …….Rev. James A. Walter 

Sacramental Minister: …….Rev. Richard DiGiulio 

Permanent Deacon: …………….Marc Leaderstorf 

Permanent Deacon: ……………….Peter Donnelly 

School Principal: ………………….Jonna Johnson 

Business Manager: …………………….Kate Wypij 

Director of Music: …………………Dan Stachelski 

Catechetical Leader: ………………..Jenny Golinski 

Administrative Assistant: ….Stephanie McCormick 

 

SACRAMENTAL LIFE: 

WEEKEND MASSES ARE LIVE STREAMED 

 

Saturday-4:00 pm - Outdoor Mass 

Sunday Masses-9:30 am - Outdoor Mass 

Weekdays (Monday-Friday) - 8:30 am 

Mass at 25% Capacity 

Vigil Mass - As Announced 

Holy Day - As Announced 

Eucharistic Adoration: First Fridays ( 9 am - 

7 pm) 

 

Reconciliation: Every Saturday at 3 pm 

 

Baptism: To Be Determined�

 

Marriage: Arrangements should be made at 

least 9 months ahead. A Marriage Preparation 

Program is required. 

 

 

Letters of Recommendation: Given to those 

who attend Mass regularly, are registered at 

least a month in the parish, and are baptized 

and confirmed. Also, married parishioners must 

be married in the Catholic Church. 

 

Bulletin Deadline: Articles and inserts are 

due 4:00 pm  Friday, one week prior to 

publication. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

St. John the Baptist is a faith-filled Catholic 

Christian community, centered on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Gospel, and His Church. We 

watch and pray as we respond in loving service 

to the needs of our greater community. We 

aspire to grow in holiness, dedicated to life, 

under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in order 

to inspire faith and hope in all people. 

AUGUST 9, 2020  •  NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME �

�

�

St. John the Bapst School: 2028 Sandridge Road • Alden, New York 14004�

School Phone: 716�937�9483 • School Fax: 716�937�9794�

�

Faith Formaon: 716�937�6959�

Faith Formaon Email: faith.formaon@stjohnsalden.org�

�

New Parishioners: Please contact the rectory to register.�

Office Hours are Mon�Fri 9:00 am un�l 2:00 pm�

A Parish of �

Ministerial Excellence�

2021 SANDRIDGE ROAD • ALDEN, NEW YORK 14004�

Rectory Phone: 716�937�6959 • Fax: 716�937�0075�

�

Email: st.johnsaldenparish@gmail.com�

�

Website: www.StJohnAlden.com�

St. John the Baptist  

Roman Catholic Church 
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available on a weekly basis to 

remember the intentions of our 

loved ones, living or dead. The 

cost is the same as a Mass 

intention ($15). This money will 

directly benefit the parish.�

FOR THE WEEK OF SUNDAY, 

AUGUST 9 

The Sanctuary light is lit to the 

Glory of God & for 

Our Parishioners 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Isaiah 56:1, 

6�7/Psalm 67:2�3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/Romans 

11:13�15, 29�32/Matthew 15:21�2  

A Word from Today’s Scriptures 

The Walking on the Water:  Immediately 

Jesus stretched out his hand and caught 

Peter, and said to him, “O you of little faith, 

why did you doubt?” �

Matthew: 14:31 �

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.  

Prayer starter: Father in heaven, faith is 

simple, but not easy. I so quickly sink without 

your hand reaching out to me and holding me 

up. Give me the faith to keep my eyes firmly 

fixed on you, no matter what storms may rage 

around me. �

 

W������ �� 8/3/2020�

�

S����� C	

���	��

� Total.........................$6,995.00�

W� S�����

� 7/25�7/31……………….$1,569.00�

�

F����
 Y��� 	 D�� �

� (9/1/2019�8/31/2020).............�

� .............................$429,741.44�

R����� P����� M�����
 

B����� F����

� Total..........................$1224.00 �

      The first reading (1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a) is incredible. We find the prophet Elijah on the holy mountain Horeb. In the Bible, 

the image of a mountain communicates our desire to get closer to God. Elijah is troubled and flees to the mountain. In the 

passages leading up to today’s, we learn that the King Jezebel is trying to kill Elijah. Elijah’s prophecies about what God wants 

people to do are difficult for those in the status quo. He is fearful and even asks God to take his life. As he is hiding in the cave, 

the Lord tells him to come out of his cave and the Lord will pass by. First comes a strong and heavy wind which was tearing the 

mountain apart. “But the Lord was not in the wind.” Next there was an earthquake. “But the Lord was not in the earthquake.” 

Next there was fire. “But the Lord was not in the fire.” After the fire, there was a tiny whispering sound. Elijah then “Hid his 

face.” He knew that this was the Lord. Take a moment to reflect on this. What do these words mean for you right now?  

 

      For me, I find great comfort in this passage. God is certainly very powerful and capable. It is a given God that can use this 

power to provide us with whatever we need. But how God wields that power is the essence of this passage. God’s greatest gift 

is that he uses his power gently and peacefully. We have free will. We have to choose God and his ways over our human 

tendencies. It is in that relationship, like that of a friend who just knows what we need, that God does his best work. God is a 

God of love. God reassures Elijah that no matter how bleak it seems, he needs to stick with his mission and God will provide 

the necessary support. How true is that for us today in the midst of COVID, a disgraced, bankrupt Diocese, and a presidential 

election fraught with fear and uncertainty? When we pray, we need to get away from all the noise and listen for the tiny 

whispering sound that is God.  

 

      The Gospel (Matt 14:22-33), is Matthew’s account of the miracle of Jesus walking on the water. As was customary in the 

time of Jesus, Hebrew fishermen like Peter would go out and fish at night when the fish were more active and not as aware of 

where your boat might be. Our story today immediately follows the account of the loaves and fishers that we heard last week. 

While the fishing expedition begins, Jesus goes off as he often does throughout his human existence, to pray by himself. While 

the disciples are fishing, a storm comes up. They are being pushed further and further from shore and are battling the winds to 

save their boat and their lives. They are exhausted and frightened. At last, Jesus comes to their rescue, calmly  walking on the 

water. God has the power, but God wields power in love, gentleness and peace. 

MISSING CHAIN FALL: Our Cemetery caretaker 

Phil is missing his blue chain fall. To whoever 

borrowed it, please return it to the rectory. 

Thank you! 

STAYING SAFE: Just a reminder that if you do not 

feel comfortable coming to the rectory but need 

our help, please call us at 716-937-6959 or 

email st.johnsaldenparish@gmail.com. We can 

accomplish many requests, including Mass 

Intentions and adding to the prayer list right 

over the phone. 

ASSUMPTION MASS: A Mass for the 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary will be on Saturday, August 15

th

 

at 8:30 am. It will be inside the church. 

Please note the Mass reminders 

located on the half - page flap. A 

collection will also be taken at that 

time. 
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PRAYER LIST: For those who have a loved one on the sick list If they no longer need to be on the list, please contact the rectory and 

have them removed. If we do not hear from you by September 1

st

, 2020, we will remove names currently on the list. For those in need of 

prayers, we will gladly keep them on the list. 

PRAYER FOR THE SELECTION OF A NEW BISHOP 

�

Merciful Father, you gave us shepherds as successors of the apostles to guide and govern your Church. 

We implore your Holy Spirit to guide the selection process as a new bishop is chosen to lead our diocese. 

May he be a pastor filled with holiness and compassion who will foster healing and a greater love of your name. 

Allow our hearts to be open to the candidate of your choosing so that, together as disciples of Jesus, we may continue to build 

your Kingdom. Amen. 

RECIPES FOR COOKBOOK: We are still accepting recipes for 

the Parish Cookbook due to be available for Christmas time 

for purchase. We need to hit the recommended 99 recipes 

to get published. If you have a recipe that you would like to 

share, please drop it in the collection basket, send it/drop it 

o f f  t o  t h e  R e c t o r y  o r  e m a i l  i t  t o 

st.johnsaldenparish@gmail.com. Thank you to everyone 

who has already shared!�

Please pray for all who are in need: Bill Chapman, Ann G, Mary Ann Mezydlo, Kathleen Gabriel & Family, Dawn Zweck, Melanie Koshefer, Jay 

Walter, Jim “Spanky” Haas, Antoinette Wiltberger, Dennis McCarthy, Christine Zgoda, Michelle Butler Bliss, June Ballistieri, Derek Roberts, Justin 

Balducci, Sandra Garcia, Betty Hollmer, Thomas Smith & Family, Fred & Helen Poltowicz, Bernadette Sinibaldi, Wendy Brendel, Ed Keller, Bella 

Grace, Karen Grisanti, Joel Rivera, Rosa Maria Santos, Mackenzie Refermat, Michael Green, Jim Hayes, Anne Marie Allport, Bridget Farewell, Joe 

Zolman, Tawny Hinrichsen, Theresa Kwiatkowski, Joe Hoiden, John Neidhart, Madeleine Newman, Bill Purdy, Susan Hoiden, Edie Overhoff, Bob & 

Lana, Nicholas Oddo, Dan Shields, Joseph Mercer, Eric G, Beau McCoy, Bud Miller, Rose Pych, Donald Slubecky, Diane Newman, Robert Bruch, 

Mary & Chris Reiner, Jackie McClive, David Bates, Edward Smith, Jr. & Family, Paul Smith & Family, Tom Pasek, Susan Abramo, Douglas Hahn, 

Ron Heist, Ann Fronckowiak, Bill Kirschner, David Nowak, Jim Ryan, Paul Smith, Debbie Hamm, Dorothy Czechowski, Faye Jondle, Patricia Dudly, 

Mary Rodgers, Dawn Duncan, Harvey Reibel, Karen Laurent, Angie Soper, John Hagerty, Terry Moore, Kathy Wagner, Tonya Renkas, Nicole 

Lindner, Richard Kropp, Jeff Keller, Jeffery Golata, Carl Jeziorski, Gretl Karlnoski , JoAnne Koszuta, Art Fisher, Gary Powers, Debbie S, Marlene 

Smith, Jackie Budnik, TSI Group, MaryAnn Mazurowski  and All Special Intentions. 

AFTER MASS CLEANING CREW: In order to be able to return to 

Mass indoors in the fall, we need teams to clean after every 

weekend Mass to insure the safety of others and to be in 

compliance with the county. We need people for 4:00 pm 

Mass on Saturdays, and 9:30, and 11:00 am Mass on 

Sundays. We will create a schedule with everyone who 

volunteers so that no one has to do every weekend. Please 

contact the rectory if you can help. These teams are vital to 

allow us to continue Mass while we navigate this COVID 

crisis.  

FIRST COMMUNION AUGUST 9

TH

, 2020: Congratulations to the 

following children receiving their First Eucharist this 

weekend: 

“PRE-ORDER” FOR PARISH COOKBOOK: While progress is 

being made on the cookbook, we would like to see how 

many would be interested in purchasing a book for 

themselves, a friend, or loved one. Pricing will be 

dependent on the number of books we order and it is 

recommended that we publish at least 99 recipes. If you are 

interested in a book, please send us your name, phone 

number, and how many that you would like to 

st.johnsaldenparish@gmail.com, send it in the mail, or drop 

your request in the collection and we will contact you once 

we know prices and finalize your order. 

Lexis Aston 

Breanna Donlon 

Olivia Ripstein 

Lily Tobin�

�

AUDIO AND VISUAL HELP NEEDED FOR MASS: Now that we are 

livestreaming our Masses, we could use some help to avoid 

technical difficulties. If you are tech-savy and would like to 

volunteer, please contact the Rectory and ask for Debbie. Thank 

you! 

FIRST COMMUNION AUGUST 2

ND

, 2020: Congratulations Landon 

Fix for making their First Eucharist this weekend!�



FAITH FORMATION: 

 

First Eucharist�

      First Eucharist will be held at a special 11:00 am Mass 

each weekend from the end of July through August. These 

Masses are for First Communion Families ONLY. An email 

was sent to all First Communicants with a link to sign up for 

their Mass choice. We are limiting the numbers at each Mass 

to space people with proper social distancing. If you haven't 

signed up yet please do so soon so we know how to plan 

going forward. 

SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Dear St. John the Baptist Parishioners 

      I appreciate the prayers and support that the parish 

community continues to put forth for our teachers, our 

students, and our parents. The past few weeks have certainly 

been challenging as everyone tries to figure out the best plan 

for their children. 

 

      We are thrilled by the increase in phone calls that our 

office has received from new families, and current families, as 

each family works through their decision. I am often asked, “ 

What should I do in the Fall?” While I am happy to provide 

information, insight, and support, I ultimately want each family 

to make their own decisions. What works for one family, will 

not work for another, and that is ok.  

 

      I think it is important that families go with the decision that 

feels right for them, and more important that we respect those 

decisions. When we have grace and understanding for each 

other then we are living in the light of Jesus. 

 

Many Blessings,  

Mrs. Jonna Johnson, Principal 

 

We are accepting registrations for grades PreK 4- 8th 

Grade for In-Person Instruction. Some of our classes do 

have a waiting list, so we encourage you to contact us 

soon. Please contact the school office to register your 

child!  

Summer Office Hours: Monday - Thursday from 10 am - 2 

pm. We are closed on Fridays. We encourage you to call, 937

-9483, prior to stopping down.  

 

SIGN IN AT THE RECTORY: Please sign in at the entry way of the 

Rectory when coming to visit. We need to be able to trace who 

has been here should COVID-19 plague our office. Anyone 

entering the Rectory will be subject to having their temperature 

taken before entering the facility. Please do not come to visit if 

you have been experiencing flu - like symptoms, or feel that 

you may have been exposed to COVID-19 - Thank you!�
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  Saturday, August 8 

  4:00 pm Connie Lopez - Ann Walters & Family 

  Sunday, August 9 (19

th

 Sunday in ordinary time) 

  9:30 am William Rosenthal - Linda Ludwig 

 Living & Deceased Members of the Holy Name 

Society 

  Monday, August 10 

  8:30 am Glenn & Francis Kocher - Family 

  Tuesday, August 11 

  8:30 am Robert Hamilton - Hamilton Family 

 

  Wednesday, August 12 

  8:30 am Betty Earsing - Irene, Sue, & Kim Szmanski 

  Thursday, August 13 

  8:30 am John Grabias - Daughter 

  Friday, August 14 

  8:30 am Betty Walter - Family 

  Saturday, August 15 

..8:30 am All Souls 

  4:00 pm Frank Earsing—The Earsing Family 

 

  Sunday, August 16 (20

th

 Sunday in ordinary time) 

  9:30 am Betty Earsin - AED Ladies Auxillary 

 Alex Lopez - Maryann Beers 

  11:00 am Mary Jane Previte - Diane Frys 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed 

Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if you were already there, 

and I unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

(Saint Alphonsus Liguori)    

REMINDERS FOR MASS 

 

�� Please wear a mask at all times when you are in the 

Church. Outdoors, please wear your mask when going to 

communion and any other time you are less than 6 feet 

from someone. 

�� At communion, the host will be placed in your hand only. 

Please step off to the side after receiving it and lower 

your mask just long enough to consume the host. 

�� If you cannot follow these guidelines, please remain at 

your seat or in your car and make a spiritual 

communion.  

 

�� The Church will be open for prayer after 8:30 am mass 

until noon. Please use the hand sanitizer that is 

available. Please use the Clorox wipes after you sit in an 

area to sanitize your it when you are ready to leave. 

 

�� At our two outdoor masses, the radio frequency on your 

FM radio is 88.9. All Masses are currently live - 

streamed . 



 Pre-Planned Funeral Consultations

 FUNERAL HOME, INC.
 Alden, New York 937-7411

PERSONAL & BUSINESS
TAX PREPARATION

(716) 937-7588
1472 Exchange St. • Alden, NY

Wagner MonuMentsWagner MonuMents
Monuments • Markers • Urns
Vases • Cemetery Lettering

892-5505892-5505
2953 Genesee St. Bet. Harlem & Union

13349 Broadway Street
alden, new york 14004

(716) 937-9150
www.michaelcolelaw.com

CREIGHTON OPTICALCREIGHTON OPTICAL
Derek A. ZAkrZewskiDerek A. ZAkrZewski

JAmes F. CreightonJAmes F. Creighton

Routine & Diabetic Eye Exams,
Eyeglasses, Sunglasses,

& Contact Lenses
 13295 Broadway • Alden 937-7373937-7373

St. Adalbert’sSt. Adalbert’s
CemeteriesCemeteries

Serving WNY since 1890
6200 Broadway • Lancaster, NY 14086

1621 Dale Road • Cheektowaga, NY 14225

681-3090

C
M
harles

eyer

KOTAS & KOTAS, CPAs

Your ChoiCe ForYour ChoiCe For
Collision & MeChaniCal repairsCollision & MeChaniCal repairs

12089 Broadway Alden, NY
(716) 937-9343(716) 937-9343

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0964

Alden TherApeuTic MAssAge
Meghan J. Mahaney LMT

Jessica L. Smith LMT
11861 Broadway-Alden

716-449-8674
email: mmahaneylmt@gmail.com

St. John the 
Baptist Church
www.stjohnalden.weshareonline.org

Century ArchitecturalCentury Architectural Sheet Metal LLC Sheet Metal LLC
Residential Roofing• Copper Work - • Slate

Bus 716-873-0655Bus 716-873-0655
1901 Niagara St. • Buffalo, NY 14207

 Michael Zink Rich Kraft Michael Zink Rich Kraft
 812-0954 380-0711 812-0954 380-0711

(formerly of Peter W. Eberz & Son)

ALL-AMERICAN
LAND & TREE LLC
Landscaping • Concrete • Patios
Retaining Walls • Snowplowing

FREE ESTIMATES • EMERGENCY SERVICE • FULLY INSURED
Rich Marchewka • (716) 937-3690

Contact James McGee to place an ad today! 
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

Roofing • Siding • Windows • Gutters
 A Local Alden Business

716-681-3030
www.LeveledContracting.com

EMAIL: JMACKEN41@YAHOO.COM
CLEANING, REPAIR AND INSTALLATION

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL

716-713-3309

(716)
671-ROOF

For help with YOUR 
next STRATEGIC real 
estate move call The 

Bishop Team at: 

791-SALE(7
16

)

 SERVICE - REPAIRS
 INSTALLATION
 Furnaces, Boilers, 
 Air Conditioners, 

Hot Water Tanks, Sump Pumps, 
Humidifiers and Home Standby Generators

Derek Cattoi, Owner 716-512-1335
www.czheatingandcooling.com


