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PARISH LIFE 

 

Pastoral Administrator: ………Deborah A. Brown 

Priest Moderator: …….Rev. Msgr. Vincent Becker 

Sacramental Minister: …….Rev. James A. Walter 

Sacramental Minister: …….Rev. Richard DiGiulio 

Permanent Deacon: …………….Marc Leaderstorf 

Permanent Deacon: ……………….Peter Donnelly 

School Principal: ………………….Jonna Johnson 

Business Manager: …………………….Kate Wypij 

Director of Music: …………………Dan Stachelski 

Catechetical Leader: ………………..Jenny Golinski 

Administrative Assistant: ….Stephanie McCormick 

 

SACRAMENTAL LIFE: 

WEEKEND MASSES ARE LIVE STREAMED 

 

Saturday-4:00 pm - Outdoor Mass 

Sunday Masses-9:30 am - Outdoor Mass 

Weekdays (Monday-Friday) - 8:30 am 

Mass at 25% Capacity 

Vigil Mass - As Announced 

Holy Day - As Announced 

Eucharistic Adoration: First Fridays ( 9 am - 

7 pm) 

 

Reconciliation: Every Saturday at 3 pm 

 

Baptism: To Be Determined�

 

Marriage: Arrangements should be made at 

least 9 months ahead. A Marriage Preparation 

Program is required. 

 

 

Letters of Recommendation: Given to those 

who attend Mass regularly, are registered at 

least a month in the parish, and are baptized 

and confirmed. Also, married parishioners must 

be married in the Catholic Church. 

 

Bulletin Deadline: Articles and inserts are 

due 4:00 pm  Friday, one week prior to 

publication. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

St. John the Baptist is a faith-filled Catholic 

Christian community, centered on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Gospel, and His Church. We 

watch and pray as we respond in loving service 

to the needs of our greater community. We 

aspire to grow in holiness, dedicated to life, 

under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in order 

to inspire faith and hope in all people. 

AUGUST 16, 2020  •  TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME �

�

�

St. John the Bapst School: 2028 Sandridge Road • Alden, New York 14004�

School Phone: 716�937�9483 • School Fax: 716�937�9794�

�

Faith Formaon: 716�937�6959�

Faith Formaon Email: faith.formaon@stjohnsalden.org�

�

New Parishioners: Please contact the rectory to register.�

Office Hours are Mon�Fri 9:00 am un�l 2:00 pm�

A Parish of �

Ministerial Excellence�

2021 SANDRIDGE ROAD • ALDEN, NEW YORK 14004�

Rectory Phone: 716�937�6959 • Fax: 716�937�0075�

�

Email: st.johnsaldenparish@gmail.com�

�

Website: www.StJohnAlden.com�

St. John the Baptist  

Roman Catholic Church 
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FOR THE WEEK OF SUNDAY, 

AUGUST 16 

The Sanctuary light is lit to the 

Glory of God & for 

Kathy Petsche 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Isaiah 22:19�

23/Psalm 138:1�2, 2�3, 6, 8 [8bc]/

Romans 11:33�36/Matthew 16:13�2  

A Word from Today’s Scriptures 

The Canaanite Woman’s Faith: Then Jesus said 

to her in reply, “O woman, great is your faith! 

Let it be done for you as you wish.” And the 

woman’s daughter was healed from that hour.   

Matthew: 15:28 �

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.  

Prayer starter: Lord Jesus, give me the 

persistent faith of this Canaanite woman so 

that I might eat at your table in the 

kingdom of your Father. Give me the grace 

to persevere in following you�

W������ �� 8/9/2020�

�

S����� C	

���	��

� Total.........................$6,574.00 �
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� .............................$437,934.44�
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� Total..........................$1222.00 �

2021 MASS INTENTION BOOK: 

The 2021 Mass Intention Book 

is now open. Please note that 

when you request a Mass to 

include your phone number 

should Masses need to be 

rescheduled.  

      One of the basic premises of God is that God is beyond all human understanding. When I look at the stars, one of my great 

summer pleasures, I am so incredibly overwhelmed by the stars, planets, nebulas and black holes that are out there. Much is 

beyond what my telescope can see, but the universe is billions of years old with billions of stars. God must truly be amazing. 

 

      Our readings today give us important insights into God that are central to our Catholic understanding of who God is. First, 

we believe that God created the universe, that God is everywhere in what he created, and that God created everything from 

nothing. That is the definition of sacramentality, a theological understanding of God’s abiding presence in every person, every 

object, every culture, everywhere in all times and places. The second related belief we Catholics have is that God’s uses his 

created reality to communicate his love and mercy for us. We call this grace. This is known theologically as mediation. The last 

concept is called “communio” in Latin – the fact that salvation is a within community. As individuals we receive grace and 

worship God, for sure, but it is only in the context of community that grace abounds and is shared. The goal is for the salvation 

of EVERYONE. It is not just about me. The greater our understanding of who God is, the more we can think in terms of 

communion.  

 

      Today’s readings point to the accessibility to God by everyone. The Israelites believed they were the “chosen people” and 

by the time just before the exile they had taken this idea to mean God was exclusively theirs. The Old Testament up to this 

point, was very clear they had a mission to bring God to the world but the people of God felt that they were the only ones with 

access to God. Our first reading (Isaiah 56:1,6-7) explains the law as it pertained to foreigners. After the exile, the Israelites 

returned to their holy city of Jerusalem. Everything was destroyed. Many of the people during captivity and the fleeing of 

Jerusalem to all parts of the world, came back intermarried and away from their faith. As they rebuilt, they began to realize that 

God was universal, that God’s love was for everyone, and that they needed to be inclusive not exclusive. They learned a 

lesson when they lost everything. 

 

      The Gospel (Matt15:21-28) then reminds the disciples at the time of Jesus and all of the baptized disciples to follow, that 

God cares about everyone and not just those who consider God to be their own. This story of the Canaanite woman seems on 

the surface to be kind of cruel on the part of Jesus. But, in the end it was meant to illustrate that her faith was stronger than the 

disciples was at that point in time. Access to God (through Jesus) was open to ANYONE through faith. It is an important lesson 

for disciples in every age. God is universal. God is bigger than anything we know. God loves us without exception. WOW! 

STAYING SAFE: Just a reminder that if 

you do not feel comfortable coming to 

the rectory but need our help, please 

call us at 716-937-6959 or email 

st.johnsaldenparish@gmail.com. We 

can accomplish many requests, 

including Mass Intentions and adding 

to the prayer list right over the phone. 
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SICK LIST: For those who have a loved one on the sick list If they 

no longer need to be on the list, please contact the rectory and 

have them removed. If we do not hear from you by September 1

st

, 

2020, we will remove names currently on the list. For those in 

need of prayers, we will gladly keep them on the list. 

RECIPES FOR COOKBOOK: We are still accepting recipes for 

the Parish Cookbook due to be available for Christmas time 

for purchase. We need to hit the recommended 99 recipes to 

get published. If you have a recipe that you would like to 

share, please drop it in the collection basket, send it/drop it off 

to the Rectory or email it to st.johnsaldenparish@gmail.com. 

Thank you to everyone who has already shared!�

FAITH FORMATION: 

 

      We are still in need of a few volunteers to assist once 

a month with our high school and Confirmation program. If 

you feel God calling you to this ministry please contact the 

faith formation department at faith.formation@stjohnsalden.org. 

Lessons will be provided. 

Registration for the 2020-2021 year is now open. The 

form and information is on the website 

stjohnsalden.com under the Faith Formation tab. 

Please pray for all who are sick and for those who care for them: Bill Chapman, Ann G, Mary Ann Mezydlo, Kathleen Gabriel & Family, Dawn 

Zweck, Melanie Koshefer, Jay Walter, Jim “Spanky” Haas, Antoinette Wiltberger, Dennis McCarthy, Christine Zgoda, Michelle Butler Bliss, June 

Ballistieri, Derek Roberts, Justin Balducci, Sandra Garcia, Betty Hollmer, Thomas Smith & Family, Fred & Helen Poltowicz, Bernadette Sinibaldi, 

Wendy Brendel, Ed Keller, Bella Grace, Karen Grisanti, Joel Rivera, Rosa Maria Santos, Mackenzie Refermat, Michael Green, Jim Hayes, Anne 

Marie Allport, Bridget Farewell, Joe Zolman, Tawny Hinrichsen, Theresa Kwiatkowski, Joe Hoiden, John Neidhart, Madeleine Newman, Bill Purdy, 

Susan Hoiden, Edie Overhoff, Bob & Lana, Nicholas Oddo, Dan Shields, Joseph Mercer, Eric G, Beau McCoy, Bud Miller, Rose Pych, Donald 

Slubecky, Diane Newman, Robert Bruch, Mary & Chris Reiner, Jackie McClive, David Bates, Edward Smith, Jr. & Family, Paul Smith & Family, Tom 

Pasek, Susan Abramo, Douglas Hahn, Ron Heist, Ann Fronckowiak, Bill Kirschner, David Nowak, Jim Ryan, Paul Smith, Debbie Hamm, Dorothy 

Czechowski, Faye Jondle, Patricia Dudly, Mary Rodgers, Dawn Duncan, Harvey Reibel, Karen Laurent, Angie Soper, John Hagerty, Terry Moore, 

Kathy Wagner, Tonya Renkas, Nicole Lindner, Richard Kropp, Jeff Keller, Jeffery Golata, Carl Jeziorski, Gretl Karlnoski , JoAnne Koszuta, Art Fisher, 

Gary Powers, Debbie S, Marlene Smith, Jackie Budnik, TSI Group, MaryAnn Mazurowski  and All Special Intentions. 

AFTER MASS CLEANING CREW: In order to be able to return to 

Mass indoors in the fall, we need teams to clean after every 

weekend Mass to ensure the safety of others and to be in 

compliance with the county. We need people for 4:00 pm 

Mass on Saturdays, and 9:30, and 11:00 am Mass on 

Sundays. We will create a schedule with everyone who 

volunteers so that no one has to do every weekend. Please 

contact the rectory if you can help. These teams are vital to 

allow us to continue Mass while we navigate this COVID 

crisis.  

�

AUDIO AND VISUAL HELP NEEDED FOR MASS: Now that we are 

livestreaming our Masses, we could use some help to avoid 

technical difficulties. If you are tech-savy and would like to 

volunteer, please contact the Rectory and ask for Debbie.  

A SPECIAL THANKS: In Memory of Grandma Elaine Schilling, a 

donation was made on behalf of her granddaughter and First 

Communicant, Kate Martin, by her family. 

CORONAVIRUS ANXIETY AND OUR YOUNG PEOPLE: HOW TO HELP THEM COPE�

      Join us for an exclusive presentation for parents with national author, speaker and counselor Roy Petitfils. Roy has worked with 

youth and young adults for more than 20 years as a minister, teacher, school administrator, school counselor and 

now as a counselor in private practice. He has authored several books including: Helping Teens with Stress, Anxie-

ty, and Depression: A Field Guide for Catholic Parents, Pastors, and Youth Leaders and is a TED talk speaker as 

well as presenter of workshops on teens around the country. 

      This will be a virtual conference on Tuesday, August 25

th

 at 4:30 pm. Faith Formation and School families 

should watch their emails and the parish website for registration information. There will be time for questions and 

answers with Roy too. The presentation is free and is being sponsored by our parish, St. Joseph University, WACY 

(Wyoming Association of Catholic Youth), St. John the Baptist (Alden), St. George, and St. Mary of the Assumption 

(Lancaster.)  

 

Here is the info to join us: 

"Coronavirus Anxiety and Our Young People: How to Help Them Cope"-a Workshop for Parents 

Tuesday, August 25, 2020 4:30 pm- 6:00 pm (EDT) Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 

https://www.gotomeet.me/patriciaspear/ccoronavirus-anxiety-and-our-young-people You can also dial in using your phone. 

United States: +1 (408) 650-3123 



SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Dear St. John the Baptist Parishioners, 

      By this time most families have made their decisions 

regarding the upcoming school year. As difficult as those 

decisions were to make, it is going to be equally difficult on 

our children. Adults have the ability to use coping 

mechanisms that we have learned over time, however 

children need a little extra assistance. Here are a few 

suggestions that you can use to help talk things over with your 

child. 

1.Be positive. Having a positive attitude, even when 

things are difficult, is going to help any situation. Children 

are going to take their cue from the adults in their life, so if 

you are positive about the situation, they are more likely 

to approach the school year in a positive way. 

2.Be faithful. This is a great time to use prayer and invite 

God into your life, and into your struggles.  

3.Be present. Children deal with stress in many different 

ways. A change in behavior, sleep routine, or eating 

habits can all be a sign that a child is feeling stress or 

anxiety. Identifying stress early can also lead to early 

intervention. 

4.Be understanding. Children often need to talk through 

things a number of times and they need to ask a lot of 

questions, especially if it is something that they are 

unsure about. Give your child a space to open up. 

5.Be patient. It is important that you are patient and calm 

when talking through change, so it might be a good idea 

to set up a designated time that is free from distractions. 

Remember to be patient with yourself too. 

6.Be fun. There is still a lot of summer left, so don’t forget 

to find time to laugh and play with your kids. This is even 

important for our “older” kids, who may seem put together 

on the outside, but may be struggling on the inside.�

      We have great resources on the school website, and we 

are always happy to help you along if you need it. We are all 

in this together.�

 

Many Blessings,  

Mrs. Jonna Johnson, Principal 

 

We are accepting registrations for grades PreK 4- 8th 

Grade for In-Person Instruction. Please contact the 

school office to register your child!  

Summer Office Hours: Monday - Thursday from 10 am - 2 

pm. We are closed on Fridays. We encourage you to call, 937

-9483, prior to stopping down.  
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  Saturday, August 15 

..8:30 am All Souls 

  4:00 pm Frank Earsing—The Earsing Family 

  Sunday, August 16 (20

th

 Sunday in ordinary time) 

  9:30 am Betty Earsing - AFD Ladies Auxiliary  

 Alex Lopez - Maryann Beers 

  11:00 am Mary Jane Previte - Diane Frys 

  Monday, August 17 

  8:30 am Msgr David Slubecky - Estate 

  Tuesday, August 18 

  8:30 am Anthony J. Wezka - St. John’s Legion of Mary 

 

  Wednesday, August 19 

  8:30 am Our Parishioners 

  Thursday, August 20 

  8:30 am Betty Earsing - Michael & Margaret Tremblay 

  Friday, August 21 

  8:30 am Elizabeth Keller - Brenda Keller 

  Saturday, August 22 

  4:00 pm Vito & Teresa Lorenzi - The Smith Family 

 

  Sunday, August 23 (21

st

 Sunday in ordinary time) 

  9:30 am Greg Hoelscher - Sharon & Jamie Hoelscher 

  11:00 am Mom Krantz - Diane Frys 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed 

Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if you were already there, 

and I unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

(Saint Alphonsus Liguori)    

REMINDERS FOR MASS 

 

�� Please wear a mask at all times when you are in the 

church. Outdoors, please wear your mask when going to 

communion and any other time you are less than 6 feet 

from someone. 

�� At communion, the host will be placed in your hand only. 

Please step off to the side after receiving it and lower 

your mask just long enough to consume the host. 

�� If you cannot follow these guidelines, please remain at 

your seat or in your car and make a spiritual 

communion.  

 

�� The church will be open for prayer after 8:30 am mass 

until noon. Please use the hand sanitizer that is 

available. Please use the Clorox wipes after you sit in an 

area to sanitize it when you are ready to leave. 

 

�� At our two outdoor Masses, the radio frequency on your 

FM radio is 88.9. All Masses are currently live - 

streamed . 



 Pre-Planned Funeral Consultations

 FUNERAL HOME, INC.
 Alden, New York 937-7411

PERSONAL & BUSINESS
TAX PREPARATION

(716) 937-7588
1472 Exchange St. • Alden, NY

Wagner MonuMentsWagner MonuMents
Monuments • Markers • Urns
Vases • Cemetery Lettering

892-5505892-5505
2953 Genesee St. Bet. Harlem & Union

13349 Broadway Street
alden, new york 14004

(716) 937-9150
www.michaelcolelaw.com

CREIGHTON OPTICALCREIGHTON OPTICAL
Derek A. ZAkrZewskiDerek A. ZAkrZewski

JAmes F. CreightonJAmes F. Creighton

Routine & Diabetic Eye Exams,
Eyeglasses, Sunglasses,

& Contact Lenses
 13295 Broadway • Alden 937-7373937-7373

St. Adalbert’sSt. Adalbert’s
CemeteriesCemeteries

Serving WNY since 1890
6200 Broadway • Lancaster, NY 14086

1621 Dale Road • Cheektowaga, NY 14225

681-3090

C
M
harles

eyer

KOTAS & KOTAS, CPAs

Your ChoiCe ForYour ChoiCe For
Collision & MeChaniCal repairsCollision & MeChaniCal repairs

12089 Broadway Alden, NY
(716) 937-9343(716) 937-9343

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0964

Alden TherApeuTic MAssAge
Meghan J. Mahaney LMT

Jessica L. Smith LMT
11861 Broadway-Alden

716-449-8674
email: mmahaneylmt@gmail.com

St. John the 
Baptist Church
www.stjohnalden.weshareonline.org

Century ArchitecturalCentury Architectural Sheet Metal LLC Sheet Metal LLC
Residential Roofing• Copper Work - • Slate

Bus 716-873-0655Bus 716-873-0655
1901 Niagara St. • Buffalo, NY 14207

 Michael Zink Rich Kraft Michael Zink Rich Kraft
 812-0954 380-0711 812-0954 380-0711

(formerly of Peter W. Eberz & Son)

ALL-AMERICAN
LAND & TREE LLC
Landscaping • Concrete • Patios
Retaining Walls • Snowplowing

FREE ESTIMATES • EMERGENCY SERVICE • FULLY INSURED
Rich Marchewka • (716) 937-3690

Contact James McGee to place an ad today! 
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

Roofing • Siding • Windows • Gutters
 A Local Alden Business

716-681-3030
www.LeveledContracting.com

EMAIL: JMACKEN41@YAHOO.COM
CLEANING, REPAIR AND INSTALLATION

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL

716-713-3309

(716)
671-ROOF

For help with YOUR 
next STRATEGIC real 
estate move call The 

Bishop Team at: 

791-SALE(7
16

)

 SERVICE - REPAIRS
 INSTALLATION
 Furnaces, Boilers, 
 Air Conditioners, 

Hot Water Tanks, Sump Pumps, 
Humidifiers and Home Standby Generators

Derek Cattoi, Owner 716-512-1335
www.czheatingandcooling.com


