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PARISH LIFE 

 

Pastoral Administrator: ………Deborah A. Brown 

Priest Moderator: …….Rev. Msgr. Vincent Becker 

Sacramental Minister: …….Rev. James A. Walter 

Sacramental Minister: …….Rev. Richard DiGiulio 

Permanent Deacon: …………….Marc Leaderstorf 

Permanent Deacon: ……………….Peter Donnelly 

School Principal: ………………….Jonna Johnson 

Business Manager: …………………….Kate Wypij 

Director of Music & Liturgy: ………Dan Stachelski 

Catechetical Leader: ………………..Jenny Golinski 

Administrative Assistant: ….Stephanie McCormick 

 

SACRAMENTAL LIFE: 

WEEKEND MASSES ARE LIVE STREAMED 

 

Saturday-4:00 pm - Outdoor Mass 

Sunday Masses-9:30 am & 11:00 am 

Weekdays (Monday-Friday) - 8:30 am 

Mass at 33% Capacity 

Vigil Mass - As Announced 

Holy Day - As Announced 

Eucharistic Adoration: First Fridays ( 9 am - 

7 pm) 

 

Reconciliation: Every Saturday at 3 pm 

 

Baptism: Baptisms are being scheduled with 

the safety of all in mind. If you have any 

questions, please call the rectory or email 

Baptism@stjohnsalden.org�

 

Marriage: Arrangements should be made at 

least 9 months ahead. A Marriage Preparation 

Program is required. 

 

 

Letters of Recommendation: Given to those 

who attend Mass regularly, are registered at 

least a month in the parish, and are baptized 

and confirmed. Also, married parishioners must 

be married in the Catholic Church. 

 

Bulletin Deadline: Articles and inserts are 

due 4:00 pm Friday, one week prior to 

publication. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

St. John the Baptist is a faith-filled Catholic 

Christian community, centered on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Gospel, and His Church. We 

watch and pray as we respond in loving service 

to the needs of our greater community. We 

aspire to grow in holiness, dedicated to life, 

under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in order 

to inspire faith and hope in all people. 

SEPTEMBER 20, 2020  •  TWENTY�FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME �

�

�

St. John the Bapst School: 2028 Sandridge Road • Alden, New York 14004�

School Phone: 716�937�9483 • School Fax: 716�937�9794�

�

Faith Formaon: 716�937�6959�

Faith Formaon Email: faith.formaon@stjohnsalden.org�

�

New Parishioners: Please contact the rectory to register.�

Office Hours are Mon�Fri 9:00 am un�l 2:00 pm�

A Parish of �

Ministerial Excellence�

2021 SANDRIDGE ROAD • ALDEN, NEW YORK 14004�

Rectory Phone: 716�937�6959 • Fax: 716�937�0075�

�

Email: st.johnsaldenparish@gmail.com�

�

Website: www.StJohnAlden.com�

St. John the Baptist  

Roman Catholic Church 
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FOR THE WEEK OF SUNDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 20 

The Sanctuary light is lit to the 

Glory of God & for 

Lyle Fix   

from Bill & Shirley Lantz 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Ezekiel18:25�

28/Psalm 25:4�5, 6�7, 8�9 [6a]/

Philippians 2:1�11 or 2:1�5/Matthew 

21:28�3 �

A Word from Today’s Scriptures 

The Workers in the Vineyard:  The kingdom 

of heaven is like a landowner who went out 

at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard.�

  Matthew 20:1 �

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.  

Prayer starter: Lord 

Jesus, I know you are not 

talking about fair labor 

practices but about your 

abundant mercy. Your 

mercy and love go beyond 

my comprehension. Open 

my mind to accept your 

mercy and open my heart to extend your mercy 

to others.  �

W������ �� 9/6/2020�

�

S����� C	

���	��

� Total.........................$6,813.00�

W� S�����

� 8/29�9/4………………..$1,844.00�

W������ �� 9/13/2020�

�

S����� C	

���	��

� Total.........................$7,463.91�

W� S�����

� 9/5�9/11………………..$1,674.00�

�

F����
 Y��� 	 D�� �

� (9/1/2019�8/31/2020).............�

� ...............................$17,794.91�

F�����’� 	� S. J	����

� Total……………………...$1,809.00�

      Our first reading this week (Isaiah 55:6-9) exhorts us to “Seek the Lord while he may be found, call on him while he is still 

near.” As I reflected on this I wondered about it a bit. When is God ever far from us for I believe he is always near? Then I 

remembered a cross stitch that hung on the stair well landing at my parish in Gasport many years ago. It said simply: “If you 

don’t feel close to God, guess who moved.” Then I got it – God is close when we reach out. So in that moment when you are 

aware of God whether it is the result of Eucharist, prayer, reading the Bible, or maybe Eucharistic Adoration, you should reach 

out to him. And what do we ask God? Isaiah is clear: “let us turn to the Lord for mercy; to our God, who is generous in 

forgiving.” The passage ends with this image of God: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says 

the Lord. As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways and my thoughts above your thoughts.” God calls 

us beyond our selfish, human self to a lofty life of love and grace. The Responsorial Psalm (Ps 145: 2-3,8-9,17-18) affirms this 

thinking: “The Lord is near to all who call upon him.” 

 

      The Gospel (Matthew 20:1-16a) contains a parable about laborers who start at different times of the day but end up getting 

paid the same wage. It is a difficult one to understand, but it is an illustration of how God’s ways are above our ways. The 

human way of thinking is one of reciprocity. I work, you pay me. I want to buy this item, it costs $ X. Tit for tat. This is called an 

exchange economy and is very familiar to us. It is about debt and obligation. Now think in God’s perspective. God’s economy is 

one of mercy and grace. As Psalm 145 says: “The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness.” God’s 

economy is an unconditional one with  superabundant love and mercy. We can only understand this parable if we see the 

contrast between God’s view and a human view. God’s economy does not make sense to us, especially if we feel we have not 

gotten the “compensation” or “recognition” we deserve. Instead of being upset, we need to see that God is loving and generous 

to all. This should lead us to be grateful for all that God has done and happy that we all get a share in God’s love. We should 

rejoice for each other instead of being petty and jealous. 

 

      In the end, God’s generosity is clearly demonstrated in many ways, not the least of which is the sending of a Son to redeem 

us. This prompts us to become ever more aware that our own sins are forgiven and that we ourselves are beneficiaries of 

God’s unconditional love and mercy. How can we not treat others the same way? The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 

S����� ����������: The 

second collection on September 20

th

 

is labeled for Christ the King 

Seminary, but it will go towards the 

Formation of Diaconate candidates 

from our area. Thank you to all who 

contribute to this very important fund! 

TUNING INTO MASS FROM THE PARKING LOT: As we move Mass inside, FM 

transmission is still available from our parking lot if we have reached capacity, or if 

you choose to stay in your car. The station is FM 88.9 and for the best reception, 

please find a spot in the northwest part of the parking lot. Reception may not be 

available in the last parking row nearest the field (south), and past the side door 

entrance (east). If you want to receive communion, please form a line at the side door 

when the communion hymn starts and a minister will come out to distribute. Please 

be sure to maintain social distance and wear a mask. 

8:00 AM MASS: Starting this weekend, our earliest Sunday Mass is back! It will be 

indoors and follow the same guidelines as our other Masses.�

WOULD YOU LIKE A PHONE VISIT?: 

We have a group of parishioners 

willing to call those who would like 

someone to talk to. If you are 

someone who could you the extra 

company over the phone, please 

contact the rectory!�
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SAVE THE DATES: St. John’s is finding ways to have some fun 

in the midst of this COVID nonsense: ***Please note that 

dates and events are subject to change*** 

September 25

th

, 2020: Recipes for the cook book are due 

October  2

nd

-4

th

 2020: Fall Festival hosted by St. John’s 

H.S.A 

October 31

th

, 2020: Trunk or Treat hosted by St. John’s 

H.S.A 

November 14

th

, 2020: Drawing for the Fall Cash Raffle, & 

Virtual Craft Show�

Please pray for all who are sick and for those who care for them: Ann G, Mackenzie Refermat, Theresa Kwiatkowski, Joe Hoiden, Nicholas 

Oddo, Tom Pasek, Susan Abramo, David Nowak, Dorothy Czechowski, Dawn Duncan, Kathy Wagner, Nicole Lindner, Gretl Karlnoski, Terry Moore, 

Marlene Smith, Jackie Budnik, TSI Group, MaryAnn Mazurowski, Marian Butler, James Creighton, Carol Sentz, Scott Meidenbauer, Michael Golinski, 

David Borden, Antoinette Wiltberger, Debbie G., Gary Powers and All Special Intentions. 

AFTER MASS CLEANING CREW: Now that we are returning to 

Mass indoors this fall, we need teams to clean after every 

weekend Mass to ensure the safety of others and to be in 

compliance with the county. We need people for 4:00 pm 

Mass on Saturdays, and 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 am Mass on 

Sundays. Please note that once we have teams for the other 

Masses, we can bring back the 8:00 am Mass. We will have 

a sign up sheet available for those who might be able to help 

fill gaps. If you know that you can help, please sign up! 

BE A PART OF ST. JOHN’S HISTORY! In honor of our 170

th

 

anniversary, we are publishing an amazing cookbook full of a 

variety of delicious recipes from our 

amazing parishioners! There is still time 

to add your special touch with your very 

own recipes. We need all contributions 

by September 25, 2020 please. Multiple 

recipes from all parishioners are 

gratefully accepted and thank you to all 

who have already contributed. 

Cookbooks will be $12 each, so if you 

would like to order one, please contact 

the rectory or pick up a pink pre-order 

sheet from either entrances of the church. All books will be 

ready for Christmas time. 

FALL FEST BROUGHT TO YOU BY ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL: We are hosting a huge Theme Basket Raffle at St. John’s during our Fall 

Festival October 2

nd

 through 4

th 

! HSA needs your help and support as we are currently looking for donations of theme baskets 

and gift cards valued at $25 or more. We hope that you might consider donating one from your family or business for this 

event! Please reach out to us here, via Facebook Messenger, or at 716-870-1035 with questions or if you can help. Much 

thanks! Michelle and Jeff  

ST. JOHN’S FALL CASH RAFFLE: It’s that magical time of the year again! Tickets for the annual raffle are now available for a $20 

donation. If you would like us to mail you a ticket, please call the rectory at 937-6959 or email us at 

st.johnsaldenparish@gmail.com. Tickets are also available at the school, in the rectory entryway, or in the side entryway of the 

church. 

NEW VOLUNTEER GROUP FORMING: A growing group of 

parishioners committed to the Corporal Works of Mercy is in 

the initial stages of setting up “St. John’s Works of Mercy 

Ministry”.  We are working on identifying and responding to 

the needs of our parish and community with love and dignity, 

and supporting our existing parish ministries in their 

work.  All ideas are welcome, all parishioners are 

welcome!  If you have a talent you’d like to share or know of 

a  n eed ,  p l e a se  ema i l  J e nn i f e r  L eRoy 

at jenaleroy@gmail.com or leave a message with the 

Rectory.  Watch the bulletin and The Herald for more 

information and meeting dates 

RESPECT LIFE NEWS: *Dates are tentative due to COVID* 

Save the Date:  

�� The Annual Life Chain is scheduled for Sunday, 

October 4

th

 at 1:00 pm with more details forthcoming.  

�� The Cemetery of Innocents: Installation help is 

needed for Saturday, October 3

rd

: Details forthcoming. 

�� 40 Days for Life - Annual Novena! Prayerful, 

Peaceful! St. John's is planning to participate each 

Friday, 10-11:00 am. at Women's Services, 2500 Main 

St. Buffalo. Carpooling is available from the Church 

parking lot at 9:15 on 9/25, 10/2, 10/9,10/16, 10/23, 

10/30, Come for all or any! Please let us know and for 

more information and/or sign up, please call Pam at 716

-785-7195, or Margaret at 716-652-0805. 

�� Parish Rosary for Life Continues: Thursday's 10 am 

by Blessed Mary statue. If you are unable to attend 

please pray the Rosary whenever possible- especially 

during these incredibly challenging times- as always- 

Prayer is the answer!  

�� March for Life news coming soon! Prayers on! Thanks 



SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Dear St. John the Baptist Parishioners, 

      Last Friday our students and staff were given a special treat from 

our new Works of Mercy group. Everyone was excited to get a candy 

bar, a sweet note, and a sincere welcome from an outstanding group 

of parishioners. Since we have welcomed so many new students this 

year, it was truly kind of the parish to make each one feel a little 

special and a little loved.  

 

      This week each student and staff member will receive a St. John 

the Baptist logo mask. These masks were generously donated by 

the St. John’s Youth Fund and they are such a great reminder of a 

way that we can help to respect all life. The masks were created by 

a local company, C Shore Designs. This wonderful business also 

does all the logos for our gym uniforms and they are fabulous to 

work with.  

 

      These are just a few examples of why this is such a wonderful 

community. 

Many Blessings,  

Mrs. Jonna Johnson, Principal 

 

 

We are still accepting registrations for new students for a 

few open classes. Please call the office if you have any 

questions. Thank you for your generous support with our 

school candy bar sale. Families will be selling candy after 

Masses and there are bars available in the rectory.  

�

School Office Hours:�  Please note that the school office is 

closed to all visitors during our regular school hours. No one 

will be permitted into the building during school hours. If you 

need to contact us, please call 937-9483 or email us at 

school.office@stjohnsalden.org. I appreciate your mindful 

consideration of this change. �

�

�

You can like us on Facebook ( St. John the Baptist School 

Home page or Principal Jonna Johnson Home Page) to 

see more exciting events and school news. 

www.stjohnsalden.com 

FAITH FORMATION: 

 

Register this weekend! After all Masses you can stop at the rectory 

to register and/ or pick up books.  High School classes begin this 

Sunday and Monday, September 20

th

 and 21

st

. We look forward to 

beginning our faith formation year with online programming. 
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  Saturday, September 19 

  4:00 pm Elizabeth Earsing - Jerry & Carol Sentz 

  Sunday, September 20 (25

th

 Sunday in ordinary time) 

  8:00 am Leonard zymowski—Diane Zymowski 

  9:30 am Alice Roll - Estate 

  11:00 am Mary Ann Orr - RJ & His Parents Kim & Russ 

  Monday, September 21 

  8:30 am Patrick Comerford - His Wife 

  Tuesday, September 22 

  8:30 am Lyle Fix– Wife, Betty & Children 

 

  Wednesday, September 23 

  8:30 am Raymond J. Fix - Estate 

  Thursday, September 24 

  8:30 am Mary & Margaret O’Mara - Michael & Margaret 

Tremblay 

  Friday, September 25 

  8:30 am Genevieve J. Kaczmarek - Estate 

  Saturday, September 26 

  4:00 pm Ched Oliver - Grandpa & Grandma Kocher 

 

  Sunday, September 27 (26

th

 Sunday in ordinary time) 

..8:00 am Msgr. David Slubecky - Estate & Family  

  9:30 am Leonard Zymowski - Diane Zymowski 

  11:00 am Lucille Dollas - Paul Dollas 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed 

Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if you were already there, 

and I unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

(Saint Alphonsus Liguori)    

REMINDERS FOR MASS 

 

�� At communion, the host will be placed in your hand only. 

Please step off to the side after receiving it and lower your 

mask just long enough to consume the host. 

�� If you cannot follow these guidelines, please remain at 

your seat or in your car and make a spiritual communion.  

 

�� The church will be open for prayer after 8:30 am weekday 

Mass until noon. Please use the hand sanitizer that is 

available. Please use the Clorox wipes after you sit in an 

area to sanitize it when you are ready to leave. 

LAP ROBES: Made with love from St. John’s Prayer Shawl 

Ministry, we have blessed lap robes for those in need of 

healing. If you know someone in need of a lap robes, please 

contact the rectory at 937-6959.�

CARE PACKAGES: St. John’s has care packages available in the 

front entry way of the rectory full of snacks, masks, and 

activities. If you know anyone who would like a package, please 

feel free to take some!�



 Pre-Planned Funeral Consultations

 FUNERAL HOME, INC.
 Alden, New York 937-7411

PERSONAL & BUSINESS
TAX PREPARATION

(716) 937-7588
1472 Exchange St. • Alden, NY

Wagner MonuMentsWagner MonuMents
Monuments • Markers • Urns
Vases • Cemetery Lettering

892-5505892-5505
2953 Genesee St. Bet. Harlem & Union

13349 Broadway Street
alden, new york 14004

(716) 937-9150
www.michaelcolelaw.com

CREIGHTON OPTICALCREIGHTON OPTICAL
Derek A. ZAkrZewskiDerek A. ZAkrZewski

JAmes F. CreightonJAmes F. Creighton

Routine & Diabetic Eye Exams,
Eyeglasses, Sunglasses,

& Contact Lenses
 13295 Broadway • Alden 937-7373937-7373

St. Adalbert’sSt. Adalbert’s
CemeteriesCemeteries

Serving WNY since 1890
6200 Broadway • Lancaster, NY 14086

1621 Dale Road • Cheektowaga, NY 14225

681-3090

C
M
harles

eyer

KOTAS & KOTAS, CPAs

Your ChoiCe ForYour ChoiCe For
Collision & MeChaniCal repairsCollision & MeChaniCal repairs

12089 Broadway Alden, NY
(716) 937-9343(716) 937-9343

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0964

Alden TherApeuTic MAssAge
Meghan J. Mahaney LMT

Jessica L. Smith LMT
11861 Broadway-Alden

716-449-8674
email: mmahaneylmt@gmail.com

St. John the 
Baptist Church
www.stjohnalden.weshareonline.org

Century ArchitecturalCentury Architectural Sheet Metal LLC Sheet Metal LLC
Residential Roofing• Copper Work - • Slate

Bus 716-873-0655Bus 716-873-0655
1901 Niagara St. • Buffalo, NY 14207

 Michael Zink Rich Kraft Michael Zink Rich Kraft
 812-0954 380-0711 812-0954 380-0711

(formerly of Peter W. Eberz & Son)

ALL-AMERICAN
LAND & TREE LLC
Landscaping • Concrete • Patios
Retaining Walls • Snowplowing

FREE ESTIMATES • EMERGENCY SERVICE • FULLY INSURED
Rich Marchewka • (716) 937-3690

Contact James McGee to place an ad today! 
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

Roofing • Siding • Windows • Gutters
 A Local Alden Business

716-681-3030
www.LeveledContracting.com

EMAIL: JMACKEN41@YAHOO.COM
CLEANING, REPAIR AND INSTALLATION

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL

716-713-3309

For help with YOUR 
next STRATEGIC real 
estate move call The 

Bishop Team at: 

791-SALE(7
16

)

 SERVICE - REPAIRS
 INSTALLATION
 Furnaces, Boilers, 
 Air Conditioners, 

Hot Water Tanks, Sump Pumps, 
Humidifiers and Home Standby Generators

Derek Cattoi, Owner 716-512-1335
www.czheatingandcooling.com


