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PARISH LIFE 

 

Pastoral Administrator: ………Deborah A. Brown 

Priest Moderator: …….Rev. Msgr. Vincent Becker 

Sacramental Minister: …….Rev. James A. Walter 

Sacramental Minister: …….Rev. Richard DiGiulio 

Permanent Deacon: …………….Marc Leaderstorf 

Permanent Deacon: ……………….Peter Donnelly 

School Principal: ………………….Jonna Johnson 

Business Manager: …………………….Kate Wypij 

Director of Music & Liturgy: ………Dan Stachelski 

Catechetical Leader: ………………..Jenny Golinski 

Administrative Assistant: ….Stephanie McCormick 

 

SACRAMENTAL LIFE: 

WEEKEND MASSES ARE LIVE STREAMED 

 

Saturday-4:00 pm  

Sunday Masses-8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am 

Weekdays (Monday-Friday) - 8:30 am 

Mass at 33% Capacity 

Vigil Mass - As Announced 

Holy Day - As Announced 

Eucharistic Adoration: First Fridays ( 9 am - 

7 pm) 

 

Reconciliation: Every Saturday at 3 pm 

 

Baptism: Baptisms are being scheduled with 

the safety of all in mind. If you have any 

questions, please call the rectory or email 

Baptism@stjohnsalden.org�

 

Marriage: Arrangements should be made at 

least 9 months ahead. A Marriage Preparation 

Program is required. 

 

 

Letters of Recommendation: Given to those 

who attend Mass regularly, are registered at 

least a month in the parish, and are baptized 

and confirmed. Also, married parishioners must 

be married in the Catholic Church. 

 

Bulletin Deadline: Articles and inserts are 

due 4:00 pm Friday, one week prior to 

publication. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

St. John the Baptist is a faith-filled Catholic 

Christian community, centered on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Gospel, and His Church. We 

watch and pray as we respond in loving service 

to the needs of our greater community. We 

aspire to grow in holiness, dedicated to life, 

under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in order 

to inspire faith and hope in all people. 

OCTOBER 11, 2020  •  TWENTY�EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME �

�

�

St. John the Bapst School: 2028 Sandridge Road • Alden, New York 14004�

School Phone: 716�937�9483 • School Fax: 716�937�9794�

�

Faith Formaon: 716�937�6959�

Faith Formaon Email: faith.formaon@stjohnsalden.org�

�

New Parishioners: Please contact the rectory to register.�

Office Hours are Mon�Fri 9:00 am un�l 2:00 pm�

A Parish of �

Ministerial Excellence�

2021 SANDRIDGE ROAD • ALDEN, NEW YORK 14004�

Rectory Phone: 716�937�6959 • Fax: 716�937�0075�

�

Email: st.johnsaldenparish@gmail.com�

�

Website: www.StJohnAlden.com�

St. John the Baptist  

Roman Catholic Church 
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FOR THE WEEK OF SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11 

The Sanctuary light is lit to the Glory of God 

& for 

Gordon Anstett  

from Betty Fix 

L������

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: 

Isaiah 45:1, 4�6/

Psalm 96:1, 3, 4�5, 7�

8, 9�10 [7b]/1 

Thessalonians 1:1�

5b/Matthew 22:15�2 �

A Word from Today’s Scriptures 

 The Parable of the Wedding Feast: Go out, 

therefore, into the main roads and invite to the 

feast whomever you find. The servants went 

out into the streets and gathered all they found, 

bad and good alike and the hall was filled with 

guests.   

Matthew. 22:9-10 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  ©2001, 1998, 1970 

CCD.  

Prayer starter: Heavenly Father, you are 

eager to accept everyone into your eternal 

banquet; but repentance is required.  I 

want to be clothed in the proper wedding 

garment. Please help me prepare myself 

for the feast of your heavenly kingdom �

F�	
	���

�

W����	� �� 10/4/2020�

�

S����� C	

���	��

� Total.........................$7,891.00�

W� S�����

� 9/26�10/2………………$1,614.00�

�

F����
 Y��� 	 D�� �

� (9/1/2019�8/31/2020).............�

� ...............................$45,381.91�

�

SECOND COLLECTION: The second 

collection on October 18

th

 is for World 

Mission Sunday.  

THE RENEWAL PRAYER: Inspired by Luke 24:13 Road to Emmaus 

Lord Jesus Christ, you promise that you will accompany us on our journey of life. You are the 

Resurrection and the life.  At times we fail to see you because the circumstances of life are 

hard. Our church is dealing with challenges and we need you.  

As the disciple’s hearts were enflamed on the road to Emmaus, we ask that you guide our 

efforts and enflame our hearts with your Holy Spirit. Help us to be bold in renewing our 

commitment to your mission on earth. Help the Diocese of Buffalo and our parish to 

recognize you, the Risen Lord in the Breaking of the Bread. May our renewal efforts change 

our attitude and hearts to embrace the future in love so we can proclaim the Gospel of 

Joy.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen 

There sure has been a lot of difficult parables and stories in the Gospels of the last several weeks! Welcome to the “end times” 

readings which permeate the fall portion of Ordinary Time each year. There is increasing urgency and greater challenges with each 

passing week because the stakes are high. It is important to note that each time there is a difficult teaching, or seemingly treacherous road 

we must go down, Jesus reminds us of the expansive, indeed ETERNAL love and mercy that God has for his people. The message is that 

we all need to have constant course corrections as life goes on but God’s covenantal love is always there and ready to help. 

 

      This Eternal plan that God has for us is represented in the first reading (Isaiah 25:6-10a), the Psalm (Ps 23:1-6), and the Gospel (Matt 

22:1-14) by a banquet. The Harper Collins Bible Dictionary (1989) says there are two kinds of banquets in the Bible: ceremonial and ritual. 

“A ceremonial banquet is a festive meal at which the inviter and the invited celebrate their mutual solidarity, their belonging to each other, 

their “oneness.” A ritual banquet “marks some personal or interpersonal transition or transformation. As a ritual feature of hospitality, such 

banquets indicate the transformation of a stranger into a guest or of an enemy into a covenant partner.” Both “mark important transitional 

points in a person’s life.” In the New Testament, there is a further nuance to the banquet theme as a “gathering of Christians for a ritual 

fellowship meal called ‘the breaking of the bread’” as well as “an additional focus on an eschatological banquet to be celebrated at the end 

of time.” But if we reflect on this, we can see how rich and fitting the image of a banquet is to convey these deeper faith realities. Both 

readings reflect a ritual banquet that is eschatological (theology concerning the end of the world and human destiny).  

 

      The first reading has a banquet provided by God for all peoples with “juicy, rich foods and pure, choice wines” on a mountain. 

Mountains represent closeness to God in the Bible (you don’t need to be a scriptural scholar to figure that one out). The transition that will 

occur is that God “to whom we looked to save us” will “wipe away the tears from every face.” The Psalm and even the second reading (Phil 

4:12-14, 19-20) add richness and further insight to the banquet imagery. 

 

      The parable in the Gospel fulfills its mission to challenge our conventional way of thinking and urge us into a transformation to God’s 

way of thinking. We would do well to not only recognize and accept the invitation, but to do so in a way that is totally transformative, not 

just partial. The last part of the parable takes it up a notch concluding with: “Many are invited, but few are chosen.” We are left to answer 

only one question this week: Am I all-in and prepared for God’s reign?  

WORSHIP AIDS: Weekly worship aids and 

daily Mass readings are available on our 

website by clicking on the"Worship Aids" 

tab. Feel free to follow along on your phone 

or device while in church, in your car, or at 

home! (QR code included for those who 

have a reader or Google lens)�

 

LECTORS NEEDED: Would you like to proclaim the word of the Lord to members of the parish? If so 

please contact Judy Bowman at 523-9287 or call the rectory. Training will be provided!  
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Please pray for all who are sick and for those who care for them: Ann G, Mackenzie Refermat, Theresa Kwiatkowski, Joe Hoiden, Nicholas 

Oddo, Tom Pasek, Susan Abramo, David Nowak, Dorothy Czechowski, Dawn Duncan, Kathy & Leonard Wagner, Nicole Lindner, Gretl Karlnoski, 

Terry Moore, Marlene Smith, Jackie Budnik, TSI Group, MaryAnn Mazurowski, Marian Butler, James Creighton, Scott Meidenbauer, David Borden, 

Antoinette Wiltberger, Debbie G., Gary Powers , Christine Mayer, Susan Hoiden, Bill Chapman, and All Special Intentions. 

 PARISH NEWS 

�� TOWNHALL MEETING: We are planning on having a townhall meeting soon. If you have questions that you would like answered, please 

put them into the suggestion box in the back of church or email them to st.johnsaldenparish@gmail.com. We will answer as many of 

them as we can to help improve communication in our parish. 

�� CARPET: We will be fixing the floor and replacing the carpet in the main part of the church and possibly up by the alter. Carpet 

squares will be available to look at. If you have a preference from the options we have, please contact the rectory, we would love to 

hear your thoughts! 

�� UPCOMING EVENTS St. John’s is finding ways to have some fun in the midst of this COVID nonsense: ***Please note that dates and 

events are subject to change*** 

-October 31

th

, 2020: Trunk or Treat hosted by St. John’s H.S.A 

-November 14

th

, 2020: Drawing for the Fall Cash Raffle, Babcia’s & Virtual Craft Show!�

F�	��
���	��

�

�� BE A PART OF ST. JOHN’S HISTORY! In honor 

of our 170

th

 anniversary, we are publishing 

a cookbook full of a variety of delicious 

recipes from our amazing parishioners! 

Thank you to all who have donated their 

tasty recipes, they are all so very much 

appreciated and have helped make this 

cookbook so valuable to our community. 

Cookbooks will be $12 each. Please look 

for updates for when you can pick up or purchase a book. 

 

�� FALL CRAFT SHOW: On November 14th, we will be hosting an 

online craft show. From 9 am until 3 pm, we will be hosting a 

multitude of different crafters and vendors on our group page, 

St. John the Baptist Virtual Craft Show. (https://

www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnsvirtualshow.) If you would 

like to shop, please join the group listed above. We will have 

a schedule of who is available when, and even if you miss 

their time slot, you will still be able to contact the seller. 

Please note the sellers are responsible for getting any 

purchased product to you. We hope that you enjoy shopping 

from the comfort of your home! 

 

�� ST. JOHN’S FALL CASH RAFFLE: It’s that magical time of the 

year again! Tickets for the annual raffle are now available for 

a $20 donation. If you would like us to mail you a ticket, 

please call the rectory at 937-6959 or email us at 

st.johnsaldenparish@gmail.com. Tickets are also available at 

the school, in the rectory entryway, or in the side entryway of 

the church. The drawing will happen during a live stream 

(after 6 pm when Babcia’s is done serving dinner!) and we will 

call winners as soon as possible! 

 

�� BABCIA’S IS COMING BACK: On November 14

th

, we will be hosting 

Babcia’s again from 2-6 pm at our church. We need to finalize a 

few things with their wonderful crew so please watch for updates! 

�� FALL DÉCOR: We still have some pumpkins and cornstalks 

available for purchase from the Fall Fest after Mass. 

 MINISTRY NEWS 

�� CARE PACKAGES: St. John’s has care packages available in 

the front entryway of the rectory full of snacks, masks, and 

activities. If you know anyone who would like a package, 

please feel free to take one! 

 

�� LAP ROBES: Made with love from St. John’s Prayer Shawl 

Ministry, we have blessed lap robes for those in need of 

healing. If you know someone in need of a lap robes, please 

contact the rectory at 937-6959. 

 

�� WOULD YOU LIKE A PHONE VISIT?: We have a group of 

parishioners willing to call those who would like someone to 

talk to. If you are someone who could you the extra company 

over the phone, please contact the rectory!�

�� BULK MAILING TEAM: Did you ever want to learn how to do 

bulk mailing? Here’s your chance! Come join us and help get 

important information out to the parish 3-4 times a year. We 

are looking for people who are willing to fold, label, stuff and 

seal all the envelopes and have them ready for mailing. If that 

sounds like a job you would like to do, please call the rectory 

and talk to Stephanie! 

�� ST. JOHN’S WORKS OF MERCY MINISTRY: We are an ever-

expanding group of committed parishioners who are inspired 

by a respect for all human persons from conception to natural 

death. The Seven Corporal Works of Mercy is our 

mission.   We also hope to grow in our faith as we willingly do 

good, Holy Works in Our Lord and Savior’s name. The 

Corporal Works of Mercy: Support all human life from        

the moment of conception till natural death. Feed the Hungry, 

Give Drink to the Thirsty, Clothe the Naked, Shelter the 

Homeless, Visit the Sick, Visit the Imprisoned, Bury the 

Dead. Please take a minute to complete the "Parish Care 

and Share Survey" on the flap.  When done, just tear it off 

put it into the collection basket.  

�� 40 DAYS FOR LIFE - Annual Novena! Prayerful, Peaceful! St. 

John's is planning to participate each Friday, 10-11:00 am. at 

Women's Services, 2500 Main St. Buffalo. Carpooling is 

available from the Church parking lot at 9:15 on 10/16, 10/23, 

10/30, Come for all or any! Please let us know and for more 

information and/or sign up, please call Pam at 716-785-7195, 

or Margaret at 716-652-0805. 

�� PARISH ROSARY FOR LIFE CONTINUES: Thursday's 10 am by 

Blessed Mary statue. If you are unable to attend please pray 

the Rosary whenever possible- especially during these 

incredibly challenging times-- Prayer is the answer!  



SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Dear St. John Parish, 

      Each September our 8

th

 grade students are offered the 

opportunity to run for a position in our student council. It is wonderful 

to see the enthusiasm and commitment that students are willing to 

make in order to serve the school. The student campaigns run for 

about two weeks prior to the election, and it is refreshing to see how 

the students go out of their way to promote themselves, and their 

position, without being negative to their classmates.  

      The election usually ends with the candidate speeches given to 

the entire middle school. This year we are unable to gather in large 

groups, but that couldn’t stop the speeches. Students were able to 

deliver their speeches through Google Meet while their classmates, 

and a few parents, watched from a distance.  We even had one 

student give his speech from his home since he was unable to 

attend class in person that day. It was really great to be able to 

continue with the normal tradition of student elections. 

      This year it was an incredibly close race, and the winners were 

separated by just a few votes. The student council for the 2020-2021 

school year is:  

 

5th Grade Representative - Crosby W. 

6th Grade Representative - Aiden B. 

7th Grade Representative - Anna T. 

Secretary - Treyson G. 

Treasurer- Brandon B. 

Vice President - Adriana M. 

President - Alexandria E. 

 

Many Blessings,  

Jonna M. Johnson, Principal 

 

 

Thank you to everyone that attended last week’s Fall Fest. The 

basket raffle was a huge success and it was wonderful to see 

so many school, parish, and community families in attendance. 

We have extended the date for candy bar sales until  

November 6

th

!  

School Office Hours:�  Please note that the school office is 

closed to all visitors during our regular school hours. No one 

will be permitted into the building during school hours. If you 

need to contact us, please call 937-9483 or email us at 

school.office@stjohnsalden.org. I appreciate your mindful 

consideration of this change. �

�

You can like us on Facebook ( St. John the Baptist School 

Home page or Principal Jonna Johnson Home Page) to see 

more exciting events and school news. 

www.stjohnsalden.com 

FAITH FORMATION: 

 

      Families of Faith is up and running. If you haven't picked up your 

books you are now a few chapters behind. Please contact the office 

at 937-6959. If you haven't registered yet for this year's program 

please contact us ASAP. 

 

      Our confirmation students have begun to meet in person.  These 

classes are going well. If your Confirmation candidate has not tried 

to access the online system please have them do so soon so we can 

fix any login problems that might arise. 
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  Saturday, October 10 

  4:00 pm Andrew Zoratti - Pat Guidi 

  Sunday, October 11(28

th

 Sunday in ordinary time) 

  8:00 am Living & Deceased Members of the Holy Name 

Society 

  9:30 am Gordon Anstett - Shirley & Bill Lantz 

  11:00 am Irene Richter - Gainy Family 

  Monday, October 12 

  8:30 am Raymond J. Fix - Estate 

  Tuesday, October 13 

  8:30 am Genevieve J. Kaczmarek - Estate 

 

  Wednesday, October 14 

  8:30 am Joe Maciejewski - Wife, Joy 

  Thursday, October 15 

  8:30 am Msgr. David Slubecky - Family & Estate 

  Friday, October 16 

  8:30 am Raymond & Loretta Roll - Estate 

  Saturday, October 17 

  4:00 pm Thomas Randazzo - The McCarthy Family 

 

  Sunday, October 18 (29

th

 Sunday in ordinary time) 

  8:00 am All Souls 

  9:30 am Irene Richter - Arlene Briggs 

  11:00 am Our Parishioners 

St. John the Baptist Parish 

Care & Share Survey 

To identify parishioners with needs, and parishioners who can help 

meet those needs 

 

The Works of Mercy Ministry suspects there are some needs within 

our parish that are unknown and therefore unmet, so we’re asking for 

help in identifying them.  Also, we invite those parishioners with time 

and talents that would like to help meet these needs to let us know 

who you are and how you would like to help.   

 

Care: If you, or someone you know are in need, please provide name 

and contact information: 

 

 

 

 

Share: If you have time or a particular talent you would like to put to 

use, please provide name and contact information: 

 

 

 

 

If you would rather talk to someone, or have any questions, please 

leave your contact information with the rectory at 937-6959. 

 

Now more than ever we need to be there for each other to build and 

rebuild our communities. We each have been blessed with tremen-

dous gifts and talents. Won't you please help us identify those and 

work together towards a brighter future of faith-filled people?   Thank 

you and may God bless us all.  



 Pre-Planned Funeral Consultations

 FUNERAL HOME, INC.
 Alden, New York 937-7411

PERSONAL & BUSINESS
TAX PREPARATION

(716) 937-7588
1472 Exchange St. • Alden, NY

Wagner MonuMentsWagner MonuMents
Monuments • Markers • Urns
Vases • Cemetery Lettering

892-5505892-5505
2953 Genesee St. Bet. Harlem & Union

13349 Broadway Street
alden, new york 14004

(716) 937-9150
www.michaelcolelaw.com

CREIGHTON OPTICALCREIGHTON OPTICAL
Derek A. ZAkrZewskiDerek A. ZAkrZewski

JAmes F. CreightonJAmes F. Creighton

Routine & Diabetic Eye Exams,
Eyeglasses, Sunglasses,

& Contact Lenses
 13295 Broadway • Alden 937-7373937-7373

St. Adalbert’sSt. Adalbert’s
CemeteriesCemeteries

Serving WNY since 1890
6200 Broadway • Lancaster, NY 14086

1621 Dale Road • Cheektowaga, NY 14225

681-3090

C
M
harles

eyer

KOTAS & KOTAS, CPAs

Your ChoiCe ForYour ChoiCe For
Collision & MeChaniCal repairsCollision & MeChaniCal repairs

12089 Broadway Alden, NY
(716) 937-9343(716) 937-9343

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0964

Alden TherApeuTic MAssAge
Meghan J. Mahaney LMT

Jessica L. Smith LMT
11861 Broadway-Alden

716-449-8674
email: mmahaneylmt@gmail.com

St. John the 
Baptist Church
www.stjohnalden.weshareonline.org

Century ArchitecturalCentury Architectural Sheet Metal LLC Sheet Metal LLC
Residential Roofing• Copper Work - • Slate

Bus 716-873-0655Bus 716-873-0655
1901 Niagara St. • Buffalo, NY 14207

 Michael Zink Rich Kraft Michael Zink Rich Kraft
 812-0954 380-0711 812-0954 380-0711

(formerly of Peter W. Eberz & Son)

ALL-AMERICAN
LAND & TREE LLC
Landscaping • Concrete • Patios
Retaining Walls • Snowplowing

FREE ESTIMATES • EMERGENCY SERVICE • FULLY INSURED
Rich Marchewka • (716) 937-3690

Contact James McGee to place an ad today! 
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

Roofing • Siding • Windows • Gutters
 A Local Alden Business

716-681-3030
www.LeveledContracting.com

EMAIL: JMACKEN41@YAHOO.COM
CLEANING, REPAIR AND INSTALLATION

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL

716-713-3309

For help with YOUR 
next STRATEGIC real 
estate move call The 

Bishop Team at: 

791-SALE(7
16

)

 SERVICE - REPAIRS
 INSTALLATION
 Furnaces, Boilers, 
 Air Conditioners, 

Hot Water Tanks, Sump Pumps, 
Humidifiers and Home Standby Generators

Derek Cattoi, Owner 716-512-1335
www.czheatingandcooling.com


