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PARISH LIFE 

 

Pastoral Administrator: ………Deborah A. Brown 

Priest Moderator: …….Rev. Msgr. Vincent Becker 

Sacramental Minister: …….Rev. James A. Walter 

Sacramental Minister: …….Rev. Richard DiGiulio 

Permanent Deacon: …………….Marc Leaderstorf 

Permanent Deacon: ……………….Peter Donnelly 

School Principal: ………………….Jonna Johnson 

Business Manager: …………………….Kate Wypij 

Director of Music & Liturgy: ………Dan Stachelski 

Catechetical Leader: ………………..Jenny Golinski 

Administrative Assistant: ….Stephanie McCormick 

 

SACRAMENTAL LIFE: 

WEEKEND MASSES ARE LIVE STREAMED 

 

Saturday-4:00 pm  

Sunday Masses-8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am 

Weekdays (Monday-Friday) - 8:30 am 

Mass at 33% Capacity 

Vigil Mass - As Announced 

Holy Day - As Announced 

Eucharistic Adoration: First Fridays ( 9 am - 

7 pm) 

 

Reconciliation: Every Saturday at 3 pm 

 

Baptism: Baptisms are being scheduled with 

the safety of all in mind. If you have any 

questions, please call the rectory or email 

Baptism@stjohnsalden.org�

 

Marriage: Arrangements should be made at 

least 9 months ahead. A Marriage Preparation 

Program is required. 

 

 

Letters of Recommendation: Given to those 

who attend Mass regularly, are registered at 

least a month in the parish, and are baptized 

and confirmed. Also, married parishioners must 

be married in the Catholic Church. 

 

Bulletin Deadline: Articles and inserts are 

due 4:00 pm Friday, one week prior to 

publication. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

St. John the Baptist is a faith-filled Catholic 

Christian community, centered on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Gospel, and His Church. We 

watch and pray as we respond in loving service 

to the needs of our greater community. We 

aspire to grow in holiness, dedicated to life, 

under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in order 

to inspire faith and hope in all people. 

OCTOBER 25, 2020  •  THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME �

�

�

St. John the Bapst School: 2028 Sandridge Road • Alden, New York 14004�

School Phone: 716�937�9483 • School Fax: 716�937�9794�

�

Faith Formaon: 716�937�6959�

Faith Formaon Email: faith.formaon@stjohnsalden.org�

�

New Parishioners: Please contact the rectory to register.�

Office Hours are Mon�Fri 9:00 am un�l 2:00 pm�

A Parish of �

Ministerial Excellence�

2021 SANDRIDGE ROAD • ALDEN, NEW YORK 14004�

Rectory Phone: 716�937�6959 • Fax: 716�937�0075�

�

Email: st.johnsaldenparish@gmail.com�

�

Website: www.StJohnAlden.com�

St. John the Baptist  

Roman Catholic Church 
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FOR THE WEEK OF SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25 

The Sanctuary light is lit to the Glory of God 

& for 

Our Parishioners 

 

L������

READINGS FOR NEXT 

SUNDAY: Revelations 

7:2-4, 9-14/Psalm 

24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 

[cf. 6]/1 John 3:1-3/

Matthew 5:1-12a �

A Word from Today’s Scriptures 

 The Greatest Commandment: “You shall love 

the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all 

your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the 

greatest and the first commandment.  The 

second is like it: You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.”  

 Matthew 22:36-39 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for 

Mass  ©2001, 1998, 1970 

CCD.  

Prayer starter: 

Father in heaven, 

transform my heart 

into a heart of love . �

F�	
	���

�

W����	� �� 10/18/2020�

�

S����� C	

���	��

� Total.........................$5,676.00 �

W� S�����

� 10/10�10/19…………$1,689.00 �

�

F����
 Y��� 	 D�� �

� (9/1/2019�8/31/2020).............�

� ...............................$60,900.91�

W	�
� M����	� S������

� Total………………………..$382.00 �

SECOND COLLECTION: The second 

collection on November 1

st 

& 2

nd

 is for 

All Saints’ and All Souls’ Day 

respectively. 

THE RENEWAL PRAYER: Inspired by Luke 24:13 Road to Emmaus 

Lord Jesus Christ, you promise that you will accompany us on our journey of life. You are the 

Resurrection and the life.  At times we fail to see you because the circumstances of life are 

hard. Our church is dealing with challenges and we need you.  

As the disciple’s hearts were enflamed on the road to Emmaus, we ask that you guide our 

efforts and enflame our hearts with your Holy Spirit. Help us to be bold in renewing our 

commitment to your mission on earth. Help the Diocese of Buffalo and our parish to 

recognize you, the Risen Lord in the Breaking of the Bread. May our renewal efforts change 

our attitude and hearts to embrace the future in love so we can proclaim the Gospel of 

Joy.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen 

      The custom of the ancient world was to live by a codified set of rules. The most widely used was the Code of Hammurabi (12th century 

BC). The Book of Exodus set forth a similar code (9th century BC). The basis of this Code, however, was the fact that the Israelites lived in 

a covenant relationship with God. The Covent is simple but profound: “I will be your God and you will be my people.” (Jer 30:22). Our 

passage today establishes the moral and social foundation of living in Covenant with God. God demands care especially for the least of all 

represented by foreigners (aliens) , widows and orphans. These groups had no legal standing and so were most vulnerable. Then God 

says: “if ever you wrong them and they cry out to me, I will surely hear their cry. My wrath will flare up…”  Then there are some specific 

examples of how to care for them followed by the conclusion of God: “for I am compassionate.” The bottom line for the Hebrew in all 

generations to follow is to care for the poor with compassion.  

 

      The Old Testament reading points directly to the Gospel (Matt 22:34-40). This passage follows directly last week’s attempt by the 

Pharisees to discredit Jesus so they could get rid of him. The plot continues this week as a scholar of the law poses a question to Jesus: 

“which commandment in the law is the greatest.” Jesus gives a summary of the Law which echoes throughout the ages: “You shall love 

the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” The second is like it: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Jesus concludes: “The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments.” One cannot live in relationship with God, in 

either the Old Covenant (the Old Testament) or the New Covenant (the one inaugurated by Christ through the Paschal Mystery – the life, 

death, and Resurrection of Jesus) without fully living the greatest commandment. This passage is an excellent one by which to examine 

our conscience.  

 

      The Pharisees knew the law well and lived by all the rules and codes of the Law which is contained in the first 5 books of the Bible 

know as the Pentateuch. But the basis of these laws was not simply following the rules, it was doing saw by loving God and neighbor. We 

have to “love everyone that Jesus loves.” That means everyone – no exceptions. I may not agree with your politics, I may not like what you 

have to say, but I have to love you and God nonetheless. You cannot have one without the other.  

 

For Reflection:  

• Who are the foreigners, widows and orphans in our midst today? 

• Once we identify them how do we advocate for them? 

• What vision must God have for all humans if these are the greatest commandments? 

• How can we better live these commandments in our home, our parish, and our region? 

• What obstacles keep us from loving God and neighbor? 

WORSHIP AIDS: Weekly worship aids and 

daily Mass readings are available on our 

website by clicking on the"Worship Aids" 

tab. Feel free to follow along on your phone 

or device while in church, in your car, or at 

home! (QR code included for those who 

have a reader or Google lens)�

 

LECTORS NEEDED: Would you like to proclaim the word of the Lord to members of the parish? If so 

please contact Judy Bowman at 523-9287 or call the rectory. Training will be provided!  
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Please pray for all who are sick and for those who care for them: Ann G, Mackenzie Refermat, Theresa Kwiatkowski, Joe Hoiden, Nicholas 

Oddo, Tom Pasek, Susan Abramo, David Nowak, Dorothy Czechowski, Dawn Duncan, Kathy & Leonard Wagner, Nicole Lindner, Gretl Karlnoski, 

Terry Moore, Marlene Smith, Jackie Budnik, TSI Group, MaryAnn Mazurowski, Marian Butler, James Creighton, Scott Meidenbauer, David Borden, 

Antoinette Wiltberger, Debbie G., Gary Powers , Christine Mayer, Susan Hoiden, Bill Chapman, and All Special Intentions. 

 PARISH NEWS 

�� OUR BULLETIN SPONSORS: Our bulletin is made possible by the wonderful sponsors on the back page. Please don’t forget to look to 

them for specific needs you may have! 

�� TOWNHALL MEETING: We are planning on having a townhall meeting soon. If you have questions that you would like answered, please 

put them into the suggestion box in the back of church or email them to st.johnsaldenparish@gmail.com. We will answer as many of 

them as we can to help improve communication in our parish. 

�� UPCOMING EVENTS St. John’s is finding ways to have some fun in the midst of this COVID nonsense: ***Please note that dates and 

events are subject to change*** 

      -October 31

st

, 2020: Trunk or Treat  

      -November 14

th

, 2020: Drawing for the Fall Cash Raffle, Babcia’s , bake sale & Virtual Craft Show, Cemetery Cleanup. 

F�	��
���	��

�

�� THANK YOU! Fall Fest Basket Raffle organizers wish 

to extend a huge Thank You! The event was held over 

a three day period and was a terrific success.  This 

was due to the generosity put forth by parish and 

school families, and the Alden community. Thank you 

to everyone who made donations for the raffle and to 

those who attended the event! 

�� WE WILL BE HAVING A BAKE SALE on November 14

th

 

from 2-6 pm. If you would like to donate a baked good, 

please contact the rectory. 

 

�� FALL CRAFT SHOW: On November 14

th

, we will be 

hosting an online craft show. From 9 am until 3 pm, we 

will be hosting a multitude of different crafters and 

vendors on our group page, St. John the Baptist Virtual 

Craft Show. (https://www.facebook.com/groups/

stjohnsvirtualshow.) If you would like to shop, please 

join the group listed above. We will have a schedule of 

who is available when, and even if you miss their time 

slot, you will still be able to contact the seller. Please 

note the sellers are responsible for getting any 

purchased product to you. We hope that you enjoy 

shopping from the comfort of your home! 

 

�� ST. JOHN’S FALL CASH RAFFLE: It’s that magical time of 

the year again! Tickets for the annual raffle are now 

available for a $20 donation. If you would like us to mail 

you a ticket, please call the rectory at 937-6959 or 

email us at st.johnsaldenparish@gmail.com. Tickets 

are also available at the school, in the rectory 

entryway, or in the side entryway of the church. The 

drawing will happen during a live stream (after 6 pm 

when Babcia’s is done serving dinner!) and we will call 

winners as soon as possible! 

 

�� BABCIA’S IS COMING BACK: On November 14

th

, we will be 

hosting Babcia’s again from 2-6 pm at our church. They will 

be serving up Polish dinners $13.00 pre-sale and $15 for 

the day of. They will also have the freezer truck here for 

other polish delights  available for purchase. If you would 

like to pre-order, please call 716-436-3894 or visit their 

website at  https://babciaspierogi.com/event/st-john-the-

baptist-drive-thru-polish-dinner-fundraiser. 

 

 MINISTRY NEWS 

�� ANYONE IN NEED OF PREGNANCY ASSISTANCE please call rectory for 

referrals. Our newly formed Works of Mercy Ministry will gladly be of 

service. 

�� TEMPORARY USHERS St. John’s Church is in need of men and women 

to serve as temporary ushers for weekend Masses during the time 

we are observing protocols for Covid-19. Ushers assist at Mass by 

helping people sign in and get seated and take up the collection in 

the church and in the parking lot and help ensure that proper social 

distancing is maintained during dismissal. If you are currently 

comfortable attending one of our indoor Masses and you can assist, 

please contact Carl Matthies at 937-7433. 

�� ST. JOHN’S WORKS OF MERCY MINISTRY is in the process of 

contacting each parishioner as we proceed through Covid.  One of 

our tools for doing this is the “Care and Share Survey” in this 

bulletin.  In the Care” portion of the survey, please help us by 

providing names and contact information for any parishioners who 

are not yet coming to Mass due to Covid.  Also, if you know of 

someone in need, please provide a name and contact information as 

well. The survey also has a “Share” portion.  If you are interested in 

helping us perform the Corporal Works of Mercy in our parish and 

community, please provide your name and contact information along 

with how you would like to help. We realize not everyone feels 

called to this type of ministry. If you just write your name on the 

survey, we will consider you “contacted” and you will not be 

called  

�� A LIST OF THE MEN AND WOMEN CURRENTLY SERVING IN THE UNITED 

STATES ARMED FORCES appears at the entrance of our church. They 

are remembered in our prayers at the end of every weekday Mass. 

To add the name of your loved one, simply call the rectory. We would 

be honored to include their name. If someone on our current list is no 

longer serving, please let us know so that our list can be updated. 

Thank you.�

�� LET'S PRAY FOR OUR POLICE WHO PROTECT US AND LET'S DO THIS 

HALLOWEEN A LITTLE DIFFERENT! You still get to wear a mask! On 

Saturday, October 31

st

, St. John's Works of Mercy Ministry and 

Respect Life Committee, in union with our Parish groups are 

sponsoring a Rosary Rally for our Nation and honoring all our men 

and women in blue. At Noon on St. John's Church property, we will 

be praying peacefully and honoring those who serve and deserve our 

Respect. Could you spare an hour of prayer to demonstrate how 

much we care?! Sign up sheets in vestibule. Police are invited to join 

us. Please support this respectful event. Rosaries provided if needed. 

All are welcome! See flyer for details!�



SCHOOL NEWS 

Dear St. John Parish, 

      Halloween is a time to encourage imagination, and can be a lot 

of fun. We have made changes to the way we celebrate Halloween 

in the school, so that we can all continue to be safe and healthy.. I 

think that it is important to keep a few safety tips in mind as you 

make plans for Halloween and I will share some that I have adapted 

from the National Safety Council.  

 

General Safety Tips:  

�� All costumes, wigs and accessories should be fire-resistant 

�� If children are allowed out after dark, fasten reflective tape to 

their costumes and bags, or give them glow stick. 

�� When buying Halloween makeup, make sure it is nontoxic and 

always test it in a small area first 

�� Remove all makeup before children go to bed to prevent skin 

and eye irritation.  

�� A responsible adult should accompany young children on the 

neighborhood rounds 

�� If your older children are going alone, plan and review a route 

acceptable to you 

�� Agree on a specific time children should return home 

�� Teach your children never to enter a stranger's home or car 

�� Instruct children to travel only in familiar, well-lit areas and stick 

with their friends 

�� Tell your children not to eat any treats until they return home 

�� Children and adults are reminded to put electronic devices 

down, keep heads up and walk, don't run, across the street. 

 

COVID related Safety Tips:  

�� Host outdoor activities rather than indoor activities as much as 

possible.  

�� If hosting an outdoor event is not possible, and you choose to 

host an indoor event, avoid crowded, poorly ventilated, or fully 

enclosed indoor spaces.( Increase ventilation by opening 

windows and doors to the extent that is safe and feasible based 

on the weather.) 

�� Host activities with only people from your local area as much as 

possible. 

�� Limit numbers of attendees as much as possible. 

�� Provide updated information to your guests about any COVID-

19 safety guidelines and steps in place to prevent the spread of 

the virus. 

�� Provide or encourage attendees to bring supplies to help you 

and others stay healthy. For example, extra masks (do not 

share or swap with others), hand sanitizer that contains at least 

60% alcohol, and tissues.�

�� If you are planning in-person holiday gatherings with people 

outside of your household, consider asking all guests to strictly 

avoid contact with people outside of their 

households for 14 days before the gathering.�

�

Many Blessings,  

Jonna M. Johnson, Principal 

 

FAITH FORMATION: 

 

An email was sent this week for Confirmation Service Opportunities. 

Make sure to get your son/daughter signed up for service. Parents 

are needed  to drive and stay for each opportunity. Please let me 

know if you are available to help. 

 

Upcoming dates 

November 4 :6:30 Reconciliation parent meeting - online 

November 8: 11:00 Confirmation Class - cafeteria 

November 9: 7:00 Confirmation Class- cafeteria 

November 12: 6:30 Reconciliation parent meeting - online 
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  Saturday, October 24 

  4:00 pm Tony Passero - Deacon Dan & Jenny Golinski 

  Sunday, October 25 (30

th

 Sunday in ordinary time) 

  8:00 am Our Parishioners 

  9:30 am Irene Richter - Fred & Sandi Kintzel 

  11:00 am Tony Sala - Diane Frys 

  Monday, October 26 

  8:30 am Deborah Jones - Dad& Mom 

  Tuesday, October 27 

  8:30 am Alton & Florence Fix - Ann, Nelson & Family 

 

  Wednesday, October 28 

  8:30 am Alice Roll - Estate 

  Thursday, October 29 

  8:30 am Robert & Beatrice Jacobi - Michael & Margaret 

Tremblay 

  Friday, October 30 

  8:30 am Genevieve J. Kaczmarek - Estate 

  Saturday, October 31 

  4:00 pm Msgr. David Slubecky - Family & Estate 

 

  Sunday, November 1 (All Saints’ Day) 

  8:00 am AnnMarie Lindner - Husband, Bink 

  9:30 am Robert Agrilar - Kellner Family 

  11:00 am All Souls 

St. John the Baptist Parish 

Care & Share Survey 

To identify parishioners with needs, and parishioners who can 

help meet those needs 

 

The Works of Mercy Ministry suspects there are some needs 

within our parish that are unknown and therefore unmet, so 

we’re asking for help in identifying them.  Also, we invite those 

parishioners with time and talents that would like to help meet 

these needs to let us know who you are and how you would 

like to help.   

 

Care: If you, or someone you know are in need, please 

provide name and contact information: 

 

 

Share: If you have time or a particular talent you would like to 

put to use, please provide name and contact information: 

 

 

If you would rather talk to someone, or have any questions, 

please leave your contact information with the rectory at 937-

6959. 

 

Now more than ever we need to be there for each other to 

build and rebuild our communities. We each have been 

blessed with tremendous gifts and talents. Won't you please 

help us identify those and work together towards a brighter 

future of faith-filled people?   Thank you and may God bless us 

all.  



 Pre-Planned Funeral Consultations

 FUNERAL HOME, INC.
 Alden, New York 937-7411

PERSONAL & BUSINESS
TAX PREPARATION

(716) 937-7588
1472 Exchange St. • Alden, NY

Wagner MonuMentsWagner MonuMents
Monuments • Markers • Urns
Vases • Cemetery Lettering

892-5505892-5505
2953 Genesee St. Bet. Harlem & Union

13349 Broadway Street
alden, new york 14004

(716) 937-9150
www.michaelcolelaw.com

CREIGHTON OPTICALCREIGHTON OPTICAL
Derek A. ZAkrZewskiDerek A. ZAkrZewski

JAmes F. CreightonJAmes F. Creighton

Routine & Diabetic Eye Exams,
Eyeglasses, Sunglasses,

& Contact Lenses
 13295 Broadway • Alden 937-7373937-7373

St. Adalbert’sSt. Adalbert’s
CemeteriesCemeteries

Serving WNY since 1890
6200 Broadway • Lancaster, NY 14086

1621 Dale Road • Cheektowaga, NY 14225

681-3090

C
M
harles

eyer

KOTAS & KOTAS, CPAs

Your ChoiCe ForYour ChoiCe For
Collision & MeChaniCal repairsCollision & MeChaniCal repairs

12089 Broadway Alden, NY
(716) 937-9343(716) 937-9343

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0964

Alden TherApeuTic MAssAge
Meghan J. Mahaney LMT

Jessica L. Smith LMT
11861 Broadway-Alden

716-449-8674
email: mmahaneylmt@gmail.com

St. John the 
Baptist Church
www.stjohnalden.weshareonline.org

Century ArchitecturalCentury Architectural Sheet Metal LLC Sheet Metal LLC
Residential Roofing• Copper Work - • Slate

Bus 716-873-0655Bus 716-873-0655
1901 Niagara St. • Buffalo, NY 14207

 Michael Zink Rich Kraft Michael Zink Rich Kraft
 812-0954 380-0711 812-0954 380-0711

(formerly of Peter W. Eberz & Son)

ALL-AMERICAN
LAND & TREE LLC
Landscaping • Concrete • Patios
Retaining Walls • Snowplowing

FREE ESTIMATES • EMERGENCY SERVICE • FULLY INSURED
Rich Marchewka • (716) 937-3690

Contact James McGee to place an ad today! 
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

Roofing • Siding • Windows • Gutters
 A Local Alden Business

716-681-3030
www.LeveledContracting.com

EMAIL: JMACKEN41@YAHOO.COM
CLEANING, REPAIR AND INSTALLATION

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL

716-713-3309

 SERVICE - REPAIRS
 INSTALLATION
 Furnaces, Boilers, 
 Air Conditioners, 

Hot Water Tanks, Sump Pumps, 
Humidifiers and Home Standby Generators

Derek Cattoi, Owner 716-512-1335
www.czheatingandcooling.com


