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PARISH LIFE 

 

Temporary Administrator: Rev. Daniel J. Serbicki 

Pastoral Administrator: ………Deborah A. Brown 

Priest Moderator: …….Rev. Msgr. Vincent Becker 

Sacramental Minister: …….Rev. James A. Walter 

Sacramental Minister: …….Rev. Richard DiGiulio 

Permanent Deacon: …………….Marc Leaderstorf 

Permanent Deacon: ……………….Peter Donnelly 

School Principal: ………………….Jonna Johnson 

Business Manager: …………………….Kate Wypij 

Director of Music & Liturgy: ……..Dan Stachelski 

Catechetical Leader: ………………..Jenny Golinski 

Administrative Assistant: …..Stephanie McCormick 

 

SACRAMENTAL LIFE: 

WEEKEND MASSES AND SCHOOL MASSES ARE LIVE 

STREAMED ON OUR WEBSITE & FACEBOOK 

 

Saturday Mass - 4:00 pm  

Sunday Masses - 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am 

Weekdays (Monday-Friday) - 8:30 am  

Vigil Mass - As Announced in the bulletin 

Holy Day - As Announced in the bulletin 

Eucharistic Adoration: First Fridays ( 9 am - 7 

pm) 

 

Reconciliation: Every Saturday at 3 pm 

 

Baptism: Baptisms are being scheduled with 

the safety of all in mind. If you have any 

questions, please call the rectory or email 

Baptism@stjohnsalden.org�

 

Marriage: Arrangements should be made at 

least 9 months ahead. A Marriage Preparation 

Program is required. 

 

 

Letters of Recommendation: Given to those 

who attend Mass regularly, are registered at 

least a month in the parish, and are baptized 

and confirmed. Also, married parishioners must 

be married in the Catholic Church. 

 

Bulletin Deadline: Articles and inserts are 

due 4:00 pm Friday, one week prior to publication. 

JUNE 13, 2021 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

St. John the Bapst School: 2028 

Sandridge Road • Alden, New York 

14004�

School Phone: 716�937�9483 • School 

Fax: 716�937�9794�

�

Faith Formaon: 716�937�6959�

Faith Formaon Email: 

faith.formaon@stjohnsalden.org�

�

New Parishioners: Please contact the 

rectory to register.�

Office Hours are Mon�Fri 9:00 am 

un�l 2:00 pm�

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST  

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH�

�

2021 SANDRIDGE ROAD • ALDEN, NEW YORK 14004�

�

Rectory Phone: 716�937�6959 • Fax: 716�937�0075�

�

Email: st.johnsaldenparish@gmail.com�

www.facebook.comStJohnsChurchAldenNY�

h.ps://www.stjohnalden.com�

MISSION STATEMENT 

St. John the Baptist is a faith-filled Catholic Christian community, centered on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Gospel, and His Church. We watch and pray as we respond in 

loving service to the needs of our greater community. We aspire to grow in holiness, 

dedicated to life, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in order to inspire faith and 

hope in all people. 
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FOR THE WEEK OF SUNDAY, JUNE 13 

The Sanctuary light is lit to the Glory of God & for 

Lyle Fix 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Jb 38:1, 8�11/ Ps 107:23�24, 25�26, 28�

29, 30�31 [1b]/2 Cor 5:14�17/Mk 4:35�4  

We return to Ordinary Time, remember that? The last time we wore 

green there was likely snow on the ground. We’ve journeyed through 

Lent and Easter, and celebrated special days such as Pentecost, The 

Most Holy Trinity and last week, The Most Holy Body and Blood of 

Christ (Corpus Christi). Now, we return to Ordinary Time, ordinary 

right? Not much to celebrate or look forward to. Wrong, Ordinary 

Time is a season, a liturgical season which celebrates a specific time in 

the life of Our Lord Jesus Christ, nothing ordinary about that! 

      We now mark the rest of Jesus’ earthly ministry, and some major 

events of the Gospels that we are familiar with. This week we recall 

the parable of the mustard seed, the smallest of seeds, and when it 

grows, it becomes the largest of plants.  

      As I reflected on the parable of the mustard seed I was thinking of 

the lives of two of the most important saints that lived during our own 

time- personally, two of my favorite saints, St. Mother Teresa of 

Calcutta and St. John Paul II (the Great). 

      Briefly, Mother Teresa went on a retreat in 1946, a yearly custom 

that was presumably to be a retreat like any other retreat- but she 

received what she described as “a call within a call”- it became a life 

changing experience for her - and for the world! The call was for 

Mother Teresa to return to the streets and slums of Calcutta and 

minister to the poorest, those most in need. Mother Teresa founded 

the Missionaries of Charity which ultimately spread to 120 countries 

and touched millions of lives. The youngest of 3, she was a “mustard 

seed” that grew to do great things in her life- do we hear “the call” 

when God speaks to us- are we listening? 

Karol Wojtyla (future John Paul II) was working in the Solvay rock 

quarry in Poland during World War II, secretly studying for the 

priesthood while Poland was under Nazi occupation. Pope John Paul 

II gave us Divine Mercy Sunday in the year 2000, the Sunday after 

Easter each year (and so much more!).  

      We lived through (endured) this pandemic and continue to live the 

turbulent times around us, as it has changed so much of our lives.  The 

last words of John Paul II in 2005 just before he died, as appropriate 

today as the day he spoke them, “As a gift to humanity, which 

sometimes seems bewildered and overwhelmed by the power of evil, 

selfishness, and fear, the Risen Lord offers his love that pardons, 

reconciles, and reopens hearts to love. It is a love that converts hearts 

and gives peace. How much the world needs to understand and accept Divine 

Mercy!  

Lord, … we believe in you and confidently repeat to you today: Jesus, 

I trust in you, have mercy on us and on the whole world.” 

A mustard seed grows from the smallest, most “ordinary” of seeds 

“and puts forth large branches.”  

      As we continue to journey on this path, how do we grow and yield 

good fruit around us? We may feel that we are as small and 

inconsequential as a mustard seed- I imagine Gonxha Agnes Bojaxhiu 

(Mother Teresa) and Karol Wojtyla (Pope John Paul II) felt that way at 

some point on their journey as well, but they listened and followed 

Our Lord Jesus Christ throughout their lives, and the rest is history!�

A Word from  Today’s Scriptures 

 

The Mustard Seed:  [Jesus] said, the kingdom of God is like a 

mustard seed that, when it is sown in the ground, it is the smallest of 

all the seeds on the earth.  But once it is sown, it springs up and 

becomes the largest of plants and puts forth large branches.  will be 

shed for many.�

  Mark 14:22�24 �

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.  

 

Prayer starter: Heavenly Father, your church grew from its small 

beginnings and spread itself over the whole world. Help me 

remember that those, “planted in the house of the Lord shall 

flourish.”  Ps 92:14 �

A Word From Father Dan�

When I first met with a spiritual director, I 

had a lot to learn. He asked me what I 

wanted to focus on. Everything! I wanted to 

focus on everything. I wanted to be perfect. 

And I wanted to be perfect today. He 

chuckled, and encouraged me to focus on 

just one thing to improve in over time. He 

also encouraged me to make sure it was 

something I could measure progress in.�

Today’s gospel reminds us that growth is a 

slow steady but very satisfying process. Seed 

in a field requires a certain amount of care, 

but ultimately it does its own growing in its 

own time. The kingdom grows the same way, 

both in the world and in our hearts. There 

are two extremes that can ruin things: we 

might throw ourselves in so quickly that we 

ruin things after a short time of frantic 

progress, or perhaps we go so slowly that we 

never really progress at all. Yet if we are both 

determined and patient, with God’s help, we 

can make progress.�

The Eucharistic Prayer � The Preface �

By: Dan Stachelski III�

�

Now begins the summit of our entire Mass - The 

Eucharistic Prayer. It begins with a three-part dialogue 

that has been said since the late second century.  

 

The Lord be with you. / And with your spirit. We 

have had this exchange twice already in the Mass, but 

this time we are going to be praying with greater 

intensity and we will need divine help. Remember that 

the “spirit” in this exchange refers to the spirit that the 

priest received at his ordination. It is the spirit that 

allows him to perform this very sacred action. Because 

we are aware that there is only one priest, Christ 

himself, we understand that the priest celebrating the 

Mass is representing Christ for us now. In our response 

to this, we are essentially saying “be the priest for us 

now.” He blesses us, then we bless our priest in return. 
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Please pray for all who are in need: Ann G, Mackenzie Refermat, Theresa Kwiatkowski, Joe  & Susan Hoiden, Nicholas Oddo, Tom Pasek, Susan Abramo, David 

Nowak, Dorothy Czechowski, Dawn Duncan, Kathy & Leonard Wagner, Nicole Lindner, Terry Moore, Marlene Smith, Jackie Budnik, TSI Group, Marian Butler, 

James Creighton, Scott Meidenbauer, David Borden, Gary Powers, Christine Mayer, Bill Chapman, Jim Nowinski, Ed Monoco, Joanne Mueller, Marcia Keglar, Ken 

Warren, Kathrin Boling, Mitchell, Gail Hans, Marie Boller, Diane Zymowski, Sharon Pfeiffer, Steve Kotlowski, Sr. Ellen, Dawn LaPage, Amy Bonamici, Robert 

Kalczynski, Roger Morphew, Fred & Helen Polyowicz, Sharon Fisher, Donna Hamm, Debbie Brown, Ron Soper, Madeleine Newman and All Special Intentions. 

MINISTRY NEWS 

�� PRAYER SHAWL: Brother Kenneth from Brothers of 

Mercy delivering a patriotic 

lap robe to Sgt. Arthur P. 

M i l l e r  a n d  o t h e r 

veterans.  These lap robes 

were handmade by St. John 

the Baptist’s Prayer Shawl 

Ministry. Mr. Miller is a 

WWII veteran residing at 

Brothers. �

�� WORKS OF MERCY: A 

new addition to our St. John's Works of Mercy Ministry is 

our Lasagna Love 4 Life (LL4L). Our team is making and 

delivering delicious lasagna to those in need. Several pans of 

LL4L have already been distributed to families who have 

lost a loved one, who may be returning from a hospital stay, 

or who may be going through a difficult time of any sort. If 

you or someone you know from our parish would 

appreciate a pan of lasagna, please contact our 

email, worksofmercy@stjohnsalden.org or contact Pam @ 

716 785-7195�

�� PRO-LIFE: The annual Pro-life Contest entries are 

displayed in Church vestibule. Please check out our 

students' wonderful projects. Winners TBA soon. �

�� VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL: We would like to hold Vacation Bible School 

this summer August 2-6th. In order to do this we need a 

team of volunteers to help plan and facilitate this fun event. 

If you are interested in helping please contact the Faith 

Formation office at 937-6959.�

�� BIBLE STUDY: Would you be interested in a summer Bible 

Study? We had a great group studying Ephesians during 

lent this year. Those participants want to study more so I'm 

trying to get an idea of what might work best and what kind 

of space we might need. Would a daytime Bible study be 

more appealing to you than evenings? Please call Jenny at 

937-6959 and let her know what you might be interested in. 

�� NEWS FROM WORSHIP COMMITTEE: UPCOMING 

CELEBRATIONS! 

�� Father’s Day (June 19 – 20):  We will crown St. Joseph 

during the 8 AM Mass. Blessing of fathers at all Masses; 

holy card for fathers available at all Masses. 

�� Vigil of the Feast Day of Saint John the Baptist (June 

23): Vespers at 7 PM. 

�� Saturday, June 26

th

:  Our first OUTDOOR MASS of the 

summer! Bring a picnic dinner for your family and we will 

all “tailgate” in the parking lot following Mass. There will 

also be a Ministry Fair in the parking lot (all church 

ministries invited to set up a table), and a family movie 

shown on the BIG SCREEN beginning at dusk (Rain Date 

will be July 3.) This event is an all-parish event under the 

guidance of the Parish Council. For information, contact 

Scott Dobe, Parish Council President, or Kathy Sutter, 

Worship Committee Chairperson.�

Outdoor Masses will continue through August 31 at every 

4 PM Saturday and 9:30 AM Sunday Mass as weather 

permits.�

The Eucharistic Prayer � The Preface (Con’t)�

By: Dan Stachelski III�

�

 

Lift up your hearts. / We lift them up to the Lord.  The 

priest is now in his role as Christ and commands us to lift up 

our hearts. Biblically, the heart is the place where all of our 

thoughts, emotions, actions, and actions originate. This is 

Christ telling us where we are headed - we are going to heaven 

and all that is about to happen happens there.  We are being 

summoned to give our fullest attention to what is about to 

happen. St. Cyril of Jerusalem said: “For in this sublime 

moment, the heart should be lifted up to God, and not be 

allowed to descend to the earth and to earthly concerns.” 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. / It is right and 

just.  In Jewish tradition, thanksgiving is something that we 

can offer God that he does not already possess. We give 

thanks that our hearts are now raised up and it is only possible 

because of the grace of God. This sentiment is an echo of 

what was expressed in the Gloria (“We give you thanks ..” 

and as a response to scripture (“Thanks be to God.”) 

 

Following this dialogue is the Preface Prayer where the priest 

begins to speak to God. He offers this prayer on our behalf as 

a prayer of thanksgiving. The opening line is addressed to 

God the Father and expresses the duty of God’s people to 

give thanks to the Lord. The second part picks up on the 

phrase “through Christ our Lord” and recalls something that 

Christ has done for us, phrased to fit the season. The third 

part connects the previous part with the word “therefore” and 

expresses the desire to unite our voices with the voices of 

heaven to join together in singing God’s praises. 

 

Reflection. In Jewish tradition, table prayers were recited at 

every meal. A blessing was given (barakah), and contained 

three parts: (1) praise of God, (2) thanksgiving for his 

redemptive work, (3) supplication (asking) for the future. 

These occur during the Mass - sometimes more than once. 

Where are these elements in the Mass?  

MINISTRY NEWS 

�� CEMETERY COMMITTEE: Our next meeting will be on 

June 16th at 6:30 pm. Weather permitting, we will meet in 

front of the cemetery near the back of the rectory. Please 

bring a chair. Should the weather not be favorable, we 

will meet in the cafeteria using the rear entrance by the 

playground. New members are always welcome.�

PARISH NEWS 

�� HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: Congratulations 

to John & Barb Ertel for celebrating 50 

years of Marriage. They will be renewing 

their vows on June 19th during the 4pm 

Mass.�

�� EARLY BULLETIN: If anyone has content 

for the July 4th, please submit it to the Rectory by 

Tuesday, June 22nd and for July 11th by Wednesday, June 

23rd. Anyone who may need a flyer for the July 4th, 

please provide volunteers as Stephanie will be out of the 

office the week of June 27th. Thank you!�



SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Dear St. John Parish, 

 

You may have noticed the tents on the side of the school. These 

tents were generously donated to the H.S.A and are helping provide 

our students with comfortable spaces to learn outdoors. They will 

remain up until the  of the year, and they are sure to come in handy 

for a number of our fundraising events. As always, we are committed 

to providing the best learning environment for our students, even if it 

means we have to move outside 

 Many Blessings,  

Jonna M. Johnson, Principal 

 

We are still holding open registration for the 2021-2022 school year. 

We have a few classes that are full, but lots of openings in our 5th - 

8th grade classes. Give the office a call to schedule a personal tour 

and find out how St. John the Baptist school can be the right fit for 

your child! 

 

 

School Office Hours: Please note that the school office is closed to all 

visitors during our regular school hours. No one will be permitted into the 

building during school hours. If you need to contact us, please call 937-

9483 or email us at school.office@stjohnsalden.org. �

�

You can like us on Facebook (St. John the Baptist School Home 

Page or Principal Jonna Johnson Home Page) to see more 

exciting events and school news. 

FAITH FORMATION: 

 

Summer Faith Formation office hours are Monday - 

Wednesday 9:00- 2:00. 

 

This faith formation is finished! I'm so looking forward to seeing 

my families again in the fall! I'm looking for some volunteers to 

help with our monthly program. Can you help each month? 

Can you help just a few times or even just once? Call the faith 

formation office to learn more 937-6959 

 

Families who have not turned in their books and registration for 

next year are asked to please drop them off as soon as 

possible. There is a drop book in the vestibule of the rectory 

for after hours drop offs. 

LAWN FETE LITE 2021 

�

July 9 � Car Show � Live Music from West of the 

Mark (country)�

July 10 � Polish Mass, Polish Dinner with Polish 

Band during dinner.� Live Music from Flipside 

(classic pop rock)�

July 11 � Chicken & Rib Dinner. Basket Raffle 

Drawing�
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  Saturday, June 12 

  4:00 pm Margaret Ryan 

 

  Sunday, June 13 (11th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  8:00 am John & Carol Hoelscher - Jamie & Sharon 

  9:30 am Anna “Gretl” Karlnowski” Jerry & Pam Casillo 

  11:00 am Larry Kocher - Marilyn Camp 

  Monday, June 14 

  8:30 am Rae Malucci - Rosemary Hopcia 

  Tuesday, June 15 

  8:30 am  Steve Kotlowski - Steve & Joan Wesolowski 

  Wednesday, June 16 

  8:30 am Jay Czerniak - Michael & Margaret Tremblay 

  Thursday, June 17 

  8:30 am All Souls 

  Friday, June 18 

  8:30 am All Souls 

  Saturday, June 19 

  4:00pm Helene Houck - Her Family 

Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary to John & Barb Ertel 

 

  Sunday, June 20 (12th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  8:00 am Lenard Zymowski - Wife & Daughter Diane 

  9:30 am Larry Kocher - Judy & Frank Downhower 

  11:00 am Joseph & Ruth DeCarolis - Children 

F�������

�

W�����	 �� 5/30/2021�

�
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�����
��

� Total.....................$7,718.00�

W�����	 �� 6/6/2021�

�

S����� C
�����
��

� Total.....................$7,721.00�

F���� Y��� �
 D��� �

� (9/1/2020�8/31/2021).............�

� .............................$346,863.62�

MASS AND LITURGICAL GUIDELINES DURING COVID: Please note the 

following COVID-related updates, effective as of last weekend: 

Seating. 6 ft. social distancing between households is still in 

effect, but ropes will be removed from one side of the 

church. You can choose to sit in the roped section with 

pews open at 6-foot intervals, or in the unroped section 

where seating is dependent on individual choice and 

responsibility, based on comfort level. 

Masks. Masks must be worn whenever entering, exiting, or 

moving within the church, including during the 

Communion procession. Masks may be removed when 

seated. 

Distribution of Holy Communion. The Communion 

procession has been reinstated. Wearing a mask, come 

up the center aisle to receive then proceed down the side 

aisles to return to your seat. Please maintain 6 ft. social 

distancing with the people in front of you.  

Sign-in sheets are discontinued. 

All of our weekend Masses will continue to be live-streamed and 

available on our website (www.stjohnalden.com) and Facebook page. 



SITE WORK-SEPTIC SYSTEMS-EXCAVATION

WagnerWagner
MonuMentsMonuMents
Monuments • Markers

Urns • Vases
 Cemetery Lettering

892-5505892-5505
2953 Genesee St. Bet. Harlem & Union

C
M
harles

eyer

ALL-AMERICAN
LAND & TREE LLC
Landscaping • Concrete
Patios • Retaining Walls 

Snowplowing
FREE ESTIMATES • EMERGENCY SERVICE

FULLY INSURED

Rich Marchewka
(716) 937-3690

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-0964

CREIGHTONCREIGHTON
OPTICALOPTICAL

Derek A. ZAkrZewskiDerek A. ZAkrZewski

JAmes F. CreightonJAmes F. Creighton

Routine & Diabetic Eye Exams,
Eyeglasses,Sunglasses, 

& Contact Lenses
13295 Broadway • Alden

937-7373937-7373

Contact James McGee to place an ad today! 
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

EMAIL: JMACKEN41@YAHOO.COM
CLEANING, REPAIR 
AND INSTALLATION

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 
AND INDUSTRIAL

716-713-3309
 SERVICE - REPAIRS
 INSTALLATION

Furnaces, Boilers, Air Conditioners, 
Hot Water Tanks, Sump Pumps, 

Humidifiers and Home Standby Generators
Derek Cattoi, Owner

716-512-1335
www.czheatingandcooling.com

13899 Broadway, Alden
Austin:

c: (716) 864-9413 
o: (716) 937-4400

Pre-Planned 
Funeral Consultations

 FUNERAL HOME, INC.
Alden, New York

937-7411

CALL 
FO

R 

APPOINTM
EN

T! LANCASTER COMMONS

55+ Active Senior 
Living Community

FREE Electric, Gas, Water, Basic Cable 
and Internet. 24 Hour Maintenance, 

Smoke Free and Pet Friendly

716-685-4871
18 Pavement Rd. Lancaster, NY 14086

 Lancastercommons@clovergroupinc.com

13349 Broadway Street

alden, new york 14004
(716) 937-9150

w w w .michaelcolelaw.com

Your ChoiCe For Your ChoiCe For 
Collision & MeChaniCal Collision & MeChaniCal 

repairsrepairs

12089 Broadway Alden, NY
(716) 937-9343(716) 937-9343

St. Adalbert’sSt. Adalbert’s
CemeteriesCemeteries

Serving WNY since 1890
6200 Broadway

 Lancaster, NY 14086
1621 Dale Road

Cheektowaga, NY 14225

681-3090

For help with YOUR next
STRATEGIC real estate move call 

The Bishop Team at: 

791-SALE(7
16

)

St. John the 
Baptist Church
www.stjohnalden.weshareonline.org

KOTAS & KOTAS, CPAs

PERSONAL
& BUSINESS TAX 
PREPARATION
(716) 937-7588

1472 Exchange St., Alden, NY


