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PARISH LIFE 

 

Temporary Administrator: Rev. Daniel J. Serbicki 

Priest Moderator: …….Rev. Msgr. Vincent Becker 

Sacramental Minister: …….Rev. James A. Walter 

Sacramental Minister: …….Rev. Richard DiGiulio 

Permanent Deacon: …………….Marc Leaderstorf 

Permanent Deacon: ……………….Peter Donnelly 

School Principal: ………………….Jonna Johnson 

Business Manager: …………………….Kate Wypij 

Director of Music & Liturgy: ……..Dan Stachelski 

Administrative Assistant: …..Stephanie McCormick 

 

SACRAMENTAL LIFE: 

WEEKEND MASSES AND SCHOOL MASSES ARE LIVE 

STREAMED ON OUR WEBSITE & FACEBOOK 

 

Saturday Mass - 4:00 pm  

Sunday Masses - 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am 

Weekdays (Monday-Friday) - 8:30 am  

Vigil Mass - As Announced in the bulletin 

Holy Day - As Announced in the bulletin 

Eucharistic Adoration: First Fridays ( 9 am - 7 

pm) 

 

Reconciliation: Every Saturday at 3 pm 

 

Baptism: Baptisms are being scheduled with 

the safety of all in mind. If you have any 

questions, please call the rectory or email 

Baptism@stjohnsalden.org�

 

Marriage: Arrangements should be made at 

least 9 months ahead. A Marriage Preparation 

Program is required. 

 

 

Letters of Recommendation: Given to those 

who attend Mass regularly, are registered at 

least a month in the parish, and are baptized 

and confirmed. Also, married parishioners must 

be married in the Catholic Church. 

 

Bulletin Deadline: Articles and inserts are 

due 4:00 pm Friday, one week prior to publication. 

AUGUST 22, 2021 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

St. John the Bapst School: 2028 

Sandridge Road • Alden, New York 

14004�

School Phone: 716�937�9483 • School 

Fax: 716�937�9794�

�

Faith Formaon: 716�937�6959�

Faith Formaon Email: 

faith.formaon@stjohnsalden.org�

�

New Parishioners: Please contact the 

rectory to register.�

Office Hours are Mon�Fri 9:00 am 

un�l 2:00 pm�

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST  

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH�

�

2021 SANDRIDGE ROAD • ALDEN, NEW YORK 14004�

�

Rectory Phone: 716�937�6959 • Fax: 716�937�0075�

�

Email: st.johnsaldenparish@gmail.com�

www.facebook.com/StJohnsChurchAldenNY�

h/ps://www.stjohnalden.com�

MISSION STATEMENT 

St. John the Baptist is a faith-filled Catholic Christian community, centered on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Gospel, and His Church. We watch and pray as we respond in 

loving service to the needs of our greater community. We aspire to grow in holiness, 

dedicated to life, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in order to inspire faith and 

hope in all people. 
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READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Dt 4:1�2, 6�8/Ps 15:2�3, 3�4, 4�5 [1a]/Jas 1:17�18, 

21b�22, 27/Mk 7:1�8, 14�15, 21�2 

Liturgical Corner By Deacon Marc Leaderstorf 

   

“As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” Joshua 

24:15, this is the Bible verse that we try to live by in our own home, 

it’s actually written on our checks to remind us always of what and 

who we are called to be each moment, especially important I think 

on our checks as to remind us of our priorities in life, is it God or 

money- the material world we are to serve? The line before this in 

our first reading today is Joshua asking the leaders of Israel, “If it 

does not please you to serve the Lord, decide today whom you will 

serve.” Words that are as relevant for us to live by today as they 

were in Joshua’s day as he is about to lead the Israelites into the 

Promised Land. 

The second reading is perhaps one of the most controversial 

readings we have in the Bible, St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesian’s on 

the surface seems to be slanted to male supremacy in which we may 

only hear, “Wives should be subordinate to their husbands in 

everything.” This gives us pause, as we need to focus as well on the 

line directly preceding, “As the church is subordinate to Christ, so 

wives should be subordinate ...” Recall that Jesus willingly went to 

Calvary to be nailed to the Cross and died for his bride, the Church. 

Husbands/men, as we are all called to be imitators of Christ and 

live with agape love for one another - are we willing to die for our 

brides? This reading is one of the readings for marriage and when 

understood in this context we better understand the directive from 

St. Paul, “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved the 

church and handed himself over for her to sanctify her.” If all went 

into marriage with this understanding, would we still have a 50% 

divorce rate? 

Hard readings today indeed, serve the Lord above all things, be 

willing to die for our bride, and believe with our whole heart the 

source and summit of our faith, we must eat the flesh of the Son of 

Man and drink his blood to have everlasting life. St. John Paul II, 

“Seek Jesus, endeavoring to acquire a deep personal faith that will 

inform and direct your whole life. But, above all, let it be your 

commitment and programme to love Jesus, with a sincere, authentic 

and personal love. He must be your friend and your support along 

the path of life. He alone has words of eternal life.” This answers 

Simon Peter’s question, “Master, to whom shall we go?”�

A Word from  Today’s Scriptures 

The Words of Eternal Life:  Simon Peter answered him, “Master, 

to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  We 

have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy 

One of God.” Jn. 6:69 �

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.  

Prayer starter: Lord Jesus, give me an open heart to receive you.  

The Bible promises that those who search with all their heart 

will find you.  (Jer. 29:13) (Deut. 4:29)  

The Communion Rite: The Lord’s Prayer �

By: Dan Stachelski III�

The doxology and Great Amen that was just 

sung closes the Eucharistic Prayer. The bread and wine 

have been consecrated and it is now time to fulfil the 

Lord’s command to “take and eat” and to “take and 

drink.” He is now truly present before us. The elements 

of the Communion Rite are meant to lead us to receive 

holy communion and to ensure that we are prepared to 

receive the Body and Blood of Christ.�

The first element of this rite is to pray the Lord’s 

Prayer. It was taught by Jesus in the gospels (Mt. 6:9�13 

and Lk. 11:1�4) and has been used in the Mass 

throughout the centuries. We can only say this prayer 

because of Jesus’s divine instruction �� He gave us a new 

relationship with His Father and taught us to pray this 

prayer. As a result, we dare to call God “Father.” The 

priest invites us to pray: “At the Savior's command and 

formed by divine teaching, we dare to say …” Then, 

together as a community, we pray the prayer that Jesus 

taught us.�

The Lord’s Prayer is made up of seven 

petitions:��

(1) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name. (2) Thy kingdom come, (3) Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. (4) Give us this day our daily 

bread, (5) and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against (6) and lead us not into 

temptation, (7) but deliver us from evil.�

The first three petitions relate to the Eucharistic 

Prayer. (1) God’s name is recognized as holy (we sang 

this in the Holy, Holy, Holy),� (2, 3) and we are reminded 

of the co�mingling of God’s kingdom here on earth to 

fulfill his will. (4) As a community, we ask for 

everything that we need for life � our earthly and 

spiritual sustenance. (5) We then ask for forgiveness of 

guilt and any offenses that we committed against 

someone else, and ask that we forgive anyone who has 

sinned against us (see 1 Cor. 11:27ff). (6) We ask that 

God gives us strength to help us choose right over wrong 

and that (7) the evil one (Satan) never stands in our way.�

Then follows a part of the prayer called the 

“embolism” (Greek for “insertion”), which explains the 

last petition and has been a tradition of the Catholic 

Church for over 1,600 years. “Deliver us Lord, from 

every evil … keep us free from sin and protect us from 

all anxiety …” Our earthly lives are surrounded by 

anxiety and sin, and we pray for deliverance from these 

things as “we wait in joyful hope for the coming of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ.” This puts us right in the middle � 

between our earthly life and the coming of Christ in the 

future. The congregation then responds with the 

acclamation: “For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours, now and forever.” This is an original 

Christian prayer of praise derived from 1 Chronicles 

29:11 and can be found in the Diadache (a first�century 

writing by early Christians). This final acclamation was 

actually added after Vatican II as a way to preserve 

primitive Christian prayer and to take a small step in the 

direction of ecumenical unity, as most Protestant 

churches added it to the Our Father. It also parallels 

with the conclusion of the Gloria.�

Reflection. Take some time to learn about the Our 

Father. The Catechism dedicates a whole chapter to it 

and breaks it down line�by�line (CCC 2777�2865). It is 

available online at https://www.usccb.org/beliefs�and�

teachings/what�we�believe/catechism/catechism�of�the�

catholic�church.  
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Please pray for all who are in need: Ann G, Mackenzie Refermat, Theresa Kwiatkowski, Joe & Susan Hoiden, Nicholas Oddo, Tom Pasek, Susan Abramo, David 

Nowak, Dorothy Czechowski, Dawn Duncan, Kathy & Leonard Wagner, Nicole Lindner, Terry Moore, Marlene Smith, Jackie Budnik, TSI Group, Marian Butler, 

James Creighton, Scott Meidenbauer, David Borden, Gary Powers, Christine Mayer, Bill Chapman, Jim Nowinski, Ed Monoco, Joanne Mueller, Marcia Keglar, Ken 

Warren, Catherine & Maurice Boling, Mitchell, Gail Hans, Marie Boller, Diane Zymowski, Sharon Pfeiffer, Sr. Ellen, Dawn LaPage, Amy Bonamici, Robert Kalczynski, 

Roger Morphew, Fred & Helen Polyowicz, Sharon Fisher, Donna Hamm, Ron Soper, Madeleine Newman, Gilbert Fries, Michael McNally, Dolores Kuciel , Theodore 

Langner , Tom Czechowski, Michael Volk, Beverly & David Pellittieri, Dolores Kuciel , Bruce Hoffman. Joe Adams and All Special Intentions. 

M������� N
���

 

 

�� Respect Life News - Save the Date: We are thrilled to 

announce that on September 30

th

 Father Frank Pavone, 

National Director for Priests for Life, will return to the Buffalo 

area as the keynote speaker at Summit Life Outreach Center’s 

Annual Banquet. We would like to reserve a table. Tickets are 

$50 per person. Financial assistance available.  More 

information to follow. Any questions, please call 937- 9577.  

�� Youth Mass-Congrats! A Faith Lift! A Heartfelt thanks to all 

who were able to participate in our August 15 Youth Mass! It 

was a beautiful Mass that was dedicated to Our Blessed 

Mother's Assumption, and had great Youth involvement! Thank 

you to the Liturgy, Worship, SWMM-Refreshment committees 

and especially our youth for their helping with ministry service! 

Many youths received prolife t-shirts and scapulars. All enjoyed 

the pizza picnic and some kickball fun! Please know all are 

appreciated as St. John's moves forward in a spiritually positive 

way. We thank you Lord for the beautiful day and for all your 

blessings! Stay tuned for the next Youth Mass  

 

7 REASONS TO GO TO ADORATION CONTINUED—

SUBMITTED BY DELPHINE LEADERSTORF 

 

6 - Prepares You for Sunday Mass 

In Adoration, you can spend time contemplating the readings of the 

upcoming Sunday Mass.  It is a good idea to read the passages just 

before and after the actual readings so you get the entire context of 

the theme.  This will help not only you to better understand it 

yourself, but also enable you to better explain it - especially to your 

children.  Learning about the readings beforehand will also benefit 

you if there are any distractions you might incur during 

Mass.  Praying before the Blessed Sacrament in Eucharistic 

adoration reminds you of the primary focus of the Mass—

Jesus.  Ask Jesus to  help you learn about the meaning of the 

liturgical norms and rituals, the color of the vestments - all a means 

to point us closer to the Son. Gazing upon the Blessed Sacrament 

reminds us of Jesus’ words in John 6:35, “I am the bread of life; he 

who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will 

never thirst. ” 

 

7 - Because the Church Recommends It 

According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church paragraph 1380, 

The Church and the world have great need of Eucharistic adoration. 

Jesus waits for us in this sacrament of love. Let us be generous with 

our time in going to meet Him in adoration and contemplation full of 

faith. And let us be ready to make reparation for the great faults and 

crimes of the world. May our adoration never cease. 

      The Eucharist is the source and summit of the Catholic faith 

(CCC 1324). Jesus is truly the Bread of Life. Like the Apostles, Mary 

Magdalene, the Blessed Virgin Mary, Joseph, and other New 

Testament figures, we too see Jesus on a consistent basis. He 

comes in the simple form a bread so that we can approach Him 

more easily without fear.  Come, believe, adore - bring your 

problems, sorrows &  joys to Him and experience His great love for 

you.  Take the time to find the time and visit our Lord.  You will be 

blessed in ways you don't know or understand.   

He Is Waiting For You! 

PARISH NEWS 

�� Help Needed: We are in need of a volunteer to help 

coordinate altar server schedules. Please contact the church 

office if you are able to help with this important ministry.  

 

�� New Envelopes: The new envelopes have been sent out 

as of August 16. Please contact the rectory ASAP if you 

have not received your envelopes by August 27. 

�� Faith Formation Update: Our Faith Formation Program 

is still scheduled to begin in September. If families have 

any questions, please contact the rectory. We are also 

looking for a new Faith Formation Director. Please see the 

Faith Formation section for the job description and link to 

follow if interested.  

�� National Fuel: After Labor Day, National Fuel plans to 

begin work repairing the main line which runs in front of 

the church and rectory. They are hoping to be able to 

complete their work by digging underground and not 

having to dig up the asphalt. Should their work interfere 

with Mass or the rectory, we will notify parishioners via the 

bulletin, announcements and on our website and 

Facebook.�
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�� Hope After Heartache – Tools for Living with Loss. 

Buffalo Catholic Cemeteries offers a comprehensive grief 

support program for those who have lost a loved one 

which includes three locations and four meeting choices 

per month, including a widow and widowers group. This 

program is presented as part of the Grief Support Program 

of the Buffalo Catholic Cemeteries, Diocese of Buffalo. 

Open to the community; no charge. Call Marianne Hubert, 

Director of Grief Support, 716-873-6500, for a brochure of 

grief support times and locations, as well as other activities, 

or request information by email 

to mhubert@buffalocatholiccemeteries.org.  

 

�� Help for Your Marriage. Do you feel alone? Are you 

frustrated or angry with each other? Retrouvaille helps 

couples through difficult times. For more information, call 

716-474-9371 or visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org. All calls 

are confidential. Next Retrouvaille weekend is September 

17-19. Pre-registration is required 

�� Annual Red Mass. The St. Thomas More Guild of WNY, 

a Catholic association of legal professionals, cordially 

invites all to attend the Annual Red Mass in honor of St. 

Thomas More, the patron saint of the legal profession, to 

ask for divine guidance in the proper administration of 

justice. The Red Mass will be held on Wednesday, 

September 15 at 12:10 pm at St. Joseph Cathedral, and also 

live streamed at www.youtube.com/saintjosephcathedral. 

Bishop Michael Fisher, Bishop of Buffalo, will be the 

principal celebrant and homilist. The Hon. Emilio 

Colaiacovo, JSC, will offer judicial remarks. Red Mass 

attendees are also invited to bring donations of school 

supplies for Nativity Miguel Middle School of Buffalo. 

Details can be found at www.stthomasmorewny.org/. �



SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Dear St. John’s Parish, 

 

The first day for St. John the Baptist School is Wednesday, 

September 8th and I could not be more excited!� When 

school starts I think it is important to remind ourselves that 

the streets will be full of busses, sidewalks will have eager 

children rushing down them, and parents will be tackling the 

difficulties of new routines.� Here are a few things to keep in 

mind with the start of school:��

1.� Obey all traffic signs and pay extra attention to 

crosswalks and stop signs.� There will be an increase of 

children around the school, and we want to make sure 

they remain safe.��

2.� Please do not park in front of the school.��

3.� Be aware of buses. Yellow flashing lights means the bus 

is getting ready to stop and you need to SLOW down.�

4.� Red flashing lights mean that drivers coming in both 

directions need to STOP.�

�

As the year progresses, I will keep you informed about the 

exciting learning opportunities and special accomplishments 

of our students. I know this year will be full of growth, 

learning, and blessings. As always I thank you for keeping the 

school, the children, the teachers, and our staff in your 

prayers.�

 

Many Blessings, 

Jonna M, Johnson, Principal 

Our first day of school will be on Wednesday, September 8th! We 

are still accepting new students in some of our grades, but classes 

can fill up quickly. Please contact the school office at 716-937-9483 

to schedule a tour! �

FAITH FORMATION: 

Full time Faith Formation Director Wanted - Brief Job 

Description: 

The Faith Formation Director will lead a family based catechetical 

program following the Forming Disciples curriculum for children 

grades K-10 and their parents. This includes yearly safe 

environment lessons. They will also oversee the preparation for 

Sacraments of 1st Reconciliation, 1st Eucharist, Confirmation and 

RCIA for children. The Faith Formation department also works in 

conjunction with other parish ministries where collaboration is 

possible such as liturgies and outreach. They are also responsible 

for maintaining safe environment records and reports (Virtus). In this 

position, the director should be prepared to work with other parish 

catechetical leaders as the Diocesan Renewal moves forward with 

working in families of parishes. This could include travel between 

parishes. 

Qualifications: 

• MAPM or MAT or other Religious Studies degree, 2 years Faith 

Formation experience in family catechetical program setting. 

Desired Skills: 

• PDS Faith Formation, Microsoft Office, good grasp of 

available resources for Faith Formation, technology knowledge 

for presentations (projector/laptop/DVD) and streaming of 

program resources. 

E.O.E 

https://www.buffalodiocese.org/blogjobs/9567/#:~:text=Brief%

20Job%20Description,E.O.E 



FOR THE WEEK OF SUNDAY, AUGUST 22 

The Sanctuary light is lit to the Glory of God & for 

Our Parishioners  

�
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  Saturday, August 21 

  4:00 pm Kenneth Reuter - Wife, Kathy 

 

  Sunday, August 22 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  8:00 am Debbie Brown - Nick & Gretchen Smith 

  9:30 am Marie Shalberg - Husband, Larry 

  11:00 am Larry Kocher - The Mahaney Family 

  Monday, August 23 

  8:30 am Michael J. Hopcia - Marian Kotas 

  Tuesday, August 24 

  8:30 am  Mary Ann Kiczewski - Jay & Family 

  Wednesday, August 25 

  8:30 am Thomas Hurley - The Hurley Family 

  Thursday, August 26 

  8:30 am Michael J. Hopcia - Ed & Eileen Wirth 

  Friday, August 27 

  8:30 am All Souls 

  Saturday, August 28 

  4:00pm Lee Houck - His Family 

  Sunday, August 29 (21st Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  8:00 am Deacon Richard & Mary Mahaney - The Mahaney 

Family 

  9:30 am Gretl Karlnoski - Family 

  11:00 am Joseph Malay - Family 

F�������
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W�����	 �� 8/15/2021�
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� Total....................$6,599.00�

W�S�����

8/7 � 8/13…………...$1,637.00�

�

F����
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� (9/1/2020�8/31/2021).............�

� .............................$443,313.14�
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� Total…………….$1,569.00�
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CREIGHTONCREIGHTON
OPTICALOPTICAL

Derek A. ZAkrZewskiDerek A. ZAkrZewski

JAmes F. CreightonJAmes F. Creighton

Routine & Diabetic Eye Exams,
Eyeglasses,Sunglasses, 

& Contact Lenses
13295 Broadway • Alden

937-7373937-7373

ALL-AMERICAN
LAND & TREE LLC
Landscaping • Concrete
Patios • Retaining Walls 

Snowplowing
FREE ESTIMATES • EMERGENCY SERVICE

FULLY INSURED

Rich Marchewka
(716) 937-3690

Contact James McGee to place an ad today! 
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

EMAIL: JMACKEN41@YAHOO.COM
CLEANING, REPAIR 
AND INSTALLATION

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 
AND INDUSTRIAL

716-713-3309
 SERVICE - REPAIRS
 INSTALLATION

Furnaces, Boilers, Air Conditioners, 
Hot Water Tanks, Sump Pumps, 

Humidifiers and Home Standby Generators
Derek Cattoi, Owner

716-512-1335
www.czheatingandcooling.com

CALL 
FO

R 

APPOINTM
EN

T! LANCASTER COMMONS

55+ Active Senior 
Living Community

FREE Electric, Gas, Water, Basic Cable 
and Internet. 24 Hour Maintenance, 

Smoke Free and Pet Friendly

716-685-4871
18 Pavement Rd. Lancaster, NY 14086

 Lancastercommons@clovergroupinc.com

13349 Broadway Street

alden, new york 14004
(716) 937-9150

w w w .michaelcolelaw.com

For help with YOUR next
STRATEGIC real estate move call 

The Bishop Team at: 

791-SALE(7
16

)

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

C
M
harles

eyer

Pre-Planned 
Funeral Consultations

 FUNERAL HOME, INC.
Alden, New York

937-7411

KOTAS & KOTAS, CPAs

PERSONAL
& BUSINESS TAX 
PREPARATION
(716) 937-7588

1472 Exchange St., Alden, NY

Your ChoiCe For Your ChoiCe For 
Collision & MeChaniCal Collision & MeChaniCal 

repairsrepairs

12089 Broadway Alden, NY
(716) 937-9343(716) 937-9343

St. Adalbert’sSt. Adalbert’s
CemeteriesCemeteries

Serving WNY since 1890
6200 Broadway

 Lancaster, NY 14086
1621 Dale Road

Cheektowaga, NY 14225

681-3090

WagnerWagner
MonuMentsMonuMents
Monuments • Markers

Urns • Vases
 Cemetery Lettering

892-5505892-5505
2953 Genesee St. Bet. Harlem & Union

HANDYMAN WORK
45 YEARS EXPERIENCE

RETIRED VET
CALL MATT at 

716-902-5203
www.stjohnalden.weshareonline.org


