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PARISH LIFE 

 

Pastor: ………………………Rev. Daniel J. Serbicki 

Parochial Vicar: ………….Rev. Patryk G. Sobczyk 

Priest Moderator: …….Rev. Msgr. Vincent Becker 

Permanent Deacon: …………….Marc Leaderstorf 

Permanent Deacon: ……………….Peter Donnelly 

School Principal: ………………….Jonna Johnson 

Business Manager: …………………….Kate Wypij 

Director of Music & Liturgy: …….Dan Stachelski 

Administrative Assistant: ….Stephanie McCormick 

 

 

SACRAMENTAL LIFE: WEEKEND MASSES AND SCHOOL 

MASSES ARE LIVE STREAMED ON OUR WEBSITE & 

FACEBOOK 

 

Saturday Mass - 4:00 pm  

Sunday Masses - 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am 

Weekdays (Monday-Friday) - 8:30 am  

Vigil Mass - As Announced in the bulletin 

Holy Day - As Announced in the bulletin 

Eucharistic Adoration: First Fridays ( 9 am - 7 

pm) 

 

Reconciliation: Every Saturday at 3 pm 

 

Baptism: Baptisms are being scheduled with 

the safety of all in mind. If you have any 

questions, please call the rectory or email 

Baptism@stjohnsalden.org�

 

Marriage: Arrangements should be made at 

least 9 months ahead. A Marriage Preparation 

Program is required. 

 

 

Letters of Recommendation: Given to those 

who attend Mass regularly, are registered at 

least a month in the parish, and are baptized 

and confirmed. Also, married parishioners must 

be married in the Catholic Church. 

 

Bulletin Deadline: Articles and inserts are 

due 4:00 pm Friday, one week prior to publication. 

OCTOBER 10, 2021 

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

St. John the Bapst School: 2028 

Sandridge Road • Alden, New York 

14004�

School Phone: 716�937�9483 • School 

Fax: 716�937�9794�

�

Faith Formaon: 716�937�6959�

Faith Formaon Email: 

faith.formaon@stjohnsalden.org�

�

New Parishioners: Please contact the 

rectory to register.�

Office Hours are Mon�Fri 9:00 am 

un�l 2:00 pm�

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST  

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH�

�

2021 SANDRIDGE ROAD • ALDEN, NEW YORK 14004�

�

Rectory Phone: 716�937�6959 • Fax: 716�937�0075�

�

Email: st.johnsaldenparish@gmail.com�

www.facebook.com/StJohnsChurchAldenNY�

h/ps://www.stjohnalden.com�

MISSION STATEMENT 

St. John the Baptist is a faith-filled Catholic Christian community, centered on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Gospel, and His Church. We watch and pray as we respond in 

loving service to the needs of our greater community. We aspire to grow in holiness, 

dedicated to life, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in order to inspire faith and 

hope in all people. 
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READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY: Is 53:10�11/Ps 33:4�5, 18�19, 20, 22 [22]/

Heb 4:14�16/Mk 10:35�45 or 10:42�4  

A Word from  Today’s Scriptures 

Jesus looking at him, loved him and said to him, “You 

are lacking one thing. “Go, sell what you have, and give 

to the poor and you will have treasure in 

heaven; then come, follow me.” At that 

statement his face fell and he went away 

sad, for he had many possessions.  Mk. 

10:21�22 �

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  ©2001, 

1998, 1970 CCD.  

Prayer starter: Lord, show me what I cling 

to.  When I give away what you have 

given to me, you are honored, others are 

helped, and I am blessed  

The Concluding Rites �

By: Dan Stachelski III�

At the close of Mass, we stand, just as we did at the 

beginning of Mass. The priest says “The Lord be 

with you” one last time, which signals a shift in 

gears. We have had this dialog with him already, 

four other times, to be exact; once in each part of 

the Mass. Each signaled a change. We then receive 

a final blessing and respond with an “amen.” 

Sometimes, on special days, a Prayer over the 

People may be used, which is a Solemn Blessing, 

and we respond “amen” to each prayer. The priest 

or deacon then sends us forth with a dismissal. 

What is most striking is that the whole liturgy 

receives its name from the Latin word Missa (Ite 

Missa est), which means “sending” or “dismissal”. 

It can also be interpreted from the Latin word 

missio, which means “mission.” This proves that the 

Mass should be seen as a sending forth. Jesus tells 

us “As the Father has sent me, so I send you” (John 

20:21; 17:18) and this is our missio. The entire 

paschal mystery of the Passion, Death, and 

Resurrection has been made present in this liturgy, 

now we can unite and incorporate ourselves into 

Jesus’s life and mission. We are now sent with a 

purpose and a mission to bring Christ to others.�

�

In leaving the altar, the priest kisses the altar as he 

did when Mass began then bows before it with any 

other ministers. The practice of singing a closing 

hymn is customary and not required by the rubrics 

of the Mass. It provides an echo of what we have 

just witnessed in the Eucharistic celebration.�

�

Reflection. “I have told you everything I have 

heard from my Father. It was not you who chose 

me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go 

and bear fruit, fruit that will remain.” (John 15:16) �

PARISH NEWS 

 

�� Our last outdoor Mass will be on Saturday, October 16 at 4 

PM. Please bring a chair and join us in our church’s yard 

between the church and the rectory.  

�� We have Mass intentions and Sanctuary Light availability 

in 2021. Both the Sanctuary Light and Mass Intentions can be 

for the living, for healing prayers, and for the deceased. If you 

would like to request either, please contact the rectory. We 

now have cards for healing intentions available to send to 

families as well as the Mass cards previously available.�

�� Hymnals have been removed from the pews to allow for 

cleaning between Masses, but they are available at the 

entrances of the church. Please pick one up as you enter the 

church and return it when you leave.  You are also welcome to 

use your phone or tablet to follow along by using the worship 

aids that are available by scanning the QR code on the front of 

the bulletin or by visiting www.stjohnalden.com/worship-aids. �

�� The rectory would like a second refrigerator. If any one is 

getting ride of theirs and would like to donate it to the church, 

please contact the rectory. �

�� The Rectory office will be closed on Monday, October  11 for 

Columbus day.�

GOSPEL MEDITATION 

If we are truly in love with God, then the basics are not going to be 

enough. That love is going to want to be expressed in going above and 

beyond, in leaving the comfortable and familiar, in stretching and grow-

ing, and in following a voice other than our own. St. Teresa of Calcutta 

rightly instructs us that for “love to be real, it must cost, it must hurt, it 

must empty us of self.” Being in love with God requires more than just 

checking the boxes of the commandments. It requires a sincere and 

unconditional self-investment. Desiring God with our whole heart, mind, 

and soul means that I must also desire a relationship with my neighbor 

with that same degree of fervor. 

      Biases and prejudices usually occur when people are kept at a dis-

tance and treated as objects. We cannot truly know our neighbors, es-

pecially if they are different than us, if we keep them in boxes and do 

not listen to their stories. When we open ourselves to listen to another 

person’s story, we begin to realize more how similar we are than dissim-

ilar. Being overly attached to our possessions, ideologies, agendas, 

lifestyles, and personal needs are absolute barriers to achieving the 

type of personal investment love demands. This is why following Christ 

can be difficult. It is less a matter of intellect and more a matter of heart 

and soul. It requires that we transfer our treasure from an investment in 

tangible secular things and move it into the Kingdom of God. It is only 

the gift of wisdom and discernment that can help us decide what to do 

and how to do it. 

      Contemporaries of Jesus would know that a camel could not enter 

through the portal of a city weighed down with the baggage it was carry-

ing. In order to enter, the baggage must be removed so that the animal 

could fit through the entry way. The same is true for us. We carry a lot 

of excessive baggage around with us that keeps us tethered to our past 

histories, wounds, myopic world views, prejudices, fears, and suspi-

cions. To invest ourselves in the Kingdom of God, do God’s work and 

live out our love relationship with God, we need to shed the extra 

weight. While it may seem that a lot of that stuff is necessary, it really is 

not. We are much more than the things that we think define us and 

more secure than we think. The more there is to hold on to and the 

more that we carry with us, the harder it will be to leave it all behind. 

Many choose not to and walk away sad because they are not ready to 

trust.©LPi 
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Please pray for all who are in need: Ann G, Mackenzie Refermat, Theresa Kwiatkowski, Joe & Susan Hoiden, Nicholas Oddo, Tom Pasek, Susan Abramo, David 

Nowak, Dorothy Czechowski, Dawn Duncan, Kathy & Leonard Wagner, Nicole Lindner, Terry Moore, Marlene Smith, Jackie Budnik, TSI Group, Marian Butler, 

James Creighton, David Borden, Gary Powers, Christine Mayer, Bill Chapman, Jim Nowinski, Ed Monoco, Joanne Mueller, Marcia Keglar, Ken Warren, Catherine 

Boling, Mitchell, Gail Hans, Marie Boller, Diane Zymowski, Sharon Pfeiffer, Dawn LaPage, Amy Bonamici, Robert Kalczynski, Fred & Helen Polyowicz, Sharon Fisher, 

Donna Hamm, Ron Soper, Madeleine Newman, Gilbert Fries, Michael McNally, Dolores Kuciel, Theodore Langner, Tom Czechowski, Michael Volk, Beverly & David 

Pellittieri, Dolores Kuciel, Bruce Hoffman, Joe Adams, Gretchen Smith, Sharon Kruzawski, Dan Labuzzetta, Darlene Dahl , Jen Monroe and All Special Intentions. 

M������� N
���
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�� Respect Life News:40 Days For Life 2021 runs from 

Wednesday, September 22 to Sunday, October 31. Help 

spread the word about this peaceful & prayerful gathering. 

St. John's has a time slot from 10-11:00am every Friday, 

but anyone is welcome to attend at any time. Carpooling is 

available for those attending the St. John’s time slot. It is 

located at Woman's Services, 2500 Main St. Buffalo. Call 

Pam 785-7195 if you would like to attend and visit 40 Days 

For Life on Facebook for more information. 

�� Save the Date: Please come to an International Rosary led 

by Fr. Patryk on Monday, October 18th at St. John’s 

church. It will be in six different languages and booklets 

will be provided. We will pray after the 8:30 morning Mass. 

There will have an exposition after the Mass and then the 

rosary for human life and private intentions. All 

parishioners and visitors are welcome. 

�� Fall Cemetery Cleanup: On November 6th, starting at 

9:00 am, the Cemetery Committee invites everyone to help 

clean up our beautiful cemetery before winter. We need 

people with trailers or tractors as well as 

willing bodies to move leaves and other 

debris. This is a great opportunity for 

volunteer hours and we will happily sign off 

that students were there to help clean. If 

interested, please contact he rectory, we will 

have donuts, cider, and hot chocolate for 

those who come. The rain date for the cleanup will be 

Saturday, November 16th. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 

�� Word of Life�October 17:�“Dearest St. Joseph, at the 

word of an angel, you lovingly took Mary into your 

home. As God’s humble servant, you guided the Holy 

Family on the road to Bethlehem, 

welcomed Jesus as your own son in the 

shelter of a manger, and fled far from 

your homeland for the safety of both 

Mother and Child… Help us to faithfully 

commit ourselves to the service and 

defense of human life � especially where 

it is vulnerable or threatened. Obtain for us the grace to 

do the will of God in all things. Amen.” “A Prayer to St. 

Joseph, Defender of Life"  

�� Night of Prayer for the World.�Join us once a month 

on Tuesdays from 7�8 pm for a night of prayer for the 

world at Our Lady of Czestochowa, 64 Center Ave., 

North Tonawanda or by livestream. During this hour we 

will bring various needs before Our Lord. We will unite 

in adoration, petition, praise and thanksgiving. 

Scheduled dates are: October 19, November 16, 

December 21, January 18, February 15, March 15, April 

5 and May 3.  

P���� L��
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THE SEARCH CONTINUES:���

WHEN:�Thursday evenings September 23�November 

4, 2021��

WHERE:�St. Johns' School cafeteria 6:30�8 PM�

WHY:�to help us�enkindle wonder as we journey 

through life’s enduring questions.��

****WHO****�for ALL high school, young adult and 

adult ages�

�

Episode 4 Thursday, October 14, 2021�

WHAT'S OUR STORY?� �The story of your life is 

caught up in the great story of humanity. Scripture 

shows us just how much God loves us and is in pursuit 

of man.� As pure love, God created us to be in His 

love.� Union with God is central to the purpose of life, 

we even seek to know about the afterlife.� Our 

definition of heaven is union with God; whereas hell is 

the absence of God.� Your life has a plot, a purpose, 

and value.� We need to see how we fit into this love 

story to begin to know why we exist.� God's love isn't 

abstract � it has a face and a name���JESUS.�

�

The is plenty of space is available �

it's not too late to join us.���

Sponsored�by Parishlife/Evangelization�

email�stjohnsalden@parishlife.org�for more information 

and/or questions�

PRAYER FOR LIFE 

Pope Francis has said that respect for life is not just about the 

unborn child in the womb, but also about the least of our 

brothers and sisters. As followers of Jesus Christ, we are all 

called to protect the voiceless.�

�

Good and gracious God,�

 you blew into our nostrils the breath of life. You are the One 

to whom we owe our very existence. Give us the courage to 

take that unpopular position of protecting those who have no 

voice, the unborn child in the womb to the person taking his 

or her last breath. The life you have given us is a gift beyond 

measure. Embolden us to speak the truth about protecting the 

child, the elderly, and the one without a voice in the public 

square. With thankful hearts, we ask all this of the One God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. �

Amen�



SCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

�

School News: Our Gertrude Hawke candy sale is well 

underway. You may purchase candy bars from any St. 

John the Baptist student or at the rectory. �

Save the Date � Our annual Wine Night is back. It may 

look a little different but we are very excited for 

Saturday, October 23rd! Please see the school webpage 

for more information on purchasing tickets.��

�

Office Hours:� We will resume our normal office hours 

of Monday � Thursday, 8am to 3pm and Friday, 8am to 

2pm. Please note that we will not be admitting 

visitors to the school during regular school hours. If you 

need assistance, please contact 716�937�9483. �

�

You can like us on Facebook (St. John the Baptist School 

Home page or Principal Jonna Johnson Home Page) to see 

more exciting events and school news�

www.stjohnsalden.com�

FAITH FORMATION: 

The second classes for High School and the first 

gathering sessions for grades K�8 have come and 

gone. If you missed class, or were not on the class 

lists to start, please contact the rectory. It is 

important that we get everyone’s forms in so that 

we can communicate to you effectively about what 

is going on in our program. We are so grateful for 

our amazing volunteers for stepping up to help 

make this a great year!�



FOR THE WEEK OF SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10 

The Sanctuary light is lit to the Glory of God & for 

Our Parishioners 

�

M����� ��� 	
� W����

�

  Saturday, October 9 

  4:00 pm Alberta & Chester Fouli - Family 

 

  Sunday, October 10 (28th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  8:00 am Living & Deceased Members of the Holy Name 

Society 

  9:30 am Jonathan Kasprzyk - Judy & Larry Luderman 

  11:00 am Debbie Wysocki - Cindy, Lee, Steph, Emily & Stan 

  Monday, October 11 

  8:30 am George & Peter Lynch - Son & Brother 

  Tuesday, October 12 

  8:30 am  Gretl Karlnoski - St. John’s Prayer Shawl Ministry 

  Wednesday, October 13 

  8:30 am Joseph & Edward Maloy - Family 

  Thursday, October 14 

  8:30 am Ann Marie Hartel - Larry Shalberg 

  Friday, October 15 

  8:30 am Scott Meidenbaur - Mary Refermat  

  Saturday, October 16 

  4:00pm Kenneth Reuter - The Fix Family 

  Sunday, October 17 (29th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  8:00 am Sr. Mary Theresa, PC - Nick & Gretchen Smith 

  9:30 am Michael J. Hopcia - Gabriel & Joan Ciulla 

  11:00 am Scotty Meidenbaur - Peter Satola 

F�������
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� Total.....................$9,278.00�

�

F����
 Y��� 	 D�� �

� (9/1/2021�8/31/2022).............�

� .............................$27,200.30�

R����� L����

� Total.....................$,1342.00�
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CREIGHTONCREIGHTON
OPTICALOPTICAL

Derek A. ZAkrZewskiDerek A. ZAkrZewski

JAmes F. CreightonJAmes F. Creighton

Routine & Diabetic Eye Exams,
Eyeglasses,Sunglasses, 

& Contact Lenses
13295 Broadway • Alden

937-7373937-7373

ALL-AMERICAN
LAND & TREE LLC
Landscaping • Concrete
Patios • Retaining Walls 

Snowplowing
FREE ESTIMATES • EMERGENCY SERVICE

FULLY INSURED

Rich Marchewka
(716) 937-3690

Contact James McGee to place an ad today! 
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

EMAIL: JMACKEN41@YAHOO.COM
CLEANING, REPAIR 
AND INSTALLATION

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 
AND INDUSTRIAL

716-713-3309

CALL 
FO

R 

APPOINTM
EN

T! LANCASTER COMMONS

55+ Active Senior 
Living Community

FREE Electric, Gas, Water, Basic Cable 
and Internet. 24 Hour Maintenance, 

Smoke Free and Pet Friendly

716-685-4871
18 Pavement Rd. Lancaster, NY 14086

 Lancastercommons@clovergroupinc.com

13349 Broadway Street

alden, new york 14004
(716) 937-9150

w w w .michaelcolelaw.com

C
M
harles

eyer

Pre-Planned 
Funeral Consultations

 FUNERAL HOME, INC.
Alden, New York

937-7411

KOTAS & KOTAS, CPAs

PERSONAL
& BUSINESS TAX 
PREPARATION
(716) 937-7588

1472 Exchange St., Alden, NY

Your ChoiCe For Your ChoiCe For 
Collision & MeChaniCal Collision & MeChaniCal 

repairsrepairs

12089 Broadway Alden, NY
(716) 937-9343(716) 937-9343

St. Adalbert’sSt. Adalbert’s
CemeteriesCemeteries

Serving WNY since 1890
6200 Broadway

 Lancaster, NY 14086
1621 Dale Road

Cheektowaga, NY 14225

681-3090

WagnerWagner
MonuMentsMonuMents
Monuments • Markers

Urns • Vases
 Cemetery Lettering

892-5505892-5505
2953 Genesee St. Bet. Harlem & Union

HANDYMAN WORK
45 YEARS EXPERIENCE

RETIRED VET
CALL MATT at 

716-902-5203


