HOLY SPIRIT CHURCH

85 Dakota Avenue * Buffalo, NY 14216

October 4, 2020 Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

NOVENA: Every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. in honor of Our Mother of
Perpetual Help. Followed by Mass at 6:15p.m.

CONFESSIONS: Every Saturday beginning at 3: 1 5p.muHolv Spirit Church)
Every Sunday following 8:15 aum. Mass, (St. Margaret Church)

SICK CALLS: Phone rectory immediately in case of serious
illness or accident. Also please let us know if you are confined at
home and would like Communion brought to you.

The Mission of the
Holy Spirit Parish Communi

As the family of the Holy Spirit Parish
Community, we welcome all to our home, Christ’s
home, Our journey in Faith brings us together throu§
prayer, Eucharistic celebration, support, love and c:
We commit to give generously of ourselves, our fime
and talent to one another, and to all in our neighborho

MARRIAGES: Arrangements should be made at least six
months in advance at the rectory. Attendance at Pre-Cana or
Engaged Encounter is required.

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION: If vou are asked to be
a Godparent, please call the rectory for your letter of
recommendation, which attests that you are Baptized,
Confirmed, and, if married, married in the Church. Of course
vour weekly presence at Mass here is vital to being a good
role model as Godparent.

May the Holy Spirit guide and comfort us
our never ending journey for peace an

strength as witnesses for God's goodness.
BAPTISMS: Please call the rectory to schedule your pre-

Baptismal Class. Baptisms are normally celebrated on
Sundays at 12:15pm, or during one of the weekend Masses.

NEW PARISHIONERS: We welcome all newcomers to
our parish family and invite vou to register as a member of
the parish. Please stop by the rectory and introduce
vourself!

OLD PARISHIONERS: If you are moving out of the
parish, please notify the rectory by phone as soon as

PASTOR
Rev. Joseph D. Wolf

DIRECTOR OF LAY MINISTRIES
Sr. Katherine Marie Bogner, SSMN

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Karen Adamski possible.
PARISH SECRETARY MASS SCHEDULE
Karen Cheman
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY Saturdays: .......ocoreernnns 4:00 p.m. (Holy Spirit)
Rasa Stalygiene Sundays: .ooevveeeneennnnns 7:00 a.m. (Holy Spirit)

(716) 773-3858

PARISH CENTER/RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
(716) 875 - 9478

RECTORY
91 Dakota Street
Phone: (716) 875-8102/Fax: 875-4186
Email: holyspirit.northbuffalof@verizon.net
Web site: www.holyspiritchurchbuffalo.com

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 8:15 a.m. (St. Margaret)
............................. 9:30 a.m. (St. Margaret)
...................................... [ 1:00 a.m. (Holy Spirit)
Holy Day Masses: ............ Consult the bulletin.
Weekdays: .............. Mon., & Thurs., 8:00 a.m.
(St. Margaret)
versesrmnsnssnsnnsnssniees WAL, 6115 p.m. (Holy Spirit)
................................ Fri., 8:00 am. (Holy Spirit)
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9:00 a.m. ~
4:00 p.m. Wednesday: %:00 am. - 5:00 p.m.



TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

HOLY SPIRIT|

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Tuesday, October 6 8t. Bruno
8:00a.m. ~ Communion Service

Wednesday, October 7
&:15p.m, ~ All Souls

Friday, October 9 8t. Denis; 5t. John Leonardi
&:00a.m. ~ Communion Service
Saturday, Octeber 10
4:00p.m. — Lina Battaglia req. Family
Joseph Notaro req. Mike & Ann Martin

Sunday, October 11 Twenty-Eiphtly Sunday in

Ordinary Time
T:00a.m. ~ For All Parishioners’ Intentions
11:00a.m.~ Dorothy McCarthy req. Bruce & Fran Lull
Vincent DiNatale req. Al Puma

MINISTER OF THE WORD

Saturday, October 10
4:00p.m. ~ Sheila Blum
Sunday, October 11
T:00a.m. ~ Rebecca Donoghue
I 1:00a.m. ~ Joan Grieco

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

Saturday, October 10
4:00p.m. ~ Rick Amodeo; Edward Giannino
Sunday, October 11
T:00a.m, ~ Angela Downey
11:00a.m.~ Carmela Lunetta, Phyllis Ostrowski

Act of Spiritual Communion

My Jesus, | believe that You are present in the Most Blessed
Sacrament, | love You above all things and |
F desire to receive You into my soul. Since | cannot
now receive You sacramentally, come at least
spiritually into my heart. | embrace You as if You
B were already there and unite myself’ wholly to
§ Y ou. Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen

Sanctuary Candle burns this week
in loving memory of Emily Signorelli
from Edward Giannino

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURY
Hebrews 13:16: Do nof neslect pood deeds and
menerasity. God is pleased with sacrifices of that Kind
Offertory Collection: .......ooovviviiiiiicnnn. $4.592.00
The same week a year 420: ........ocvrvrernens $3.433.00

FOOD PANTRY...Can vou help stock our shelves with

the following items: canned beef stew; canned fruit;
clbow-macaroni

Whatever you do for one af my least brathers
ar sisters, vou do for me" (Jesus)

Team IT1A: Sr. Katherine Marie; Joan Grieco; Edward Gian-
nino: Tom Lonclo work 10/8/20 9am - 10am.

Team IB: Carol Kimmerle; Stephanie Ruffino; Marty Eck-

ert; Tony Losi work 10/8/20 5pm - 6pm

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Sunday, October 4
930 - 10:45a.m. ~ Religious Education Classes ~
Monday, October 5

Parish Ctr.

6:00p.m. ~ Grief Support Group Meeting ~ Church Hall
Thursday, October 8

9:00-10:00a.m. ~ Food Pantry

12noon ~ Free Spirit Meeting — Church Hall
5:00-6:00p.m. ~ Food Pantry

Sunday, October 11

No Religious Education Classes foday due
to the Columbus Day holiday

12:30p.m. ~ First Communion Mass for Holy
Spirit Communicanis

LPI'S GOSPEL MEDITATION - October 4, 2020
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Do you ever wonder why things never
m to come {:n:ff."thz,r"'J We see
limpses  of  consistency,  equity,
ustice, peace, harmony, and
vellbeing, but it always falls short.
Human life is still expendable and
manipulated, people are used for
| --epersonal advancement, countries are at

fwar, the ecom:.-m} cnntmuea to face turbulence, anger and]
frustration are widespread, and happiness is the possession of just
k2 few and not the many. Could it be that we are serving the
wrong kingdom? We keep trying to make our kingdom work ﬂndl
find ourselves still scratching our heads after repeatedly failed
Euempts to do so. It is almost as if people are saying, “we’ll get it

ight this time if we do ... )" as if some new and secret]
innovation has yet to be tried.

We serve God's kingdom. We may not like hearing that, but it
is true. God did not make only a few of us. God made all off
umanity and all of humanity is called into service. How often dof
e defer any of our decision making to God? Secular leaders)
njoy winking at the Sacred Scriptures and using them when they
dvance a cause, but are they really listened to? Even those who
onsider themselves believers tend to sift through God’s Word,
aking what seems to fit and apply and discarding the rest. After]
I, if we were really serving God’s kingdom, we would see an
bundance of fruit testifyving to this fact. But what’s growing nnl
e vine is anything other than good Gospel-centered fruit.

Mothing in this world or the next belongs to us. We have such
ard time believing this and live our lives as if everythin
elongs to us. And, the fruit does not lie. Trees that are neglected
nd not properly fertilized reveal that fact. They cannot keep
hese deep secrets from being discovered. If God's kingdom was
eally being served, then life would have looked much differently
fter the crucifixion. By now, there would be plenty of fantastic
ruit to harvest in abundance: faith, hope, love, prudence,
emperance, justice, and fortitude. Do we see these in abundance
round us? Why not?

Still we grapple with ownership, privilege, status, and the
rotection of our rights. 1t°s all about us and what we want, think
‘e need, and expect to acquire. When did this change of focus
cour? We may be struggling with this since humanity’s day in
e garden and have never understood that the focus cannot be on
us and the apple but on God and God's justice. Maybe the only
nswer is that the Kingdom be taken from us and given to
omeone who is willing to do a better job. Is that the fate we
ally want?
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A PRAYER:

O Creator and Mighty God, yvou have promised strength for
the weak, rest for the laborers, light for the way, grace for the
frials, help from above, wnfailing sympathy, undving love. O

Creator and Mighty God, help ws (o grow in irust and love of

o

Today our First Communion parents are
meeting for a final preparation before First
Communion. We are hoping to remember

e ot
/ :\ (oS
how important the Eucharistic celebration

J ]
gdﬂfﬁﬁﬂﬂ is in our lives as individual believers and as

Church. The listening o0 God’s Word, our praying for mercy
and for the needs of others, the offering of ourselves, the
receiving of the gift of Christ Himself. and the transformation
of hearts and lives through the power of the Holy Spirit are so
essential to our daily lives. Where else would we get the
strength, courage, and power to sustain us each day?

Our children, 9 from Holy Spirit, and 2 from St Margaret,
have been waiting to come to the Table of the Lord. Please keep
them in your prayvers,

Our first classes have been a joy-filled experience for our
teachers and students. They are carefully following the
suidelines of mask wearing and social distancing. More
importantly, they are thoughtful, respectful children who seem
happy to see old friends and welcome others into our faith-
sharing classes. Thank vou to all of the parents who make this
possible,

O'HARA HOSTS VIRTUAL MEAT RAFFLE...The Home
School Association at Cardinal O'Hara High School will host a
Virtual Meat Raffle on Facebook on Friday, Oct. 16. The event
will begin at 7 pm. and at 7:15 p.m. the first spin will start.
Tickets are 545 which includes entry into each of the 5 rounds
and the grand finale. Only 250 spots on Facebook will be
available., A 50/50 raffle and a freezer bag raffle with a 5100
gift certificate to Pellicano Meats will also be featured. Payment
options include Venmo, check, cash or call the school at 695-
2600, ext. 311. Proceeds will benefit the students and their
programs. For tickets or information, call Renee Orr, 695-2600,
ext. 311 or email rorriicardinalohara.com.

RESPECT

(il ___.!(fr{'."_ r{y

FREE SPIRIT NEWS

Our next meeting is this Thursday, October 8th at 12noonj

ownstairs in the Church Hall. We will be following all N.Y.
State guidelines: social distancing, face masks and properd

nitizing of the hall. All 35 and older are welcome.

Our guest speaker will be Rick Falkowski ~ a founding|
ember of Buffalo’s Music Hall of Fame. He will be speaking]

hout the history of Rock N Roll in Buffalo,

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR OCT 5- OCT 11

1 Monday: Gal 1.6-12/Ps 111:1b-2, 7-8, % and 10c [5)/Lk 10:25-37

I Tuesday: Gal 1:13-24/Ps [139%:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14e-15 [24b)LE [0:38-42
Wednesday: Gal 2:1-2, 7-14Ps 117:1be, 21k 11:1-4

! Thursday: Gal 3:1-5/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75 [68)1Lk 11:5-13

| Friday: Gal 3:7-14/Ps 111:1b-2, 34, 5-6 [S)Lk 11:15-26

1 Saturday: Gal 3:22-29/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [Ba) Lk 11:27-28

1 Sunday: Is 25:6-10aPs 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [God) Phil 4:12-14, 19-20Mt

122014 or22:1-10

—

A FEW WORDS FROM YOUR PASTOR

The sacrament of Holy Orders is always in the plural because it
has three levels: deacon, priest and bishop, 1t is so-named because
this sacrament is for providing order or structure or harmony among
the faithful, Socicties large and small depend upon some sort of
ordering for humanity to thrive and prosper. The Roman Catholic
Church today counts over one billion members worldwide, and so it
is not surprising that Jesus would have provided some strueturing in
terms of the Apostles and the Sacraments, The Morth American
College in Rome is owned by the bishops of the United Siates.
During my five years studying there in the mid-1980°s many bishops
and cardinals staved there while they were visiting Rome or the
Watican., Some of the American bishops today are graduates of the
Morth American College. Persomally, | cannot imagine the weight of
responsibility which being a bishop today must require. It is more
than enough for me to share responsibility with you for two parishes
as we live through the novel coronavirus pandemic and all the
uncertainty and upheaval it has brought into our lives, Yet, last
weekend | did have one experience which is normally reserved to a
bishop. and that was the privilege of celebrating Confirmation with
our young adults.  Our students were originally to have been
Conhirmed by Bishop Grose in early May, but it had to be postponed
as all churches throughout Mew York State had by then been ordered
closed o pubhic celebrations dug o the pandemic,

What I lound sinking about the opportunity o Confirm our
twelve young men and women (ten from Holy Spirit and two from
St Margaretd was lirst of all their sincenty as they approached this
sacrament of spiritual maturity in Christ.  The ten from Holy Spirit
were Confirmed last Saturday at Holy Spirit at a 6:00pm Mass, The
two from St Margaret were Confirmed last Sunday at the 9:30am
Mass at St Margarct. Even their choice of a Confirmation name —
Anthony, Francis, Katherine, Lucy, to name a few — was striking.
They chose the name of some of our most revered saints, saints who
will be both their model and guide as they embark on the road of
Catholic life in Jesus Christ. T was also struck by the simplicity of
the sacrament. In essence, they professed with us the faith of the
Church, and then each presented himselfherself by their chosen
Confirmation name, as their Sponsor stood nearby.  As is true in
cach of the seven sacraments, there are two aspects present: that
which is seen and heard as well as that which is neither seen nor
heard but which is present through the gift of faith, and that is the
presence of the Lord himself.  While 1 never expect to be the
celebrant of Confirmation for a class of candidates again (since the
pandemic should by then have passed, hopefully), still, T am grateful
for having been given this experience this year. It made me more
aware of the sheer mystery of the workings of the Lond’s Spirt as
we offer ourselves in service, and commit ourselves to be partners in
the Lord’s vinevard — that is, the world — and the ongoing work of
evangelization. of sharing (and living) the Gospel - the Good News
— ol Jesus Chiist.

Thanks in parl (o the Confirmation celebrations, the attendance
at each parish (for the entire weekend, not just at the Confirmation
Masses) was the highest it has been since churches were allowed to
reapen.  The attendance at Holy Spirvit was 280, and the attendance
at 51 Margaret was 175, Bul, again, for vour peace of mind, these
numbers represent the figures from aff the weekend Masses, so that
cach particular Mass was well below the mandatory capacity limit in
place throughout Mew York State. And | am prateful to all our
vplunteers who helped o sanitize the church (as required during the
pandemic) after each Mass.

Mext weekend we will celebrate another milestone in the spiritual
journey as our children make their First Communions. This also was
to have taken place in May, but had (0 be postponed due 1o the
pandemic. There are a total of nine children receiving Eucharist for
the first time next Sunday (seven at Holy Spint and twoe at Si
Margaret). Please pray for them and for their families on this joyous
day.

Sincerely in Christ,

Father Joe




