
Nativity of Our Lord R.C. Church 

26 Thorn Avenue 

Orchard Park, New York  14127 

www.nativityofourlordop.com                 662-9339    fax 662-2195 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF �

EASTER�

YOU CAN FIND LIVE� 

STREAMED MASSES 

AT:�

Facebook.com/

NativityofOurLordOr-

chardPark/�

buffalodiocese.org/

livestreams�

Ewtn.com/tv/schedule�

Wordonfire.org/daily�

mass/�

DIOCESAN �

GUIDELINES FOR 

WEDDINGS, �

BAPTISMS AND �

FUNERALS:�

Weddings, baptisms and 

funerals can be celebrated 

but MUST follow the 

guidelines for social dis-

tancing and only involve 

immediate family.  Please 

note that gatherings should 

not be more than 10 peo-

ple in total.�

It is recommended to con-

sider postponing baptisms 

and weddings. It is sug-

gested that burials �

happen ONLY with imme-

diate family present and a 

memorial Mass be cele-

brated when gatherings are 

allowed.�

Marriage�

Arrangements should be 

made at least six months 

ahead of time with our 

priest.  A Marriage Prepa-

ration program is required. 

   May 31,  2020�

�

For a list of chapels that broadcast adora-

�on 24/7, go to�Online Perpetual Eucharis�c �

Adora�on.�



�

�

From the Pastor’s Desk… �

�

This Sunday we celebrate Pentecost, a time when we remember the “Descent of the Holy Spirit” upon the 

apostles some 2,000 years ago and pray for the coming of the Holy Spirit in our lives in an even more pow-

erful way.  With this in mind, I share the following excerpt from a catechetical instruction by Saint Cyril of 

Jerusalem (Bishop of Jerusalem in the 4

th

 century) as it appears in the Office of Readings of The Liturgy of 

the Hours (Catholic Book Publishing Co., 1976) this past week on Monday of the Seventh Week of Easter:�

�

…the Holy Spirit, whose nature is always the same, simple and indivisible, appor-

tions grace to each man as he wills.  Like a dry tree which puts forth shoots when watered, 

the soul bears the fruit of holiness when repentance has made it worthy of receiving the Holy 

Spirit.  Although the Spirit never changes, the effects of his action, by the will of God and in 

the name of Christ, are both many and marvelous.�

�

The Spirit make one man a teacher of divine truth, inspires another to prophesy, gives 

another the power of casting out devils, enables another to interpret holy Scripture.  The Spir-

it strengthens one man’s self�control, shows another how to help the poor, teaches another to 

fast and lead a life of asceticism, makes another oblivious to the needs of the body, trains an-

other for martyrdom.  His action is different in different people, but the Spirit himself is al-

ways the same.  In each person, Scripture says, the Spirit reveals his presence in a particular 

way for the common good.�

�

Although this instruction was written many centuries ago, reflecting on these thoughts can be helpful as we 

pray for the grace of the Holy Spirit in present times.  Indeed, may the Holy Spirit work through us to bring 

the love of Christ to those whose lives we touch.�

�

Fr. Jim�

�

P.S.  As we anxiously await the return of public Masses, I offer  the following comment (from a recent 

Diocesan announcement) which was made by Pope Francis during Mass on April 28, 2020.  The Holy Fa-

ther said, “At this time, when we are beginning to receive instructions for coming out of quarantine, we pray 

that the Lord would give his people � all of us � the grace of prudence and obedience to the instructions so 

that the pandemic does not return.”  Well said… may God lead and guide us as we go forward!�

HOLY HUMOR�

(Because couldn’t we all use a little laughter right about now?!)�



�

�

�

DIOCESE OF BUFFALO LAUNCHES INITIATIVE TO RE�ENVISION THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF �

WESTERN NEW YORK�

�

Bishop Edward B. Scharfenberger, Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Buffalo, has launched a broad�based initiative fo-

cused on re�envisioning the mission of the Catholic Church of Western New York and bringing about Diocesan�wide renewal. �

�

The purpose of the initiative is to strengthen the impact of the Church’s many ministries, support the healing of victim survivors of 

abuse, and to promote a culture of co�responsibility among laity, clergy and religious members in carrying out the work of evange-

lization and service.�

�

“We have no more urgent priority than to reassert the vital relevance, role and tremendous impact of our Catholic faith in serving 

so many needs across Western New York,” said Bishop Scharfenberger. “The very harsh realities that have caused so much hurt 

and disappointment and damaged credibility in recent years must in no way obscure the vitality of our parish communities. It is in 

these vibrant parish families that we see such remarkable determination to live the Gospel of Jesus Christ in conspicuous ways that 

lift and empower others, while creating hope and opportunity among those most in need. This initiative to bring about renewal 

across our Diocese is all about creating greater reliance on one another, and creating even greater impact by combining our re-

sources and harnessing the abundant expertise, talent and zeal of our people to bring about immense good.”�

�

The scope of the initiative will entail working closely with pastors and parish leaders to create a structured, decision�making pro-

cess to ensure Diocesan resources are focused on the Church's essential mission which is carried out primarily at the parish level 

and supported by Diocesan ministries and programs, as well as the extensive ministries of Catholic Charities of Buffalo. The pro-

cess will involve conducting a thorough assessment of all aspects of Catholic ministries and operations, looking closely at the cur-

rent construct of parishes and schools; identifying resources that are able to be shared and leveraged more broadly; identifying 

underlying financial and operational strengths and weaknesses; and making decisions about the long�term viability of parishes and 

schools, as well as other programs carried out at the Diocesan level.�

�

The emergence and continuing threat of the Covid�19 pandemic has exacerbated financial challenges confronting parishes as well 

as Diocesan operations. In light of a sharp decrease in parish revenues, as well as an anticipated decrease in donations to the annu-

al “Fund for the Faith” appeal, the Diocese will be identifying options for potential mergers of parishes and schools, as well as 

identifying partnerships with other organizations and donors committed to Catholic education and the ministries determined to be 

vital. �

�

To read the full statement, please visit h�ps://www.wnycatholic.org/news/category/100018/news�releases �

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:   

Paul Becker, Desmond Benimoff, Jordan Berkhoudt, Gavin 

Bomboy, David Borowski, Michelle Bruno, Patrick Byrne, 

Anna Caserta, Jeanne Chojnacki, John Dapolito, Bernard 

Daube, Rick Del Regno, Carol Doyle, Liam Dubey, Paul 

Eberardt, Robyn Flading, Rev. Richard Florek, Ann Marie 

Gensler, Barbara Ghirsig, Bill Greene, Rowan Grundtisch, 

Barbara Harris, James Herron, Marcia Jurkowski, Gail 

Koglmeier, Erin Kulesus, Christine Kukla, Amanda L., Virgin-

ia Lawton, Pat Lisiecki, Ann Nenedal, Chet P., Shirley Perrine, 

Marge and Marvin Prebble, Kay Prusniecki, Paul Robillard, 

Sr., Jonathan Sentz, Laura Shaw, Luis Shaw, Marie Sokolovic, 

William Thornton, Jane Tomaszewski, Ann Ulman, Craig Vi-

dal, Dr. Ronald Vidal, Marianne Vidal, �

Eileen Walsh, Dennis Wolbert, Dan Zsebehazy. �

 

To set up online giving, �

please email Tim Redinger at �

tredinger@nativityschool.net.�

Scan with smartphone �

or tablet to �

donate electronically. 

�

In these very trying times, please continue to 

support Nativity with your weekly contribu-

tions. The church only survives on the dona-

tions our parishioners make. Our employees 

depend on their paychecks and our bills are 

only paid when we receive this support. �

Thank you and God bless!�



 4-D-5-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1009

Brian J. Karam, D.D.S.

Family Dentistry
Office Hours

by Appointment
Phone: 662-3122
6590 E. Quaker Street

Maureen J. Casey, D.D.S.
Pediatric DentistryPediatric Dentistry

4017 Legion Dr.4017 Legion Dr.
Hamburg, NYHamburg, NY

(716) 648-4035

 “Find You Child’s
 Dental Home With Us!”

Dominic A. Colarusso, Jr., DDS
Steven J. Hietanen, DDS
Andrew J. Dusel, DDS

  6590 E. Quaker Rd 4031 Legion Dr
 Orchard Park Hamburg
 662-7060 648-1461

5489 Broadway St. • Lancaster
706-0300

www.orthowny.com

CATERING
3643 N. Buffalo Rd.   662-22903643 N. Buffalo Rd.   662-2290

www.CappelliCateringBuffalo.com

• Hot Drop Offs •
Call or Stop in For One of

Our Special Catering Menus

4190 N. Buffalo Rd.
Orchard Park

662-1331

 3905 Southwestern Blvd. 

 648-6200
 Breakfast Anytime

In the Southtowns
The cemetery of
choice is Nativity

Est. 1908

CALL 662-9339

See our new columbarium

Assisted Living at West Seneca
580 Orchard Park Road, West Seneca • (716) 677-4242

www.elderwood.com

Stephen E. Aszkler, DDS 
Robert M. Aszkler, DDS, MS

The Only Father and Son 
Orthodontic Practice in WNY

2 Convenient Locations 
 Orchard Park  Hamburg
 (716) 662-9816  (716) 649-9272

www.aszklerortho.com

 The Allen Potter House
 The Allen Potter House Museum
 Potter’s Park
 East Quaker St. TIMOTHY J. GARDNER (716) 662-9321

“Serving Orchard Park
& Southtowns With
Dignity Since 1937”

170 Years
of

History

For Hair and Nails
662-9333

3882 North Buffalo Rd., Orchard Park
Owned and operated by the Giallella family

 Southtowns Showroom Northtowns Showroom
 914 Ridge Road 2598 Sheridan Drive
 Lackawanna, NY 14218 Tonawanda, NY 14150
 (716) 824-9278 (716) 832-0900
 www.stoneartmemorial.com

 Southtowns Showroom Northtowns Showroom
 914 Ridge Road 2598 Sheridan Drive
 Lackawanna, NY 14218 Tonawanda, NY 14150
 (716) 824-9278 (716) 832-0900
 www.stoneartmemorial.com

Contact Lenses • Sunglasses

Est. 1937
Francis • Daniel • Joseph

6404 W. Quaker St. • 716-662-5050
www.hogenkampoptics.com

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

EST. SINCE 1880EST. SINCE 1880
PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONSPRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS

IMMUNIZATIONSIMMUNIZATIONS
HEALTH AND BEAUTY PRODUCTSHEALTH AND BEAUTY PRODUCTS

24 HOUR RX SERVICE AVAILABLE24 HOUR RX SERVICE AVAILABLE
4328 S. Buffalo St.4328 S. Buffalo St.

662-3800662-3800

www.southtownseyecenter.com

3151 SOUTHWESTERN BLVD. • 674-60303151 SOUTHWESTERN BLVD. • 674-6030

LASER CATARACT SURGERYLASER CATARACT SURGERY
NEW TECHNOLOGY IMPLANTSNEW TECHNOLOGY IMPLANTS

COMPLETE EYE EXAMSCOMPLETE EYE EXAMS

DR. SCHLISSERMAN, MDDR. SCHLISSERMAN, MD
DR. BULAS, OD • DR. STYN, ODDR. BULAS, OD • DR. STYN, OD www.towneauto.com

 www.murrayroofingcompanyinc.com

 P: 716.896.5555 
F: 716.894.5730

 Over 40 million square feet 
of roofing under warranty!

 600 Cayuga Creek Rd.
 Cheektowaga, NY 14227



Business Office  Nativity Welcome Center, 43 Argyle Place 662-9339 

Business Manager Timothy Redinger  ext 125 

Financial Assistant Stephanie Carson  ext 131 

Facilities Manager  Michael King  ext 117 

Facilities Assistants Will Klas, Scott Sihler 

School    4414 South Buffalo Street 662-7572 

Principal   Christopher Gardon   

School Secretary  Sue Covelli  

Faith Formation       662-2169   

Faith Formation  Mary Barone, OCDS   716-868-6631   

Faith Formation Asst. Joy Kaminski   �

OUR STAFF 

Church staff  Nativity Welcome Center, 43 Argyle Place 662-9339 

Pastor   Rev. James D. Ciupek ext 140 

Parochial Vicar  Rev. Peter Bassey  ext 124 

Parish Life Coordinator Melissa Potzler  ext 145 

Music Director  Robert Kiersz 

Parish Secretary  Sue McDonough  ext 110 

Administrative Asst. Isabelle Carpenter  ext 128 

THANK YOU TO NATIVITY PARISHIONERS!�
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Dear Nativity of Our Lord Parish, �

 �

 My name is Patrick O’Brien, and if you remember, I was the one who recently held a parish appeal regarding a medical mission 

trip to Quito, Ecuador. By God's grace, the mission trip was not cancelled, and I was able to go alongside fifty others to serve the 

physical and spiritual needs of the Ecuadorian people. Our mission team was able to care for over one thousand five hundred 

people! One thousand five hundred lives were touched by your love and generosity! Some of the diseases we helped treat consist-

ed of ear infections, UTI’s, scabies, removal of cysts and contraceptive implants, allergies, fungal infections, eczema, common 

colds, and so much more.  �

�

 As much as I would love to talk to you all about what we did, I want to share with you how welcoming the Ecuadorian people 

were and how humbling it was to be in their company for a week. They had so little, yet they gave so much. They cooked chicken 

dinners for our mission team, a rarely cooked meal due to so few livestock. They brewed us tea made out of ‘magic leaves’; I did 

not drink the tea, but I am sure it was magical! They opened their homes for us to rest, played music for us to dance and sing, and 

most importantly, they trusted our ability to practice medicine. I was truly inspired by their generosity and total trust towards our 

mission team.  �

 �

Ecuadorians embody the meaning of friendship by the way they give of themselves to others, something I was humbled to have 

experienced firsthand. It reminded me of my own parish community, one that donated to a stranger, one that I was honored to 

represent while on mission. It made me feel as though this mission connected a bridge between Orchard Park and Ecuador, form-

ing a friendship built of sharing and self�gifting. My hope in writing this is that you will know just how thankful I am for your 

prayers and financial contribution, and that you will also remember your Ecuadorian friends in your thoughts and prayers, as they 

do the same for you. God bless you.�



�

�


