
FOURTH SUNDAY OF �

EASTER�

YOU CAN FIND LIVE� 

STREAMED MASSES 

AT:�

Nativityofourlordop.com�

(follow the link on 1st 

page)�

�

buffalodiocese.org/

livestreams�

�

Ewtn.com/tv/schedule�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Saturday Vigil Masses�

4:30pm & 7pm�

Sunday Masses�

7:30am, 9am, 10:30am�

12pm �

Holy Days�

Vigil Mass 4:30pm�

Holy Day 7am, 9am, 7pm �

�

Baptisms�

Usually the 2nd & 4th 

Sundays at 1:15pm.�

New parents must be reg-

istered and attend a class 

prior to Baptism.�

�

Marriage�

Arrangements should be 

made at least six months 

ahead of time with our 

priest.  A Marriage Prepa-

ration program is required. 

   July 12,  2020�

�

�

Nativity of Our Lord R.C. Church 

26 Thorn Avenue 

Orchard Park, New York  14127 

www.nativityofourlordop.com                 662-9339    fax 662-2195 



From the Deacon’s desk...�

Was there ever a time when the Diocese of Buffalo endured the troubling challenges it faces today? Let us stop to consider what 

our faith community has had to deal with in the past few years. First there was the horror of the sexual abuse scandal which essen-

tially led to the resignation of our Bishop.  The startling facts, and the way it was handled, caused many to turn away from the 

Church. This was followed by the related bankruptcy of the Diocese and the real threat of more school closings and parishes be-

ing dissolved. Add in the challenges of a pandemic which has altered the way people worship, and you have a dire situation. St. 

Augustine once stated that the Church goes through a continual cycle of crucifixions and resurrections.  We certainly have been 

going through a crucifixion cycle of late. However, the Roman Catholic Church is the Church of Jesus Christ. Through the grace 

of our Savior there is always hope.�

Our Interim Bishop Edward Scharfenberger has put in place a number of initiatives to address the situation in our Diocese. One of 

these is a plan to begin the healing process within the parishes. He has asked the Diocese of Buffalo Diaconate to head up this 

program. He has made it noticeably clear that he wants this effort to begin with the grassroots of the Diocese with the impetus 

coming from parishioners. The charge will be to come up with a plan to address the suffering endured by: actual victims of abuse, 

parishioner who are hurting due to the scandal, clergy who are hurting due to the negative affects the scandal has caused them, 

and those who have left the Church because of it all.�

I am honored to be one of four deacons who have been asked to take on the initial effort. We have adopted the name Via Fidei 

(The Way of Faith). Our patron saint is St. Anthony, and our motto is, “St. Anthony help us find the way to faith.” The plan is to 

bring a program into individual parishes which will feature the formation of discovery groups (focus groups) whose purpose will 

be to come up with suggestions to accomplish the goal of healing within their parish. Focus groups of Phase I will identify 

strengths and weaknesses. Phase II will focus on ideas of how to develop the healing initiatives. Phase III will come up with a 

method to implement the suggested ideas. Once the plan is established and implemented and with the help of the Holy Spirit, it 

becomes functional, a final group will be assembled with the charge of “keeping the flame burning” in the parish. The real hope is 

that successful efforts in the individual parishes will lead to collaborative efforts with other parishes. Hopefully, shared experienc-

es, resources, and vision will lead to improved efforts to make each parish vibrant and stable.�

This is an opportunity for parishes to heal from within. To be successful, it is essential that parishioners let their feelings and ide-

as be known. You may well be asked to participate in one of the discovery groups. You are all asked to please fill out the survey 

that was sent (via email or find the link on our parish website�nativityofourlordop.com) which enables your voice to be heard. 

We are the People of God and our Diocese is hurting. What can we do to start the healing process? Can we? Stay tuned.�

�

Deacon Gary Andelora�

WELCOME BACK!� For everyone’s safety, you must:�

�

           Practice Social Distancing.�

Wear a mask at all times.�

Sanitize your hands.�

CAN’T GET YOUR COPY OF WESTERN NEW 

YORK CATHOLIC?  It’s online! 

www.wnycatholic.org/current-issue-of-

wny-catholic  



LIVE STREAMS�

For those of you who are not comfortable returning to Mass 

just yet, we are still live streaming our Sunday 9am Mass. 

(Please note the time change from 9:30am Sundays.)�

We will also be live streaming our Friday Benediction/

Evening Prayer on Friday, July 10 at 6pm and Solemn 

Vespers on Sunday, July 12 at 6pm.�

See our website�nativityofourlordop.com�for the live 

stream link.�

OUR STAFF 

Church staff  43 Argyle Place 662-9339 

Pastor   Rev. James D. Ciupek ext 140 

Parochial Vicar  Rev. Peter Bassey  ext 124 

Seminarian  John Callahan 

Parish Life Coordinator Melissa Potzler  ext 145 

Music Director  Robert Kiersz 

Parish Secretary  Sue McDonough  ext 110 

Administrative Asst. Isabelle Carpenter  ext 128 

Business Office  43 Argyle Place 662-9339 

Business Manager Timothy Redinger  ext 125 

Financial Assistant Stephanie Carson  ext 131 

Facilities Manager  Michael King  ext 117 

Facilities Assistants Will Klas, Scott Sihler 

School   4414 South Buffalo St. 662-7572 

Principal   Christopher Gardon   

School Secretary  Sue Covelli  

Faith Formation               662-2169 

Faith Formation  Mary Barone, OCDS        868-6631 

Faith Formation Asst. Joy Kaminski   �

THANK YOU FROM CATHOLIC CHARITIES�

Appeal 2020 in support of Catholic Charities and the Fund 

for the Faith officially closed on June 30.�In a truly unprece-

dented time of hardship and uncertainty,�we have an immense 

amount of gratitude for every person who helped to support 

Appeal 2020�� from our dedicated volunteers and parish lead-

ers, to our compassionate and generous donors. On behalf of 

Catholic Charities and all those we serve across Western New 

York, we extend a heartfelt thanks. For more information on 

Catholic Charities and other services and programs we pro-

vide, visit�http://www.ccwny.org. Join us on Facebook, Insta-

gram, and Twitter. �

 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  

Using the best seeds doesn’t always guarantee the best plants. 

An older Italian gentleman straight from Italy gave me these 

amazing tomato seeds that he claimed produced the best to-

matoes ever grown. Without doubt, the fruit he shared with 

me was a testament to that fact. These tomatoes were amaz-

ing! I couldn’t wait until the next growing season to plant 

these seeds and harvest my own tomatoes. The whole experi-

ment ended up a failure. I did everything the gentleman said, 

but my fruit didn’t even come close. What happened? At first 

I was perplexed, then some years later the light dawned. The 

problem wasn’t the seeds, it was the soil!�

You cannot sow seeds in any old place and in a haphazard 

way and expect them to be at their best. It doesn’t work that 

way. Planting the seeds is the easiest part. Preparing the soil 

is the challenge. Tilling, mulching, enriching, and building up 

the nutrients are all required for good fruit. Then after the 

seeds are planted, more care is required in order to maintain 

that healthy, nutrient rich environment for those seeds to 

sprout, grow, and flourish. God happily sows the seeds of his 

Word. What do we do with them?�

If we expect to be a passive bystander and have good fruit 

magically grow, we are mistaken. Bearing the good fruit of 

God’s Word requires preparation and work. We have to culti-

vate the soil of our lives so that those seeds can find a proper 

home. This one thing alone takes a great deal of patience, 

time, and effort. What kind of preparation have we put into 

our lives so that we can be a recipient of God’s seed? It takes 

a great deal of soul�searching and ego�checking to properly 

prepare. God is the ever faithful and persistent sower. If the 

seeds do not bear fruit the first time, God will come back 

time and time again, giving it another try.�

If we have created a suitable bed for sowing, then once the 

seed is sown, we must properly maintain them. What is our 

maintenance plan for the seeds of God’s Word? We need not 

only a source for water but a watering schedule. We need to 

weed, aerate the soil, nurture the young plants, protect them, 

and provide proper nutrients. What does our spiritual mainte-

nance plan look like? If we have done all things well, imagine 

what the seeds of God’s Word could produce in us!     ©LPi�
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Brian J. Karam, D.D.S.

Family Dentistry
Office Hours

by Appointment
Phone: 662-3122
6590 E. Quaker Street

Maureen J. Casey, D.D.S.
Pediatric DentistryPediatric Dentistry

4017 Legion Dr.4017 Legion Dr.
Hamburg, NYHamburg, NY

(716) 648-4035

 “Find You Child’s
 Dental Home With Us!”

Dominic A. Colarusso, Jr., DDS
Steven J. Hietanen, DDS
Andrew J. Dusel, DDS

  6590 E. Quaker Rd 4031 Legion Dr
 Orchard Park Hamburg
 662-7060 648-1461

5489 Broadway St. • Lancaster
706-0300

www.orthowny.com

CATERING
3643 N. Buffalo Rd.   662-22903643 N. Buffalo Rd.   662-2290

www.CappelliCateringBuffalo.com

• Hot Drop Offs •
Call or Stop in For One of

Our Special Catering Menus

4190 N. Buffalo Rd.
Orchard Park

662-1331

 3905 Southwestern Blvd. 

 648-6200
 Breakfast Anytime

In the Southtowns
The cemetery of
choice is Nativity

Est. 1908

CALL 662-9339

See our new columbarium

Assisted Living at West Seneca
580 Orchard Park Road, West Seneca • (716) 677-4242

www.elderwood.com

Stephen E. Aszkler, DDS 
Robert M. Aszkler, DDS, MS

The Only Father and Son 
Orthodontic Practice in WNY

2 Convenient Locations 
 Orchard Park  Hamburg
 (716) 662-9816  (716) 649-9272

www.aszklerortho.com

 The Allen Potter House
 The Allen Potter House Museum
 Potter’s Park
 East Quaker St. TIMOTHY J. GARDNER (716) 662-9321

“Serving Orchard Park
& Southtowns With
Dignity Since 1937”

170 Years
of

History

For Hair and Nails
662-9333

3882 North Buffalo Rd., Orchard Park
Owned and operated by the Giallella family

 Southtowns Showroom Northtowns Showroom
 914 Ridge Road 2598 Sheridan Drive
 Lackawanna, NY 14218 Tonawanda, NY 14150
 (716) 824-9278 (716) 832-0900
 www.stoneartmemorial.com

 Southtowns Showroom Northtowns Showroom
 914 Ridge Road 2598 Sheridan Drive
 Lackawanna, NY 14218 Tonawanda, NY 14150
 (716) 824-9278 (716) 832-0900
 www.stoneartmemorial.com

Contact Lenses • Sunglasses

Est. 1937
Francis • Daniel • Joseph

6404 W. Quaker St. • 716-662-5050
www.hogenkampoptics.com

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

EST. SINCE 1880EST. SINCE 1880
PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONSPRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS

IMMUNIZATIONSIMMUNIZATIONS
HEALTH AND BEAUTY PRODUCTSHEALTH AND BEAUTY PRODUCTS

24 HOUR RX SERVICE AVAILABLE24 HOUR RX SERVICE AVAILABLE
4328 S. Buffalo St.4328 S. Buffalo St.

662-3800662-3800

www.southtownseyecenter.com

3151 SOUTHWESTERN BLVD. • 674-60303151 SOUTHWESTERN BLVD. • 674-6030

LASER CATARACT SURGERYLASER CATARACT SURGERY
NEW TECHNOLOGY IMPLANTSNEW TECHNOLOGY IMPLANTS

COMPLETE EYE EXAMSCOMPLETE EYE EXAMS

DR. SCHLISSERMAN, MDDR. SCHLISSERMAN, MD
DR. BULAS, OD • DR. STYN, ODDR. BULAS, OD • DR. STYN, OD www.towneauto.com

 www.murrayroofingcompanyinc.com

 P: 716.896.5555 
F: 716.894.5730

 Over 40 million square feet 
of roofing under warranty!

 600 Cayuga Creek Rd.
 Cheektowaga, NY 14227



 

MASS INTENTIONS�

�Saturday, July 11�

�8:00 am � Ronald Wessel by his family�

�4:30 pm � Alois and Mildred Walkowski by their family�

�7:00 pm � John Macna by his wife�

�Sunday, July 12�

�7:30 am � Mass for parishioners�

�9:00 am � Charles and Lillian Schaffstall by their family�

�10:30 am � Olivia Marie Newton by her family�

�12:00 pm � Stephen E. Cavanaugh by his family�

Monday, July 13�

�7:00 am � George Munschauer by the Hamberger family�

�9:00 am � Joan Dembowski by her sister Irene�

�Tuesday, July 14�

�7:00 am � Edwin and Eleanor Nowakowski by their family�

�9:00 am � Anne Greenwood by her family�

�Wednesday, July 15�

�7:00 am �� Mary Schichtel by her family�

�9:00 am � Erika Wilson by Matt and Sue Schiro�

�Thursday, July 16�

�7:00 am � John Lyons by Karen Lyons Nowadly and sons�

�9:00 am � Jean Schroeder by her husband�

�Friday, July 17�

�7:00 am � Antoinette Dryja by her daughter Irene�

�8:30 am � Ronald Wessel by his family�

�Saturday, July 18�

�8:00 am � Michael and Grayce Arena by their family�

�4:30 pm � Margaret Hruby by her daughter Rosemarie Breese�

�7:00 pm � Kitty Lysiak by Fran and Ed Surowiec�

�Sunday, July 19�

�7:30 am � Patricia E. McNulty by the McNulty family�

�9:00 am � Joseph E. Rittling by Dale and Ann Marie Gensler�

�10:30 am � Mario Argentieri by his family�

�12:00 pm � Mass for parishioners�

PLEASE PRAY FOR:   

Desmond Benimoff, Jordan Berkhoudt, Gavin Bomboy, Da-

vid Borowski, Michelle Bruno, Patrick Byrne, Anna Caserta, 

Jeanne Chojnacki, John Dapolito, Bernard Daube, Rick Del 

Regno, Carol Doyle, Liam Dubey, Paul Eberardt, Josephine 

Fistola, Robyn Flading, daughters of Lois Fleck, Rev. Rich-

ard Florek, Ann Marie Gensler, Barbara Ghirsig, Bill Greene, 

Rowan Grundtisch, Barbara Harris, James Herron, Marcia 

Jurkowski, Jim Kalinowski, Gail Koglmeier, Erin Kulesus, 

Christine Kukla, Amanda L., Virginia Lawton, Pat Lisiecki, 

Ann Nenedal, Chet P., Shirley Perrine, Marge and Marvin 

Prebble, Kay Prusniecki, Paul Robillard, Sr., Jonathan Sentz, 

Laura Shaw, Luis Shaw, Marie Sokolovic, William Thornton, 

Jane Tomaszewski, Ann Ulman, Craig Vidal, �

Dr. Ronald Vidal, Marianne Vidal, �

Eileen Walsh, Geraldine Wiess, Dennis Wolbert, Dan 

Zsebehazy.  

JOIN US IN PRAYING THE ROSARY�

Our Blessed Mother has said that if everyone would say 

the Rosary, there would be peace in the world. We in-

vite you to our Adoration Chapel every Monday from 

10am�11am to join with Mary in celebrating the life of 

Jesus from conception to death, resurrection and ascen-

sion. We also take one week to pray for America and 

one week for life. We end each hour with the Divine 

Mercy Chaplet.�

The monthly schedule is as follows:�

1st Monday�General Intentions�

2nd Monday�Patriotic Rosary for America�

3rd Monday�General Intentions�

4th Monday�Rosary for Life�

If you don’t know how to say the Rosary, come rest in 

the presence of Jesus and follow along silently until you 

feel comfortable joining in. There are extra rosaries in 

the Chapel, and we have  handouts of the format and 

prayers. If you cannot stay the full hour, that’s ok. Join 

us as long as you can. If you have any questions, please 

call Kathy Vukovich at 667�3173.�

�

�

�

�

�

"We need to participate for the common good. Sometimes we hear: a good Catholic is not interested in politics. This is not true: 

good Catholics immerse themselves in politics by offering the best of themselves so that the leader can govern."�

� Pope Francis, 9/16/13�

The Catholic bishops of the United States are pleased to offer once again to the Catholic faithful�Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 

our teaching document on the political responsibility of Catholics. This statement represents our guidance for Catholics in the exercise of their 

rights and duties as participants in our democracy. We urge our pastors, lay and religious faithful, and all people of good will to use this state-

ment to help form their consciences; to teach those entrusted to their care; to contribute to civil and respectful public dialogue; and to shape 

political choices in the coming election in light of Catholic teaching. The statement lifts up our dual heritage as both faithful Catholics and 

American citizens with rights and duties as participants in the civil order.�

Read�Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility from the Catholic Bishops of the United States, which 

provides a framework for Catholics in the United States.�

Take the online Navity survey to help us make Navity 

be�er! h�ps://survey.sogosurvey.com/Survey1.aspx?

k=SsQXPWSPsUsPsPsP&lang=0 �

or just go to the first page of our website and click SURVEY 

under the Via Fidei secon!�
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with their ears and understand with their hearts and be con-

verted, and I heal them. “But blessed are your eyes, because 

they see, and your ears, because they hear. Amen, I say to 

you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what 

you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did 

not hear it.�

      “Hear then the parable of the sower. The seed sown on the 

path is the one who hears the word of the kingdom without 

understanding it, and the evil one comes and steals away what 

was sown in his heart. The seed sown on rocky ground is the 

one who hears the word and receives it at once with joy. But 

he has no root and lasts only for a time. When some tribula-

tion or persecution comes because of the word, he immediate-

ly falls away. The seed sown among thorns is the one who 

hears the word, but then worldly anxiety and the lure of riches 

choke the word and it bears no fruit. But the seed sown on 

rich soil is the one who hears the word and understands it, 

who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred or sixty or thirty-

fold.”�

�

GLORIA �

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 

good will. We praise you � we bless you �we adore you,�

we glorify you, � we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.�

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of 

God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, �

receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Fa-

ther, have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One, you 

alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.�

Amen.�

�

NICENE CREED�

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,�

maker of heaven and earth,�

of all things visible and invisible.�

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,�

the Only Begotten Son of God,�

born of the Father before all ages.�

God from God, Light from Light,�

true God from true God,�

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; �

through him all things were made.�

For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, �

and became man.�

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, �

he suffered death and was buried,�

and rose again on the third day�

in accordance with the Scriptures.�

He ascended into heaven�

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.�

He will come again in glory�

to judge the living and the dead�

and his kingdom will have no end.�

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 

and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through 

the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 

Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and 

I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of 

the world to come. Amen.�

Old Testament Lesson � I����� 55:10�11�

Thus says the LORD: Just as from the heavens the rain and 

snow come down and do not return there till they have watered 

the earth, making it fertile and fruitful, giving seed to the one 

who sows and bread to the one who eats, so shall my word be 

that goes forth from my mouth; my word shall not return to me 

void, but shall do my will, achieving the end for which I sent 

it.�

�

Response � PLMNO 65�

The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful har-

vest.�

You have visited the land and watered it; greatly have you 

enriched it. God’s watercourses are filled; you have prepared 

the grain. R.�

�

Thus have you prepared the land: drenching its furrows,�

breaking up its clods, softening it with showers, blessing its 

yield. R.�

�

You have crowned the year with your bounty,�

and your paths overflow with a rich harvest;�

The untilled meadows overflow with it, and rejoicing clothes 

the hills. R.�

�

The fields are garmented with flocks �

and the valleys blanketed with grain. They shout and sing for 

joy. R.�

The Epistle � R���� 8:18�23�

Brothers and sisters: I consider that the sufferings of this pre-

sent time are as nothing compared with the glory to be re-

vealed for us. For creation awaits with eager expectation the 

revelation of the children of God; for creation was made sub-

ject to futility, not of its own accord but because of the one 

who subjected it, in hope that creation itself would be set free 

from slavery to corruption and share in the glorious freedom of 

the children of God. We know that all creation is groaning in 

labor pains even until now; and not only that, but we our-

selves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, we also groan 

within ourselves as we wait for adoption, the redemption of 

our bodies.�

The Gospel � MMQQRST 13:1�23�

On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat down by the 

sea. Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a 

boat and sat down, and the whole crowd stood along the shore. 

And he spoke to them at length in parables, saying: “A sower 

went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, 

and birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky ground, 

where it had little soil. It sprang up at once because the soil 

was not deep, and when the sun rose it was scorched, and it 

withered for lack of roots. Some seed fell among thorns, and 

the thorns grew up and choked it. But some seed fell on rich 

soil, and produced fruit, a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold. Who-

ever has ears ought to hear.”�

      The disciples approached him and said, “Why do you speak 

to them in parables?” He said to them in reply, “Because 

knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven has been 

granted to you, but to them it has not been granted. To anyone 

who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; from any-

one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. This is 

why I speak to them in parables, because they look but do not 

see and hear but do not listen or understand. Isaiah’s prophecy 

is fulfilled in them, which says: You shall indeed hear but not 

understand, you shall indeed look but never see. Gross is the 

heart of this people, they will hardly hear with their ears, they 

have closed their eyes, lest they see with their eyes and hear 


