
FOURTH SUNDAY OF �

EASTER�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Saturday Vigil Masses�

4:30pm & 7pm�

Sunday Masses�

7:30am, 9am, 10:30am�

12pm �

Weekday Masses�

Mon�Thur 7am and 9am�

Friday 7am and 8:30am�

Saturday 8am�

Holy Days�

Vigil Mass 4:30pm�

Holy Day 7am, 9am, 7pm �

�

First Friday Devotion�

First Friday of every month 

(unless otherwise noted) �

in church at 6pm and live stream�

�

Other Fridays of the month the 

Rosary is prayed in the church at 

6pm.�

�

�

BAPTISMS�

Usually the 2nd & 4th Sundays at 

1:00pm. New parents must be 

registered and attend a class prior 

to Baptism.�

CONFESSION�

Confessions are scheduled on 

Saturday from 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 

p.m. in the lower sacristy room at 

the front of the church (side near 

the Blessed Mother Statue, down 

the stairs).� Please wear a face 

mask and�follow the signs when 

you enter the Church to direct 

you to this room. �

MARRIAGE�

Arrangements should be made at 

least six months ahead of time 

with our priest.  A Marriage 

Preparation program is required. 

   February 28, 2021�

�

Nativity of Our Lord R.C. Church 

26 Thorn Avenue 

Orchard Park, New York  14127 

 

www.nativityofourlordop.com                 662-9339     



From the Pastor’s Desk…  �

�

On December 8th of last year (the 150

th

 anniversary of the proclamation of St. Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church), with his 

Apostolic Letter “Patris corde” (“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis proclaimed a “Year of Saint Joseph” from December 8, 

2020 to December 8, 2021.  Below is a brief excerpt from “Patris corde,” which seems to speak so well to us all as we continue to 

live in the midst of the pandemic:�

�

�

Now, one hundred and fifty years after his proclamation as�Patron of the Catholic Church�by Blessed�Pius IX�(8 Decem-

ber 1870), I would like to share some personal reflections on this extraordinary figure, so close to our own human expe-

rience. For, as Jesus says, “out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks” (Mt�12:34). My desire to do so increased 

during these months of pandemic, when we experienced, amid the crisis, how “our lives are woven together and sus-

tained by ordinary people, people often overlooked. People who do not appear in newspaper and magazine headlines, or 

on the latest television show, yet in these very days are surely shaping the decisive events of our history. Doctors, nurses, 

storekeepers and supermarket workers, cleaning personnel, caregivers, transport workers, men and women working to 

provide essential services and public safety, volunteers, priests, men and women religious, and so very many others. 

They understood that no one is saved alone… How many people daily exercise patience and offer hope, taking care to 

spread not panic, but shared responsibility. How many fathers, mothers, grandparents and teachers are showing our chil-

dren, in small everyday ways, how to accept and deal with a crisis by adjusting their routines, looking ahead and encour-

aging the practice of prayer. How many are praying, making sacrifices and interceding for the good of all”.[6]�Each of us 

can discover in Joseph � the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence � an intercessor, a support 

and a guide in times of trouble. Saint Joseph reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the shadows can play an in-

comparable role in the history of salvation. �

�

�

Indeed, let us pray for all who help us in any way during these challenging days; may we turn to St. Joseph and seek his interces-

sion, especially in difficult moments.�

�

St. Joseph, pray for us!�

�

Fr. Jim�

�
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REMINDER: MASKS MUST BE WORN THE ENTIRE TIME YOU 

ARE IN CHURCH. THE ONLY EXCEPTION IS AFTER YOU HAVE 

RECEIVED THE BLESSED SACRAMENT FROM THE PRIEST AND 

HAVE STEPPED TO THE SIDE TO CONSUME.�

YOU CANNOT REMOVE THE MASK WHILE SEATED.�

�

�

�

           PRESENTS�

GLORIFY�

Saturday, 

March 6 

6:30pm 

Nativity gym 

�



NATIVITY SCHOOL NEWS�

�

�

Tuition Assistance for Private Grammar Schools.�The BI-

SON Children’s Scholarship Fund’s pre�application is now 

available for NEW families in the 8 counties of Western New 

York for the 2021�22 school year. The BISON Fund provides 

tuition assistance to economically eligible children entering 

kindergarten � 8

th

�grade. If selected, the scholarships can be 

used at any private grammar school in WNY. The deadline to 

apply is February 28. You can apply online 

at�www.bisonfund.com. The average scholarship is $1,480 and 

the maximum award is $2,500. For more information, call 716�

854�0869, ext. 1 �

�

FAITH FORMATION �

Make a�Lamb of God craft.�Make 

your lamb using your preferred supplies; 

talk about Jesus as the �

lamb of the sacrifice.�

UPON THIS ROCK�

Beginning in 2015, The Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo, N.Y., Inc. (“Foundation”) began solic-

iting donations to its “Upon this Rock” (“UTR”) capital and endowment campaign.  The UTR campaign raised funds 

for many purposes, including soliciting funds for making essential upgrades to classroom facilities and technology of 

Christ the King Seminary (“CKS”), expanding CKS’s role as a center of retreat and religious celebration, and estab-

lishing an endowment fund for CKS. Unfortunately, in early 2020, CKS’s Board of Trustees determined that CKS 

would close at the end of the 2020�2021 academic year. CKS’s closure will make it impossible for the Foundation to 

use the UTR funds raised for CKS for their original intended purposes.  However, under New York law, when the orig-

inal purposes for which funds are donated become impossible to achieve, those purposes can be modified in a manner 

consistent with original intent by the New York State courts. For many years, CKS provided education and formation 

for ordained and lay ecclesial ministers in the Diocese of Buffalo and beyond. Accordingly, the Foundation has asked 

the New York State Supreme Court for the County of Erie to approve a modification of the purposes of UTR funds 

raised for CKS so that those funds can be used to support the education and formation for ordained and lay ecclesial 

ministry in the Diocese of Buffalo, as determined in the discretion of the Foundation’s Board.�

�

If you have donated to UTR and would like to be heard regarding this requested modification, you may send a letter to: 

The Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo, N.Y., Inc., attention Executive Director, 795 Main Street, 

Buffalo, N.Y. 14203 or an email to donor.info@frcdb.org. Copies of letters or email received by the Foundation will 

be provided to the Court.  You may also make a formal filing in the legal proceeding entitled Matter of the Modifica-

tion of Endowment Funds of The Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo N.Y., Inc., Erie County Index 

No. 814747/2020. In order for your submission to be available for the Court’s consideration, please be sure to send any 

letter or email, or make any filing, no later than Friday, April 9, 2021.  �

�

�

�

�

Get our WNYCatholic newsle#er in your �

inbox today!�

��

All the latest local, naonal and world Catholic news, messag-

es from Bishop Mike, stunning photography and inspiring 

feature stories � twice each week via email.�

h�ps://wnycatholic.org/newsle�er�signup/�

�

FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTION 

Please join us on the first Friday of every month 

at 6pm as Fr. Peter leads us in First Friday 

Benediction before the Blessed Sacrament in 

the church.   
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Maureen J. Casey, D.D.S.
Pediatric DentistryPediatric Dentistry

4017 Legion Dr.4017 Legion Dr.
Hamburg, NYHamburg, NY

(716) 648-4035

 “Find You Child’s
 Dental Home With Us!”

Dominic A. Colarusso, Jr., DDS
Steven J. Hietanen, DDS
Andrew J. Dusel, DDS

  6590 E. Quaker Rd 4031 Legion Dr
 Orchard Park Hamburg
 662-7060 648-1461

5489 Broadway St. • Lancaster
706-0300

www.orthowny.com

4190 N. Buffalo Rd.
Orchard Park

662-1331

 3905 Southwestern Blvd. 

 648-6200
 Breakfast Anytime

In the Southtowns,
the cemetery of

choice is Nativity.
Est. 1908

CALL 662-9339

See our new columbarium

Assisted Living at West Seneca
580 Orchard Park Road, West Seneca • (716) 677-4242

www.elderwood.com

THIS SPACE IS

 The Allen Potter House
 The Allen Potter House Museum
 Potter’s Park
 East Quaker St. TIMOTHY J. GARDNER (716) 662-9321

“Serving Orchard Park
& Southtowns With
Dignity Since 1937”

170 Years
of

History

For Hair and Nails
662-9333

3882 North Buffalo Rd., Orchard Park
Owned and operated by the Giallella family

 Southtowns Showroom Northtowns Showroom
 914 Ridge Road 2598 Sheridan Drive
 Lackawanna, NY 14218 Tonawanda, NY 14150
 (716) 824-9278 (716) 832-0900
 www.stoneartmemorial.com

 Southtowns Showroom Northtowns Showroom
 914 Ridge Road 2598 Sheridan Drive
 Lackawanna, NY 14218 Tonawanda, NY 14150
 (716) 824-9278 (716) 832-0900
 www.stoneartmemorial.com

Contact Lenses • Sunglasses

Est. 1937
Francis • Daniel • Joseph

6404 W. Quaker St. • 716-662-5050
www.hogenkampoptics.com

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today! 
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

EST. SINCE 1880EST. SINCE 1880
PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONSPRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS

IMMUNIZATIONSIMMUNIZATIONS
HEALTH AND BEAUTY PRODUCTSHEALTH AND BEAUTY PRODUCTS

24 HOUR RX SERVICE AVAILABLE24 HOUR RX SERVICE AVAILABLE
4328 S. Buffalo St.4328 S. Buffalo St.

662-3800662-3800

 www.murrayroofingcompanyinc.com
 P: 716.896.5555 

F: 716.894.5730
 Over 40 million square feet 

of roofing under warranty!
 600 Cayuga Creek Rd.
 Cheektowaga, NY 14227

www.southtownseyecenter.com

3151 SOUTHWESTERN BLVD. • 674-60303151 SOUTHWESTERN BLVD. • 674-6030

LASER CATARACT SURGERYLASER CATARACT SURGERY
NEW TECHNOLOGY IMPLANTSNEW TECHNOLOGY IMPLANTS

COMPLETE EYE EXAMSCOMPLETE EYE EXAMS

DR. SCHLISSERMAN MD • DR. SIMMONS MDDR. SCHLISSERMAN MD • DR. SIMMONS MD
DR. WALEK OD • DR. BULAS ODDR. WALEK OD • DR. BULAS OD

Brian J. Karam, D.D.S.

Family Dentistry
Office Hours

by Appointment
Phone: 662-3122
6590 E. Quaker Street

 Gentle Personalized Care
 orchardparkvillagedental.com
 6590 East Quaker St.
 662-7651Tammy Perison, DDS

LET US 
PLACE 
YOUR 

AD 
HERE.

“It’s All About The Dog!”

Certified Professional Dog Trainer 
(CPDT-KA) 

 Specializing in Private 
 Companion Dog 
 Training Tailored to 
 You and Your  Dog
 $10 OFF ANY SERVICE
 WITH THIS AD

email for more information
heartnhandtraining@gmail.com



 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Saturday, February 27��

8:00 am � Salvatore Parlato by Kevin Ricotta and family��

4:30 pm � Edward Bores by his family��

7:00 pm � Frank Breese by Rosemarie Breese�

�Sunday, February 28��

7:30 am � Mass for Parishioners��

9:00 am � Eileen Siergiej by the Brug family�

10:30 am � Antonio Justicia Guzman by Mr. and Mrs. J.F. 

Justicia�Linde�

�12:00 pm � Dominick Saraceno by his family�

Monday, March 1��

7:00 am � Peter A. Russo by his Mom and Dad��

9:00 am � James Lavelle by his family��

Tuesday, March 2��

7:00 am � All Souls��

9:00 am �� Donna M. Caves by Gary and Heidi Metz��

Wednesday, March 3��

7:00 am � Les and Loretta Schupp by their estate�

�9:00 am � Mary Sansone by Dr. and Mrs. John Reilly��

Thursday, March 4��

7:00 am � All Souls��

9:00 am � Dr. Robert C. Sippel by Tom and Charlotte Down-

ing��

Friday, March 5��

7:00 am � Rose and Robert Lally by their estate��

8:30 am � For peace and safety of the U.S.A. by Joanne and 

Kathy Koscielniak��

Saturday, March 6��

8:00 am � Patricia Van Dyke by Eileen Martin��

4:30 pm � Tim Fitzgerald, Sr. by his family��

7:00 pm � Dorothy Grucella by her family��

Sunday, March 7��

7:30 am � Carolyn A. Kowalewski by Dr. and Mrs. Ronald 

Boersma��

9:00 am � Martin Potzler by his daughters��

10:30 am � Eileen Siergiej by Judy Harris��

12:00 pm � Mass for Parishioners�

PLEASE PRAY FOR:   

Alice Aquila, Desmond 

Benimoff, Jordan Berk-

houdt, Gavin Bomboy, 

David Borowski, 

Michelle Bruno, Patrick 

Byrne, Anna Caserta, 

Liz Cash, Jeanne Cho-

jnacki, Bernard Daube, 

Carol Doyle, Liam Dubey, Paul Eberhardt, Josephine Fistola, 

Robyn Flading, daughters of Lois Fleck, Rev. Richard 

Florek, Ann Marie Gensler, Barbara Ghirsig, Bill Greene, 

Rowan Grundtisch, Barbara Harris, Marcia Jurkowski, Gail 

Koglmeier, Erin Kulesus, Christine Kukla, Amanda L., Vir-

ginia Lawton, Nathan Ljungberg, Barbara McPherson, Ann 

Nenedal, Chet P., Kathy P., Shirley Perrine, Marge and 

Marvin Prebble, Kay Prusniecki, Joseph Russell, Gilbert 

Seegert, Jonathan Sentz, Laura Shaw, Luis Shaw, Marie 

Sokolovic, William Thornton, Jane Tomaszewski, Rev. Mi-

chael Uebler, Ann Ulman, Craig Vidal, Dr. Ronald Vidal, 

Marianne Vidal, Eileen Walsh, Geraldine Wiess, Dennis 

Wolbert, Dan Zsebehazy.  

OUR STAFF 

Church staff  43 Argyle Place 662-9339 

Pastor   Rev. James D. Ciupek ext 140 

Parochial Vicar  Rev. Peter Bassey  ext 124 

Permanent Deacon  Gary Andelora 

Transitional Deacon Rev. Mr. John Ojuok 

Advancement Director Melissa Potzler  ext 145 

Music Director  Robert Kiersz 

Youth Minister  Gina Updike  ext 141 

Parish Secretary  Sue McDonough  ext 110 

Administrative Asst. Joy Kaminski 

Business Office  43 Argyle Place 662-9339 

Business Manager Timothy Redinger  ext 125 

Financial Assistant Stephanie Carson  ext 131 

Maintenance Supervisor Carmen DAlessandro ext 117 

Maintenance Assistant Scott Sihler 

School   4414 South Buffalo St. 662-7572 

Principal   Christopher Gardon 

School Secretary  Isabelle Carpenter   

Faith Formation               662-2169 

Faith Formation  Mary Barone, OCDS        868-6631 

Faith Formation Asst. Joy Kaminski   �

�

�

Have hope! Spring is near. 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Join us every Friday during Lent for Stations of the 

Cross at 7pm in the church.�

Come early and pray the Rosary and Divine Mercy 

Chaplet at 6pm on March 19 and 26.�

Experience the beauty of First Friday Adoration/

Benediction on Friday, March 5 at 6pm.�

Our Youth Group will present XLT on Friday, March 12 

at 6pm.�



“Rabbi, it is good that we are here! Let us make three tents: 

one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He hardly 

knew what to say, they were so terrified. Then a cloud came, 

casting a shadow over them; from the cloud came a voice, 

“This is my beloved Son. Listen to him.” Suddenly, looking 

around, they no longer saw anyone but Jesus alone with them.�

As they were coming down from the mountain, he charged 

them not to relate what they had seen to anyone, except when 

the Son of Man had risen from the dead. So they kept the mat-

ter to themselves, questioning what rising from the dead 

meant.�

�

NICENE CREED�

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all things visible and invisible.�

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of 

God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light 

from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, con-

substantial with the Father; through him all things were made.�

For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 

became man.�

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suf-

fered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day�

in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven�

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.�

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead�

and his kingdom will have no end.�

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 

and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through 

the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 

Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and 

I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of 

the world to come. Amen.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

INVITE SOMEONE TO CHURCH 

FOR LENT! 

�

CATHOLIC CHARITIES�

If you are feeling overwhelmed trying to keep up with your 

child’s medical care and physical, dental and/or mental health 

appointments, Catholic Charities can help. When you are in 

need, we are hope. Through our Health Home Care Manage-

ment Program, children and their families in Erie, Niagara, 

Cattaraugus and Allegany counties are given access to a net-

work of providers, health plans and  community�based organi-

zations that work to ensure the child’s needs are met. These 

needs may include physical, dental, mental health or simple 

support. To learn more about the program and eligibility re-

quirements, visit carecoordination@ccwny.org, or call our 

helpline at 716�218�1419. �

HOPE FOR ALL SEASONS�

First Reading � GQRQSTS 22: 1�18�

God put Abraham to the test. He called to him, “Abraham!” 

“Here I am!” he replied. Then God said: “Take your son Isaac, 

your only one, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah. 

There you shall offer him up as a holocaust on a height that I 

will point out to you.”�

When they came to the place of which God had told him, 

Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. 

Then he reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son. 

But the LORD’s messenger called to him from heaven, 

“Abraham, Abraham!” “Here I am!” he answered. “Do not lay 

your hand on the boy,” said the messenger. “Do not do the 

least thing to him. I know now how devoted you are to God, 

since you did not withhold from me your own beloved son.” 

As Abraham looked about, he spied a ram caught by its horns 

in the thicket. So he went and took the ram and offered it up 

as a holocaust in place of his son.�

Again the LORD’s messenger called to Abraham from heaven 

and said: “I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because 

you acted as you did in not withholding from me your beloved 

son, I will bless you abundantly and make your descendants as 

countless as the stars of the sky and the sands of the seashore; 

your descendants shall take possession of the gates of their 

enemies, and in your descendants all the nations of the earth 

shall find blessing� all this because you obeyed my com-

mand.”�

�

Response � PSUVW 116�

I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. �

�

I believed, even when I said,�

“I am greatly afflicted.”�

Precious in the eyes of the LORD�

is the death of his faithful ones.�

�

O LORD, I am your servant;�

I am your servant, the son of your handmaid;�

you have loosed my bonds.�

To you will I offer sacrifice of thanksgiving,�

and I will call upon the name of the LORD.�

�

My vows to the LORD I will pay�

in the presence of all his people,�

In the courts of the house of the LORD,�

in your midst, O Jerusalem.  �

�

Second Reading � RXWURS 8: 31�34�

Brothers and sisters: If God is for us, who can be against us? 

He who did not spare his own Son but handed him over for us 

all, how will he not also give us everything else along with 

him?�

Who will bring a charge against God’s chosen ones? It is God 

who acquits us, who will condemn? Christ Jesus it is who 

died�or, rather, was raised� who also is at the right hand of 

God, who indeed intercedes for us.�

 

The Gospel � MUZ[ 9: 2�10�

Jesus took Peter, James, and John and led them up a high 

mountain apart by themselves. And he was transfigured before 

them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no fuller 

on earth could bleach them. Then Elijah appeared to them 

along with Moses, and they were conversing with Jesus. Then 

Peter said to Jesus in reply, �

L��� II�


