
Rev. Msgr. Robert E. Zapfel, S.T.D. 

 

Parish Mission Statement 

Saint Benedict Parish: An environment for hearing God’s 

word, for growth in the Christian life, for dialogue, 

proclamation, charitable outreach, and celebration.  

 

BAPTISMS : Are celebrated at most weekend 

Masses.  Please contact Andrew Pitisi, 836-6444, to schedule 

an appointment, answer questions and preparations. 

 

MARRIAGES: Registered parishioners who have been 

members of our Saturday / Sunday worshiping community for 

at least 3 months are asked to notify the rectory at least 6 

months prior to planned wedding day. A marriage preparation 

course is required for all couples. 

 

SICK CALLS: Anytime. Call the rectory as soon as 

possible. 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS: We welcome all who wish to 

join our parish. Please speak with Andrew Pitisi before or 

after a weekend mass to register. If you have questions, please 

call the rectory.  

 

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION: We gladly 

issue letters of recommendation for registered parishioners 

who have been asked to be sponsors at Baptism or 

Confirmation, provided they meet the following criteria: 

• Attend Mass regularly. 

• Have been confirmed. 

• If married, have done so in conformity with the laws of the 

Church. 

• Are sending their children to Catholic school or religious 

instructions. 

October 4, 2020 

Welcome! 

You are a stranger but once. You are a child of God, redeemed by Our Savior, Jesus Christ. In God’s name, we 

welcome you. May you find friendship, peace and serenity in our loving and worshipping community. If you are a 

visitor interested in joining our parish community or the Catholic Faith, please call the parish office (834-1041)  

If you are returning after being away… welcome home! 

SAINT BENEDICT 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1317 Eggert Road 

Amherst, NY 14226 

716-834-1041 

www.saintbenedicts.com 

 

MASS SCHEDULE: 

Saturday 5:00pm 

Sunday 8:00am and 10:00am  

 

WEEKDAY: 

7:00am M-F  

 

CONFESSION: 

Saturdays from 4:00 to 4:30pm 

 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday -Friday, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

Other times by appointment. 
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SAINT BENEDICT DIRECTORY 

 

Rectory 

Office ........................................................................... 834-1041  

Parish Email ................................... rectory@saintbenedicts.com 

Parish Fax .................................................................... 835-5949 

Administrator: Rev. Msgr. Robert E. Zapfel, S.T.D. ... 834-1041 

Business Manager: Dawn M. Cahill  .............. 834-1041 ext 301 

 Email ...................................... dcahill@saintbenedicts.com 

Administrative Asst.: Rachel Hoff .................. 834-1041 ext 303 

       Email .......................................... rhoff@saintbenedicts.com 

Engagement & Development Coordinator:  

 Sydney Thomas 

 Email…………………….....sthomas@saintbenedicts.com 

School 

Office ........................................................................... 835-2518 

Principal: Mary Alice Bagwell ....................... 835-2518 ext 201 

       Email……………………...mbagwell@saintbenedicts.com 

Nurse: Mrs. Melinda Kraus ............................ 835-2518 ext 203 

Tuition: Leanne Antonucci…...lantonucci@saintbenedicts.com 

Extended Day Program: Shawn Kaznica  .................... 444-8248 

          Email .............................................. skaznica@le3-inc.org 

Lifelong Faith Formation 

Office ........................................................................... 836-6444 

Faith Formation & Youth Ministry: Andrew Pitisi 

 Email: ..................................... apitisi@saintbenedicts.com 

Organizations 

Altar Servers:  Dee Wood ............................................ 710-7028 

        Email: ................................................. ddkins@verizon.net 

Bereavement Committee: Elaine Wendel .................... 834-1041 

Eucharistic Ministers: Dolores Byron .......................... 833-8030 

Holy Name Society: Andrew Rotola ........................... 833-5644 

Ladies of Charity: Mickey Delaney ............................. 832-9230 

Lectors: Ruth Scheda ................................................... 834-9149 

Music Director: Maria Chomicka ................................ 834-1041 

        Email .............................. mchomicka@saintbenedicts.com 

Nurse Ministry: Carol Mathner ................................... 633-1693 

Home School Association:  Beth Porterfield ............... 835-2518 

                                             Christa Bebak .................. 835-2518 

        Email: ....................................... HSA@saintbenedicts.com 

Respect Life Committee .............................................. 834-1041 

Rosary Altar Society: Dolores Byron .......................... 833-8030 

                                     Mary Long ...................... long@ecc.edu 

St. Vincent de Paul: Marion Kopin .............................. 238-3204 

Senior Citizens: Andrew Rotola .................................. 833-5644 

School Board: Alice Russ ............................................ 834-6207 

Ushers: Leonard Swiat ................................................. 835-4625 

Pastoral Council and Officers 

President: Christopher Henel ....................................... 984-7197 

Trustees: Amy Bradley, Christopher Flynn 

 

MINISTRIES FOR THE SICK 

If someone is having surgery and would like the Sacrament of 

the Sick, please contact the rectory to make arrangements with 

one of the priests. In an emergency please do not hesitate to 

call the rectory day or night.  

Health & Wellness Corner 

 

Flu Shot Time 

 

With the COVID-19 pandemic, it is highly recommended 

that everyone over the age of 6 months gets a Flu vaccine. 

The experts are worried that it may be possible getting the 

flu would make one more susceptible to getting the COVID

-19 virus. Both the flu and COVID-19 produce similar 

symptoms. Fever, cough, shortness of breath, and fatigue. 

 

We are waiting for a vaccine to be available for the COVID

-19, but we have a flu vaccine now. Please get one! All the 

drug stores are providing them. 

 

Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19, there 

will not be Flu Clinics in the parishes. 

Our Call to Holiness 

This week’s column comes from my personal prayer and 

reading over the last couple of weeks: 

 

The Gospel is my full wedding partner. It always tells me 

the truth, and loves me through ‘things’ until I arrive some-

where new and good and much more spacious and holy. 

The Gospel will always tell me the whole truth and nothing 

but the truth, whether I want to hear it or not. Those who 

are married or in a long-term friendship will understand. 

How easy it is for your spouse/friend to tell you the truth 

about your faults. We are all too quick to return the favor 

and list the imperfections that need to be corrected. I would 

hope it is done in love. 

 

When we pray the scriptures and open our hearts to the 

grace of God’s word, we are quickly unmasked and our im-

perfections made all too apparent, which is the power of 

grace through the sacred word. And maybe our response is 

quick, BUT! Stop and think for a moment. “What a clever 

place for God to hide our holiness, so that only the humble 

and earnest will find it! A ‘perfect’ person ends up being 

one who can consciously forgive and include imperfection 

rather than one who thinks he or she is totally above and 

beyond imperfection.” My favorite saint, Teresa the Little 

Flower, reminds me that all too often it is in our imperfec-

tions that God loves us. It is the one place that God is cer-

tain to meet us and love us. How do we response? It would 

seem easier to go to these places of imperfection in humility 

to be transformed by Love, than to quickly defend ourselves 

with the false armor of pride. Reading the scriptures is like 

having a loving spouse or great friend lead us to the holy 

ground of transformation, to somewhere new and good and 

much more spacious and holy. 

 

Quotations taken from Falling Upward: A Spirituality for 

the Two Halves of Life by Richard Rohr. 
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Save the Date! 

St. Benedict Christmas Luncheon and Basket Raffle for 

Family & Friends sponsored by the Rosary Altar Society 

will be held Saturday, December 5, 2020 at Sean Patrick’s, 

3480 Millersport Highway, Getzville, NY 14068. Doors 

open at 11:00 AM for basket review with lunch at noon. It 

will be a great end to our parish’s 100th Anniversary cele-

bration and a great start to our Christmas celebration! 

News & Events 

Our neighbors Our Community 

Chesterton Academy of Buffalo 

Grand Opening 

October 10th 

7:00pm - 9:00pm 

Come toast Chesterton Academy as we celebrate our Grand 

Opening! We have moved to our permanent home at the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus campus in Bowmansville and would 

like to share our new vision for 2020-2021 and our future. 

Complimentary hors d’oeuvres and beverages will be 

served. Hear from our academic dean, faculty and parents 

and learn about our compelling mission and Christ-centered 

curriculum. RSVPs are encouraged, so please visit 

www.buffalochestertonacademy.org or call 716-674-8101 

for more information. 

Chiavetta’s Chicken BBQ 

Please support Boy Scout Troop 261 at our Chiavetta’s 

Chicken BBQ. Drive Thru only. St. Benedict’s Church 

parking lot on Sunday October 18 from 3:00pm until 

6:00pm. Includes 1/2 chicken, coleslaw, potato salad, roll, 

and butter. Tickets are $12. To order in advance, please call 

Joe at 716-207-2860 or just show up on the 18th and drive 

through. 

YAP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you a young Catholic adult navigating your way 

through the professional workplace? We are debuting a new 

group just for you: Young Adult Professionals. Our first 

kick-off event is on Tuesday, October 13th at 7:00 PM in 

the Church. Jeffrey Papia will be speaking about what it 

means to be a leader and how to be a Christian leader in our 

community. Jeff is currently Vice President for Mission 

Integration and Campus Ministry at Hilbert College. He is 

an engaging and passionate speaker and a great example of 

a successful Catholic young adult professional. All are wel-

come! 

Rosary Altar Society 

The Rosary Altar Society will meet in the cafeteria on Mon-

day, October 12. We will begin with recitation of the rosary 

at 6:45, followed by a business meeting and refreshments. 

After several months’ separation, this will be an opportunity 

to review the past year and to discuss what we hope to 

achieve during the upcoming months. New life members 

will be recognized. Current and new members are welcome. 

All health protocols on masks, social distancing, and sani-

tizing will be followed. Please join us! 

Clothing Donations 

People have been leaving clothing and other items in the 

boxes near the church entrances intended for food for the 

Tiger’s Den Pantry. Thank you for your generous inten-

tions. However, due to restrictions caused by the pandemic, 

the pantry is not able to accept clothing donations at this 

time. Our parish is not involved with refugee resettlement 

presently either. Clothing may be deposited in the Society 

of St. Vincent de Paul drop box in the Eggert Road parking 

lot. Also, Ladies of Charity, 1122 Broadway, Buffalo, is 

once again accepting donations (by appointment only) of 

clothing and small household items. Call 895-4001 for an 

appointment. Contact Kathy Sieracki, 838-4792, with any 

questions. Thank you. 

FIAT 

St. Gregory the Great Parish is excited to invite you to 

“FIAT,” a monthly Eucharistic Conference. Please join us 

for an evening of Eucharistic Adoration, faith-filled presen-

tations, powerful music, and prayer ministry. (Check out 

stgregs.org/fiat). Our special guest speaker for October is 

Amy Betros, Co-Founder of St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy. 

Come with an open heart to meet our Lord. Just as Mary 

said ‘Yes’ to the will of God, this is an opportunity for you 

to also say, ‘Yes’ to the Lord. FIAT is open to everyone. 

Our next night will be Saturday, October 10 at 7:00pm in 

the church. 

Cardinal O’Hara Prep Course 

Cardinal O’Hara High School is offering in-person and vir-

tual options for its scholarship and entrance exam prepara-

tion course designed to help develop skills for success by 

practicing logic problems, analogies, reading comprehen-

sion, and math prior to the entrance exam on November 21. 

In-person classes will be offered from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays, October 20 & 27, and November 3 & 10 at the 

school: 39 O’Hara Road, Town of Tonawanda. The cost is 

$100. Virtual classes will be from 10:00 a.m. to noon Satur-

days, October 24 & 31, and November 7. The cost is $75. 

The fee includes the book and COHS exam registration. 

The classes are open to all eighth grade students. Register 

online at cardinalohara.com. 
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Communion to the Homebound 

During this time of the Coronavirus, it has not been possible 

for lay people to bring communion to the homebound. If 

you or a loved one would like a visit from the priest of the 

parish, please call the rectory (716-834-1041) and they 

would be happy to visit and bring you communion. As soon 

as the restrictions are removed, we will once again have our 

Eucharistic ministers bring communion. 

Parish Drive 2020 

Thank you for all your donations to our parish drive. Your 

overwhelming generosity is greatly appreciated. Below is 

the final amount we raised: 

 

$52,974.79 

 

Faith Formation 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 

Our next meeting for Generations of Faith will be Sunday, 

October 18th from 11:15am to 12:15pm in the church. All 

are welcome! If you still need to register, you can fill out 

the form online at www.saintbenedicts.com. 

 

The next Confirmation meeting is Sunday, October 25th 

from 10:00am to 12:30pm. All confirmation candidates are 

expected to attend. Registration is still available online. 

 

Contact me with any questions or concerns. 

- Andrew Pitisi 

apitisi@saintbenedicts.com 

716-836-6444 

Welcome, Sydney! 

Sydney Thomas has joined our parish family as our new 

Engagement & Development Coordinator! She will help us 

grow and develop our faith community. Sydney has a 

Bachelor’s degree in Communications, as well as a Mas-

ter’s degree in Integrated Marketing Communications, both 

from Nazareth College of Rochester. She is very excited to 

be a part of the St. Benedict’s community, and can’t wait to 

meet all of our great members. 

Weekly Prayer Intentions 

Sunday 

Those Struggling with Faith 

Let us pray that the Lord will make himself known to those 

struggling with faith in a special and personal way, so that 

their hearts and minds will be open to the unconditional 

love God has for them. 

 

Monday 

Those Overwhelmed by Addictions of Any Kind 

Let us pray that those overwhelmed by an addiction may 

come to know that they are not alone in their struggle, 

reaching out for assistance and becoming aware that the 

Lord is with them always. 

 

Tuesday 

Unity and Peace  in our Country and Communities 

Let us pray that each of us will work to bring about peace 

in our world, striving to end violence and restore the unity 

that makes us one in Christ and with each other. 

 

Wednesday 

Protection of All Life 

Let us pray that, as followers of Christ, we will defend life 

from conception to natural death, always working to bring 

about a deeper respect for the dignity of all life. 

 

Thursday 

All Those Working to Bring an End to the Pandemic 

Let us pray that the Lord will give strength and wisdom to 

all those working to end the Covid-19 pandemic, bringing 

them the perseverance they need during this most challeng-

ing time. 

 

Friday 

The Homeless 

Let us pray that those who are homeless will have assis-

tance in finding shelter, food, and the basic essentials that 

they need to sustain themselves as the winter months ap-

proach. 

 

Saturday 

The Intercession of Our Blessed Mother 

Let us pray that today and every day we will seek the inter-

cession of Our Blessed Mother for those in need, those 

struggling with faith, for unity within our families and com-

munities, and hearts faithful to her son Jesus. 

Memories 

Does anyone have any significant memories of the history 

of St. Benedict? Did any dignitaries visit the church or the 

school? We are trying to put together a picture of St. Bene-

dict from a historical perspective. Any memories you have 

will be helpful. Please contact the rectory by phone or 

email. Thank you! 

Message from Tiger’s Den Food Pantry 

 

Dear St. Benedict parishioners: 

 

To be perfectly honest, I am amazed and humbled to see 

how strongly you support Tiger’s Den Food Pantry. Month 

after month, you generously supply us with food and mone-

tary donations. I wish I could see each one of you in person 

to thank you. You are an incredibly kind community of peo-

ple. 

 

Sincerely, 

Carolyn Catalano 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK 

SATURDAY October 3 

4:00pm Confession 

5:00pm Mass 

 

SUNDAY October 4 

8:00am Mass 

10:00am Mass 

11:30am Blessing of the Animals, Eggert Rd Parking Lot 

       

MONDAY October 5 

7:00am Mass 

 

TUESDAY October 6 

7:00am Mass 

 

WEDNESDAY October 7 

7:00am Mass 

7:00pm Roundtable, Facebook Live 

 

THURSDAY October 8 

7:00am Mass 

 

FRIDAY October 9 

7:00am  Mass 

 

SATURDAY October 10 

4:00pm Confession 

5:00pm Mass 

 

SUNDAY October 11 

8:00am Mass 

10:00am Mass 

MASS INTENTIONS                                                                                          

Saturday, October 3 Weekday 

5:00pm   Francis Scheda req.: Ruth Scheda 

           Living & Deceased Fathers 

 

Sunday, October 4 Twenty-Seventh Sunday 

   in Ordinary Time 

8:00am   Eileen Courtade req.: Jim & Dolores Byron   

 

10:00am Audrey Easton req.:  Sharon Henel & Family  

          Living & Deceased Mothers 

 

Monday, October 5 Weekday 

7:00am   Special Intention  

 

Tuesday, October 6 Weekday 

7:00am   Chester Kopin req.: Marion Kopin 

  

Wednesday, October 7 Our Lady of the Rosary 

7:00am   Kirk Webster req.: Pat Webster 

                                                                                                                             

Thursday, October 8 Weekday 

7:00am   Gail Bernadette Torgerson req.: Veronica Kirk 

 

Friday, October 9 Weekday 

7:00am  Neil Riley req.: Teresa & Dennis Johnson 

                                                              

Saturday, October 10 Weekday 

5:00pm   Harry Baier req.: Family 

          For the People of St. Benedict 

 

Sunday, October 11 Twenty-Eighth Sunday 

   in Ordinary Time 

8:00am  Rosary Altar & 

         Holy Name Societies  

         

10:00am Anna Lesniak req.: Family 

          Living & Deceased Mothers 

Food Pantry Needs 

Thank you for your continued generosity to Tiger's Den 

Food Pantry, which serves people in our own community. 

The pantry continues to maintain its open hours and the 

need for food is compounded with so many people not 

working to protect their own and everyone else’s health. 

 

Current highlighted needs for October are paper towels, 

Kleenex tissue, Spaghetti sauce, and Gluten-free prod-

ucts. 

 

Donations can be dropped off in the boxes in the church 

entrances or to the rectory door during business hours. From 

the pantry staff to St. Ben’s: Thanks for being a friend to 

Tiger’s Den! 

Mass Intention Requests 

Mass intentions are a wonderful way for us to remember 

our beloved deceased and keep them in our prayers. We 

have Masses available throughout the year. Each Mass is 

$15. If you would like to request a Mass, please call the 

rectory at 834-1041. Mass cards are available, as well. 

St. Benedict’s 100th Anniversary  

Commemorative Ornament 

Now is the perfect time to pick up your St. Benedict com-

memorative ornament. Each piece is beautifully crafted and 

will make a perfect addition to any tree. 

Don’t miss your chance to add this lovely 

piece of history to your family tradition. 

Ornaments are available for purchase at 

the rectory during normal business hours. 

Only $10 a piece. 

Financial Facts 

Weekend of September 27, 2020 

Weekly Offertory: $7,862.41 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Road to Renewal 

If you want to learn more about the Diocesan initiative, 

Road to Renewal, you can visit www.roadtorenewal.org. 

There, you can see frequently asked questions, press re-

leases, and letters. You are also encouraged to take a survey 

to make sure your voice is heard. 
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Century ArchitecturalCentury Architectural
 Sheet Metal LLC Sheet Metal LLC

Residential Roofing• Copper Work - • Slate
Bus 716-873-0655Bus 716-873-0655

1901 Niagara St. • Buffalo, NY 14207
 Michael Zink Rich Kraft Michael Zink Rich Kraft
 812-0954 380-0711 812-0954 380-0711

(formerly of Peter W. Eberz & Son)

NETH & SON, INC.
Celebrating Over 45 years in Business

685-3539
Licensed & Insured

www.nethandson.com

• Roofing
• Windows

THIS SPACE IS

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1017

St. Benedict Parish
www.saintbenedicts.com

David P. Croglio, DDS  
General  Dentistry  

2503 Kensington  Avenue, Snyder  
One block south of Main Street  

839-2820  

 Nicholas Reinhart
 

Parishioner

 207-2352
 www.reinhartlandscaping.com

Providing Quality Lawn Care,
Landscaping and Maintenance

SNOW PLOWING
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE



Third Generation Plumbing 
• Repairs • Remodeling 

• Hot Water Tanks • Sump Pumps 
 • Sewer & Drain Cleaning 

• Faucets • Fixtures 
Licensed Master Plumber 

837-1575  

3T & Open MRI, X-Ray/Fluoro, Ultrasound, 
128 Slice CT, Biopsies, Mammo & Bone Density

Colleen Burns, Parishioner 

 4925 Main St. 839-3333

John D. Huck Inc.

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1017

THIS SPACE IS

 Honoring Over 129 Years of Faith, Family and Friends
 Pre-Planning • Medicaid Needs • Cremation

 The Dietrich Funeral Home, Inc. 
 A Million Questions? One Answer.
 2480 Kensington Ave., Amherst, NY 14226  •  839-2818  •  www.TheDietrichFuneralHome.com

PERSONAL INJURY AND SENIOR LAW SERVICES
Joseph Gervase, Attorney

– Parishioner –

	 819-1118	Office	 835-1857	Home

I	have	recovered	millions	for	
persons	injured	in	auto	and	
construction	accidents,	slips
and	falls,	malpractice	claims

	•	Medicaid	Planning
I	have	saved	clients	millions	of	dollars	

in	nursing	home	costs.
•	Wills	and	Trusts		•	Guardianships
•	Nursing	Home	Neglect	and	Abuse

•	Real	Estate

Lombardo
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907 
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  

• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995  
Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  

(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; may be required by cemetery)  

• Direct Cremation $899 
New Location:  4614 Main St. (Near Harlem Rd.) • Snyder

839-7100
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

Contact Joseph Meyers to place an ad today! 
jmeyers@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6470

Assisted Living • Affordable Memory Care
Beautiful full-sized Chapel with daily services
410 Mill Street • Williamsville, NY 14221

For a tour or more information;
call Jane at: 

716-632-3000

 3070 Delaware Avenue, Kenmore, NY
 873.7825
 www.DenglerRobertsPernaFuneral.com

DENGLER, ROBERTS, PERNA PERNA FUNERAL HOME
Honoring Memories, Celebrating Lives


