
MASS SCHEDULE:  
Saturday 5:00pm  

Sunday 8:00am and 10:00am  
 

WEEKDAY:  
7:00am M-F 

 

CONFESSION:  
Saturdays from 4:00 to 4:30pm  

 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday -Friday, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.  

Other times by appointment.  

 
Rev. Msgr. Robert E. Zapfel, S.T.D. 

 
Parish Mission Statement: 

Saint Benedict Parish: An environment for hearing God’s 
word, for growth in the Christian life, for dialogue, 
proclamation, charitable outreach, and celebration.  
 
BAPTISMS: Are celebrated at most weekend 
Masses.  Please contact Andrew Pitisi, 836-6444, to schedule 
an appointment, answer questions and preparations. 
 
MARRIAGES: Registered parishioners who have been 
members of our Saturday / Sunday worshiping community for 
at least 3 months are asked to notify the rectory at least 6 
months prior to planned wedding day. A marriage preparation 
course is required for all couples. 
 
SICK CALLS: Anytime. Call the rectory as soon as 
possible. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS : We welcome all who wish to 
join our parish. Please speak with Andrew Pitisi before or 
after a weekend mass to register. If you have questions, please 
call the rectory.  
 
LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION : We gladly 
issue letters of recommendation for registered parishioners 
who have been asked to be sponsors at Baptism or 
Confirmation, provided they meet the following criteria: 

• Attend Mass regularly. 

• Have been confirmed. 

• If married, have done so in conformity with the laws of the 
Church. 

• Are sending their children to Catholic school or religious 
instructions. 

Welcome 
You are a stranger but once. You are a child of God, redeemed by Our Savior, Jesus Christ. In God’s name, we 

welcome you. May you find friendship, peace and serenity in our loving and worshipping community. If you are a 
visitor interested in joining our parish community or the Catholic Faith, please call the parish office (834-1041)  

If you are returning after being away… welcome home! 

SAINT  
1317 Eggert Road 

Amherst, NY 14226 
716-834-1041 

www.saintbenedicts.com 

October 25, 2020 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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SAINT BENEDICT DIRECTORY 

 
Rectory: 
Office ........................................................................... 834-1041  
Parish Email ................................... rectory@saintbenedicts.com 
Parish Fax .................................................................... 835-5949 
Administrator: Rev. Msgr. Robert E. Zapfel, S.T.D. ... 834-1041 
Business Manager: Dawn M. Cahill  .............. 834-1041 ext 301 
 Email ...................................... dcahill@saintbenedicts.com 
Administrative Asst.: Rachel Hoff .................. 834-1041 ext 303 
       Email .......................................... rhoff@saintbenedicts.com 

Engagement & Development Coordinator: 

 Sydney Thomas 

 Email……………………….sthomas@saintbenedicts.com 

School: 
Office ........................................................................... 835-2518 
Principal: Mary Alice Bagwell ....................... 835-2518 ext 201 
           Email…………………...mbagwell@saintbenedicts.com 
Nurse: Mrs. Melinda Kraus ............................ 835-2518 ext 203 
Tuition: Leanne Antonucci…...lantonucci@saintbenedicts.com 
Extended Day Program: Shawn Kaznica  .................... 444-8248 
          Email .............................................. skaznica@le3-inc.org 

Lifelong Faith Formation: 
Office ........................................................................... 836-6444 
Faith Formation & Youth Ministry: Andrew Pitisi 

 Email: ..................................... apitisi@saintbenedicts.com 

Organizations: 
Altar Servers:  Dee Wood ............................................ 710-7028 
        Email: ................................................. ddkins@verizon.net 
Bereavement Committee: Elaine Wendel .................... 834-1041 
Eucharistic Ministers: Dolores Byron .......................... 833-8030 
Holy Name Society: Andrew Rotola ........................... 833-5644 
Ladies of Charity: Mickey Delaney ............................. 832-9230 
Lectors: Ruth Scheda ................................................... 834-9149 
Music Director: Maria Chomicka ................................ 472-6018 
        Email .............................. mchomicka@saintbenedicts.com 
Nurse Ministry: Carol Mathner ................................... 633-1693 
Home School Association:  Beth Porterfield ............... 835-2518 
                                             Christa Bebak .................. 835-2518 
        Email: ....................................... HSA@saintbenedicts.com 
Respect Life Committee .............................................. 834-1041 
Rosary Altar Society: Dolores Byron .......................... 833-8030 
                                     Mary Long ...................... long@ecc.edu 
St. Vincent de Paul: Marion Kopin .............................. 238-3204 
Senior Citizens: Andrew Rotola .................................. 833-5644 
School Board: Alice Russ ............................................ 834-6207 
Ushers: Leonard Swiat ................................................. 835-4625 

Pastoral Council and Officers: 
President: Christopher Henel ....................................... 984-7197 
Trustees: Amy Bradley, Christopher Flynn 

 

 

MINISTRIES FOR THE SICK 

If someone is having surgery and would like the Sacrament of 
the Sick, please contact the rectory to make arrangements with 
one of the priests. In an emergency please do not hesitate to 
call the rectory day or night.  

Our Call to Holiness 
Why do we never speak of prophets today? St. Paul lists 
“prophet” as the second greatest gift of the Spirit. The role 
of the prophet is to call out the truth among a believing peo-
ple; to have the capacity for self-criticism; to love some-
thing so much that you call forth a vision of a greater holi-
ness. 
 
I may have shared these thoughts before, but they seem 
more relevant today than ever. Most prophets would have 
preferred to do something else. Amos wanted out. Jeremiah 
protested that he was too young. Jonah tried to run away. 
The prophetic person, church, or institution is always at the 
edge, but still on the inside calling forth truth. A prophetic 
gift demands real maturity, spiritual intelligence, and a will-
ingness to stand in the crossfire, taking it from both sides, 
so that the Church will be called continually to renewal in 
Christ. We must pray for the charisms of prophets to find 
their place in our midst and we must listen to what they tell 
us - even when their message is not what we want to hear. 
 
Do our parishes, preaching, liturgies, leadership, and all our 
programs lead us to spiritual transformation? An authentic 
search for God does not come about just because we belong 
to the church. The voice of the prophet will invite us to an 
authentic search for God, leading us, challenging us to be 
once again renewed in Christ. We are often content to be 
joined to the temporary and not the eternal, to what can be 
tangible like a program or building, instead of what is ever-
lasting. The faith and challenges of the prophetic parishion-
ers in our midst will keep before our eyes the true goal of 
the journey: to be made anew in Christ each and every day. 
Let the prophet speak and act in our midst! 

Health and Wellness Corner 
10 Tips for Family Caregivers 

 
1. Caregiving is a job. You have the right to respite. Re-

ward yourself with respite breaks. 
 
2. Watch for signs of depression. Seek professional help 
 when you need it. 
 
3. When people offer to help, accept the offer. 
 
4. Educate yourself about your loved one’s condition. 
 
5. Be open to technologies and ideas that promote your 
 loved one’s independence. 
 
6. Trust your instincts. They will lead you in the right di
 rection. 
 
7. Be good to your back. Be careful in lifting and pulling. 
 
8. Grieve for your losses, then allow yourself to dream 
 new dreams. 
 
9. Seek support from other caregivers. There are others 
 out there. 
 
10. Stand up for your rights as a caregiver and a citizen. 
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NEWS & EVENTS 

OUR COMMUNITY OUR NEIGHBORS 

Mount St. Mary Academy Fall Fest 
Mount St. Mary’s Academy invites middle school girls to 
attend its annual Fall Fun Night, which offers safe in-
person and virtual activities. This reimagined event on Oc-
tober 30th is free, but requires pre-registration. Contact 
Elizabeth Suchan-Reitz, Admissions Director, at 716-877-
1358 ext. 413 and esuchan-reitz@msmacademy.org for 
additional information, or register online at  
msmacademy.org/admissions/fallfest/. 

Hope in the Darkness: 
Depression & Suicide in a Pandemic 

Are you or someone you know suffering from anxiety or 
depression in these Covid days? Don’t know where to turn 
for emotional or spiritual help? Help parishioners cope and 
manage their mental health with the help of their Catholic 
faith. Join Catholic psychotherapist Dan Lawson on Octo-
ber 28 at 6:30 pm live at St. Martin of Tours, 1140 Abbott 
Rd., Buffalo or livestreaming on St. Martin of Tours Buffa-
lo Facebook.  
 
To register to attend the free presentation, call 823-7077.  
 
For more information, contact Dawn Iacono at: 
diacono@stmartinbuffalo.com. 

Christmas Luncheon 
St. Benedict Rosary Altar Society is sponsoring a Christmas 
Luncheon and Theme Basket Auction to which everyone is 
welcome on Saturday, December 5, 2020 at Sean Patrick’s, 
3480 Millersport Highway, Getzville. Doors open at 11:00 
and lunch will be served at 12:30. All seats assigned for 
$25. Make checks payable to: St. Benedict RAS. Choose 
your entrée: Bruschetta style Haddock, Chicken Cordon 
Bleu or Stuffed Pork Chop. For reservations, contact Mary 
Carrol, 836-0056 by Friday, November 27. Call Kathy 
Sieracki, 838-4792 to donate theme baskets and prizes. 
Wear your mask and favorite holiday attire and receive one 
complimentary split club ticket. 

Candlelight Vigil Mass 
There will be a Candlelight Vigil Mass of Remembrance 
for the for the souls of the faithful departed on Wednesday, 
November 4 at 6:30pm at St. Gregory the Great, 250 St. 
Gregory Court in Williamsville. 

FIAT 
St. Gregory the Great Parish would like to invite you to 
FIAT, a monthly Eucharistic Conference. Please join us for 
an evening of Eucharistic Adoration, faith-filled presenta-
tions, powerful music, and prayer ministry. Check out 
stgregs.org/fiat. Our guest speaker for November will be 
Fr. Peter Santandreu, Pastoral Associate of St. Amelia Par-
ish. Come with an open heart to meet out Lord. Just as 
Mary said ‘Yes’ to the will of God, this is an opportunity 
for you to also say ‘Yes’ to the Lord and allow Him to be-
come real in your life! FIAT is open to everyone, young 
and old alike. Our next night will be Saturday, November 
14 at 7:00 PM in the church. 

Rosary Altar Society Meeting 
The Rosary Altar Society will meet on Monday, November 
9th in the cafeteria. Recitation of the rosary will begin at 
6:45, and a business meeting will be next. Tickets for the 
Christmas Luncheon on December 5th will be available. A 
presentation by Father Joe Gatto will follow. Everyone is 
invited to attend. For everyone’s safety, be sure to bring 
your mask. 

RCIA 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 

During the course of the last several months, parishioners 
from both St. Leo the Great and St. Benedict’s have been 
gathering to prayerfully put into place a process for those 
who may be interested in learning more about the Catholic 
faith, joining the Church, or are in need of a sacrament. If 
you or anyone you know is contemplating developing in 
faith, please consider calling the parish office for further 
information and the team would be happy to speak with you 
about your particular circumstances. Let us pray for one 
another. 

Blood Drive 
November 14th from 9 AM - 3 PM at the Church of Nativi-
ty, 1530 Colvin Boulevard, Tonawanda, NY 14223. St. 
Benedict’s Young Adults are co-sponsoring a blood drive 
in memory of Megan Santa Croce, one of our young adults 
who passed away from cancer two years ago. If you are 
able to donate blood, please sign up online (link can be 
found on our St. Benedict website) or you can come during 
the scheduled hours of the drive. 

Novena for Peace 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During this challenging time of uncertainty, we will join 
together in praying a Novena for Peace - peace in our coun-
try, our world, and communities. We will begin on Monday, 
October 26th up to Election Day, November 3rd. We will 
start and end the Novena in person at St. Benedict’s Church, 
Monday the 26th at 7:00 p.m. - you are invited to attend in 
person. The prayers for the other days of the novena will be 
posted each morning on both St. Benedict’s and St. Leo’s 
websites and Facebook pages. 
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Faith Formation 
Youth & Young Adult Ministry 

 
The next Confirmation meeting is Sunday, October 25th 
from 10:00am to 12:30pm. All confirmation candidates are 
expected to attend. Registration is still available online. 
 
The date for First Reconciliation will be November 19th. 
On November 1st, after the 10:00am Mass, there will be an 
informational/refresher class. This class will only be held in
-person, not online. All social distancing protocols will be in 
place. Please remember to wear a mask. 
 
Contact me with any questions or concerns. 

- Andrew Pitisi 
apitisi@saintbenedicts.com 

716-834-6444 

Weekly Prayer Intentions 
 

Sunday 
Those Struggling with Faith 

Let us pray that the Lord will make himself known to 
those struggling with faith in a special and personal 
way, so that their hearts and minds will be open to the 
unconditional love God has for them. 
 

Monday 
Those Overwhelmed by Addictions of Any Kind 

Let us pray that those overwhelmed by an addiction 
may come to know that they are not alone in their 
struggle, reaching out for assistance and becoming 
aware that the Lord is with them always. 
 

Tuesday 
Unity and Peace in our Country and Communities 

Let us pray that each of us will work to bring about 
peace in our world, striving to end violence and restore 
the unity that makes us one in Christ and with each 
other. 
 

Wednesday 
Protection of All Life 

Let us pray that, as followers of Christ, we will defend 
life from conception to natural death, always working 
to bring about a deeper respect for the dignity of all 
life. 
 

Thursday 
All Those Working to Bring an End to the Pandemic 

Let us pray that the Lord will give strength and wis-
dom to all those working to end the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, bringing them the perseverance they need during 
this most challenging time. 
 

Friday 
The Homeless 

Let us pray that those who are homeless will have as-
sistance in finding shelter, food, and the basic essen-
tials that they need to sustain themselves as the winter 
months approach. 
 

Saturday 
The Intercession of Our Blessed Mother 

Let us pray that today and every day we will seek the 
intercession of Our Blessed Mother for those in need, 
those struggling with faith, for unity within our fami-
lies and communities, and hearts faithful to her son 
Jesus. 

Road to Renewal 
If you want to learn more about the Diocesan initiative, 
Road to Renewal, you can visit www.roadtorenewal.org. 
There, you can see frequently asked questions, press releas-
es, and letters. You can also fill out a survey to make sure 
your voice is heard. 

Thank You from Catholic Charities 
With your support in 2019, Catholic Charities impact-
ed more than 2,137 individuals and family members in 
your immediate community. 1,269 of these lives were 
children under 18. We hope to continue making a dif-
ference for Eggertsville in Erie County. 
 
In 2019, the contributions from St. Benedict Parish to 
the Appeal helped provide many essential services to 
those who need it most in our community. 
 
These services include: 
 Children’s Services 
 Food Pantries 
 Senior Services 
 Ladies of Charity 
 Monsignor Carr Institute 
 Education and Job Readiness 
 Basic/Emergency Assistance 
 Immigration and Refugee Assistance 
 Marriage Counseling 
 
Many thanks to Rev. Msgr. Robert E. Zapfel and Ruth 
Scheda for their commitment and dedication to the 
2020 Appeal. 
 
Thank you to all who generously contributed to the 
Appeal with your financial and spiritual support! 

Help Wanted 
Classroom Assistant 

St. Benedict School is looking for someone to assist the 
teacher in the classroom with various activities. They are 
looking for someone who enjoys working with young chil-
dren. Hours are Monday - Friday 7:30am - 3:00pm. Please 
contact the school office at 716-835-2518. 
 
COVID-19 considerations: To keep both students and 
staff safe, we sanitize throughout the school day. Masks are 
worn by students and staff. 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK 
 
SATURDAY October 24 
4:00pm Confession 
5:00pm Mass 
 
SUNDAY October 25 
8:00am Mass 
10:00am Mass 
11:00am Confirmation Meeting, Sanctuary 
   
MONDAY October 26 
7:00am Mass 
7:00pm Novena for Peace begins, Sanctuary 
 
TUESDAY October 27 
7:00am Mass 
 
WEDNESDAY October 28 
7:00am Mass 
 
THURSDAY October 29 
7:00am Mass 
 
FRIDAY October 30 
7:00am Mass 
 
SATURDAY October 31 
4:00pm Confession 
5:00pm Mass 
 
SUNDAY November 1 
8:00am Mass 
    Memorial Mass sponsored by Bereavement Committee 
10:00am Mass 
11:00am Reconciliation Info Meeting, Sanctuary 

MASS INTENTIONS                                          
                       
                                      
Saturday, October 24 Weekday 
5:00pm   Noreen DeAeth req.: Halt Family 
           Living & Deceased Fathers 
 
Sunday, October 25 Thirtieth Sunday 
   in Ordinary Time 
8:00am   Robert P. Huben req.: Huben & Polino 
   Families 
 
10:00am  Fred Muraco  req.: Wife & Family 
           Living & Deceased Mothers 
 
Monday, October 26 Weekday 
7:00am   Joseph Kwiatkowski req.: Family  
 
Tuesday, October 27 Weekday 
7:00am   John Windringer req.: Elizabeth Windringer 
  
Wednesday, October 28 Sts. Simon & Jude, 
   Apostles 
7:00am   Dottie & Roy Lebel req.: The Dean Family 
                                                                                                                             
Thursday, October 29 Weekday 
7:00am   Otilia & Leon Etienne req.: J. Etienne 
 
Friday, October 30 Weekday 
7:00am   Eugene C. Tenney req.: Family 
                                                              
Saturday, October 31  Weekday 
5:00pm   Robert Baier  req.: Wife, Corrinne 
          Living & Deceased Fathers 
 
Sunday, November 1 All Saints Day 
8:00am   Memorial Mass req.: Bereavement Committee 
 
10:00am Mary Vinal req.: Jay & Amy Roeder 
          Living & Deceased Mothers 

Mass Intention Requests 
Mass intentions are a wonderful way for us to remember 
our beloved deceased and keep them in our prayers. We 
have Masses available throughout the year. Each Mass is 
$15 and they are available at the rectory during normal 
business hours. Mass cards are available as well.  

Food Pantry Needs 
Thank you for your continued generosity to Tiger’s Den 
Food Pantry, which serves people in our own community. 
The pantry continues to maintain its open hours and the 
need for food is compounded with so many people not 
working to protect their own and everyone else’s health. 
 
Current highlighted needs for October are sugar, 
canned soups, and shampoo. 
 
Donations can be dropped off in the boxes in the church 
entrances or to the rectory door during business hours. 
From the pantry staff to St. Ben’s: Thanks for being a friend 
to Tiger’s Den! 

Financial Facts 
Weekend of October 18, 2020 
Weekly Offertory: $7,603.02 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Commemorative Ornaments 
We only turn 100 once! Be sure to pick up the St. Benedict 
100th Anniversary Ornament while you still 
can. Make this Christmas extra special by 
adding a beautiful, gold-plated ornament to 
your tree. Each ornament is only $10 and 
can be picked up at the rectory during nor-
mal hours. Call 834-1041 for more infor-
mation or just stop by. 

USCCB 
Looking for more ways to get involved? Voting is just one 
way to use your voice to make a difference. Check out all 
the resources from the USCCB at: 
https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/home 
 
There you will find ways to get involved in diverse and im-
portant issues of our day. 
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Century ArchitecturalCentury Architectural
 Sheet Metal LLC Sheet Metal LLC

Residential Roofing• Copper Work - • Slate
Bus 716-873-0655Bus 716-873-0655

1901 Niagara St. • Buffalo, NY 14207
 Michael Zink Rich Kraft Michael Zink Rich Kraft
 812-0954 380-0711 812-0954 380-0711

(formerly of Peter W. Eberz & Son)

NETH & SON, INC.
Celebrating Over 45 years in Business

685-3539
Licensed & Insured

www.nethandson.com

• Roofing
• Windows

THIS SPACE IS

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1017

St. Benedict Parish
www.saintbenedicts.com

David P. Croglio, DDS  
General  Dentistry  

2503 Kensington  Avenue, Snyder  
One block south of Main Street  

839-2820  

 Nicholas Reinhart
 

Parishioner

 207-2352
 www.reinhartlandscaping.com

Providing Quality Lawn Care,
Landscaping and Maintenance

SNOW PLOWING
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE



Third Generation Plumbing 
• Repairs • Remodeling 

• Hot Water Tanks • Sump Pumps 
 • Sewer & Drain Cleaning 

• Faucets • Fixtures 
Licensed Master Plumber 

837-1575  

3T & Open MRI, X-Ray/Fluoro, Ultrasound, 
128 Slice CT, Biopsies, Mammo & Bone Density

Colleen Burns, Parishioner 

 4925 Main St. 839-3333

John D. Huck Inc.

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1017

THIS SPACE IS

 Honoring Over 129 Years of Faith, Family and Friends
 Pre-Planning • Medicaid Needs • Cremation

 The Dietrich Funeral Home, Inc. 
 A Million Questions? One Answer.
 2480 Kensington Ave., Amherst, NY 14226  •  839-2818  •  www.TheDietrichFuneralHome.com

PERSONAL INJURY AND SENIOR LAW SERVICES
Joseph Gervase, Attorney

– Parishioner –

	 819-1118	Office	 835-1857	Home

I	have	recovered	millions	for	
persons	injured	in	auto	and	
construction	accidents,	slips
and	falls,	malpractice	claims

	•	Medicaid	Planning
I	have	saved	clients	millions	of	dollars	

in	nursing	home	costs.
•	Wills	and	Trusts		•	Guardianships
•	Nursing	Home	Neglect	and	Abuse

•	Real	Estate

Lombardo
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907 
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  

• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995  
Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  

(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; may be required by cemetery)  

• Direct Cremation $899 
New Location:  4614 Main St. (Near Harlem Rd.) • Snyder

839-7100
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

Contact Joseph Meyers to place an ad today! 
jmeyers@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6470

Assisted Living • Affordable Memory Care
Beautiful full-sized Chapel with daily services
410 Mill Street • Williamsville, NY 14221

For a tour or more information;
call Jane at: 

716-632-3000

 3070 Delaware Avenue, Kenmore, NY
 873.7825
 www.DenglerRobertsPernaFuneral.com

DENGLER, ROBERTS, PERNA PERNA FUNERAL HOME
Honoring Memories, Celebrating Lives


