
MASS SCHEDULE:  
Saturday 5:00pm  

Sunday 8:00am and 10:00am  
 

WEEKDAY:  
7:00am M-F 

 
CONFESSION:  

Saturdays from 4:00 to 4:30pm  
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday -Friday, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.  

Other times by appointment.  

 
Rev. Msgr. Robert E. Zapfel, S.T.D. 

 
Parish Mission Statement: 

Saint Benedict Parish: An environment for hearing God’s 
word, for growth in the Christian life, for dialogue, 
proclamation, charitable outreach, and celebration.  
 
BAPTISMS: Are celebrated at most weekend 
Masses.  Please contact Andrew Pitisi, 836-6444, to schedule 
an appointment, answer questions and preparations. 
 
MARRIAGES: Registered parishioners who have been 
members of our Saturday / Sunday worshiping community for 
at least 3 months are asked to notify the rectory at least 6 
months prior to planned wedding day. A marriage preparation 
course is required for all couples. 
 
SICK CALLS: Anytime. Call the rectory as soon as 
possible. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS : We welcome all who wish to 
join our parish. Please speak with Andrew Pitisi before or 
after a weekend mass to register. If you have questions, please 
call the rectory.  
 
LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION : We gladly 
issue letters of recommendation for registered parishioners 
who have been asked to be sponsors at Baptism or 
Confirmation, provided they meet the following criteria: 
· Attend Mass regularly. 
· Have been confirmed. 
· If married, have done so in conformity with the laws of the 

Church. 
· Are sending their children to Catholic school or religious 

instructions. 

Welcome 
You are a stranger but once. You are a child of God, redeemed by Our Savior, Jesus Christ. In God’s name, we 

welcome you. May you find friendship, peace and serenity in our loving and worshipping community. If you are a 
visitor interested in joining our parish community or the Catholic Faith, please call the parish office (834-1041)  

If you are returning after being away… welcome home! 

SAINT  1317 Eggert Road 
Amherst, NY 14226 

716-834-1041 
www.saintbenedicts.com 

November 22, 2020 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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 SAINT BENEDICT DIRECTORY 

 
Rectory: 
Office ........................................................................... 834-1041  
Parish Email ................................... rectory@saintbenedicts.com 
Parish Fax .................................................................... 835-5949 
Administrator: Rev. Msgr. Robert E. Zapfel, S.T.D. ... 834-1041 
Business Manager: Dawn M. Cahill  .............. 834-1041 ext 301 
 Email ...................................... dcahill@saintbenedicts.com 
Administrative Asst.: Rachel Hoff .................. 834-1041 ext 303 
       Email .......................................... rhoff@saintbenedicts.com 
Engagement & Development Coordinator: 
 Sydney Thomas 
 Email……………………….sthomas@saintbenedicts.com 
School: 
Office ........................................................................... 835-2518 
Principal: Mary Alice Bagwell ....................... 835-2518 ext 201 
           Email…………………...mbagwell@saintbenedicts.com 
Nurse: Mrs. Melinda Kraus ............................ 835-2518 ext 203 
Tuition: Leanne Antonucci…...lantonucci@saintbenedicts.com 
Extended Day Program: Shawn Kaznica  .................... 444-8248 
          Email .............................................. skaznica@le3-inc.org 
Lifelong Faith Formation: 
Office ........................................................................... 836-6444 
Faith Formation & Youth Ministry: Andrew Pitisi 

 Email: ..................................... apitisi@saintbenedicts.com 
Organizations: 
Altar Servers:  Dee Wood ............................................ 710-7028 
        Email: ................................................. ddkins@verizon.net 
Bereavement Committee: Elaine Wendel .................... 834-1041 
Eucharistic Ministers: Dolores Byron .......................... 833-8030 
Holy Name Society: Andrew Rotola ........................... 833-5644 
Ladies of Charity: Mickey Delaney ............................. 832-9230 
Lectors: Ruth Scheda ................................................... 834-9149 
Music Director: Maria Chomicka ................................ 472-6018 
        Email .............................. mchomicka@saintbenedicts.com 
Nurse Ministry: Carol Mathner ................................... 633-1693 
Home School Association:  Beth Porterfield ............... 835-2518 
                                             Christa Bebak .................. 835-2518 
        Email: ....................................... HSA@saintbenedicts.com 
Respect Life Committee .............................................. 834-1041 
Rosary Altar Society: Dolores Byron .......................... 833-8030 
                                     Mary Long ...................... long@ecc.edu 
St. Vincent de Paul: Marion Kopin .............................. 238-3204 
Senior Citizens: Andrew Rotola .................................. 833-5644 
School Board: Alice Russ ............................................ 834-6207 
Ushers: Leonard Swiat ................................................. 835-4625 
Pastoral Council and Officers: 
President: Christopher Henel ....................................... 984-7197 
Trustees: Amy Bradley, Christopher Flynn 

 
 

MINISTRIES FOR THE SICK 
If someone is having surgery and would like the Sacrament of 
the Sick, please contact the rectory to make arrangements with 
one of the priests. In an emergency please do not hesitate to 
call the rectory day or night.  

Proclaiming Christ’s Kingship 
By: Fr. David Friel 

 
Jesus Christ is a matchless King. Solomon dressed in splen-
did clothes and built a magnificent temple; David led his 
army to victory in numerous battles; Pharaoh maintained an 
iron rule over the Egyptians and their Israelite slaves. Jesus, 
meanwhile, lay in a manger, shared meals with the poor and 
public sinners, and hung stripped and bloodied upon the 
Cross. Christ never looked very much like a King. 
 
Even now, the Kingship of Christ is unique, inasmuch as 
the reign of God extends throughout both heaven and earth. 
Christ’s kingdom is among us as a present reality, and yet 
beyond us as an eschatological reality. As the preface for 
the feast proclaims, the reign of God is “a kingdom of truth 
and life, a kingdom of holiness and grace, a kingdom of 
justice, love, and peace.” 
 
All Christians, by virtue of their Baptism, are subjects of 
Christ’s benevolent Kingship. In addition to the many grac-
es that flow from being Christ’s subject, this identity also 
entails responsibilities. Citizenship in the Kingdom of God 
bestows, for example, a mission. This mission is not en-
trusted solely to bishops, priests, and deacons, nor is it the 
preserve of saints, scholars, and mystics who seem beyond 
the reach of ordinary people. All followers of Christ, rather 
have a part to play in the realization of the Kingdom. 
 
One of the most significant, difficult, and all-encompassing 
missions related to the Kingdom of God, in fact, is entrust-
ed to the laity. According to the Second Vatican Council, 
the vocation of the lay faithful is to sanctify the world. In its 
dogmatic constitution on the Church, the Council teaches 
that the laity have the specific vocation of making the 
Church present and active in the world. This teaching is 
further developed in the Council’s decree on the apostolate 
of the laity, which states that laypeople fulfill their mission 
by evangelizing and sanctifying people; by their lives, the 
laity are called to permeate and perfect the temporal order 
with the spirit of the Gospel. The laity, in this vision, are 
bearers of a mission to be the salt of the earth and the light 
of the world. 
 
Sanctifying the world, therefore, is not chiefly the task of 
chanceries or committees, or curial officials. The sanctifica-
tion of the world properly belongs to the apostolate of the 
laity. This extraordinary call to discipleship remains un-
changed in every place, in every period, and in every per-
son. It is the task of the laity to 
make the Father known, to allow 
the love of Christ to shine forth, 
and to become suitable temples of 
the Holy Spirit. The proclamation 
of the Kingdom, begun by Jesus in 
the countryside of Galilee, is ex-
tended through time and space by 
the Church, with particular reli-
ance upon the gifts and zeal of her 
lay members. 
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NEWS & EVENTS 
OUR COMMUNITY OUR NEIGHBORS 

RCIA 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 

During the course of the last several months, parishioners 
from both St. Leo the Great and St. Benedict’s have been 
gathering to prayerfully put into place a process for those 
who may be interested in learning more about the Catholic 
faith, joining the Church, or are in need of a sacrament. If 
you or anyone you know is contemplating developing in 
faith, please consider calling the parish office for further 
information and the team would be happy to speak with you 
about your particular circumstances. Let us pray for one 
another. 

Parish Facebook Page 
 

www.facebook.com/StBenedictsAmherst 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Even though we are back to having public Masses, our staff 
is still working hard to keep our Facebook Page updated 
and vibrant. We are always looking for new ways to keep 
the Facebook page engaging and growing. If you have any 
ideas on how we can improve our content, please don’t hes-
itate to contact us.  
 
If you haven’t already liked our Facebook page, visit us and 
click the like button. Our goal is to reach 1,000 likes. Will 
you be the 1,000th person? 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
If you or anyone you know is struggling with alcoholism, 
please visit the Alcoholics Anonymous website: 
 

www.buffaloaany.org 
 
On this website, you will find several links to information 
about AA, as well as meeting information. There are meet-
ings available through virtual technology due to the current 
Covid19 Pandemic. 

Nativity Sets on Display 
Fr. Roy Herberger will have 300 nativity sets from 58 
countries on display at the Fatima Shrine in Lewiston dur-
ing their “Festival of Lights.”  
 
It will be open to the public from 5:00pm - 9:00pm every 
night from November 20th to January 
3rd (except for Thanksgiving, Christ-
mas, and New Year’s Eve).  
 
If you have any questions, contact Fr. 
Roy at 716-852-2076 or  
royhope@aol.com. 

Holy Hour 
Join us for a Holy Hour of prayer and music at St. Benedict 
Church on Monday, November 23rd at 6:30 PM. 
 
As we enter into Thanksgiving and Advent, let us take some 
time to give thanks to God for His many blessings. Fr. Joe 
and our St. Ben’s musicians will be leading the evening. All 
are welcome! You can also watch and pray with us online 
on our St. Benedict Facebook page and Youtube channel. 

Art & Advent Retreat 
A special retreat, Art & Advent, will be offered on each 
Monday during Advent at St. Leo the Great Parish. This 
retreat will be available both in-person and online. Each 
week will feature a guided reflection on a famous art piece 
with music and scripture. 
 

Our first retreat night will be: 
Monday, November 30 at 7:00 PM 

The Show Must Go On(line) 
Mount St. Mary Academy will host its annual fall musical 
in a unique, reimagined way. The Show Must Go On(line) 
is a virtually streamed, revue-style production that includes 
songs and dance numbers from some of Broadway’s most 
beloved shows. The show will be available for online view-
ing on December 4 and 5 at 7:00 PM. Gather close family 
and friends and virtually stream this production from any-
where! For more information, visit our website and pur-
chase your ticket today! 
 

msmacademy.org/the-show-must-go-online/ 
 

Advocacy in the Palm of Your Hand 
You now have the tools to make your voice heard to your 
elected officials right in the palm of your hand. The Catho-
lic Action Network (CAN) can text critical advocacy alerts 
directly to your smartphone, with links to quickly send mes-
sages to your elected officials on urgent issues of the day.  
 
To sign up, just text the word “CAN” to 50457. You’ll im-
mediately receive a one-time link to complete your registra-
tion, which is free. Please consider signing up today. 
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Weekly Prayer Intentions 
 

Sunday 
Those Elected to Public Office 

Let us pray for those elected to public office that they 
will work to unite our country and understand that be-
ing called to serve in public office means working to 
bring about a more just society. 
 

Monday 
Struggling Businesses 

Let us pray that during this difficult economic time 
businesses will be able to persevere, providing work 
for their employees, and providing service to our com-
munities during this most challenging time. 
 

Tuesday 
Ministers of the Gospel 

Let us pray for all who work to proclaim the Gospel, 
that they will not lose heart and they will come to 
know the full love and guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Wednesday 
The Lonely and Depressed 

Let us pray for all those who find themselves alone 
and isolated during this pandemic, that they will come 
to know that they are never alone, and they will expe-
rience the comforting love and presence of our God. 
 

Thursday 
For the Souls in Purgatory 

Let us pray that through our prayers the souls in Pur-
gatory may be brought home to the eternal Kingdom 
of Heaven. 
 

Friday 
The Intercession of All Saints 

Let us pray that all the saints, the holy ones of God, 
who have lived the life of faith and now live in the 
presence of God, will be our example and hope. 
 

Saturday 
The Diocese of Buffalo 

Let us pray for a shepherd after the example of the 
Good Shepherd as we await the appointment of a new 
bishop. 

Looking for Volunteers to Sew 
Do you know how to sew? Would you be interested in sew-
ing baptismal baby bibs? The designs are simple and all 
materials would be provided. If you are interested, please 
contact the rectory at 834-1041. Thank you! 

Commemorative Ornaments 
We will be selling our special centennial anniversary orna-
ments during Masses this weekend. Please see Sydney 
Thomas if you would like to purchase one. Each ornament 
is only $10. 
 
Make this Christmas extra special by adding a beautiful, 
gold-plated ornament to your tree.  
 
You can also purchase the ornament at the rec-
tory. Call 834-1041 for more information or 
just stop by. 

Health & Wellness Corner 
 

November is American Diabetes Month 
 
Catholic Health is offering a Diabetes Self-Education Pro-
gram for those living with Diabetes, newly diagnosed, or 
those having difficulty controlling their Diabetes. 
 
Virtual classes are a three part series: Dec. 1, Dec. 8, and 
Dec. 15th from 9:00am to 11:30am. 
 
Register by calling Health Connections at 716-447-6205. 

 
 
 
 

We would like to express a heartfelt thank you to Meghan 
Mullen and the Schratz family for donating $2,000 to the 
St. Benedict School Scholarship fund for families in need. 
We are so grateful for your generosity and support for 
Catholic education. 

Our Call to Holiness 
In the next several months, we are going to celebrate nu-
merous feasts, occasions, and seasons that will speak to us 
about the countless ways in which our God comes to us. 
This weekend, Solemnity of Christ the King, then immedi-
ately after ending the liturgical year, we begin again with 
Advent. Our hearts are moved to anticipate the coming of 
our savior. Christmas and Bethlehem, Epiphany and the 
ashes of Lent will lead us to the Holy City of Jerusalem and 
the Cross of Christ, and an empty tomb and the gift of the 
Spirit. 
 
“In freedom we are invited to participate in these holy 
events, so that we may once again refashion our under-
standing of God, so as to be liberated from the wrong per-
ceptions of God. These sacred events are another opportuni-
ty for us to dispel childlike images and become more free to 
live only in God’s divine indwelling.” (Taken from Timo-
thy Radcliffe’s What is the Point of Being a Christian?) 
 
Given the critical times in which we are living, it may be 
easier to look beyond the turkey, Christmas tree, ashes of 
Lent, and the eggs of Easter to experience the divine in-
dwelling that comes to us not only during these holy sea-
sons, but in every moment and every experience of life. The 
Lord is with us—always! 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK 
 
SATURDAY November 21 
4:00pm Confession 
5:00pm Mass 
 
SUNDAY November 22 
8:00am Mass 
10:00am Mass 
11:00am Confirmation Session 
   
MONDAY November 23 
7:00am Mass 
6:30pm Holy Hour, Sanctuary 
 
TUESDAY November 24 
7:00am Mass 
7:00pm Roundtable, Facebook Live 
 
WEDNESDAY November 25 
7:00am Mass 
 
THURSDAY November 26 
7:00am Mass 
 
FRIDAY November 27 
7:00am Mass 
 
SATURDAY November 28 
4:00pm Confession 
5:00pm Mass 
 
SUNDAY November 29 
8:00am Mass 
10:00am Mass 

MASS INTENTIONS                                          
                       
                                      
Saturday, November 21 The Presentation of the 
   Blessed Virgin Mary 
5:00pm   Florence Militello req.: Family 
           Living & Deceased Fathers 
 
Sunday, November 22 Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
   King of the Universe 
8:00am   James Halt req.: Family  
 
10:00am  Josephine & Michael req.: Family 
           Ervolina  
           Living & Deceased Mothers 
 
Monday, November 23 Weekday 
7:00am   Frank Kwiatkowski req.: Family 
 
Tuesday, November 24 St. Andrew Dung-Lac 
   & Companions 
7:00am   Rita Ersing req.: Debbie & Mark 
   Piscitello  
  
Wednesday, November 25 Weekday 
7:00am   Elizabeth “Beth” Kraus req.: Leo Coleman & 
   Family  
                                                                                                                             
Thursday, November 26 Weekday 
   Thanksgiving Day 
9:00am   Joe Stasierowski, Jr. req.: The Family 
 
Friday, November 27 Weekday 
7:00am   Mame Sinclair req.: Donna Phipps 
                                                              
Saturday, November 28 Weekday 
5:00pm   Mary Ermer  req.: Family 
          Living & Deceased Fathers 
 
Sunday, November 29 First Sunday of Advent 
8:00am   Tina Stock req.: Marion Kopin  
 
10:00am Russell M. Alessi, Sr. req.: Judy Alessi 
          Ten Year Anniversary  
          Living & Deceased Mothers Mass Intention Requests 

Mass intentions are a wonderful way for us to remember 
our beloved deceased and keep them in our prayers. We 
have Masses available throughout the year. Each Mass is 
$15 and they are available at the rectory during normal 
business hours. Mass cards are available as well.  

Food Pantry Needs 
Thank you for your continued generosity to Tiger’s Den 
Food Pantry, which serves people in our own community. 
The pantry continues to maintain its open hours and the 
need for food is compounded with so many people not 
working to protect their own and everyone else’s health. 
 
Current highlighted needs for November are sugar, 
canned soups, and shampoo. 

 
Donations can be dropped off in the boxes 
in the church entrances or to the rectory 
door during business hours. From the pantry 
staff to St. Ben’s: Thanks for being a friend 
to Tiger’s Den! 

Help Wanted: 
Full-Time Maintenance 

5:30am - 2:30pm, Monday-Friday 
 
St. Benedict Parish and School is currently looking for 
someone for a full-time maintenance position. The Mainte-
nance Staff performs a variety of semi-skilled manual work 
in the maintenance, repair, and energy management of the 
buildings. 
 
Please contact the Business Manager, Dawn Cahill, at the 
rectory at 834-1041 for further information. 

Thanksgiving 
Please note that the Rectory Office will be closed on No-
vember 26 & 27 in observance of Thanksgiving. 
 
The Mass for Thanksgiving Day is at 9:00am. 
 
Have a happy and healthy holiday! 
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Century ArchitecturalCentury Architectural
 Sheet Metal LLC Sheet Metal LLC

Residential Roofing• Copper Work - • Slate
Bus 716-873-0655Bus 716-873-0655

1901 Niagara St. • Buffalo, NY 14207
 Michael Zink Rich Kraft Michael Zink Rich Kraft
 812-0954 380-0711 812-0954 380-0711

(formerly of Peter W. Eberz & Son)

NETH & SON, INC.
Celebrating Over 45 years in Business

685-3539
Licensed & Insured

www.nethandson.com

• Roofing
• Windows

THIS SPACE IS

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1017

St. Benedict Parish
www.saintbenedicts.com

David P. Croglio, DDS  
General  Dentistry  

2503 Kensington  Avenue, Snyder  
One block south of Main Street  

839-2820  

 Nicholas Reinhart
 

Parishioner

 207-2352
 www.reinhartlandscaping.com

Providing Quality Lawn Care,
Landscaping and Maintenance

SNOW PLOWING
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE



Third Generation Plumbing 
• Repairs • Remodeling 

• Hot Water Tanks • Sump Pumps 
 • Sewer & Drain Cleaning 

• Faucets • Fixtures 
Licensed Master Plumber 

837-1575  

3T & Open MRI, X-Ray/Fluoro, Ultrasound, 
128 Slice CT, Biopsies, Mammo & Bone Density

Colleen Burns, Parishioner 

 4925 Main St. 839-3333

John D. Huck Inc.

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1017

THIS SPACE IS

 Honoring Over 129 Years of Faith, Family and Friends
 Pre-Planning • Medicaid Needs • Cremation

 The Dietrich Funeral Home, Inc. 
 A Million Questions? One Answer.
 2480 Kensington Ave., Amherst, NY 14226  •  839-2818  •  www.TheDietrichFuneralHome.com

PERSONAL INJURY AND SENIOR LAW SERVICES
Joseph Gervase, Attorney

– Parishioner –

	 819-1118	Office	 835-1857	Home

I	have	recovered	millions	for	
persons	injured	in	auto	and	
construction	accidents,	slips
and	falls,	malpractice	claims

	•	Medicaid	Planning
I	have	saved	clients	millions	of	dollars	

in	nursing	home	costs.
•	Wills	and	Trusts		•	Guardianships
•	Nursing	Home	Neglect	and	Abuse

•	Real	Estate

Lombardo
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907 
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  

• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995  
Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  

(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; may be required by cemetery)  

• Direct Cremation $899 
New Location:  4614 Main St. (Near Harlem Rd.) • Snyder

839-7100
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

Assisted Living • Affordable Memory Care
Beautiful full-sized Chapel with daily services
410 Mill Street • Williamsville, NY 14221

For a tour or more information;
call Jane at: 

716-632-3000

 3070 Delaware Avenue, Kenmore, NY
 873.7825
 www.DenglerRobertsPernaFuneral.com

DENGLER, ROBERTS, PERNA PERNA FUNERAL HOME
Honoring Memories, Celebrating Lives

Contact Nancy MacMillan to place an ad today! 
nmacmillan@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6426


