
MASS SCHEDULE:  
Saturday 5:00pm  

Sunday 8:00am and 10:00am  
 

WEEKDAY:  
7:00am M-F 

 
CONFESSION:  

Saturdays from 4:00 to 4:30pm  
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday -Friday, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.  

Other times by appointment.  

 
Rev. Msgr. Robert E. Zapfel, S.T.D. 

 
Parish Mission Statement: 

Saint Benedict Parish: An environment for hearing God’s 
word, for growth in the Christian life, for dialogue, 
proclamation, charitable outreach, and celebration.  
 
BAPTISMS: Are celebrated at most weekend 
Masses.  Please contact Andrew Pitisi, 836-6444, to schedule 
an appointment, answer questions and preparations. 
 
MARRIAGES: Registered parishioners who have been 
members of our Saturday / Sunday worshiping community for 
at least 3 months are asked to notify the rectory at least 6 
months prior to planned wedding day. A marriage preparation 
course is required for all couples. 
 
SICK CALLS: Anytime. Call the rectory as soon as 
possible. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS : We welcome all who wish to 
join our parish. Please speak with Andrew Pitisi before or 
after a weekend mass to register. If you have questions, please 
call the rectory.  
 
LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION : We gladly 
issue letters of recommendation for registered parishioners 
who have been asked to be sponsors at Baptism or 
Confirmation, provided they meet the following criteria: 
· Attend Mass regularly. 
· Have been confirmed. 
· If married, have done so in conformity with the laws of the 

Church. 
· Are sending their children to Catholic school or religious 

instructions. 

Welcome! 
You are a stranger but once. You are a child of God, redeemed by Our Savior, Jesus Christ. In God’s name, we 

welcome you. May you find friendship, peace and serenity in our loving and worshipping community. If you are a 
visitor interested in joining our parish community or the Catholic Faith, please call the parish office (834-1041). 

If you are returning after being away… welcome home! 

SAINT  1317 Eggert Road 
Amherst, NY 14226 

716-834-1041 
www.saintbenedicts.com 

July 25, 2021 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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SAINT BENEDICT DIRECTORY 
 
Rectory: 
Office ........................................................................... 834-1041  
Parish Email ................................... rectory@saintbenedicts.com 
Parish Fax .................................................................... 835-5949 
Pastor: Rev. Msgr. Robert E. Zapfel, S.T.D. ............... 834-1041 
Business Manager: Dawn M. Cahill  .............. 834-1041 ext 301 
 Email ...................................... dcahill@saintbenedicts.com 
Administrative Asst.: Rachel Hoff .................. 834-1041 ext 303 
       Email .......................................... rhoff@saintbenedicts.com 
School: 
Office ........................................................................... 835-2518 
Principal: Mary Alice Bagwell ....................... 835-2518 ext 201 
           Email…………………...mbagwell@saintbenedicts.com 
Nurse: Mrs. Melinda Kraus ............................ 835-2518 ext 203 
Tuition: Leanne Antonucci…...lantonucci@saintbenedicts.com 
Extended Day Program: Shawn Kaznica  .................... 444-8248 
          Email .............................................. skaznica@le3-inc.org 
Lifelong Faith Formation: 
Office ........................................................................... 836-6444 
Faith Formation & Youth Ministry: Andrew Pitisi 

 Email: ..................................... apitisi@saintbenedicts.com 
Organizations: 
Altar Servers:  Dee Wood ............................................ 710-7028 
        Email: ................................................. ddkins@verizon.net 
Bereavement Committee: Elaine Wendel .................... 834-1041 
Eucharistic Ministers: Dolores Byron .......................... 833-8030 
Holy Name Society: Andrew Rotola ........................... 833-5644 
Ladies of Charity: Mickey Delaney ............................. 832-9230 
Lectors: Ruth Scheda ................................................... 834-9149 
Music Director: Maria Chomicka ................................ 218-3805 
        Email .............................. mchomicka@saintbenedicts.com 
Nurse Ministry: Carol Mathner ................................... 633-1693 
Home School Association:  Beth Porterfield ............... 835-2518 
                                             Christa Bebak .................. 835-2518 
        Email: ....................................... HSA@saintbenedicts.com 
Respect Life Committee .............................................. 834-1041 
Rosary Altar Society: Kathy Sieracki .......................... 838-4792 
                                     Mary Long .............................. 837-8940 
St. Vincent de Paul: Jim Byron .................................... 833-8030 
Senior Citizens: Andrew Rotola .................................. 833-5644 
School Board: Alice Russ ............................................ 834-6207 
Ushers: Leonard Swiat ................................................. 835-4625 
Pastoral Council and Officers: 
President: James Maher ............................................... 913-6784 
Trustees: Amy Bradley, Christopher Flynn 

 
 

MINISTRIES FOR THE SICK 
If someone is having surgery and would like the Sacrament of 
the Sick, please contact the rectory to make arrangements with 
one of the priests. In an emergency please do not hesitate to 
call the rectory day or night.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Our yearly tradition will continue once again this summer. 
August 9th through the 13th. The theme is Cathletics: Train-
ing to be Champions for Christ. Every child from kindergar-
ten through 5th grade is welcome to participate. All other 
grades are welcome to help lead VBS. $30 per child. Multi-
ple child discount available. Please email Andrew at api-
tisi@saintbenedicts.com for more information. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
Ever feel like you needed to talk to someone about some-
thing going on in your life? Feel like no one is there, has 
time, or understands? Perhaps a Stephen Minister could be 
that person. St. Benedict has five wonderful, fully trained 
Stephen ministers who are ready to lend a listening ear and 
offer prayers for you. Call 716-836-6444 if you are interest-
ed in using this awesome new ministry. 

HEALTH & WELLNESS CORNER 
Free Opioid Overdose Recognition and Narcan Training 
continues to be offered by Erie County Health Department. 
Next WebEx meetings are Tuesday, August 3rd from 
12:00pm to 1:00pm, and Saturday, August 7th from 9:00am 
to 10:30am. Email Cheryll.Moore@erie.gov to register or 
call Cheryll at 716-858-7695. 

OUR CALL TO HOLINESS 
The first thing that you notice when you walk into a restau-
rant, store, meeting, or someone’s home is how you are 
welcomed and greeted! A warm and gracious “welcome” 
tells you that you are in the right place, right where you 
need to be and want to be - you don’t think of hightailing it 
out of there. You know the difference - the awkward mo-
ment of indecision as to whether you want to stay or turn 
around and leave. We are talking about hospitality by 
reaching out to visitor, stranger, family member, or friend. 
It makes all the difference for the rest of your visit or stay. 
 
To everyone we encounter in our parish, our simple axiom 
should be that we “meet and greet in the Name of the 
Lord.” It sounds so simple, but it makes all the difference in 
the world by extending a warm welcome in Christ to every-
one who comes to our parish community. We can say to 
visitors, parishioners, children, or seniors, “thank you for 
coming to pray, celebrate, learn, mourn, dance, and become 
one with us in Christ. We are elated that you are with us!” 
It is a ministry unto itself. Every parishioner is a greeter/
usher, and therefore the face and welcome of Christ. Every 
time someone ventures to step onto our campus, we meet 
and greet them. Why? To assure them that they are home 
and that the Lord is with us, right where they want and need 
to be! 
 
It can make all the difference in the world for someone to 
say, “Welcome in the Name of the Lord!” 

OUTDOOR MASS 
Please pencil in the date for our parish’s Outdoor Mass & 
Picnic! This will be Saturday, August 14th at 5:00pm. 
We will start with Mass in the Westfield parking lot, fol-
lowed by a cookout. Stay tuned for more details in the com-
ing weeks! 
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CARDINAL O’HARA HIGH SCHOOL 
6OTH YEAR CELEBRATION 

Cardinal O’Hara High School will kick off its 60th year 
celebration at the O’Hara Fest All Year Reunion on Friday, 
July 30 at 7:00pm at the Cardinal O’Hara Sports Complex. 
Cardinal O’Hara opened on September 8, 1961 and all clas-
ses are welcome to celebrate along with all former teachers 
and staff who are invited back for the event. Ticket includes 
beer, wine, soda, and food. In addition, the classes of 1970 
and 1971 will also celebrate their 50th and 51st reunions 
that evening at a special location on the campus. For more 
information, visit www.cardinalohara.com or email 
rorr@cardinalohara.com. 

MINI-FESTIVAL 
Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish will host a mini-festival 
on Sunday, August 29 at 57 Center Avenue, North To-
nawanda. Outdoor Mass at 10:30am, followed by a bake 
sale, basket raffle, along with kids’ games and food trucks. 
The day ends at 2:00pm with our Megabucks Drawing. 
Join us as we celebrate with faith, family, and friends. 

ALUMNI MASS 
Cardinal O’Hara Alumni Mass will be on August 1 at 
10:30am at the school - 39 O’Hara Road, Tonawanda. Cele-
brant will be Fr. Charles Jagodzinski, OFM Conv., who 
taught at O’Hara for 13 years. For more information, visit 
www.cardinalohara.com or email rorr@cardinalohara.com. 

CARDINAL O’HARA GOLF OUTING 
Cardinal O’Hara High School will host a golf outing on 
August 26 at Rothland Golf Course in Akron. Open to 
alumni and friends. For more information, visit 
www.cardinalohara.com or email rorr@cardinalohara.com. 

GIFT BASKET RAFFLE 
There will be a Chicken BBQ and Gift Basket Raffle on 
August 8 from 12pm - 4pm (or until sold out) at St. Francis 
of Assisi, 4263 St. Francis Drive, Athol Springs. For more 
information, contact Elizabeth Irzycki at 716-627-2710 or 
sfareled@gmail.com. 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
School is out? Not at Catholic Charities. If you’re ready to 
earn your high school equivalency diploma or become ca-
reer ready, contact our Department of Workforce and Edu-
cation at 716-893-3500. Services offered for youth and 
adults in Erie and Niagara counties include tutoring, high 
school equivalency preparation instruction, basic skills up-
grades, employment readiness preparation, post-secondary 
school education planning and more. For more information 
on Catholic Charities and other services and programs we 
provide, visit www.ccwny.org. Join us on Facebook, Insta-
gram, and Twitter. 

HOPE AFTER HEARTACHE 
Buffalo Catholic Cemeteries offers a comprehensive grief 
support program for those who have lost a loved one which 
includes three locations and four meeting choices per 
month, including a widow and widowers group. This pro-
gram is presented as part of the Grief Support Program of 
the Buffalo Catholic Cemeteries, Diocese of Buffalo. Open 
to the community at no charge. Call Marianne Hubert, Di-
rector of Grief Support, 716-873-6500, for a brochure of 
grief support times and locations, as well as other activities, 
or request information by email to: 
mhubert@buffalocatholiccemeteries.org. 

CAR WASH & HOT DOG SALE 
St. Andrew’s Youth Group (Sloan) will have a car wash and 
hot dog sale in the rectory parking lot on Saturday, July 31 
from 10:00am to 2:00pm. Enjoy a hot dog, soda, and chips 
while you get your vehicle washed. Please support the youth 
of our parish. St. Andrew is located at Crocker & Reiman 
Sts., Sloan. 

YOUR LIFE, YOUR PLAN 
A conference for young adults (18-39) who would like to 
learn more about living their Catholic lives fully while sin-
gle, married, or choosing religious life or the priesthood. 
Join us on August 7 from 12—5:30pm at St. Amelia 
Church, 2999 Eggert Road, Tonawanda, for Praise & Wor-
ship music, panelists and breakouts for each vocation, key-
note speaker John Finch from The Vigil Project, Adoration, 
Reconciliation, and Mass with Bishop Michael Fisher. Op-
tion to enjoy Chiavetta’s Chicken Dinner and trivia under 
the tent with the parish. More information and registration 
is available at www.stamelia.com. 

ANNIVERSARY MASS 
The Diocese of Buffalo and Office of Pastoral Ministries 
wishes to honor couples who will observe their 50th, 60th, 
and 70th wedding anniversaries and recognize the beauty of 
their faithfulness, sacrifices, challenges, and comforts in 
daily married life. This will be held at St. Joseph Cathedral 
on Sunday, October 24th. More details to follow soon. If 
you have any questions, please call 716-847-2205. 
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WEEKLY PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

Sunday 
For an End to Violence in our Cities 

Let us pray that we will work to bring an end to the sense-
less loss of life. May we strive to support family life and 
promote peaceful resolution to conflicts. 
 

Monday 
For Those Searching for God 

Let us pray for all who are searching for God, that they will 
come to realize that God has already found them and divine 
love is unconditional and ever-present. 
 

Tuesday 
For an Increase of Vocations 

Let us pray that, in the midst of our noisy world, men and 
women will hear the Lord’s call to consider priesthood and 
religious life, by dedicating their lives in building up the 
Kingdom of God. 
 

Wednesday 
For the Road to Renewal 

Let us pray that as the Diocese of Buffalo continues to im-
plement the Road to Renewal, each parish will work collab-
oratively to bring about greater cooperation and a sharing of 
resources to build up the Church. 
 

Thursday 
For Pope Francis and All Who are Sick 

Let us pray for Pope Francis, as he recovers from surgery, 
and all those struggling with illness of any kind. May our 
Blessed Mother comfort and console them, and help them 
to find inner joy in the midst of their challenges. 
 

Friday 
For Family Life 

Let us pray that homes will be a dwelling where the love of 
God is shared and lived, uniting all of our family members 
together in faith, hope, and love. 
 

Saturday 
For a Blessed and Safe Summer 

Let us pray that, as we move into the heart of the summer 
months, we will experience a renewal of heart, mind, and 
body. 

SUNDAY REFLECTION 
God Multiplies What We Surrender 

By: Douglas Sousa, STL 
 
What is God calling me to give? Where does He want to 
send me to find the hungry and the suffering? Who needs to 
hear me witness about my faith? What would it take for me 
to really surrender my time, treasure, and talents to His ser-
vice? 
 
It does not take much to do good, to relieve suffering, or to 
show love. Consider the example of St. Teresa of Calcutta. 
When she began her ministry among the poor, she had noth-
ing. She started her order with no master plan or endow-
ment. Rather, she walked the streets, feeding the hungry 
and caring for the sick with whatever resources she could 
muster. She gave the little she had, and through her gener-
osity and holiness, she touched hearts and changed lives. 
 
One day, she came upon a homeless man dying in the gut-
ter. With the help of some men, she brought him to her 
home. There she washed him, prepared a small meal for 
him, and prayed. For three hours she did nothing but sit 
with him. He looked up at her and said, “My whole life I 
have been treated like an animal, now I will die like an an-
gel.” She was not able to give him much—just her time and 
her love—but it meant that, in his final hours on earth, in-
stead of dying in the streets, he could die in the arms of a 
saint. 
 
In the Gospels, Jesus never turns away those in need. 
Whether they have a question, whether they need healing or 
whether they are hungry, He gives them what He has, and it 
never fails to satisfy. Today’s story about the multiplication 
of the loaves and fish is a case in point. The five barley 
loaves and two fish would not have been enough to feed the 
apostles, never mind a throng of five thousand. Yet Jesus 
refused to keep the food to Himself. Rather, He took it, 
blessed it, and gave it away. That small act of generosity 
was enough to satisfy a hungry mass of people with plenty 
left over. 
 
It is a spiritual law that God uses those who have the least 
ability to do His work. We often say, “If you want to get 
something done, ask a busy person.” Well, when God wants 
to get something done, He asks a poor person. By choosing 
those who are weak, deprived and even sinful, our Heaven-
ly Father makes it clear that it is He who is at work. Other-
wise we might chalk the good deeds up to the cleverness or 
resourcefulness of those who do them rather than the God 
who makes all things possible. 
 
God wants to do great things in our families, parishes, and 
communities. He wants to feed the hungry, He wants to 
console the suffering and He wants to change hardened 
hearts. But He needs us to help Him. He needs us to give 
even when we think we have too little, to work even when 
we feel exhausted, and to open our mouths even when we 
think we have nothing to say. We need to take risks, as the 
boy in the Gospel did who gave his basket of food to Jesus. 
When we do that, when we step outside our comfort zone in 
faith, God will take care of the rest. 

PRAYER TO ST. MARTHA 
Feast Day: July 29 

 
O blessed St. Martha, your faith led Jesus to proclaim, “I 
am the resurrection and the life;” and faith let you see be-
yond his humanity when you cried out, “ Lord I believe that 
you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” With firm hope you 
said, “I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him,” and Jesus called your brother Lazarus back from the 
dead. With pure love for Jesus, you welcomed him into 
your home. Friend and servant of our Savior, I too am trou-
bled about many things. Pray for me that I may grow in 
faith, hope, and love, and that Jesus, who sat at your table, 
will hear me and grant me a place at the banquet of eternal 
life. Amen. 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK 
 
SATURDAY July 24 
11:00am  Memorial Mass for 
     Robert O’Shea & Mary Carlson 
1:00pm  Nuptial Mass for the Wedding of 
     Dominic Buttino & Chelsea Brodka 
4:00pm  Confession 
5:00pm  Mass 
 
SUNDAY July 25 
8:00am  Mass 
10:00am  Mass 
   
MONDAY July 26 
7:00am  Mass 
9:00am  Funeral Mass for Henrietta G. Merkert 
 
TUESDAY July 27 
7:00am  Mass 
11:00am  Funeral Mass for Mary C. Murphy 
 
WEDNESDAY July 28 
7:00am  Mass 
 
THURSDAY July 29 
7:00am  Mass 
 
FRIDAY July 30 
7:00am  Mass 
 
SATURDAY July 31 
12:30pm  Memorial Mass for Theresa Muffoletto 
4:00pm  Confession 
5:00pm  Mass 
 
SUNDAY August 1 
8:00am  Mass 
10:00am  Mass 

MASS INTENTIONS                                          
                                      
Saturday, July 24 Weekday 
5:00pm   Bernice Covrig req.: Pamela Snyder 
           Living & Deceased Fathers  
 
Sunday, July 25 Seventh Sunday 
   in Ordinary Time 
8:00am   Norma C. Stevenson req.: Arnold Soeder 
 
10:00am  George V. Henel req.: Sharon Henel 
   & Family 
           Living & Deceased Mothers 
 
Monday, July 26 Sts. Joachim & Anne, 
   Parents of the  
   Blessed Virgin Mary 
7:00am   Edward Haynes req.: Edward & Joan Niles  
 
Tuesday, July 27 Weekday 
7:00am   Living & Deceased req.: The DiVizio 
          Members of the DiVizio Family Family 
 
Wednesday, July 28 Weekday 
7:00am   Deceased Members of the 
           Frey Family  
                                                                                                                             
Thursday, July 29 St. Martha 
7:00am   Athena Noelle Kennedy req.: Grandma  
 
Friday, July 30 Weekday 
7:00am   Marion Halt req.: Family 
          Anniversary 
                                                             
Saturday, July 31 St. Ignatius of Loyola, 
   Priest 
5:00pm   Jeanne Hanny req.: Respect Life Ministries 
           Living & Deceased Fathers  
 
Sunday, August 1 Eighteenth Sunday 
   in Ordinary Time 
8:00am   Jim Mondello req.: The Mondello Family 
 
10:00am Cynthia Golden req.: Family 
               Living & Deceased Mothers 

MASS INTENTION REQUESTS 
Mass intentions are a wonderful way for us to remember 
our beloved deceased and keep them in our prayers. We 
have Masses available throughout the year. Each Mass is 
$15 and they are available at the rectory during normal 
business hours. Mass cards are available as well.  

TIGER’S DEN FOOD PANTRY 
Thank you for your generous donations every month.  
Highlighted items for July are: hand soap, shampoo, 
paper towels, and tissue.  
 
Donations of any kind are welcome. Boxes are placed at the 
entries to the church and donations can be placed there or 
dropped off at the rectory. The staff at the pantry are most 
grateful, and have said, “We are appreciative for anything 
we receive.” 

SANCTUARY CANDLE 
The Sanctuary Candle is being lit this week in memory of: 
 

John Oppitz 
req.: Martha & Family 

 
Parishioners can request that the Sanctuary Candle be lit for 
the deceased “in memory of” or for the living “for the in-
tentions of.” The donation is $15.00. Please stop in to the 
parish office or call 834-1041. 

FINANCIAL FACTS 
Weekend of July 18 

Weekly Offertory: $5,970.07 
Thank you for your generosity! 

PRAYER LIST 
Please keep our sick and homebound parishioners in your 
prayers, especially Marion Kopin. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Congratulations to the family of Buffy Anne Janczak, who 
received the sacrament of Baptism on July 17, 2021. Let us 
pray for Buffy as she begins her journey in the Church. 
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David P. Croglio, DDS  
General  Dentistry  

2503 Kensington  Avenue, Snyder  
One block south of Main Street  

839-2820  

NETH & SON, INC.
Celebrating Over 45 years in Business

685-3539
Licensed & Insured

www.nethandson.com

• Roofing
• Windows

 Nicholas Reinhart
 

Parishioner

 207-2352
 www.reinhartlandscaping.com

Providing Quality Lawn Care,
Landscaping and Maintenance

SPRING CLEAN-UPS
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Century ArchitecturalCentury Architectural
 Sheet Metal LLC Sheet Metal LLC

Residential Roofing• Copper Work - • Slate
Bus 716-873-0655Bus 716-873-0655

1901 Niagara St. • Buffalo, NY 14207

 Michael Zink Rich Kraft Michael Zink Rich Kraft
 812-0954 380-0711 812-0954 380-0711

(formerly of Peter W. Eberz & Son)

St. Benedict Parish
www.saintbenedicts.com
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 Honoring Over 129 Years of Faith, Family and Friends
 Pre-Planning • Medicaid Needs • Cremation

 The Dietrich Funeral Home, Inc. 
 A Million Questions? One Answer.
 2480 Kensington Ave., Amherst, NY 14226  •  839-2818
 www.TheDietrichFuneralHome.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

3T & Open MRI, X-Ray/Fluoro, Ultrasound, 
128 Slice CT, Biopsies, Mammo & Bone Density

Colleen Burns, Parishioner 

 4925 Main St. 839-3333

Lombardo
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907 
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  

• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995  
Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  

(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; may be required by cemetery)  

• Direct Cremation $899 
New Location:  4614 Main St. (Near Harlem Rd.) • Snyder

839-7100
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

John J. Fromen, Jr., Esq.
716.855.1222 • www.fromenlaw.com

PROUD to support St. Benedict’s Catholic Church & School!

John J. Fromen
A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W ,  P C

Decades of Fighting for the Seriously Injured

Assisted Living • Affordable Memory Care
Beautiful full-sized Chapel with daily services
410 Mill Street • Williamsville, NY 14221

For a tour or more information;
call Jane at: 

716-632-3000

Third Generation Plumbing 
• Repairs • Remodeling 

• Hot Water Tanks • Sump Pumps 
 • Sewer & Drain Cleaning 

• Faucets • Fixtures 
Licensed Master Plumber 

837-1575  

John D. Huck Inc.

 3070 Delaware Avenue, Kenmore, NY
 873.7825
 www.DenglerRobertsPernaFuneral.com

DENGLER, ROBERTS, PERNA PERNA FUNERAL HOME
Honoring Memories, Celebrating Lives

 • Medicaid Planning
I have saved clients millions of dollars 

in nursing home costs.
• Wills and Trusts  • Guardianships
• Nursing Home Neglect and Abuse

• Real Estate

PERSONAL INJURY AND SENIOR LAW SERVICES
Joseph Gervase, Attorney

– Parishioner –

	 819-1118	Office	 835-1857	Home

I have recovered millions for 
persons injured in auto and 
construction accidents, slips
and falls, malpractice claims


