
MASS SCHEDULE:  
Saturday 5:00pm  

Sunday 8:00am and 10:00am  
 

WEEKDAY:  
7:00am M-F 

 
CONFESSION:  

Saturdays from 4:00 to 4:30pm  
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday -Friday, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.  

Other times by appointment.  

 
Rev. Msgr. Robert E. Zapfel, S.T.D. 

 
Parish Mission Statement: 

Saint Benedict Parish: An environment for hearing God’s 
word, for growth in the Christian life, for dialogue, 
proclamation, charitable outreach, and celebration.  
 
BAPTISMS: Are celebrated at most weekend 
Masses.  Please contact Andrew Pitisi, 836-6444, to schedule 
an appointment, answer questions and preparations. 
 
MARRIAGES: Registered parishioners who have been 
members of our Saturday / Sunday worshiping community 
for at least 3 months are asked to notify the rectory at least 6 
months prior to planned wedding day. A marriage preparation 
course is required for all couples. 

 
SICK CALLS: Anytime. Call the rectory as soon as 
possible. 
 
NEW PARISHIONERS : We welcome all who wish to 
join our parish. Please speak with Andrew Pitisi before or 
after a weekend mass to register. If you have questions, please 
call the rectory.  
 
LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION : We gladly 
issue letters of recommendation for registered parishioners 
who have been asked to be sponsors at Baptism or 
Confirmation, provided they meet the following criteria: 
· Attend Mass regularly. 
· Have been confirmed. 
· If married, have done so in conformity with the laws of the 

Church. 
· Are sending their children to Catholic school or religious 

instructions. 

Welcome! 
You are a stranger but once. You are a child of God, redeemed by Our Savior, Jesus Christ. In God’s name, we 

welcome you. May you find friendship, peace and serenity in our loving and worshipping community. If you are a 
visitor interested in joining our parish community or the Catholic Faith, please call the parish office (834-1041). 

If you are returning after being away… welcome home! 

SAINT  1317 Eggert Road 
Amherst, NY 14226 

716-834-1041 
www.saintbenedicts.com 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

August 15, 2021 
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SAINT BENEDICT DIRECTORY 
 
Rectory: 
Office ........................................................................... 834-1041  
Parish Email ................................... rectory@saintbenedicts.com 
Parish Fax .................................................................... 835-5949 
Pastor: Rev. Msgr. Robert E. Zapfel, S.T.D. ............... 834-1041 
Business Manager: Dawn M. Cahill  .............. 834-1041 ext 301 
 Email ...................................... dcahill@saintbenedicts.com 
Administrative Asst.: Laura Matulich ............ 834-1041 ext 303 
       Email ................................... lmatulich@saintbenedicts.com 
School: 
Office ........................................................................... 835-2518 
Principal: Mary Alice Bagwell ....................... 835-2518 ext 201 
           Email…………………...mbagwell@saintbenedicts.com 
Nurse: Mrs. Melinda Kraus ............................ 835-2518 ext 203 
Tuition: Leanne Antonucci…...lantonucci@saintbenedicts.com 
Extended Day Program: Shawn Kaznica  .................... 444-8248 
          Email .............................................. skaznica@le3-inc.org 
Lifelong Faith Formation: 
Office ........................................................................... 836-6444 
Faith Formation & Youth Ministry: Andrew Pitisi 

 Email: ..................................... apitisi@saintbenedicts.com 
Organizations: 
Altar Servers:  Dee Wood ............................................ 710-7028 
        Email: ................................................. ddkins@verizon.net 
Bereavement Committee: Elaine Wendel .................... 834-1041 
Eucharistic Ministers: Dolores Byron .......................... 833-8030 
Holy Name Society: Andrew Rotola ........................... 833-5644 
Ladies of Charity: Mickey Delaney ............................. 832-9230 
Lectors: Ruth Scheda ................................................... 834-9149 
Music Director: Maria Chomicka ................................ 218-3805 
        Email .............................. mchomicka@saintbenedicts.com 
Nurse Ministry: Carol Mathner ................................... 633-1693 
Home School Association:  Beth Porterfield ............... 835-2518 
                                             Christa Bebak .................. 835-2518 
        Email: ....................................... HSA@saintbenedicts.com 
Respect Life Committee .............................................. 834-1041 
Rosary Altar Society: Kathy Sieracki .......................... 838-4792 
                                     Mary Long .............................. 837-8940 
St. Vincent de Paul: Jim Byron .................................... 833-8030 
Senior Citizens: Andrew Rotola .................................. 833-5644 
School Board: Alice Russ ............................................ 834-6207 
Ushers: Leonard Swiat ................................................. 835-4625 
Pastoral Council and Officers: 
President: James Maher ............................................... 913-6784 
Trustees: Amy Bradley, Christopher Flynn 

 
 

MINISTRIES FOR THE SICK 
If someone is having surgery and would like the Sacrament of 
the Sick, please contact the rectory to make arrangements with 
one of the priests. In an emergency please do not hesitate to 
call the rectory day or night.  

OUR CALL TO HOLINESS 
Grandparents – Grandparents – Grandparents! 
For a moment just stop and think about your grand- 
parents. Grandparents are the pivotal center 
of all family activities; from the keepers of the family 
secrets, lineage (she is your third 
cousin, your great aunt’s niece, once removed on your 
father’s side) and knowledge of times long past.   
Their wisdom serves as a beacon of light that guides, 
fashions and faithfully holds 
together even the most turbulent of families. 
Today, more and more, for reasons all too numerous to 
mention, grandparents are assuming an 
even greater and more profound role in the raising of 
their grandchildren. A day or week does 
not go by that an older couple or person does not speak 
about running off to a soccer game or having the 
grandkids because their mom and dad are both work-
ing way into the evening. Sometimes grandparents 
have to take their grandchildren into their home, rais-
ing them because of serious marriage problems. To 
these incredible “grandparents” we say you are the 
presence of God, the gentle hand, the calmness in a 
turbulent world. You are the stabilizing foundation that 
brings to our young children security, protection and 
above all else - the knowledge that God loves them, in 
and through you. 

DISCIPLES OF INVITATION 
Do you know who may be considering learning about our 
faith or who is considering joining the Catholic Church? 
The invitation and encouragement begins with each of us. 
Start with a prayer for the person, asking the Lord to open 
their hearts to hear his invitation to come and see. Maybe 
all the person needs is for you to extend the words of wel-
come and a gentle invitation to step forward. It may be to 
attend Mass, join a prayer group, give them a ticket for a 
chicken dinner, or a book on prayer that will be nourish-
ment for body and spirit. We all know someone who is 
searching. Maybe the RCIA process will bring them direc-
tion for their spiritual journey. If we all accept our responsi-
bilities to be disciples of invitation, the Lord will bless us. 
with renewed faith and animate our community. 

MEN’S PRAYER GROUP 
We would like to extend an invitation for all men of our 
parish to consider being part of our newly formed Men’s 
Prayer Group. We meet on the second Thursday of every 
month at 7:00PM at St. Benedict’s Rectory.   
In the midst of all the busyness of our lives, we all need to 
set aside a time for prayer and reflection.  
Consider joining with fellow parishioners as we 
journey together spiritually with one another and 
the Lord.  
We look forward to seeing you! 
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GENERATIONS OF FAITH 
Generations of Faith registration for September is now 
open! Contact Andrew Pitisi for more information at  
apitisi@saintbenedicts.com. Generations of Faith is our  
Religious Education Program. It meets once a month on 
Sundays and a few extra times throughout the year. It is 
also a full family inter-generational gathering. Anyone in 
the parish, especially our young families, are encouraged to  
register. 

HOPE AFTER HEARTACHE 
Buffalo Catholic Cemeteries offers a grief support pro-
gram for those who have lost a loved one which in-
cludes three locations and four meeting choices per 
month, including a widow and widowers group. This 
program is presented as part of the Grief Support Pro-
gram of the Buffalo Catholic Cemeteries, Buffalo Dio-
cese. Open to the community at no charge. Call Mari-
anne Hubert, Director of Grief Support, 716-873-6500, 
for a brochure of grief support times and locations, as 
well as other activities, or request information by 
email to: mhubert@buffalocatholiccemeteries.org. 

. 

 

SAINT BENEDICT PARISHIONERS 
NAMED TO  

MOUNT ST. MARY ACADEMY -  
Fourth Quarter Honor Roll 

Mount St. Mary Academy Principal Katherine Spillman 
announces the following parishioners of Saint Benedict 
Church who have been named to the school’s fourth quar-
ter honor roll: Abby Marion and Megan Orgek.  

MISSION APPEAL 
 Aug. 21, 22 

 Fr. Sam Samuel, V.C., a Vincentian Missionary Priest 
from India, will be in our parish on  Aug.21 and 22 to par-
ticipate in our Annual Missionary Cooperation Plan.  He 
will share his missionary experience at all the Masses next 
weekend and will make an appeal on behalf of the Vincen-
tian Missions. The Vincentian Congregation (V.C.), a Reli-
gious Congregation, was founded in Kerala, India in 1904, 
modeled after Mission founded by St. Vincent de Paul. 
Members of this flourishing Religious Congregation are 
engaged in Mission Work in all parts of India, East Africa 
and Peru.  They need our help to carry out their many mis-
sionary, educational and charitable activities - especially 
after the deadly Covid 19 outbreak in India.  The pandemic 
has taken a serious toll on  their missions, impacting  their 
overall health and well-being, and financial stability.   
Visit www.vincentians.in to learn more about these  
missionaries. 

CARDINAL O’HARA GOLF OUTING 
Cardinal O’Hara High School will host a golf outing on 
August 26 at Rothland Golf Course in Akron. Open to 
alumni and friends. For more information, visit 
www.cardinalohara.com 

 

ST. GREGORY THE GREAT  
Invites you on Wednesday, August 25 @ 7:30 pm 

Bring your lawn chairs, blankets, and enthusiasm to our 
Ministry Center for a free outdoor showing of  
“The Staircase”, starring William Petersen, Barbara Her-
shey and Diane Ladd.  
If the weather is nice, we will watch outside, if the weath-
er is inclement, we will move it inside.  The story centers 
around the Sisters of Loretto in Santa Fe, 1873, with the 
construction of a chapel. Unfortunately, the architect dies 
before access to the choir loft is built. Legend states that 
seeking guidance and help, the Sisters of Loretto pray a 
nine-day novena to St. Joseph, Patron Saint of Carpenters. 
On the final day of the novena, a mysterious man appears 
with only a hammer and carpenter’s square.  He builds 
what is now known as the miraculous, free standing, spiral 
staircase made with rare wood not native to the American 
Southwest with only simple tools and wooden pegs. Some 
believe it was St. Joseph himself! 

HOLY HOUR 
All are welcome to a special Holy Hour  

 Monday, August 16th at 6:30 PM 
 In honor of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary! 
Reflections, music, and prayer led by Fr. Joe and our St. 
Ben's musicians. Please join us at St. Benedict’s in person 
or pray with us via our live-stream! 

OUR LADY OF POMPEII  
2nd Annual HEARTBEAT  Event 

158 Laverack Ave., Lancaster  September 13 at 7-8 PM  
”The Vulnerable Heart”  Deacon Michael Ficorelli 
Life reflections followed by musical selections by Mary 
Palmer, Lee Morgan, David Chriswell. 
Welcomiing Baby and Mama items for Gianna Molla 
Center, such as baby diapers, wipes, Binkies, clothing up 
to size 2T, etc.  Also accepting gift cards to Tops , 
Wegmans, Walmart, and Target. 

RETROUVILLE 
Are you or someone you may know struggling in their 
marriage?  Retrouville can help save your marriage and 
family. It is designed to help troubled marriages regain 
their health. The program is highly successful in saving 
hurting marriages. For details or to register for the next 
Retrouvaille weekend call (716)474-9371 or visit httsp://
www.HelpOurMarriage.org.  
The next weekend is September 17-19.  All inquiries are 
confidential.  Space is limited; so, preregistration is  
required. 

HEALING MASS 
St. Francis of Assisi, 150 Broad St. City of Tonawanda.  On 
Wednesday, Sept. 8 at 7:00 PM—The Feast of the Natvity 
of the Blesdsed Virgin Mary. Held in the church. Fr. Rich-
ard DiGiulio will be the celebrant. 
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WEEKLY PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

Sunday 
For Those Struggling With Faith 

Let us pray that the Lord will reach out in a special and per-
sonal way to those struggling with their faith, so that their 
hearts and minds will open to the unconditional love of 
God. 
 

Monday 
For Educators 

Let us pray for all the administrators, teachers and support 
staff, as they prepare to begin school this fall with renewed 
hope and energy. 
 

Tuesday 
For Unity and Peace in Our Country and Communities 

Let us pray that each of us will work to bring about peace in 
our world - striving to end violence and restore unity that 
makes us all one in Christ and with each other. 
 

Wednesday 
For the Church 

Let us pray for Christ’s Church, that it may receive from the 
Holy Spirit the grace and the strength to reform itself in the 
light of the gospel. 
 

Thursday 
For All the Health Care Workers 

Let us pray that the Lord will give strength and guidance to 
all healthcare workers who put themselves at risk for our 
well-being; may they persevere during these most challeng-
ing times. 
 

Friday 
For Students Preparing to Return to School 

Let us pray that the students in all grade levels use this time 
of education to develop their God-given talents for the  
betterment of our world and the advancement of peace in 
our world. 
 

Saturday 
For the Intercession of Our Blessed Mother 

Let us pray that today and every day we will seek the inter-
cession of our Blessed Mother for those in need, those 
struggling with faith, for unity within our families and com-
munities, and especially, for hearts faithful to her son,  
JESUS. 

HEALTH & WELLNESS CORNER 
Do Your Summer Shoes Give Your 
    Joints the Support They Need? 

The Sole Test - A Test to See if Shoe is Really Supporting 
Your joints: 
1.Arch Support Test- push both ends of 
the shoe (heel and toe) up. Shoes should never fold in half. 
2.If there is a heel, press inward from each side. It should 
stay firm, never collapsing or bending in. 
3.Material at the top of the shoe should allow you to flex 
your toes.  The inability to flex can lead to foot problems. 
 

THE STORY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF 
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII defined the As-
sumption of Mary to be a dogma of faith: “We pronounce, 
declare and define it to be a divinely revealed dogma that 
the immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, 
having completed the course of her earthly life, was as-
sumed body and soul to heavenly glory.” The pope pro-
claimed this dogma only after a broad consultation of 
bishops, theologians and laity. There were few dissenting 
voices. What the pope solemnly declared was already a 
common belief in the Catholic Church.  Scripture does not 
give an account of Mary’s assumption into heaven. Never-
theless, Revelation 12 speaks of a woman who is caught 
up in the battle between good and evil. Many see this 
woman as God’s people. Since Mary best embodies the 
people of both Old and New Testaments, her assumption 
can be seen as an exemplification of the woman’s victory. 
Furthermore, in 1 Corinthians 15:20, Paul speaks of 
Christ’s resurrection as the first fruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. 
Since Mary is closely associated with all the mysteries of 
Jesus’ life, it is not surprising that the Holy Spirit has led 
the Church to believe in Mary’s share in his glorification. 
So close was she to Jesus on earth, she must be with him 
body and soul in heaven. 
Taken from Franciscan Media. 

REFLECTION 
Mary allowed grace to fill every ounce of her being — 
strengthening her to give a daily ‘yes’ to follow and be-
lieve. Before Jesus even explained to the disciples that the 
work of God is to believe in the One sent by God — Mary 
believed. As she stood before Elizabeth with the Fulfill-
ment incubating within her, her Magnificat’s bursts forth, 
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior.” 
We receive the same promises through the Eucharist; we 
see these Mysteries unfold with Jesus literally within us 
every time we receive the Eucharist. The grace that filled 
every ounce of Mary’s being is available to us abundantly; 
we merely need to ask, accept, and cooperate with it.  
“Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you” (Matthew 7:7). What 
keeps us from asking? Although credited as doubting, Jesus 
did not withhold from St. Thomas what he asked for to 
help him believe. 
Mary reminds us that God “has mercy on those who fear 
Him in every generation.” Believing without seeing, how-
ever difficult, is not impossible. God would never ask the 
impossible. He is a loving God that works the impossible 
within us through cooperation with grace. No one exempli-
fies the powerful results of allowing ourselves to be filled 
with the grace of God more than the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
May we turn to her intercession, especially today, so we 
too may be counted among the blessed who have not seen 
and yet believe. 
Taken from Article: Believing and Rejoicing - LPI. 
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK 
SATURDAY August 14  
9:00am   Memorial Mass for Dennis Sullivan 
4:00pm   Confession 
5:00pm  Outdoor Mass & Cookout 
 
SUNDAY August 15 
8:00am  Mass 
10:00am  Mass 
   
MONDAY August 16 
7:00am  Mass 
 
TUESDAY August 17 
7:00am  Mass 
6:30pm    St.Vincent De Paul conference meeting 
 
WEDNESDAY August 18 
7:00am  Mass 
 
THURSDAY August 19 
7:00am  Mass 
 
FRIDAY August 20 
7:00am  Mass 
 
SATURDAY August 21 
9:00am   
2:00 pm    Nuptial Mass for the Wedding of  
       Michael Jesse Sorg and Emily Ann Seier 
4:00pm  Confession 
5:00pm  Mass 
 
SUNDAY August 22   
8:00am  Mass 
10:00am   Mass 

MASS INTENTIONS                                          
                                      
Saturday, August 14 St. Maximilian Kolbe 
5:00pm   Mr. & Mrs req.: Family 
           Salvatore Privitera 
           Living & Deceased Fathers  
 
Sunday, August 15 The Assumption of the  
                                                     Blessed Virgin Mary 
   in Ordinary Time 
8:00am   Geraldyne Hobika              req.: Reidy Family 
   
 
10:00am  Gertrude Flynn req.: Haas Family 
           Living & Deceased Mothers 
 
Monday, August 16 St. Stephen of Hungary 
7:00am   Molly Siedlarczyk                  req.: Kathy Sieracki 
   
Tuesday, August 17 Weekday 
7:00am   Cindy Borowski                req.: Russ and Theresa   
   Blackstone  
 
Wednesday, August 18 Weekday 
7:00am   Chester Horn                         req.: Adele Napierali  
                                                                                                                             
Thursday, August 19 St. John Eudes 
7:00am   Robert Seitz                                 req.: The Divizio  
   Family       
  
Friday, August 20 St. Bernard, Abbot 
  
7:00am   Living and Deceased                  req.: The DiVizio  
          Members of DiVizio Family       Family 
 
Saturday, August 21 St. PiusX 
5:00pm   Raymond Miranda req.:The Militello  
   Family  
           Living & Deceased Fathers  
 
Sunday, August 22                 21st Sunday 
    in Ordinary time 
8:00am   Cindy Borowski               Req.:Mary & Alan Long 
 
10:00am Anna Lesniak                                    Req.: Family  
               Living & Deceased Mothers 

MASS INTENTION REQUESTS 
Mass intentions are a wonderful way for us to remember 
our beloved deceased and keep them in our prayers. We 
have Masses available throughout the year. Each Mass is 
$15 and they are available at the rectory during normal 
business hours. Mass cards are available as well.  

 
TIGER’S DEN FOOD PANTRY 

Thank you for your generous donations every month.   
Highlighted items for August are: juice, spaghetti sauce, 
crackers, and lotion. 
Donations of any kind are welcome.  
Boxes are placed at the entries to the church and donations 
can be placed there or dropped off at the rectory. The staff 
at the pantry are most grateful, and have said, “We are  
appreciative for anything we receive.” 

 
SANCTUARY CANDLE 

The Sanctuary Candle is being lit this week for the  
intentions of: 

 Friends who are fighting Cancer 
Req.: Debbie and Mark Piscitello 

 
Parishioners can request that the Sanctuary Candle be lit for 
the deceased “in memory of” or for the living “for the in-
tentions of.” The donation is $15.00. Please stop in to the 
parish office or call 834-1041. FINANCIAL FACTS 

Weekend of August 7 
Weekly Offertory: $ 9,624 

Thank you for your generosity! 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Our St. Vincent de Paul Society is here to offer assistance 
to anyone who has found themselves to be in need of help 
due to a loss of job, illness, or some other situation.  
Please contact Jim Byron at 833-8030. 
Our St. Vincent de Paul conference meets on the third 
Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM in the school cafeteria. 
All are welcome to join us! 
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David P. Croglio, DDS  
General  Dentistry  

2503 Kensington  Avenue, Snyder  
One block south of Main Street  

839-2820  

NETH & SON, INC.
Celebrating Over 45 years in Business

685-3539
Licensed & Insured

www.nethandson.com

• Roofing
• Windows

 Nicholas Reinhart
 

Parishioner

 207-2352
 www.reinhartlandscaping.com

Providing Quality Lawn Care,
Landscaping and Maintenance

FALL CLEAN-UPS
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Century ArchitecturalCentury Architectural
 Sheet Metal LLC Sheet Metal LLC

Residential Roofing• Copper Work - • Slate
Bus 716-873-0655Bus 716-873-0655

1901 Niagara St. • Buffalo, NY 14207

 Michael Zink Rich Kraft Michael Zink Rich Kraft
 812-0954 380-0711 812-0954 380-0711

(formerly of Peter W. Eberz & Son)
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 Honoring Over 129 Years of Faith, Family and Friends
 Pre-Planning • Medicaid Needs • Cremation

 The Dietrich Funeral Home, Inc. 
 A Million Questions? One Answer.
 2480 Kensington Ave., Amherst, NY 14226  •  839-2818
 www.TheDietrichFuneralHome.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

3T & Open MRI, X-Ray/Fluoro, Ultrasound, 
128 Slice CT, Biopsies, Mammo & Bone Density

Colleen Burns, Parishioner 

 4925 Main St. 839-3333

Lombardo
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907 
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  

• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995  
Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  

(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; may be required by cemetery)  

• Direct Cremation $899 
New Location:  4614 Main St. (Near Harlem Rd.) • Snyder

839-7100
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

John J. Fromen, Jr., Esq.
716.855.1222 • www.fromenlaw.com

PROUD to support St. Benedict’s Catholic Church & School!

John J. Fromen
A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W ,  P C

Decades of Fighting for the Seriously Injured

Assisted Living • Affordable Memory Care
Beautiful full-sized Chapel with daily services
410 Mill Street • Williamsville, NY 14221

For a tour or more information;
call Jane at: 

716-632-3000

Third Generation Plumbing 
• Repairs • Remodeling 

• Hot Water Tanks • Sump Pumps 
 • Sewer & Drain Cleaning 

• Faucets • Fixtures 
Licensed Master Plumber 

837-1575  

John D. Huck Inc.

 3070 Delaware Avenue, Kenmore, NY
 873.7825
 www.DenglerRobertsPernaFuneral.com

DENGLER, ROBERTS, PERNA PERNA FUNERAL HOME
Honoring Memories, Celebrating Lives

 • Medicaid Planning
I have saved clients millions of dollars 

in nursing home costs.
• Wills and Trusts  • Guardianships
• Nursing Home Neglect and Abuse

• Real Estate

PERSONAL INJURY AND SENIOR LAW SERVICES
Joseph Gervase, Attorney

– Parishioner –

	 819-1118	Office	 835-1857	Home

I have recovered millions for 
persons injured in auto and 
construction accidents, slips
and falls, malpractice claims


