SAINT

1317 Eggert Road
Amherst, NY 14226
716-834-1041
www.saintbenedicts.com

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

Rev. Msgr. Robert E. Zapfel, S.T.D.
Parish Mission Statement:
Saint Benedict Parish: An environment for hearing God’s
word, for growth in the Christian life, for dialogue,
proclamation, charitable outreach, and celebration.
BAPTISMS: Are celebrated at most weekend
Masses. Please contact Andrew Pitisi, 836-6444, to schedule
an appointment, answer questions and preparations.

October 10, 2021
MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday 5:00pm
Sunday 8:00am and 10:00am

WEEKDAY:
7:00am M-F
CONFESSION:
Saturdays from 4:00 to 4:30pm
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS:
Monday -Friday, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Other times by appointment.

MARRIAGES: Registered parishioners who have been
members of our Saturday / Sunday worshiping community for
at least 3 months are asked to notify the rectory at least 6
months prior to planned wedding day. A marriage preparation
course is required for all couples.
SICK CALLS: Anytime. Call the rectory as soon as
possible.
NEW PARISHIONERS: We welcome all who wish to
join our parish. Please speak with Andrew Pitisi before or
after a weekend mass to register. If you have questions, please
call the rectory.

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION: We gladly
issue letters of recommendation for registered parishioners
who have been asked to be sponsors at Baptism or
Confirmation, provided they meet the following criteria:
· Attend Mass regularly.
· Have been confirmed.
· If married, have done so in conformity with the laws of the
Church.
· Are sending their children to Catholic school or religious
instructions.

Welcome!

You are a stranger but once. You are a child of God, redeemed by Our Savior, Jesus Christ. In God’s name, we
welcome you. May you find friendship, peace and serenity in our loving and worshipping community. If you are a
visitor interested in joining our parish community or the Catholic Faith, please call the parish office (834-1041).
If you are returning after being away… welcome home!

CALL TO HOLINESS

SAINT BENEDICT DIRECTORY
Rectory:

Office ........................................................................... 834-1041
Parish Email ................................... rectory@saintbenedicts.com
Parish Fax .................................................................... 835-5949
Pastor: Rev. Msgr. Robert E. Zapfel, S.T.D. ............... 834-1041
Business Manager: Dawn M. Cahill .............. 834-1041 ext 301
Email ...................................... dcahill@saintbenedicts.com
Administrative Asst.: Laura Matulich ............ 834-1041 ext 303
Email................................... lmatulich@saintbenedicts.com

School:

Office ........................................................................... 835-2518
Principal: Mary Alice Bagwell ....................... 835-2518 ext 201
Email…………………...mbagwell@saintbenedicts.com
Nurse: Mrs. Melinda Kraus ............................ 835-2518 ext 203
Tuition: Leanne Antonucci…...lantonucci@saintbenedicts.com
Extended Day Program: Shawn Kaznica .................... 444-8248
Email .............................................. skaznica@le3-inc.org

Lifelong Faith Formation:

Office ........................................................................... 836-6444
Faith Formation & Youth Ministry: Andrew Pitisi
Email: ..................................... apitisi@saintbenedicts.com

Organizations:

Altar Servers: Dee Wood ............................................ 710-7028
Email: ................................................. ddkins@verizon.net
Bereavement Committee: Elaine Wendel .................... 834-1041
Eucharistic Ministers: Dolores Byron .......................... 833-8030
Holy Name Society: Andrew Rotola ........................... 833-5644
Ladies of Charity: Mickey Delaney ............................. 832-9230
Lectors: Ruth Scheda ................................................... 834-9149
Music Director: Maria Chomicka ................................ 218-3805
Email.............................. mchomicka@saintbenedicts.com
Nurse Ministry: Carol Mathner ................................... 633-1693
Home School Association: Beth Porterfield ............... 835-2518
Christa Bebak .................. 835-2518
Email: ....................................... HSA@saintbenedicts.com
Respect Life Committee .............................................. 834-1041
Rosary Altar Society: Kathy Sieracki .......................... 838-4792
Mary Long .............................. 837-8940
St. Vincent de Paul: Jim Byron .................................... 833-8030
Senior Citizens: Andrew Rotola .................................. 833-5644
School Board: Alice Russ ............................................ 834-6207
Ushers: Leonard Swiat ................................................. 835-4625

Pastoral Council and Officers:

President: James Maher ............................................... 913-6784
Trustees: Amy Bradley, Christopher Flynn

MINISTRIES FOR THE SICK
If someone is having surgery and would like the Sacrament of
the Sick, please contact the rectory to make arrangements with
one of the priests. In an emergency please do not hesitate to
call the rectory day or night.

“The Gospel is our full wedding partner. It always tells us
the truth, and loves us through ‘things’ till we arrive somewhere new and good and much more spacious and holy.”
The Gospel will always tell us the whole truth and nothing
but the truth, whether we want to hear it or not. For those
who are married or in a long time friendship, they will
understand; how easy it is for your spouse/friend to tell
you the truth about your faults. We are all too quick to
return the favor and list the imperfections that need to be
corrected. I would hope it is done in love.
When we pray the scriptures and open our hearts to the
grace of God’s word, we are quickly unmasked and our
imperfections made all too apparent, which is the power of
grace through the sacred word. Maybe our response is a
quick - BUT!.. Stop and think for a moment…
“What a clever place for God to hide our holiness, so that
only the humble and earnest will find it! A ‘perfect’ person ends up being one who can consciously forgive and
include imperfection rather than one who thinks he or she
is totally above and beyond imperfection.” Therese, the
Little Flower, reminds us that all too often it is in our imperfections that God loves us. It is the one place that God
is certain to meet us and love us. How do we respond? It
would seem easier to go to these places of imperfection in
humility to be transformed by Love, than to quickly defend ourselves with the false armor of pride. Reading the
scriptures is like having a loving spouse or great friend
lead us to the holy ground of transformation - somewhere
new and good and much more spacious and holy.
Side note for another column – that is why the Sacrament
of Reconciliations is all grace and a holy place to meet our
God!
Quotations taken from: “Falling Upward: A Spirituality
for the Two Halves of life” by Richard Rohr

CONFIRMATION MEETING

Parent/Candidate meeting is on October 18 at 6:30 at St.
Benedict’s Church.

PRE CANA

Our next meetings are on November 3 & 10 @ 6:30pm at
St. Leo the Great.

RCIA

Our RCIA Group will meet on Tuesday, October 12 at
6:30pm at St. Leo the Great.

GENERATIONS OF FAITH

Generations of Faith is our Religious Education Program.
Next meeting is Oct. 17, 9:00 AM in the school cafeteria.
We meet once a month on Sundays and a few extra times
throughout the year. It is an inter-generational gathering.
Anyone in the parish, young families, those with special
needs, all who want to receive the sacraments or attend
faith formation, is encouraged to register or contact Andrew Pitisi.
¨ For Religious ed inquiries, apitisi@saintbenedicts.com

MEN’S PRAYER GROUP

Our next meeting is on October 14th. Consider joining us,
as we journey together spiritually with one another and the
2 Lord.

EVENING PRAYER

A SPECIAL THANK YOU

To all who made last weekend such a wonderful
celebration for our parish families, THANK YOU! The
celebration of the 40th anniversary of my Ordination to
the Priesthood was wonderful. Father Joe Gatto and the
planning committee made sure that every last detail was
perfect. The decorations in the church and parish hall
were wonderful. The music ministry helped us to praise
God for His many blessings. The ushers welcomed
parishioners and visitors so warmly. Lectors from both
parishes proclaimed God’s Word with faith. The altar
servers from our parishes served so well. The reception
was great! I was honored to have so many priests to pray
with us, considering how busy priests are on the
weekends.
Thank you to parishioners and friends who contributed to
parish gifts. Father Gatto and I will be selecting new
vestments for each parish. Your kindness and generosity
will be remembered in our prayers, as we praise the Lord
together at Mass.
The years do pass so quickly – with so many blessings.
As I walked down the aisle of Christ the King Church 40
years ago, I could never have imagined how wonderful
my life as a Priest would be. While I have been
privileged to have served in a variety of roles in the
Priesthood, being a Pastor is by far the best! I thank God
and you for that best blessing of all.
There is a thought from the hymn O God Beyond All
Praising that warms my heart and I hope yours: “For we
can only wonder at every gift You send, at blessings
without number and mercies without end. We lift our
hearts before You.” You and our parish families are
always in my prayers. I rely on your prayers as well.
Thank you to all who prayed and celebrated last
weekend. I am grateful for the blessings you are for me.
Father Zapfel

Come experience the beauty of Evening Prayer -October
14, 7 - 7:30 PM at St. Benedict's church. All are welcome,
so please bring friends with you! Copies of the prayers will
be provided. Come early (6:45 pm) for a few minutes of
quiet prayer & beautiful music. Masks & social distancing.

PRAYER for SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

The following “Prayer for Spiritual Communion” is for
your use at home, when you follow the mass online. We
will be praying the “Prayer for Renewal” after communion
at all the masses for the foreseeable future. We are joined
together as one through the celebration of the Holy Eucharist. (Please cut out and place it on your screen.)

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most
Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist.
I love you above all things and I desire to
receive you into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive you Sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace you as if you were already there and unite
myself wholly to you.
Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen!

AUTUMN POTLUCK

Monday, October 11, at 5:00pm The Rosary Altar Society
will host an Autumn Potluck in St. Benedict’s Cafeteria,
providing fellowship along with the warmth of comfort
food! New life members of 25 years will be recognized.
The men’s Holy Name Society and several former parish
priests of St. Benedicts will be our guests. Menu: Roast
beef, rolls, dessert and beverages; please bring a dish to
pass (serving 8-10 people) or the cost is $10. A heartfelt
“invite” to all inactive members of both Societies. Please
call Mary Carroll 836-0056 to register in advance.

!Prospective 7

th

RENEWAL LEADERS NEEDED!

“HERE I AM, LORD! IT IS I LORD!”
Renewing the Diocese of Buffalo requires skilled leaders
to move the Renewal Initiative forward. Now is
the time for parishioners who have the needed skills and
talents to demonstrate their discipleship by
offering their time and talents.
The Renewal needs:
Faith Filled People - who want to share their love of Jesus
Project Managers - People with Organizational skills
IT experts - People with strong Communication skills
Leaders/Managers - who can be Facilitators or Teachers
So, if you have a: · Passion for the church, a few hours a
week to give God and His people and a desire to participate in the renewal of our diocese; then, please send a note
describing your qualifications to:
Renewal@buffalodiocese.org or mail to: Office of Renewal, 795 Main St., Buffalo, NY 14203

OPEN HOUSE

and 8th grade girls and their families
are invited to attend open house on October 17 from
10:00 a.m.– 3:30 pm at Buffalo Academy of the Sacred
Heart. It is a great opportunity to tour the school, meet
students, faculty and staff, and coaches, and learn
about academics, athletics & extracurricular activities,
or you can call to make a shadow date.
Preregister at www.sacredheartacademy.org or call
the Admissions Office at 834-2101 ext. 311.!

TIGER’S DEN FOOD PANTRY

Donations of any kind are welcome. Highlighted items for
October: tomato products ( whole, crushed and paste);
and toiletries (body lotion, body wash, hair conditioner)
Donation boxes are at the entries of the church or may be
dropped off at the rectory. Thank you!

SAINT VINCENT DEPAUL

St. Vincent de Paul Society is here to offer assistance to
those who need help due to a loss of job, illness, or some
3 other situation. Please contact Jim Byron at 833-8030.

SAINT OF THE DAY

DAILY PRAYER INTENTIONS

Saint Francis Borgia, October 10
Today’s saint grew up in an important family in 16thcentury Spain, serving in the imperial court and quickly
advancing in his career. But a series of events—including
the death of his beloved wife—made Francis Borgia rethink his priorities. He gave up public life, gave away his
possessions, and joined the new and little-known Society of
Jesus. Religious life proved to be the right choice. Francis
felt drawn to spend time in seclusion and prayer, but his
administrative talents also made him a natural for other
tasks. He helped in the establishment of what is now the
Gregorian University in Rome...after his ordination, he
served as political and spiritual adviser to the emperor. In
Spain, he founded a dozen colleges.
At 55, Francis was elected head of the Jesuits. He focused
on the growth ... the spiritual preparation of its new members, and spreading the faith in many parts of Europe. He
was responsible for the founding of Jesuit missions in Florida, Mexico, and Peru... He died in 1572 and was canonized 100 years later.
Reflection
Sometimes the Lord reveals his will for us in stages. Many
people hear a call in later life to serve in a different capacity. We never know what the Lord has in store for us.
Patron Saint of: Earthquakes
Taken from Franciscan Media

Sunday
For an End to Violence in Our Cities
That we will work to bring an end to the senseless loss of
life. May we strive to support family life and promote
peaceful resolution to conflicts.
Monday
For Those Searching for God
For all who are searching for God, that they will come to
realize that God has already found them and divine love is
unconditional and ever-present.
Tuesday
For an Increase of Vocations
That in the midst of our noisy world, men and women will
hear the Lord’s call to consider priesthood and religious
life, by dedicating their lives in building up the Kingdom of
God.
Wednesday
For the Road to Renewal
That as the Diocese of Buffalo continues to implement the
Road to Renewal; each parish will work collaboratively to
bring about greater cooperation and a sharing of resources
to build up the Church.
Thursday
For All Who Are Sick
For the sick and those struggling with illness of any kind,
that Our Blessed Mother may comfort and console them,
and help them to find inner joy in the midst of their
challenges.

SECOND COLLECTION

October 23, 24 - This special appeal will take place for the
humanitarian needs arising from Hurricane Ida, tornadoes
and flooding that followed. Funds will become part of the
Bishops Emergency Disaster Fund to aid in the recovery.

Friday
For Family Life
That our homes will be dwelling places where the love of
God is shared and lived - uniting all of our family members
together in faith, hope and love.

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY

October 23, 24 - Envelopes will be available in the church
for this collection. Help support the Missions around the
world (Uganda, Philippines, Oceana, Latin America, etc.).

Saturday
For the Saints of October
That Therese, Francis, Faustina, and all the saints of
October will intercede for us and by their example we will
be drawn ever more closely into the love of God.

MANY THANKS

Thank you to all parishioners who Supported our
St. Vincent DePaul Friends of the Poor Walk.
Your donations will assist needy families in our community.
(SVDP envelopes are available at the entrances of the
church to make a donation at any time.)

HEALTH & WELLNESS CORNER

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month
There are various Risk Factors for Breast Cancer:
~Drinking alcohol.
~Being overweight.
~Not being physically active.
~Not having children.
~Not breastfeeding.
~Use of hormone therapy such as for birth control
or hormone replacement therapy to treat menopause.
~Genetics/hereditary plays a role - Breast cancer, like many
other cancers, run in the family.
Women can be tested for the gene that
causes breast cancer. Talk with your doctor.
Next week– Detecting Breast Cancer.

THANK YOU
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With your support in 2021, Catholic Charities impacted more than 1,823 individuals and family members
in your immediate community. 1,072 of these lives
were children under 18. We hope to continue making
a difference for Eggertsville. The contributions from
St. Benedict Parish to the Appeal helped provide
many essential services to those who need it most in
our community. Many thanks to Rev. Msgr. Robert E.
Zapfel and his Appeal Team: Ruth Scheda for their
commitment and dedication to the 2021 Appeal.
Thank you to all who generously contributed to the
Appeal with your financial and spiritual support!

MASS INTENTIONS

HAPPENING THIS WEEK

SATURDAY October 9
4:00pm Confession
5:00pm Mass

Saturday, October 9

St. Denis Bishop &
Companions
req.: Mark & Marlene
Saviola

5:00pm Saviola & Cartonia
Families

SUNDAY October 10
8:00am Mass
10:00am Mass

Living & Deceased Fathers
Sunday, October 10
8:00am Rosary Alter & Holy Name
Societies

MONDAY October 11
7:00am Mass
5:00pm Altar Rosary Potluck
Columbus Day—Rectory is closed

St. Francis Borgia

Living & Deceased Mothers
10:00am Paul & Florence Giordano

TUESDAY October 12
7:00am Mass
6:30pm RCIA Meeting at St. Leo’s

req.: Andrew, Lynn
Michael Rotola

Living & Deceased Mothers

Monday, October 11
7:00am Judy Gorman

WEDNESDAY October 13
7:00am Mass

St. John XXIII, Pope
req.: Respect Life Ministry

Tuesday, October 12
7:00am Marion E. Schlager

St. John de Brebeuf
req.: Jim & Dolores
Byron

Wednesday, October 13
7:00am Norman Durawa

Weekday
req.: Roger & Kathy
Sieracki

FRIDAY October 15
7:00am Mass

Thursday, October 14
7:00am Mary C. Murphy

Our Lady of the Rosary
req.: Jim & Dolores
Byron

SATURDAY October 16
4:00pm Confession
5:00pm Mass
6:00pm St. Leo’s Meat Raffle

8:00am Anna Giangualano

SUNDAY October 17
8:00am Mass
9:00 am Generations of Faith
10:00am Mass

Saturday, October 16
5:00pm Dick & Jane Matty

THURSDAY October 14
7:00am Mass
8:00am School Mass
6:45pm Evening Prayer (early arrival)
7:00pm Men’s Prayer group

req.: Estate

Friday, October 15
7:00am Edward Haynes

St. Teresa of Avila
req.: Edward & Joan
Niles
St. Hedwig, Religious
req.: Loving Family

Living & Deceased Fathers
Sunday, October 17
8:00am Dr. Sebastian Ciancio
(Anniversary)

SANCTUARY CANDLE

In Memory of : Heather Anne O’Loughlin
Req.: Bill O’Loughlin & Linda Dobmeier
Parishioners can request that the Sanctuary Candle be lit for
the deceased “in memory of” or for the living “for the intentions of.” The donation is $15.00. Please stop in the parish office or call 834-1041.

10:00am Peggy Dobmeier

req.: Dobmeier Family

Living & Deceased Mothers
PLEASE NOTE: The Rectory will be closed Monday,
October 11 in observance of Columbus Day.

FINANCIAL FACTS

PRAYER LIST

Weekend of October 3 - Weekly Offertory– $10,987
Thank you for your generosity!

Please pray for the sick and homebound members of our
community. Special prayer req.: Alexander Williams.
Please call the rectory with special requests 716-834-1041.

MASS INTENTION REQUESTS

Mass intentions are a wonderful way for us to remember
our beloved deceased and keep them in our prayers. Masses
available throughout the year. Each Mass is $15. Stop by
the rectory during normal business hours, 9:00am-3:00pm
schedule a mass. Mass cards are available as well.

29th Sunday
in Ordinary time
req.: Ellen Murrett

STEPHEN MINISTRY
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Ever feel like you needed to talk to someone about something going on in your life? St. Benedict has 5 fully trained
Stephen ministers ready to lend a listening ear and offer
prayers for you. Call 716-836-6444
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Century Architectural
Sheet Metal LLC

Nicholas Reinhart
Parishioner

207-2352

www.reinhartlandscaping.com

Residential Roofing• Copper Work - • Slate
Bus 716-873-0655

Providing Quality Lawn Care,
Landscaping and Maintenance

1901 Niagara St. • Buffalo, NY 14207

Michael Zink
812-0954

SNOW PLOWING
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Rich Kraft
380-0711

(formerly of Peter W. Eberz & Son)

• Roofing
• Windows

NETH & SON, INC.

Celebrating Over 45 years in Business

685-3539

Licensed & Insured
www.nethandson.com

David P. Croglio, DDS
General Dentistry

2503 Kensington Avenue, Snyder
One block south of Main Street

839-2820

3-D-4-2

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1017

Honoring Over 129 Years of Faith, Family and Friends
Pre-Planning • Medicaid Needs • Cremation

The Dietrich Funeral Home, Inc.
A Million Questions? One Answer.

2480 Kensington Ave., Amherst, NY 14226 • 839-2818
www.TheDietrichFuneralHome.com

3T & Open MRI, X-Ray/Fluoro, Ultrasound,
128 Slice CT, Biopsies, Mammo & Bone Density

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today!
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206

Colleen Burns, Parishioner

4925 Main St.

Lombardo

839-3333

THIS SPACE IS

Funeral Home

Our Family Ser ving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.

• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995
Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket

(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; may be required by cemetery)

• Direct Cremation $899
New Location: 4614 Main St. (Near Harlem Rd.) • Snyder

839-7100

“The End of High Cost Funerals”

PERSONAL INJURY AND SENIOR LAW SERVICES
I have recovered millions for
persons injured in auto and
construction accidents, slips
and falls, malpractice claims

Joseph Gervase, Attorney
• Medicaid Planning
I have saved clients millions of dollars
– Parishioner –
in nursing home costs.
• Wills and Trusts • Guardianships
• Nursing Home Neglect and Abuse
• Real Estate

819-1118 Office

835-1857 Home

John D. Huck Inc.

DENGLER, ROBERTS, PERNA FUNERAL HOME
Honoring Memories, Celebrating Lives

3070 Delaware Avenue, Kenmore, NY
873.7825
www.DenglerRobertsPernaFuneral.com

John J. Fromen

AT T O R N E Y S AT L AW, P C

Third Generation Plumbing
Assisted Living • Affordable Memory Care
Beautiful full-sized Chapel with daily services
410 Mill Street • Williamsville, NY 14221

For a tour or more information;
call Jane at:

716-632-3000

• Repairs • Remodeling
• Hot Water Tanks • Sump Pumps
• Sewer & Drain Cleaning
• Faucets • Fixtures

Licensed Master Plumber

837-1575

John J. Fromen, Jr., Esq.

716.855.1222 • www.fromenlaw.com
PROUD to support St. Benedict’s Catholic Church & School!

Decades of Fighting for the Seriously Injured
3-D-4-2

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1017

