March 22, 2020

Shrine of St. John Neumann
Founding Pastor, 1836
Parish Website
www.stjohnskenmore.org

Masses
Saturdays: 4:00 and 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:00, 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon
Weekdays & Holy Days: Schedule inside Bulletin.
Confessions
Tuesdays: 4:00 p.m. Any time by appointment.
Novena
To Our Lady of Perpetual Help and St. John Neumann, after 12:00 noon Mass, Wednesdays, Church.

Rectory
873-1122 · Fax 873-3305
Outreach
873-2933
School
877-6401
Msgr. Charles A. Klauder
Parish Center
873-1122

Holy Hour
Sunday, 3:00-4:00 p.m., Chapel.

Pastor
Rev. Michael J. Parker

Holy Hour for Life
Friday, 1:00-2:00 p.m., Chapel.

Permanent Deacon
Deacon James R. Waggoner

Eucharistic Adoration
Monday through Friday, 2:00-4:00 p.m., Chapel.

Pastoral Assistant
Sister Jolene Ellis, OSF

Parish Office Hours
Available Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon and 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Evening: By appointment only.

School Principal
Mrs. Jenny Bainbridge

New Parishioners
We warmly welcome you to our Parish Community. Please contact the Rectory as soon as possible.
Baptisms
Sunday at 1:15 p.m. Parents must attend the Baptism Preparation Program held each month, in advance of
scheduling the Baptism. Please call the Rectory office for schedule and further information.
Weddings
Arrangements should be made at least six months in advance.
Hearing Impaired
This church has the latest in hearing assistance. Small, portable devices are available in
the sacristy for individual use.
All are encouraged to sacrificial giving of time, talent and treasure.

School Website
www.stjohnskenmore.com
Faith Formation
873-1122

stjohnskenmorefaithformation@gmail.com

Director of Youth
Nora Salemi
Director of Music
Ms. Cheryl Brinker
Music Minister
Jeffrey Jeckovich

MISSION STATEMENT
“St. John the Baptist is a Roman Catholic parish founded by St. John Neumann where God is loved and present in the liturgy, the sacraments and the
community, faith is enriched, faith grows through our teaching and experiencing the gospel, all are welcomed in the spirit of openness and generosity, and
charity is extended through our ministry to all.”

Fourth Sunday of Lent



St. John the Bapst RC Church
This Week at St. John’s



Living the Paschal Mystery





Within today’s gospel Jesus encounters both spiritual and
physical blindness. In healing the man born blind, he gains a
follower, while also deepening the animosity of the Pharisees
who aribute his willingness to heal on the Sabbath to the
ac/ons of a sinner. Blinded by their fear and rigid interpreta/on of the law, the Pharisees are not able to see the man
right in front of them for who he truly is: the Christ, the one
who fulﬁlls the prophecies of Isaiah by opening the eyes of
the blind (Isa. 35:5).
Once a structure, or law, has been established it can be
extremely diﬃcult to change a way of thinking, especially as
central as religion, meaning and purpose.











John 9:1Ͳ41

Diocesan Announcement (as of 3/16/20)


All scheduled weekend Masses are canceled un,l further
no,ce. Mass inten,ons will be rescheduled.
Weekday Masses will con/nue to be oﬀered as scheduled.









Monday, March 23 
Ͳ Lile Rock Scripture Study, RCR, 1:45Ͳ3:15pm
Ͳ BS104 Troop mtg., G, 6:30Ͳ9pm
Ͳ Carissime Women’s Prayer, chapel, 7:30Ͳ9pm
Tuesday, March 24
Ͳ Confessions, church, 4Ͳ5pm
Ͳ CS104 Den mtg., PR/26, 6:30Ͳ9pm
Wednesday, March 25 
Thursday, March 26
Ͳ Youth Ministry, G, 6Ͳ9pm
Ͳ BS104 Leader’s mtg., 26, 7Ͳ9pm
Ͳ Contempla/ve Prayer, chapel, 7pm
Friday, March 27
Ͳ Sta ons of the Cross, chapel, 7pm
Saturday, March 28
Ͳ Cursillo small grp. mtg., convent, 8Ͳ9:30am

Ͳ BS104 Troop Rec/BB, G, 2Ͳ4pm
Sunday, March 29















Masses for the Week





Monday, March 23 Ͳ Lenten Weekday/St. Turibius of Mogrovejo
8:00 All Souls
12:00 Jerry Milligan by Kathleen Milligan
Tuesday, March 24 Ͳ Lenten Weekday/St. Oscar Romero
8:00 Lucille Hazle by family
9:00 School Mass
12:00 Florie Flion by Diane DiMaggio
Wednesday, March 25 Ͳ The Annuncia-on of the Lord
8:00 People of the Parish
12:00 Mae Vara by Lois Ringle

Thursday, March 26 Ͳ Lenten Weekday
8:00 William Makey, Jr. by family
12:00 Robert Denman by Pat Klaus












Friday, March 27 Ͳ Lenten Weekday
8:00 James & Florence Morrissey by family
12:00 All Souls
Saturday, March 28 Ͳ Lenten Weekday
8:30 John Freitas by Roger & Claudia Zimmerman



























We Remember in our Prayers…

Those who are ill, and those who have died; Rev. Donald L.
Measer, Rev. Roland Hautz & Teresa Farrell.
May they rest in peace. 

Noce of Closings
Due to the pandemic currently exisng in our area,
we ask you to check the website or contact the person
in charge of each event to determine whether it is on or
canceled/postponed.
Events listed in the calendar above were on as of the
deadline for submission of this bullen. However, things
are changing momentarily.
You are asked to use your own common sense when
deciding a course of acon. Keep informed. Keep safe.
All scheduled weekend Masses are canceled.
Mass intenons will be rescheduled.
Check on www.stjohnskenmore.org for updates




















St. John’s accepts dona,ons through our Online Giving Program. Visit our website at stjohnskenmore.org and click on 
Donate Now, to join today.



Bapsmal Preparaon





We welcome families who wish to have their child bap/zed here at St. John’s. Please call the rectory oﬃce at
873.1122 to sign up for a bap/smal prep. class
oﬀered on the last Monday of each month at the
rectory, at 7:30pm. Then choose a date for bap/sm
on a Sunday, at 1:15pm, following the noon Mass.




OUR OFFERING TO GOD
Weekly Support Oﬀering







March 15, 2020





Regular Collecon…………………………………………………….$ 5,964.37 
Outbreak of Coronavirus COVIDͲ19



This week last year……………………………………………………..$11,346.22 







Thoughts & Actions for Lent



An Act of Spiritual Communion


























My Jesus,
I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament.
I love you and I desire to receive
You into my soul.
Since I cannot receive You sacramentally,
come spiritually into my heart.

March 25


March 26
March 27
March 28
March 29
March 30
March 31

April 1













Jesus you’re the one I love;
you’re the one I know.
You’re the one who makes me strong,
Spirit in my soul.
Bread, blessed and broken for us all,
symbol of your love from the grain so tall.
Bread, blessed and broken for us all,
bread of life you give to us,
bread of life for all. Amen.



Spend Some Quiet Time with Jesus
During this season of Lent a reminder that the St. John
Neumann Chapel is open year round from 2Ͳ4pm, MondayͶ
Friday with Eucharis/c Adora/on.
Come and spend some quiet me with Jesus

As of 3/15/20 adora on is s ll happening.











Pray for soup kitchen volunteers or
volunteer yourself
Replace a bulb with an LED bulb
Fast from worrying; be positive
Pray for victims of domestic violence
How can I appreciate creation today?
Donate to a peace organization
Pray for the hungry/homeless
Eliminate plastic bags...












Adapted from Sisters of Mercy Green Team
eileenoconnor2003@yahoo.com


Prayer for a New Bishop





O God,
gladden us with the gi8 of a shepherd who will
instruct your people by his witness 
and inspire the minds of the faithful
with the truth of the Gospel.
Amen.








Don’t Buy Tools, borrow ours!







the TOOL LIBRARY
Access to all the tools you need:

Join Ͳ membership gives you access to thousands of tools
for a small annual fee
Donate Ͳ have a few extra tools, give so others can use 
Volunteer Ͳ become a Tool Library volunteer or get 

involved with one of our many community projects
716 510 1748 info@thetoollibrary.org.



Parish Calendar OnͲLine!





Visit our website at stjohnskenmore.org to ﬁnd the current calendar of parish events. If your group or commiee
would like to request use of our facili/es, please ﬁll out the
parish calendar request form, onͲline, or contact the rectory
oﬃce. Include set up, start & end /mes. This calendar does
not include Church/Chapel Masses or events.




Garbage Knights





Oﬀering service that is simple and aﬀordable; will take
your garbage totes to the curb, and bring them back for you.
Dedicated to raising environmental awareness.
Will help you recycle the right items and give you the opportunity to recycle items that aren’t accepted locally.
For more info. call/text 716 465 7922 or
email at GarbageKnightsLLC@gmail.com






Discounts available for Seniors, Veterans & Families of Acve 
Service members

Our Lenten Journey with Jesus



The season calls us to move forward, go deeper as disciples
By Jim Johnston

A human life can be viewed, in hindsight at least, as a
goal.” We are, in the familiar liturgical phrase, “ a peoͲ
more or less straight line from beginning to end Ͳ starng ple set apart.”
block to ﬁnish line Ͳ we know from experience that our 
earthly progress is more like a series of circles that neverͲ
The church reminds us in a dramac way that 
theless has some direcon, perhaps analogous to the asͲ Lent should represent a separaon from our everyday
cent of a spiral staircase or maybe even the experience
reality and roune. She starts the season with a day of
of wending one’s way successfully through a labyrinth.
Fast and absnence and marks us with a visible sign of
There are stops and starts, some “temporary desnaͲ
our mortality, as if to emphasize that this Chrisan 
ons” (graduaons, goals accomplished) as well as “new
quest is serious, lifeͲandͲdeath business. This me is 
beginnings” (marriage, starng a family, career changes).
special, “set aside” to remind us and to redirect us at
Life is cyclical yet, one hopes, progressive.
the very beginning of the journey. To drive that point








home, the church makes it clear that we are, literally,
The journey of Lent 




no longer in “ordinary me.”


This truth seems to be acknowledged in the structure
of the Church year; for as we move through our lives we
are annually invited to enter once again the “li8le jourͲ
ney” that is the season of Lent. It has its own clearly
deﬁned beginning (Ash Wednesday) and an ending 
(some me on Holy Thursday a9ernoon) that actually
launches us on yet another journey, the threeͲday adͲ
venture called the Triduum. But one journey at a me!
Let us see how the season of Lent is an invitaon for 
Us to imaginavely enter once again into the story of
our “quesng hero” Jesus, and to walk with him through
the various stages of a journey that seem, in light of the
long history and recurring mofs of such tales, surpriͲ
singly predictable. 












Call and separaon from the world 
















Temptaon
Having been called, separated from the world, and
launched on the journey/quest, the hero almost imͲ
mediately confronts a series of temptaons. This is a
dangerous me, for, unlike the hero’s runͲins with 
ﬁerce monsters (which involve direct confrontaon 
and are unambiguously deadly), temptaon seeks, to
“lure him to his doom by guile and seducon.”
Our Lenten scriptures (ﬁrst Sunday) begin with Jesus
being oﬀered the physical graﬁcaon that food proͲ
vides and the emoonal graﬁcaon of power and 
and status.


The gravest temptaon, however, is more subtle, for
it involves the hero simply being lulled and seduced 
into losing sight of the great quest Ͳ the hard and
austere journey Ͳ and choosing instead a life of ease
and pleasure. Applied to our own situaon, this tempͲ
taon would not result in something as blatant as reͲ
nouncing our Chrisanity altogether, but it might
involve the more subtle defecon of choosing brute
force to get our way rather than doing the hard work
of reconciliaon, it might involve creang raonalizaͲ
ons that allow us to jusfy and condone all the
ridiculous demands of our consumer culture; it might
involve simply losing our will to follow through on the
hard work that our vocaon entails...



In the stories of heroic quests, the main character
always experiences what Booker labels “the call,” in
which he or she is given “supernatural or visionary 
direcon.” This sense of elecon propels the hero out of
normal, ordinary life into a reality that is strange and unͲ
familiar. Campbell adds that “the call rings up the curͲ
tain, always, on a mystery of transﬁguraon Ͳ a rite, or
moment, of spiritual passage, which, when complete,
amounts to a dying and rebirth “(Chrisans will be
thinking “paschal mystery”).
Our Lenten scriptures tradionally start with Jesus
having been removed to just such a strange and unfaͲ
miliar place; he is alone in the desert wilderness. Yet we
recall that preceding this “separaon from the world”
the scriptures recounted the bapsm of Jesus by John.
This event seems to have been a “call” that ﬁlled Jesus
with a sense of mission (note also the supernatural
element of the “voice from heaven” that singles Jesus
out).  






Most of us cannot, or course, remember the moment
of our original call, but we are, by virtue of that bapsm,
elected Ͳ pulled “towards some distant, allͲimportant







If we have truly
immersed ourselves
in the journey through
Lent and Triduum
to Easter, how can we
possibly emerge
unchanged?

Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine Physician, we ask you
to guard and protect us from Coronavirus COVIDͲ19
and all serious illness. For all who have died from it,
have mercy; for those who are ill now, bring healing.
For those searching for a remedy, enlighten them; for
medical caregivers helping the sick, strengthen and
shield them. For those working to contain the spread,
grant them success; for those afraid, grant peace. 
May your precious blood be our defense. By your
grace, may you turn the evil of disease into moments
of consolaon and hope. May we always fear the contagion of sin more than any illness. We abandon ourselves to your inﬁnite mercy. Amen.










Area News





Frassa, WNY
Young adult group (ages 18Ͳ35) of the diocese that oﬀers
many opportuni/es for involvement with other young people
from around the diocese; hps://frassa/wny.wixsite.com/
home; weekly mee/ngs
Pilgrimage to Greece 2020
“In the Steps of St. Paul and St. John the Apostles”; 11Ͳday
Catholic Pilgrimage, October 6Ͳ16 with Fr. Ma Nycz; private
coach, daily Mass, English speaking tour guide; with a 3Ͳday
cruise to the Greek Isles & Turkey; all inclusive cost $3,799
out of Toronto; call 834Ͳ4282 or bsctonawanda@gmail.com.





Pedro de la Cruz

Blankets for our Brothers & Sisters



Outreach Pantry

Please help others get a fresh start with Ladies of Charity
and Catholic Chari/es. Our program uses donated house
hold goods for people star/ng over due to ﬁre, abuse, chronic illness or other crisis. LOC assists individuals and families
as they struggle aMer facing serious diﬃcul/es. 
A bin has been placed outside the RCR for NEW or GENTLY USED sheets, blankets, towels, and curtains.





This week’s needs are:
Hand sani/zer Rice Tooth brushes & paste
Health safety precau ons are in place 
for volunteers and guests.








Mount St. Mary Academy





The spring play and March concert are being postponed.
The late April Prac/ce Entrance Exam is s/ll full steam ahead;
Sat., April 25, 9amͲ12:30pm; $20; for more info. visit
www.msmacademy.org/admissions/admissionsͲevents
Please check the website for speciﬁcs.
Mount St. Mary’s Academy is a wonderful academic ins/tu/on where young women grow intellectually, socially and
spiritually. There are so many ways you can support our mission. Venture over to our website for info. 
www.msmacademy.org

We need people who are willing to give 2 hours of their
/me, one day each month, to open the Chapel from 2Ͳ4pm 
Days needed are:
5th Monday
3rd Tuesday
4th Tuesday
3rd Wednesday 5th Wednesday 2nd Thursday
4th Friday
5th Friday
If interested please call Sharon Murphy 835Ͳ7186 or the rectory 873Ͳ1122.

TV Mass for the Homebound

St. John’s Prayer Network

























WNYO channel 49 (MyTV) at 8:30am Sundays
Online any/me on Sundays at www.HeartoMheNa/on.org

Catholic Charies





Start a ripple eﬀect. Each dollar raised during the annual
Appeal leverages an addi/onal $3 to $4 of government support and contracts Ͳ meaning your giM goes 3 to 4 /mes as
far. Every dollar counts, because more funding means more
services for those in need in our communi/es. When considering your giM to the 2020 Appeal, those we serve remind us
to “think of me.” You can bring comfort, protec/on, peace,
healing and so much more through your contribu/on. 
Make a secure dona/on online at ccwny.org/dona/on or
by calling 716 218 1400. 
Think of Me.


Support our Bulle&n Adver&sers





Lombardo Funeral Home

Our family serving your family since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessies

837Ͳ7100

Chapel Guardians needed for Eucharisc Adoraon

For many years St. John’s Parish has had a network of people who pray daily for the needs of its parishioners. These
needs are varied, oMen asking for improved health, successful surgery, ﬁnancial stability, acceptance of the death of a
loved one, etc. 
Anyone can call the rectory to put an inten/on into the
network. All that is needed is a ﬁrst name and the inten/on. 
Remembrance in prayer upliMs the one being prayed for,
and gives the one reques/ng the prayer a sense of being part
of the person’s life. Prayer changes things! Prayer unites
hearts and raises souls to God. 

FREE ROSARY REPAIR SERVICE




We have lots of parts. Send your broken rosaries in a padded envelope to: Bey & Dick Holden, 7930 Estero Blvd
#502, Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931. They will be repaired and
returned to you within the week of receipt. 
Dona/ons of old and broken rosaries are also accepted,
repaired and sent on to the missions. Include a note indica/ng repair and return to me, or, this is a dona/on.
Dick 239.463.3993 Bey 860.595.6370 or email holdenbnd@gmail.com

C. Mertz
and Son

Family Owned and Operated Since 1948
“Personal Service at prices you can afford”

$795

Direct Cremation

(Funeral Home Charge)

Licensed Funeral Directors: James K. Mertz, Patricia M. Mertz & Jason E. Mertz, Parishioners

Funeral Home, Inc.

Fully Renovated and Increased Parking • Pre-Need & Medicaid Trust Specialists

$3895

Traditional Funerals Starting at

911 Englewood Ave., Kenmore, NY 14223 • 836-2935 • www.mertzfh.com
Busch Floor Company

“First Class Service and Quality Since 1923”

Commercial • Residential
Wall to Wall Carpeting • Tile • Linoleum
Ceramic • Hardwood • Laminate • Blinds
2727 Elmwood Avenue • Kenmore, NY 14217

875-2602

FREDDIE’S PLUMBING
SERVICE INC.
Residential Installations and Repairs
Back Up Sump Pump Specialist
Serving WNY Since 1909

FRED CLABO 631-5513 or 895-3614
freddiesplumbing.com

A1 INSULATION
AND COATINGS
Residential and Commercial
Spray Foam Insulation

$ Experience Year Round Energy Savings $
also featuring Spray Foam Commercial Roofing

Call Today and Start Saving...716-416-4289

BRIDGE and BRIDGE

Charles Patrick Bridge
Elizabeth Bridge Greenman
Timothy Patrick Bridge

Probate, Wills, Estate Planning
Real Estate & Elder Law
HIGHLAND PLAZA

874-8010

S h o t w e l l &Licensed
Insured
Plumbing, llc

EST
1980

Customer Service You Can Trust
(716) 877-1457

2ND GENERATION
F A M I LY O W N E D

ShotwellPlumbing@gmail.com
www.ShotwellPlumbing.com

KAREN MANG
Real Estate Salesperson

716.208.9673 mobile
716.881.1043 fax
kmangrealtor@gmail.com
RoncroftRealty.com

2770 Delaware Avenue Kenmore,NY 14217

RONCROFT REALTY | 716.881.1200

of WNY, Inc
232 Sawyer Ave. • Tonawanda

895-9245

1106 Englewood Avenue

716-447-0128

Lombardo
Funeral Home

Kenmore
Housing Authority

Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.

657 Colvin Blvd. 874-6000

Our Family Ser ving Your Family Since 1907
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995

Senior Citizen Housing

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket

Ask me about the
100% Money Back
Guarantee!

(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; may be required by cemetery)

• Direct Cremation $899
Serving The Northtowns

885 Niagara Falls Blvd. • (Near Eggert Rd. & Sheridan Dr.)

837-7100

“The End of High Cost Funerals”

AL’S TREE SERVICE

3215 Delaware Ave.,
Kenmore, N.Y.

Thoughtful, Personalized
Service Since 1977
Complete Funeral,
Cremation & Preneed
Arrangements.

For an Accurate Appraisal of your home

www.adamsdoorcompany.com

GINNANE
funeral home
873-4774

Accurate Appraisal
Garage Doors • Service & Repair • Free Estimates

D. LAWRENCE

Therese Melchiorre

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
GRI SFR - Parishioner

Cell: 716.239.8672
Office: 716.837.7500
ThereseMelchiorre@howardhanna.com

2427 Sheridan Drive • Tonawanda, NY 14150

Mark T. Donahue, DDS
John P. Eberz, DDS
Robert J. LaCarrubba, DDS
Lawrence P. Whelan, DDS
2707 Sheridan Dr • Tonawanda, NY
(716) 831-9200

DENGLER, ROBERTS, PERNA
FUNERAL HOME

Trimming ~ Removal
FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

Honoring Memories, Celebrating Lives

3070 Delaware Ave., Kenmore NY
873.7825 | DenglerRobertsPernaFuneral.com

Serving Kenmore and the Tonawandas

692-7041

Matthew DeWitt

Parishioner

716-691-8207
“A Vision for the Future”

mdewitt@davisfinancialservice.com

Contact James McGee to place an ad today!
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

Offering Insurance and Financial Services

www.davisfinancialservice.com

Securities and Advisory Services offered through Cadaret, Grant & Co., Inc., a Registered Investment Advisor
and Member FINRA/SIPC. Davis Financial Services and Cadaret, Grant & Co., Inc. are separate entities

The iHelp+ 3G™ mPERS (mobile personal emergency
response system, or mobile medical alarm) is a
reliable, easy-to-use medical alarm device with
superior features and functions.

Includes:
Base Charger, Car Charger,
Lanyard, Bracelet, Belt Clip
$99 activation $49.95 mo.
$199 activation $39.95 mo.

“Breakfast, Lunch and
Dinner on Fridays”
Sun-Thurs 8AM - 3PM • Fri 8AM- 9PM

Catering and Private Parties Available

makes a
great gift!

716-874-0504 • MyCompleteSecurity.com

3-D-4-2

Daily Lunch Specials
2878 Delaware Ave., Kenmore
716-873-3447
www.eggsperiencedelaware.com

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1021

