
ST. JOHN XXIII  
PARISH 

January 16, 2022 

1 Arcade Street  ● West Seneca, New York  14224 
Office Hours: 9:00am - 2:00pm (M-F) 
(716) 823-1090 ● www.stjohn23.com 

Rev.  John E. Stanton, Pastor 
Toni Drzewiecki, Executive Assistant 
Jennifer Lang, Director of Faith Formation 
Bill Morris, Director of Buildings & Grounds 
Thomas J. Mudd, Jr., Director of Music 

Masses: Sat. 4:00pm (Vigil), Sun. 8:30am & 10:30am 
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Week of January 16, 2022                                                            ST. JOHN XXIII PARISH  

 

Stewardship in Faith:  
For the week January 9, 2022: 
Regular: $ 7,818.00 

 “Dustbusters, Inc.” … Team #4 will clean the 
Church the week of January 16th.  Thanks! 

 

JOIN THE BINGO FUN . . . WE’RE READY!!! 
SATURDAYS  7:00 PM  

Sat. Purple Progressive No. 55 – Guarantee $ 1,000. 
Sat. Black Progressive No. 52 – Starting $ 333. 

From the Desk of  Fr. John 

Welcome to St. John XXIII.  Ordinary Time is in 
full bloom, and you can see how our Altar has 

now transitioned to a new Season.  As newness awaits us, 
today’s Gospel appropriately places us at the Wedding Feast 
at Cana, the Church’s third Epiphany moment (i.e., the first 
the Magi’s visit to Manager; and second the Baptism of the 
Lord).  The beauty of the Wedding Feast is that every time 
we join in the Mass, we indeed join a Messianic Banquet, 
with the Lord inviting us to be transformed and, in turn, 
changing ourselves and our families.  The changing of the 
Ordinary Bread and Wine demonstrates the sheer goodness of 
God, and the giving of His all to us.     
  I really like today’s Readings because they speak of God’s 
mercy.  Isaiah prophesized the mercy of God to a people un-
deserving of it.  To Isaiah, Israel would be fully vindicated.  
The Gospel emphasizes Jesus’ birth into this world as signal-
ing newness and change.  As Ordinary Time begins, use these 
few weeks before Ash Wednesday to become your better self.  
Our Lenten Program, just a few weeks away, will be outlined 
shortly.  Let’s all deepen our faith lives during this Winter.   
  Finally, thanks to all who have participated in the upcom-
ing Raffle for “Oklahoma!” Musical at Shea’s Buffalo 
(sold after Masses), our Hearts Galore Calendar Raffle, 
and please gear up for Vera Bradley Bingo on Feb. 27th.   
             God’s abundant blessings, Fr. John.    
             frjohn@stjohn23.com 

We pray through the power of Christ for the healing of … Robert Rath, 
Stephen Boryszewski, Leo Schiffhaer, Alice Morrisley, Jeanette Watkins, 
Judy Kelly, Michael Weishaupt, Lynn McKenna, Grace Lord, Fred Posto-
lese, James Hogan, Rosalie Diaspara, Marian Spoor, Patricia Walczak, 
Thomas Lavelle, Marge Dutka, JoAnne Hahn, Max Wojciechowski, Tony 
Peters, Christopher Travis, Rick Stoddard, Kaylin Kline, Elizabeth Fay, 
Rick McEvoy, Cheryl Lane, James Ruggiero, Gladys Roche, Norman 
Dailey, Mary Laubenthal, Heidi Sheehan, Beverly Smith, Harry Gray, 
Sharon Quinn, Hugh & Judy Bondanza, Andrew Dodges, Phyllis Elbers, 
Alice Kowalewski, Patti Catanzaro, David Smith, Eleanor Szefler, Rosyln 
Hawthorn, Kevin Denecke, Mary Jane Lane, Melissa Piskor, Jack Fadeley, 
Robert Loniewski & Rhonda Strumpf. 

Help Us!  Without Sunday Mass for 
several months due to COVID-19, our 
annual collections have been affected. 
Would you help us?  As you know, 

our collection revenue is down overall, and with-
out regular contributions, we will experience prob-
lems with bills. Please prayerfully consider in-
creasing your contribution if you are able.  Help us 
help you.  God’s generosity can’t be outdone. 

Donation Update! Thanks to all who have 

mailed or dropped off their weekly dona-

tions.  We Are Grateful. Please Help Us. 

 

 

 

LIVE-STREAM MASSES & EVENTS: 

FACEBOOK.COM/ST. JOHN XXIII PARISH 

PRAY FOR YOUR DECEASED LOVED ONES 
2022 Mass Intentions are available for your loved 
ones at $15.  It is a great way to pray & love them. 

January Fuel Collection 
 

Please be sure to help with our January Fuel 
Collection.  It greatly helps in paying winter 
costs. Please use your envelope or a write on a 

blank envelope “fuel.”  Thanks for your generosity! 

Monday morning exercise club  

Many thanks to the Monday Morn-
ing Exercise Club that generously 

donated $240 to our Parish.  We are so grateful.  
Interested in joining this fun club?  Consider 
YOURSELF invited every Monday Morning at 9:30 
a.m.  Thanks again — it really helps us! 

THANK YOU KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS! 

An appreciative Note of Thanks to the Fr. 
Justin Knights of Columbus (Union Rd.) 
that donated $1,000 from its Bingo opera-

tions. Thanks for your help — you made a differ-
ence in our lives & we are extremely appreciative. 

Income Tax Time! 

Would you like a statement of your rec-
orded contributions for income tax pur-
poses? Call (823-1090) or write us by de-

positing a note in the collection.  We’re happy to help!  
Most of all, we’re very grateful for your support. 

Welcome Visitors!   
In this time of change, we 
welcome everyone to our 

vibrant community, so 
“consider yourself invit-

ed” to join us!  Call the Rectory for a 

Registration Form or find it on our web-
site at www.stjohn23.com.  Welcome! 

Family Moment.  In today’s Gospel, we 

meet Wedding “servers.”  How can YOU 
be a better “server” in your family — to 
wait on God’s instruction and carry it out 

in your family life?  Go ahead, make a difference.  



WEST SENECA, NEW YORK                                                           Week of January 16, 2022 

 

From the Desk of Jennifer Lang, Director of Faith Formation 
This Weekend’s Gospel is the Wedding at Cana.  I remember when my brother was getting married and all the 
preparations that went with it, as well as a good amount of anxiety.  My parents lived across the street from the 
caterer.   My mother happened to see her the day before the rehearsal dinner.  She waved and talked casually, then 

said, “Well, we'll see you tomorrow.”  The caterer looked surprised, because she thought the dinner was the following 
week.  The caterer sped up the plans for the rehearsal and everything was delivered on time the next day.  While Jesus, with 
the prompting of my mother, did not turn water into wine that evening, there was a small miracle that occurred.  Next Sun-
day, January 23rd, is a Family Activity that will be celebrating Catholic Education.  Everyone in the Parish is invited to see 
exhibits of the Schools and Faith Formation Programs of the Diocese over the past 175 years.  
                                  Jennifer Lang, Director of Faith Formation  
                                  Email: faithformation@stjohn23.com 

Life is not meant to be a burden. Be-
lieve it or not, God actually wants us to 
be happy! In fact, the Wedding Feast 
at Cana shows us that God even puts 
His blessing on our happiness. God is 
with us through the long haul, through 

the challenges and sorrows as well as the successes 
and accomplishments. In spite of the fact that we often 
wander from the path, God’s celebratory delight in us 
remains. As spouses are asked to remain faithful to 
each other through whatever life brings, God remains 
faithful too. This promise remains through this life and 
into the next. All we have to do is take the advice of 
Jesus’ mother to heart when she says, “Listen to Him.” 
This wisdom saves us from foolishly giving in to the illu-
sion that we can make better wine than Jesus.  

Catechetical Corner 
A Weekly Faith Growing Bulletin Corner _________________ 
The Wedding Feast At Cana 

The Lord Jesus Christ began His super-
natural, miraculous signs in Cana.  The first sign 
profoundly symbolized the Kingdom of Heaven’s 
imminent need to be spread beyond Judea into the 
entire world.  The Wedding setting at which the 
Lord performed His first miracle is also symbolically 
important, emphasizing His union with His chosen 
bride Israel.  The emptiness of those six water pots 
at the Wedding feast signifies the void of Judaism 
and its failure to meet the spiritual needs of the 
Jewish population leaving them unfulfilled with 
much to be desired.  Jesus waited until the pots 
were completely empty before He could move in 
with His new, fresh, good wine.  It is the same to-
day.  He waits until our hearts are completely emp-
ty of all filth and love of the world before He can 
move in and allow His Grace to work and fill them 
with good wine of love for God and for one another. 

Strengthen Marriage. “Date your spouse” to 
strengthen the marriage. Visit www.stjohn23.com. 

A SMILE MAY TAKE JUST A MO-
MENT, BUT THE MEMORY OF THAT 
SMILE CAN LAST FOREVER! 

“Give And Take” With God, 

And Change The World . . . 

“There is a beautiful “give and take” in the different 
relationships of life where all are united in one great 

love in Him who sacrificed His life for us, our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  If only everyone could feel this, how perfect 
would be the harmony on Earth.” -St. Teophane Venard 

LESSONS LEARNED: WEDDING AT CANA 

1. Take Your Requests to Jesus but Humbly Ac-

cept His Answer.  The mother of Jesus said to Him, 

“They have no wine.” [And] Jesus said to her, 

“Woman, how does your  concern affect Me.  My hour 

has not come” (Jn 2:3-4).  Mary couldn’t make Jesus 

do anything even though she was special to Him.  

Jesus wanted to be sure He was working on the Fa-

ther’s schedule toward the ultimate goal of redemp-

tion for His people.  Lesson: God doesn’t work on 

our cues. We must trust Him with our plans and the 

timing of those plans. 2. Cultivate a Humble and 

Obedient Heart.  His mother said to the servers, “Do 

whatever He tells you” (Jn 2:5).  Lesson: Since you 

can’t make Jesus do your will, resign yourself to do 

whatever He says. Obey Him and you’ll have more 

peace.  3. Remember that in God’s Hands, the 

Ordinary Becomes Extraordinary. Ordinary 

things can become extraordinary when they’re 

blessed by God.  The disciples themselves were 

ordinary people before they were called. Lesson:  

The goal of a follower of Christ should be that Christ 

becomes more noticeable in our life. We want peo-

ple to see Him in us. With God, “ordinary” things 

and people become “extraordinary.” 

Okay, We All Struggle…. Never underesti-
mate the pain of a person.  In all 
honesty, everyone struggles.  Some 

people are better at hiding it than others. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/passage/?q=john+2:3-4
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/2-5.html


LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 
 

Saturday, January 15, 2022, 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  4:00pm.     Pauline Malczewski - by Bob & Kathy Ives 
   AND:        Camille Rybarczyk - by Family 

Sunday, January 16, 2022, 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  8:30am.      Edward Perillo - by Family 
   AND:        John & Elizabeth Kostek- by Children 
10:30am.     Bob Berger - by Dan & Gail   
   AND:        Wallace S. Piotrowski - by Dick & Barbara Lavelle 
 

Monday, January 17, 2022, St. Anthony, Abbot 
  8:30am.     Mary Elizabeth Bauer - by Estate 
   AND:        Parishioners of St. John XXIII 

Tuesday, January 18, 2022, Weekday 
  8:30am.     Lorraine Gancarz - by Family 

Wednesday, January 19, 2022, Weekday 
  8:30am.    Laura Adamski - by Estate of Nancy Adamski 
   AND:       Parishioners of St. John XXIII Parish 

Thursday, January 20, 2022, St. Fabian 
  8:30am.    All Souls’ Intentions 
   AND:       Parishioners of St. John XXIII Parish 

Friday,  January 21, 2022, St. Agnes 
  8:30am.    Ted Wieleba - by Wife, Ellie 

Saturday, January 22, 2022, 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  4:00pm.     Nancy Guindon - by Ron & Janet Shamrock 
   AND:        Stephen & Paulina Labedz - by Gary Labedz 

Sunday, January 23, 2022, 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  8:30am.     Leona & Eugene Antkowiak - by Daughter, Annette 
   AND:        Barbara Kossowski - by Gavin Family 
10:30am.     Wallace S. Piotrowski - by Val & Family   
   AND:        Eric Wozniak & the Holy Souls - by Mother                               

Scriptures for Next Sunday 
First Reading:  Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10 
Psalm:  19:8-10, 10-15 
Second Reading:  1 Cor 12:12-30 
Gospel:   Lk 1:1-4, 14-21 

The Sanctuary Light will shine this week for Chad Lomas by Rose 
Glodzik. 

 

St. Anthony (Jan. 17th) 
St. Anthony (251-356), was born into a wealthy 

Egyptian Family.  At age 20, he was so moved 

by the Gospel message, “Go, sell what you 
have, and give to [the] poor” (Mk 10:21b), that 

he actually did just that with his large inheritance.  He saw 

the world completely covered with snares and gave the 

Church and the world the witness of solitary asceticism, great 

personal mortification and prayer.  He drew many people to 

himself for spiritual healing and guidance.  At 54, he found-

ed a sort of monastery of scattered cells.  At 60, he hoped to 

be a martyr in the renewed Roman persecution of 311, fear-

lessly exposing himself to danger while giving moral and ma-

terial support to those in prison. At 88, he was fighting the 

Arian heresy.  St. Anthony is associated in art with a T-

shaped cross, a pig and a book. The pig and the cross are 

symbols of his valiant warfare with the devil; the cross his 

constant means of power over evil spirits; the pig a symbol of 

the devil himself. He died in solitude at 105.   



 

This Week at St. John’s 
Sunday Mass.  We’re Open: Saturday 4:00 p.m. Vigil,   
   Sunday 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Also view Mass live 
    on  Facebook, YouTube, and at ww.stjohn23.com. 
 

Choir Rehearsal. Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word.  Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Healthy Living: Fun low-impact exercises while sitting  
   with Kathy Zawadzki.  Monday at 9:15 a.m. 
 

Rosary. Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 

Liturgy of the Hours: Morning Prayer. Thurs. at 9:00 a.m. 

Bingo.  Saturday at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Next Sunday at St. John’s 

 

Faith Formation Family Activity:  Catholic Education.   
  Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Choir Rehearsal. Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word.  Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
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	 Legarreta Eye Center
	 Medical-Surgical-Optical

Eye Exams/Cataracts/Glaucoma/Dry Eye
Contacts/Visit our ultimate eyewear shop

Cheektowaga • 668-3030    Lockport • 433-0091
Williamsville • 633-2203

www.legarretaeyecenter.com

HOY
Funeral Home

We Specialize in Arranging Pre-Need
Funerals and Medicaid Trust Accounts

Consultations at no charge • 674-3636
3855 Seneca St., West Seneca

John P. Eberz, DDS
General Dentistry

www.healthysmileswny.com

3811 Seneca St., West Seneca, NY 14224

Tel: (716) 674-3737 
ddrjohnberz@roadrunner.com

4199 Lake Shore Rd., Hamburg	 1340 Union Rd., West Seneca
	 716-627-2919	 716-674-5776

www.lakesidefuneralhome.com

Residential Roofing • Copper Work • Slate

Bus 716-873-0655Bus 716-873-0655
1901 Niagara St. • Buffalo, NY 14207

(formerly of Peter W. Eberz & Son)

Century Architectural Sheet Metal LLCCentury Architectural Sheet Metal LLC

	 Michael Zink	 Rich Kraft	 Michael Zink	 Rich Kraft
	 812-0954	 380-0711	 812-0954	 380-0711

Kathy Zawadzki
Certified Hatha Yoga Teacher

4184 Seneca St., Suite 204 (Across from Q of H)

(716) 903-5020
www.yogabykathyz.com

	 J’s White Elephant
	 Banquet Center
	 716-539-9998
	 JWhiteElephant.com
	 1404 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY

Specializing in Funeral Brunches, Showers, 
Wedding, Rehearsal Dinners or any Special Event.
Mention this ad for a free appetizer.

Buszka Funeral Home Inc.
Pre-Need Arrangements • Medicaid Burial Trusts
We are here to help you when you need us

2005 Clinton St., Buffalo and 
2085 Union Rd., West Seneca

825-7777 or Toll Free 1-800-835-3517
www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  

• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995  
Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  

(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; may be required by cemetery)  

• Direct Cremation $899 
3060 Abbott Road, Orchard Park, NY 14127 • (Near Lake Avenue)
823-4812	 “The End of High Cost Funerals” 

	Peter K. Leslie 	  Margaret M. Leslie
lic. funeral director	 lic. funeral director

250 Orchard Park Rd., West Seneca 
(Between Seneca St. & Potters Rd.) 

716.825.5205

• Pre-Planning
• Traditional Funerals
• Memorial Services
• Full Service Cremation Options

family owned & operated by residents of  west seneca

	 42 French Road
	 Gardenville, NY
	 PH: 716-822-8887
	 Fax: 716-822-6503
www.webergreenhouses.com

Joe Weber • Sue & Mike Weber
Parishioners

Wagner Monuments
Monuments • Markers • Urns
Vases • Cemetery Lettering

2953 Genesee Street
Between Harlem & Union

892-5505

	 Centerview Bakery Inc.
	 465 Center Road
	 West Seneca, NY
	 674-8586
	 FULL LINE OF BAKED GOODS
Baked Fresh Daily on Premises

Tue-F- 5am-7pm, Sat-5am-6pm, Sun & Mon- closed
www.eileensbakery.com

Eilee
n’s

Pietszak 
	 Funeral Home

897-2400
2400 William St. • 806 Clinton St

Wilhelmina, Janine & Michael Klimeczko
Licensed Directors

	 674-8110
	 PHIL GREGOIRE

3675 Clinton St., West Seneca
philsquality.com  •  N.Y.S. Inspection

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

Committed to Caring, 
Learning & Growth
100% of Graduates 

Get Accepted to College!
Check our Website for Upcoming
 Open Houses, Seminars & More

716.825.8796 • www.mtmercy.org
88 Red Jacket Parkway, Buffalo

of
ERIE

COUNTY
NY Connects
Your Link to Long Term
Services and Supports

Are you caregiving for someone
60+ not on Medicaid?

Want to be compensated?
Call now for info and eligibility (800) 342-9871 • (716) 858-8526

Funding provided by NYSOFA


