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Week of January 30, 2022                                                            ST. JOHN XXIII PARISH  

 

Stewardship in Faith:  
For the week January 23, 2022: 
Regular: $ 5,118.20 

 “Dustbusters, Inc.” … Team #6 will clean the 
Church the week of January 30th.  Thanks! 

 

JOIN THE BINGO FUN . . . WE’RE READY!!! 
SATURDAYS  7:00 PM  

Sat. Purple Progressive No. 55 – Guarantee $ 1,000. 
Sat. Black Progressive No. 53 – Starting $ 565. 

From the Desk of  Fr. John 

Welcome to St. John XXIII.  Living the Gospel  
— really living it — is difficult.  The Gospel 

calls us to change.  It makes us uneasy. We want to hear that 
we are “fine” because “we’ve always done something this 
way” or because it’s “my way.”  Today, I encourage you to 
let these Readings permeate within you.  Perhaps God calls 
you to change; or be the one to encourage others to do so?  
That’s the prophetic role.  In our First Reading, Jeremiah 
serves as an example of someone who lived his calling but, 
like Christ, was ultimately rejected.  The Gospel finds peo-
ple “not wanting” to recognize Jesus’ authority. We repeat 
the same mistakes today.  To be pulled from our comfort 
zones and into something new takes work. Being rejected is 
even more difficult.  That’s the power of the Mass, and why 
every week it’s so important.  In your prayer life this week, 
ask yourself how and where God is calling you to grow or 
help others grow this week.  You really can make all the dif-
ference in your family and at work and school.  It is worth it. 
  In other news, please place your final wagers for the  
“Oklahoma!” Musical Raffle (winner selected next week), 
and our Hearts Galore Calendar Raffle (winners begin 
being selected this week).  Finally, our Vera Bradley Bin-
go on Feb. 27th is off to a great start.  Join in and win 
something big.  You’ll love it.                   
            God’s abundant blessings, Fr. John.     
            frjohn@stjohn23.com 

We pray through the power of Christ for the healing of … Robert Rath, 
Stephen Boryszewski, Leo Schiffhaer, Alice Morrisley, Jeanette Watkins, 
Judy Kelly, Michael Weishaupt, Lynn McKenna, Grace Lord, Fred Posto-
lese, James Hogan, Rosalie Diaspara, Marian Spoor, Patricia Walczak, 
Thomas Lavelle, Marge Dutka, JoAnne Hahn, Max Wojciechowski, Tony 
Peters, Christopher Travis, Rick Stoddard, Kaylin Kline, Elizabeth Fay, 
Rick McEvoy, Cheryl Lane, James Ruggiero, Gladys Roche, Norman 
Dailey, Mary Laubenthal, Heidi Sheehan, Beverly Smith, Harry Gray, 
Sharon Quinn, Hugh & Judy Bondanza, Andrew Dodges, Phyllis Elbers, 
Alice Kowalewski, Patti Catanzaro, David Smith, Eleanor Szefler, Rosyln 
Hawthorn, Kevin Denecke, Mary Jane Lane, Melissa Piskor, Jack Fade-
ley, Robert Loniewski, Rhonda Strumpf & Sharon Krug. 

Help Us!  Without Sunday Mass for 
several months due to COVID-19, our 
annual collections have been affected. 
Would you help us?  As you know, 

our collection revenue is down overall, and with-
out regular contributions, we will experience prob-
lems with bills. Please prayerfully consider in-
creasing your contribution if you are able.  Help us 
help you.  God’s generosity can’t be outdone. 

Donation Update! Thanks to all who have 

mailed or dropped off their weekly dona-

tions.  We Are Grateful. Please Help Us. 

 

 

 

LIVE-STREAM MASSES & EVENTS: 

FACEBOOK.COM/ST. JOHN XXIII PARISH 

PRAY FOR YOUR DECEASED LOVED ONES 
2022 Mass Intentions are available for your loved 
ones at $15.  It is a great way to pray & love them. 

January Fuel Collection 
 

Please be sure to help with our January Fuel 
Collection.  It greatly helps in paying winter 
costs. Please use your envelope or a write on a 

blank envelope “fuel.”  Thanks for your generosity! 

Don’t Give Up.  Don’t let frustration knock 
you down.  Don’t let fear stand in your way.  
Pray because you CAN DO IT — and the 
struggle will be all worth it. 

Income Tax Time! 

Would you like a statement of your rec-
orded contributions for income tax pur-
poses? Call (823-1090) or write us by de-

positing a note in the collection.  We’re happy to help!  
Most of all, we’re very grateful for your support. 

Welcome Visitors!   
In this time of change, we 
welcome everyone to our 

vibrant community, so 
“consider yourself invit-

ed” to join us!  Call the Rectory for a 

Registration Form or find it on our web-
site at www.stjohn23.com.  Welcome! 

Family Moment:  “Living” It! 
“Love is patient, love is kind …” As familiar 
as these words are, they never seem silly. 
Despite the fact that you’ve probably heard 

it at many weddings over time, First Corinthians 
isn’t just for newlyweds. It’s for single and mar-
ried folks too. It’s for every one of us, in every 
state of life and every social situation, in every 
country and culture and language across the 
globe – including the online world. It’s for Face-
book and Twitter and Instagram.  A sense of divi-
sion — whether rooted in politics, culture or any-
thing else — is growing in our world. Be grateful.    
Be kind.  Remember, “love never fails.” 
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From the Desk of Jennifer Lang, Director of Faith Formation 
The Readings from this week can be reflected on for the next month.  The First Reading is “the prophetic call” 
that each of us has received from God.  We have all been dedicated as prophets of God.  The ways of God we 
have been taught from our youthful days from family, schools, and Faith Formation Programs.  The Second Read-
ing is one of the Scriptures that is well-known.  It is the basis of all that we have learned.  Learning about the 
Scripture and the Church’s traditions are very good, but it is all done in love or it is all for nothing.  Children talk 

and think and reason as children, but adults can comprehend the immense power of God in even greater ways.   
                                  Jennifer Lang, Director of Faith Formation  
                                  Email: faithformation@stjohn23.com 

Do we speak God’s “truth?” It 
makes us feel good to speak 
of God as love. But have we 
ever considered the ramifica-
tions of this radical message? 
There are assaults on human 
life occurring daily. More and 

more the value and worth of a human being is being 
reduced and minimalized. We are becoming widgets in 
the production of life. In our whole simple humble 
ways, we too are called to be prophets. Knowing who 
you are and what is within your means to do, how can 
you make God’s love real, stand up for what is right, 
and give witness to the sacredness of all around you? 

Catechetical Corner 
A Weekly Faith Growing Bulletin Corner _________________ 

Presentation of the Lord (Feb. 2nd) 
The Church celebrates the feast of the Presenta-
tion of the Lord on February 2nd, forty days after 
Christmas Day.  It is also known as Candlemas 
day, since the blessing and procession of candles 
is included in the day’s liturgy. The feast was first 
observed in the Eastern Church as "The Encoun-
ter."  The Presentation concluded the celebration of 
the Nativity and with the offerings of the Virgin 
Mother and the prophecy of Simeon, the events 
now point toward Easter.  Christ is the light of the 
nations — hence the blessing and procession of 
candles on this festive day.  

Candlemas 2022. Candlemas, or the Presenta-
tion of the Lord, is a significant day of the 
Church’s life.  If you have a candle, you can pray 
right at home and celebrate the Light of the World, 
Christ.  For a prayer, visit www.stjohn23.com. 

TODAY’S GOSPEL. It’s all about who Jesus 
is and who people believe Him to be. The 
story of Jesus’ preaching and rejection at 
Nazareth is found in each of Synoptic Gos-

pels.  In the Gospel of Luke, it is told near the begin-
ning of His public ministry to foretell His passion and 
death, and help explain the inclusion of the Gentiles in 
the promise of salvation. Only St. Luke identifies the 
content of Jesus' teaching in any detail, with the cause 
of this rejection at Nazareth in the context of this later 
Christian history. Just as the people at Nazareth did 
not welcome the Good News that Jesus announced, so 
too many Israelites will not accept the preaching of 
the Gospel.  Jesus persevered.  So may we also live the 
Gospel, even if it is difficult.  

Keep The Peace . . . 
SOMETIMES WHEN YOU ARE IN A 
HEATED ARGUMENT, IT’S BETTER 
TO STOP ARGUING AND JUST LET 

THE OTHER PERSON BE WRONG. 

Leave The Past In The Past! 
THE PAST SHOULD BE LEFT IN THE 

PAST OR IT CAN “STEAL” YOUR FU-

TURE.  LIVE LIFE FOR WHAT TO-

MORROW CAN BRING, NOT WHAT YESTER-

DAY HAS TAKEN AWAY.  EVERY DAY IS A GIFT. 

SEVEN STEPS TO HAPPINESS:  Think 
less, feel more. Frown less, smile 
more. Talk less, listen more. Judge 

less, accept more. Watch less, do more. Complain 
less, appreciate more.  Fear less, Love more. 

From The Mouth Of A Saint. .. 
“It is not those who commit the least faults who 
are the most holy, but those who have the great-
est courage, the greatest generosity, the greatest 
love, who make the boldest efforts to overcome 
themselves, and are not immediately apprehensive 
about tripping.” -- Saint Francis de Sales 

View Life As A Giant Progress Bar… 
Everything you do is progress.  Prayed a 
rosary?  You progressed in your spiritual 
life.  Forgave someone?  You progressed 
in mercy. Bit your tongue and paid a com-

pliment?  You progressed in patience. Each pro-
gression builds the Body of Christ in our world.  
How much progress can you make this week? 

https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/TK9c_eRLown0A
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/TK9c_eRLown0A
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/TK9c_eRLown0A
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/TK9c_eRLown0A
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/TK9c_eRLown0A
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/TK9c_eRLown0A
https://www.inspiringquotes.us/author/6692-saint-francis-de-sales


LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 
 

Saturday, January 29, 2022, 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  4:00pm.     Anthony Persichini - by Eleanore Persichini 
   AND:        Patricia Lafferty - by Marty & Peggy McGrath 

Sunday, January 30, 2022, 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   8:30am.     Dr. Michael Talluto - by Gavin Family 
   AND:         Richard Izzzo - by Gavin Family    
10:30am.     Wallace S. Piotrowski - by Teach Family   
   AND:        Mary Lou & Harold Moebius - by Daughters                               
 

Monday, January 31, 2022, Weekday 
  8:30am.     Rev. Msgr. Kevin O’Neill - by Estate 

Tuesday, February 1, 2022, Weekday 
  8:30am.     Mary Elizabeth Bauer - by Estate 

Wednesday, February 2, 2022, Presentation of the Lord 
  8:30am.     Louis Adamski - by Estate of Nancy Adamski 

Thursday, February 3, 2022, St. Blaise 
  8:30am.     Anna McFarland - by Estate of Mary Higgins 

Friday,  February 4, 2022, Weekday 
  8:30am.     All Souls’ Intentions 
  AND:         Parishioners of St. John XXIII Parish 

Saturday, February 5, 2022, 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  4:00pm.     Lesser & Casserta Families  
                                      - by George & Toni Lesser 
   AND:        Patricia Lafferty - by Jim & Rita Wagner 

Sunday, February 6, 2022, 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   8:30am.    Bernard J. Ruda - by Wife, Mariann 
   AND:        Adam Fornoff - by Gavin Family    
10:30am.     Wallace S. Piotrowski - by Val & Family   
   AND:        David Luchowski - by Anne Mary Agostinelli                               

Scriptures for Next Sunday 
First Reading:  Is 6:1-2a, 3-8 
Psalm:  138:1-5, 7-8 
Second Reading:  1 Cor 15:1-11 
Gospel:   Lk 5:1-11 

The Sanctuary Light will shine this week for Kathleen Dolan, by 
Gavin Family. 

 

St. AnSGAR (FEB. 3rd) 

St. Ansgar (801-865), became a Benedictine 

at Corbie, France, where he had been edu-

cated. Three years later, when the King of 

Denmark became a convert, St. Ansgar went to that country 

for three years of missionary work, without noticeable suc-

cess. Sweden asked for Christian missionaries, and he then 

went there, suffering capture by pirates and other hardships 

on the way. Fewer than two years later, he was recalled, to 

become abbot of New Corbie (Corvey) and bishop of Ham-

burg.  After 13 years’ work in Hamburg, he saw it burned to 

the ground by invading Northmen; both Sweden and Den-

mark returned to paganism.  He directed new apostolic ac-

tivities in the North, traveling to Denmark and was instru-

mental in the conversion of another King. By the strange 

device of casting lots, the King of Sweden allowed the Chris-

tian missionaries to return.  Biographers remark that St. 

Ansgar was an extraordinary preacher, a humble and asceti-

cal priest, and devoted to the poor.  May he pray for us. 



 

This Week at St. John’s 
Sunday Mass.  We’re Open: Saturday 4:00 p.m. Vigil,   
   Sunday 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Also view Mass live 
    on  Facebook, YouTube, and at ww.stjohn23.com. 
 

Knights of St. John.   Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Choir Rehearsal. Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word.  Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Healthy Living: Fun low-impact exercises while sitting  
   with Kathy Zawadzki.  Monday at 9:15 a.m. 
 

Rosary. Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 

Classic Citizens.  Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. 

Holy Name Society.  Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 

Liturgy of the Hours: Morning Prayer. Thurs. at 9:00 a.m. 

Eucharistic Adoration.  Friday at 9:00 a.m. 

Bingo.  Saturday at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Next Sunday at St. John’s 

 

Choir Rehearsal. Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word.  Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 

This Friday, February 4th 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon 
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	 Legarreta Eye Center
	 Medical-Surgical-Optical

Eye Exams/Cataracts/Glaucoma/Dry Eye
Contacts/Visit our ultimate eyewear shop

Cheektowaga • 668-3030    Lockport • 433-0091
Williamsville • 633-2203

www.legarretaeyecenter.com

HOY
Funeral Home

We Specialize in Arranging Pre-Need
Funerals and Medicaid Trust Accounts

Consultations at no charge • 674-3636
3855 Seneca St., West Seneca

John P. Eberz, DDS
General Dentistry

www.healthysmileswny.com

3811 Seneca St., West Seneca, NY 14224

Tel: (716) 674-3737 
ddrjohnberz@roadrunner.com

4199 Lake Shore Rd., Hamburg	 1340 Union Rd., West Seneca
	 716-627-2919	 716-674-5776

www.lakesidefuneralhome.com

Residential Roofing • Copper Work • Slate

Bus 716-873-0655Bus 716-873-0655
1901 Niagara St. • Buffalo, NY 14207

(formerly of Peter W. Eberz & Son)

Century Architectural Sheet Metal LLCCentury Architectural Sheet Metal LLC

	 Michael Zink	 Rich Kraft	 Michael Zink	 Rich Kraft
	 812-0954	 380-0711	 812-0954	 380-0711

Kathy Zawadzki
Certified Hatha Yoga Teacher

4184 Seneca St., Suite 204 (Across from Q of H)

(716) 903-5020
www.yogabykathyz.com

	 J’s White Elephant
	 Banquet Center
	 716-539-9998
	 JWhiteElephant.com
	 1404 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY

Specializing in Funeral Brunches, Showers, 
Wedding, Rehearsal Dinners or any Special Event.
Mention this ad for a free appetizer.

Buszka Funeral Home Inc.
Pre-Need Arrangements • Medicaid Burial Trusts
We are here to help you when you need us

2005 Clinton St., Buffalo and 
2085 Union Rd., West Seneca

825-7777 or Toll Free 1-800-835-3517
www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  

• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995  
Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  

(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; may be required by cemetery)  

• Direct Cremation $899 
3060 Abbott Road, Orchard Park, NY 14127 • (Near Lake Avenue)
823-4812	 “The End of High Cost Funerals” 

	Peter K. Leslie 	  Margaret M. Leslie
lic. funeral director	 lic. funeral director

250 Orchard Park Rd., West Seneca 
(Between Seneca St. & Potters Rd.) 

716.825.5205

• Pre-Planning
• Traditional Funerals
• Memorial Services
• Full Service Cremation Options

family owned & operated by residents of  west seneca

	 42 French Road
	 Gardenville, NY
	 PH: 716-822-8887
	 Fax: 716-822-6503
www.webergreenhouses.com

Joe Weber • Sue & Mike Weber
Parishioners

Wagner Monuments
Monuments • Markers • Urns
Vases • Cemetery Lettering

2953 Genesee Street
Between Harlem & Union

892-5505

	 Centerview Bakery Inc.
	 465 Center Road
	 West Seneca, NY
	 674-8586
	 FULL LINE OF BAKED GOODS
Baked Fresh Daily on Premises

Tue-F- 5am-7pm, Sat-5am-6pm, Sun & Mon- closed
www.eileensbakery.com

Eilee
n’s

Pietszak 
	 Funeral Home

897-2400
2400 William St. • 806 Clinton St

Wilhelmina, Janine & Michael Klimeczko
Licensed Directors

	 674-8110
	 PHIL GREGOIRE

3675 Clinton St., West Seneca
philsquality.com  •  N.Y.S. Inspection

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

Committed to Caring, 
Learning & Growth
100% of Graduates 

Get Accepted to College!
Check our Website for Upcoming
 Open Houses, Seminars & More

716.825.8796 • www.mtmercy.org
88 Red Jacket Parkway, Buffalo

of
ERIE

COUNTY
NY Connects
Your Link to Long Term
Services and Supports

Are you caregiving for someone
60+ not on Medicaid?

Want to be compensated?
Call now for info and eligibility (800) 342-9871 • (716) 858-8526

Funding provided by NYSOFA


