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Holy Week 2020  
We begin the holiest week of the year in the most profound way, isolated and prevented from gathering in our 
homes of worship. The feeling that goes through me at this point is one of abandonment. I can only assume this 
is how those who were cast out of the temple felt; what now? A virus has cast us out of our house of worship 
and prevents us from gathering, but what the virus can’t do is take our faith, or our relationships away from us. 
As I write this I have to admit that I am struggling with that. We are entering the holiest week of the year in which 
we as Christians participate in the great mystery of God’s redemptive love being lived out in the person of Jesus. 
As we would normally gather this week, we would participate in the life giving events of Jesus’ life that bring us 
salvation. 

I am dedicating this entire bulletin to practicing Holy Week at home. On each page you will find suggestions for 
practicing this week with your family at your home altars. I also encourage you to watch our parish celebrations 
live on Facebook at Our Lady of Charity Parish. Fr. Sam and I will be celebrating the Triduum, although very differ-
ently, live on Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday. It may be different, but I am determined 
to not let this virus take away the faith and church that I love so much. I may be celebrating in an empty church, 
but I know your hearts are gathered with me. 

Our Holy Week schedule on Facebook live is as follows:

 Monday: Morning Mass at 8:00am
    Stations of the Cross with Fr. Bryan at 1:00pm
    Divine Mercy with Fr. Sam at 3:00pm

 Tuesday: Morning Mass at 8:00am
    Checkin and Chat at with Fr. Bryan at 1:00pm
    Divine Mercy with Fr. Sam 3:00pm

 Wednesday: Morning Mass at 8:00am
          Preparing for Triduum at home – questions and answers with Fr. Bryan at 3:00pm

 Thursday: Morning Prayer at 9:00am
                             ‘What so special about today?’ talk at 12:00pm                  
                              Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper at 7:00pm with Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam

 Good Friday: Morning Prayer at 9:00am
                                  ‘What so special about today?’ talk at 12:00pm
           Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion at 3:00pm with Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam
           Stations of the Cross at 6:00pm

 Holy Saturday: Morning Prayer at 9:00am
                                      Blessing of Easter baskets – 1:00pm
              Easter Vigil at 8:00pm with Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam

 Easter Sunday: 8:30 Easter Sunday Mass 
              10:30 Easter Sunday Mass

Remember, all of these events will be Facebook Live. There will be no gatherings at church to help keep everyone 
safe. Let us unite ourselves as the Body of Christ in a more profound, Spiritual way over this next week. Please 
pray, this week is still Holy, we just need to practice holiness. 

A most prayerful Holy Week to each of you. You remain in my daily prayers and thoughts.

Keep Smiling 
Fr. Bryan 
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Celebrating Palm Sunday at Home  
Remember: Facebook Live Palm Sunday Mass times are 4 pm on Saturday and 8:30am and 

10:30am on Sunday. 

Step 1: Create your home altar/sacred space area. Items to include in that space. 
1. A table with a tablecloth
2. A crucifix or cross placed on the table
3. Your family Bible 
4. Two candles of some kind

Step 2: As a family go outside and find what you will use as your ‘palms’. Remember, those who 
welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem used branches from the palm trees that were native to the area. Feel 
free to use a branch from a local tree, maybe a special tree, a pussywillow branch, or maybe a piece of 
shrub. Have each member of the family choose one ‘branch’ to be blessed. 

Step 3: Have the family line up at the main entrance of your home, eldest first, youngest last.  The 
eldest should lead the family into the room with home altar proclaiming while saying (make it chant like) 
, Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna... All family members respond: ‘Hosanna in the Highest!”
  
Step 4: Arrive at home altar and hold branches in the air. The eldest member of the family should bless 
the branches for Palm Sunday. The palms are blessed with the following prayer:
Almighty God, we pray you bless these branches and make them holy. Today we joyfully acclaim Jesus 
our Messiah and King. May we reach one day the happiness of the new and everlasting Jerusalem by 
faithfully following him who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

Palms and branches are kept in the home as a witness to faith in Jesus Christ, the messianic king, and 
in his Paschal Victory. After the branches are blessed, have each member of the family place them in a 
special place in their room to remind them of their faith in Jesus. 

Step 5: Return to the family altar – if you did not watch Facebook Live mass, read the Passion, 
Matthew 26:14 – 27:66. Once completed, or if you already watched mass, share on way in which Jesus 
needs to be King in your homes. 

Step 6: Pray the Our Father together 

Step 7: Closing prayer:
Loving God,
I am just beginning to realize how much you love me.
Your son, Jesus was humble and obedient.
He fulfilled your will for him by becoming human and suffering with us.
I ask you for the desire to become more humble
so that my own life might also bear witness to you.
I want to use the small sufferings I have in this world to give you glory.
Please, Lord, guide my mind with your truth.
Strengthen my life by the example of Jesus.
Help me to be with Jesus in this week
as he demonstrates again his total love for me.
He died so that I would no longer be separated from you.
Help me to feel how close you are and to live in union with you. Amen.

Step 8: Have eldest member of the family give final blessing:
  May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to everlasting life. Amen
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Celebrating Holy Thursday at Home  
Introduction: Holy Thursday is where we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. This is the night in which Jesus 
gave us himself in the Eucharist and gave us the priesthood, with its sacramental power. 

Step 1: Have the family gather for a prayerful, significant and celebratory meal. This meal is meant to 
remind us of the meal in which Jesus and his disciples had gathered. Be sure to sit at the family table, 
say grace before the meal. 

Step 2: At the end of the meal, have a member of the family light the candles on your family altar and 
ring a bell calling the family to the family altar at home. The bell is then silenced until Easter Sunday. 
(put it somewhere no one will ring it) 

Step 3: As you’ve gathered at your family altar, share the Gospel reading from Holy Thursday together. 
John 13: 1 – 15

Reflect on what Jesus is instructing his disciples to do. Take a moment to share with your family/
friends how we are to model that service to one another. 

Step 4: Traditionally we spend time with Jesus in the Garden at the end of our service. Take this mo-
ment to spend some time with Jesus around our family altar, spend some quiet time in prayer reflecting 
on Jesus’ presence in the Scriptures, in one another. Reverence that presence for a time. Invite family 
to spend time in prayer at the family altar so that someone is praying in the home intentionally for an 
agreed upon time. (example: 8 – 10 pm) 

Step 5: The last person who prays at the home altar should strip it of everything and leave it cleared for 
the rest of the evening. 

Step 6: All should remain quiet for the rest of the evening. No electronics, radio or TV if possible (or 
only for necessary things) should be used until Saturday. 
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Celebrating Good Friday at Home  
Remember: This is the most solemn day of the year. The day in which Jesus suffered and died for our 

sins. There should be time throughout the day to pray and meditate on what Jesus did for us by his 
sacrifice on the cross. Also remember that from 12 – 3pm a prayerful silence should be observed to 

focus us on Jesus’ Passion and death. 

Step 1: On the home altar, a crucifix should be placed in the center with two candles on either side. 

Step 2: Have the family gather at the home altar.  Invite the family to kneel around the altar with the 
crucifix on it together. Prayerfully think about Jesus’ sacrifice for 1 minute. 

Step 3: If the family is not going to watch the Facebook live Good Friday celebration, read the Passion 
narrative. John 18:1 – 19:42

Step 4: Solemn intercessions: these are the prayers the church offers in a special way on Good Friday, 
take a few moments to pray for the following as a family:

1. For the Holy Church
2. For Pope Francis
3. For all orders and degrees of the faithful
4. For catechumens (those becoming Catholic) 
5. For unity of Christians 
6. For the Jewish people
7. For those who do not believe in Christ 
8. For those who do not believe in God
9. For those who hold public office
10. For those in tribulation
11. For those who have been victims of abuse

Step 5: Venerate the crucifix. Invite each family member to make a sign of reverence to remember 
Jesus’ sacrifice. Kissing the cross, kissing the feet of Jesus, touching the cross and bowing prayerfully 
are all signs of reverence. 

Step 6: Closing Prayer – led by the eldest family member
My Lord,
your son has suffered so much, shed so much blood.
I was born with so many faults
and my nature is so full of weakness,
and yet your son Jesus has died on the cross.
For me.
I know your grace has the power
to cleanse me of my many sins
and to make me more like your Son.
Thank you for your goodness and love for me.
I ask you, Father, to watch over me - always. Amen

  All conclude with the Sign of the Cross with the eldest member saying:
May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to everlasting life.
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Celebrating Easter at Home  
Suggestions: Take some time to decorate your family altar at home. Easter flowers, or Easter cut outs. 

Color eggs which are a sign of the tomb and new life is also a great Easter activity. 

Step 1: Hide some Easter eggs around the house to find after the celebration.

Step 2: Have the youngest family member ring the bell to gather the family together at the family altar.
 
Step 3: Look up an Easter song/hymn on YouTube and play it for the family. Feel free to sing along. 
Suggestions: Jesus Christ is Risen Today, Alleluia Let the Holy Anthem Rise, Christ the Lord is Risen 
Today, Alleluia Love is Alive, Lord of the Dance

Step 4: All members of the family should begin with sign of the cross. After the Amen all say Alleluia! 

Step 5: If the family did not watch Facebook Live Easter Mass, read the Gospel John 20: 1 – 9. Reflect 
on what an empty tomb means. What has Jesus really done for us? Discuss what this means for all of 
us; we have the opportunity to go to heaven because Jesus has opened the gates. 

Step 6: Pray for all those who have gone before us, our loved ones who have died that they may 
experience the joy of Resurrection. 

Step 7: Identify three things that are symbols of Resurrection, new life. Share as a family.

Step 8: Pray the Our Father together

Step 9: Closing Prayer led by the eldest member of the family:
Raise me up! Renew my life!
Father of life, I see the light again!
I was in darkness and had lost hope
but Jesus Christ, your son,
has won out over death - for me.
I celebrate today, your love, the life you give me.
I feel your presence as you breathe on my mind
and open my heart.
So many times in my life my eyes are closed
but today I see the risen Lord
in the breaking of the bread.
Thank you for this morning of hope,
thank you for such incredible love. Amen.

All conclude with the Sign of the Cross with the eldest member saying:
  May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil and bring us to everlasting life.
All respond: Amen, Alleluia! (Feel free to sing another Easter hymn with lots of Alleluias!) 

Step 10: Have family find hidden Easter eggs! 
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Please Pray For Our Sick
“Master, the one you love is ill.” (John 11:1-2)

Irene Andrzejewski, Irene Barrett, Louise Beamish, Teresa 
Beamish, Ann Alvira-Buchnowski, Patricia Cajak, 

Maureen Canney, Cheryl Clontz, Patricia Colern, Kathleen 
Hillery, Vara Jones, Chris Lycett, Joyce Mahar, Rita 

Mascia, Claudia Moran, Janet Murray, Karen O’Neill, 
Maryann Rigby, Sandy Riley, Jane Rozek, Helen Rusiecki, 

Mary Sands, Ann Urbino, Ruth White

Kevin Barrett, Daniel Barry, Michael Beyers, Leon Bolick, 
Owen Chase, Eric Crawford, Vincent Crawford, Frank 

Czapezyk, Larry Deskiewicz, Richard Dinnocenzo, Paul 
Fitzpatrick, Jason Florea, John Godwin, Eric G., Herman 
Gagnon, Trooper Joseph Gallagher, Emmett Jakubowski, 

Rob Karr, Pat Kuhn, William & Kevin Liebner, Robert 
Mascia, Robert Maggio, Ed McGlynn, Carl Potaczala, 
George Rodriguez, The family of Coach Frank Rossi, 

Jeremiah Smith, Jim Sweeney

PLEASE NOTE: The parish office is 
temporarily closed and all parish employees 

have been temporarily laid off. Staff will not be 
available for contact, but Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam 

are available for emergencies. Thank you for 
understanding. 

Sactuary Lamps
St. Ambrose Site (April 5 - 11)
Stanley Mann (req. by family)

Administrative Assistant
Diana Deck

d.deck@olcp.org

SBCS at NDA Principal
Tristan D’Angelo

824-0726

Sacramental Preparation
Kathleen Mulqueen

Maureen Brown

Weekend/Weekday Help
Fr. Richard (Duke) Zajac

Msgr. Kevin O’Neill
Fr. Robert (Bob) Hora

Prayer Link
768-4022
823-2067

Visitor to the Sick
Sr. Pauline Petruzzella, R. S. M.

Vicar, Southeast Buffalo 
Vicariate, Pastor, & 

Canonical Administrator,
South Buffalo Catholic

Fr. Bryan Zielenieski
Fr.Bryan@olcp.org

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Samuel Giangreco, Jr.

Fr.Sam@olcp.org

Deacons
Deacon Tim Maloney

Deacon Steve Schumer

Business Manager
Elaine Williams

Director of Music & Worship
Brian Meyer

music@olcp.org
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Sat. / Sun., April 4/5 - Palm Sunday
Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam will offer intentions for 

Palm Sunday for:        
       Stanley Mann (Birth. Rem. req. by family)        
       Sally Murphy (req. by Dennis Talty) 
       Michael Anthony Anderson (Birth. Rem., req. by his parents        
    and grandparents)

         Judy Young (req. by Nancy Canonico)    
      Margaret Hassett (req. by Jill)

 Mon., April 6 - Monday of Holy Week 
 Florence Clark (req. by the McCain Family)

        
 Tues., April 7 - Tuesday of Holy Week 

Robert Strianese, Sr. (req. by Cathy Miller)   
  

Wed., April 8 - Spy Wednesday
Ann Strychalski (req. by her sister, Joan)

Thurs., April 9 - Holy Thursday
People of the Parish (req. by Fr. Bryan & Fr. Sam)

Fri., April 10 - Good Friday
No Mass Intention (Passion Service at 3:00pm)

Sat. / Sun., April 11/12 - Resurrection of our 
Lord

Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam will offer intentions for 
Easter Vigil / Easter Sunday for:        

       Mary & Leon Bolick (req. by family)        
       Helen Renzi (req. by Marion Judge) 
       Leo & Sabina Noworyta (req. by family & friends)

         Joan Hollstein & Shelley Holowaty (req. by family)    
      Doris Skowron (req. by her husband, Stephen)
 



A Friendly place where
friendly people meet!

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Home Cooked Specials
Homemade Desserts

 2301 S. Park Ave. 826-2279

Mineo’s South
P I Z Z E R I A

2154 South Park Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14220

823-6228

WAYSIDE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Pools & Spas
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

Kyle Zappia, Owner
716-824-3325

1437 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY 14218
 EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF

SOUTH PARK
LIQUORS

Your Neighborhood discouNt 
Liquor store

1605 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14220

(716) 822-2477

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

Announcing NighteNgale FuNeral home’s

 NEW LOCATION AT

Marty J. Nightengale - Funeral Director

250 orchard Park rd. West seNeca | 822-4371 | serviNg south BuFFalo, West seNeca & BeyoNd

 Same location as
 “Norman E. Gannon & Sons”
 1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

 823-0124
www.OCONNELL-MURPHYFUNERAL.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 



 Diamonds  Watches
 Gem Stones Repairs

Family Owned & Operated For 
Over 50 Years 

1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza, Lackawanna, N.Y. 
(716) 822-1302

J E W E L E R S

 Grobelny AlternAtive
 HeAltH CAre llC
 • Acupuncture
 • Chiropractic Needs
3648 Seneca Street • West Seneca, NY 14224

651-9011
Robert Grobelny, Parishioner

 O’NEILLS’
 AUTO 
 SERVICE
QUALITY & HONEST REPAIRS

Tires • sales • service • repairs

New York State Inspections

1951 South Park Ave.
(716) 825-9234

Do You Need a Plumber?

 PCS
 PlumbinG 
 & HeAtinG
 PAt leAry, owner

Commercial • Residential
South Buffalo Local Business

716-822-4302
full ServiCe PlumbinG & HeAtinG exPertS

www.pcsplumbing.com

APOLLO
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Take Out Available
Open 7 days a week
423 Hopkins Street

825-9087

Daniel J. Leonard
Funeral Home

New Location
Brand New Facilities

Large Chapels and Parking

Dan Leonard | 827-8487
873 Abbott Rd

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

PAUL E. VOGEL
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

WEST SENECA, NY
823-0968

BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING
FAMILY OWNED

 & OPERATED SINCE 1944

South Buffalo’s Largest Full Service Funeral Home

 873 Abbott Road • South Buffalo, NY 14220 Direct Cremation: $625 (Funeral Home Charge)

CASTIGLIA FUNERAL HOME, INC.
 Pre-Plan Today: 824-6435

 • Café for Refreshments
 • Spacious Viewing Chapels
 • Handicap Accessible
 • Modern Audio/Visual System
 • Ground Level Entrance

ERIE COUNTY CREMATION SERVICE

Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995 

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  
(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; 

may be required by cemetery)  

3060 Abbott Road
(Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

Over 27 Years Experience 
& Platinum Award Winner

Clare Shea
Hourihan
Licensed Real 
Estate Agent

308-1177


