
Easter Sunday
The Resurrection of our Lord

April 11/12, 2020

Welcome to the place where we can always 
fi nd hope. Our parish is rooted in the joy of 
the Resurrection, and we are excited that 
you have chosen to spiritually join us in 

sharing your Easter hope and joy! You are 
always welcome here as you are. 

We are, in fact, here to love you, support 
you, celebrate you, help you grow, deepen 

your faith, and raise you up as a fellow child 
of God. Not one of us is perfect, and each 
of us has our own personal story. Here, we 
respect that. At Our Lady of Charity Parish, 
we don’t just worship outside the box... we 

worship outside the tomb. Just as Jesus 
rose from his tomb, shining a radiant light 

on all humanity, we’re here to off er a ray 
of hope for a better today and a beautiful 
tomorrow to anyone who chooses to pray 

with us. (No matter how far apart.)

May the joy and the hope of the 
Resurrection fi ll each of our hearts today 
and always. ‘For God so loved the world, 

that he gave his only begotten Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him might 

have eternal life.’ (John 3:16)

 Please know that even though our doors 
are temporarily closed, our hearts are 

always open and you are always 
welcome here. Happy Easter! Alleluia!  

ALLELUIA!

Our Lady of Charity Parish
260 Okell • 1901 South Park

Buffalo, NY 14220
(716) 822-5962 • OurLadyOfCharityParish.com
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Celebrating the Octave of Easter  
Each day during Easter week!

Step 1: Gather at your Easter home altar each morning. Have your Bible opened to the Gospel reading 
of the day. These can be found at USCCB.org, or use any of the Gospel stories after the Resurrection.
Have a dish of water on your home altar, to remind you of Easter Baptismal Water. 
Step 2: Have the youngest member ring a bell to call everyone to prayer.
Step 3: Designate someone to lead prayer, have them begin with the sign of the cross.
Step 4: Have the eldest member bless everyone with the Easter water.
Step 5: Read the Gospel of the day, or a Resurrection story.
Step 6: Share one way to be hopeful and joyful this day. Reflect on what Jesus would want you to do 
to celebrate his Resurrection.
Step 7: Recite the Our Father 
Step 8:  Crack an Easter Egg and say Christ is Risen!
Step 9: Have the eldest member lead the final blessing: May the Lord Bless us, protect us from all evil, 
and bring us to everlasting life, Alleluia. All: Amen, Alleluia 
Step 10: Eat a piece of candy (or any treat) to remind you of the sweetness and joy of the Resurrection! 

Christ Is Risen! He Is Risen Indeed!  
Oh, how I want to scream that to all of you at Mass and hear your loud response back! It is one of my 
favorite parts of Easter Sunday, getting to proclaim that Christ is Risen! This Easter is different, but no 
matter what is going on in our world, it can never diminish the Resurrection. We are a 
Resurrection people, which means that we are a people of hope. This weekend’s Easter bulletin is 
dedicated to hope. I have asked several people to submit their stories on where they find Easter hope 
at this time in our world. I pray that the thoughts and feelings they share help to inspire hope in all of 
us. It is so important to remember that hope NEVER disappoints, but for us to fully realize that, we 
must be an Easter people. Hope is a cardinal virtue, meaning it is rooted in God. Hope in things, and 
stuff, and money are not what true hope is about. The virtue of hope is intimately connected with the 
virtues of faith and love. The three exercised together lead us into the deeper mystery of God. ‘Hope is 
the confident expectation of divine blessing and the beatific vision of God.’ (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church #2090) Our hope, rooted in God comes from today’s great solemnity Easter. Nothing can defeat 
God’s love and mercy, not even death. 
As we celebrate Easter in a very different way this year, we must remind ourselves that the greatest 
victory has been won, and nothing, not even a virus will defeat us. We still have something to rejoice 
about, we still have something to say Alleluia about and we still have hope, now more than ever. 
I pray that the following stories of hope help to inspire you. I am also including an activity to celebrate 
the octave of Easter as we prepare for Divine Mercy Sunday. This would be a great time for all of us to 
pray the chaplet of Divine Mercy, each day (the novena starts on Good Friday) until Divine Mercy 
Sunday. The prayers for Divine Mercy are included in this bulletin as well.
My story of Easter hope is listening to the stories people are sharing about having time for family, 
friends and doing things that they haven’t had time to do. Family dinner, game night, catching up with 
friends via phone or ‘virtual’ socializing. My hope is rooted in people finding value in each other and 
spending time with one another any way they can. This gives me great hope that we are finding what 
matters most in our lives, one another.
A blessed Easter to everyone, know of my continued prayers, love and support! 
Keep Smiling 
Alleluia!! 
Fr. Bryan 



The Resurrection of our Lord    Our Lady of Charity Parish

What Brings Us Hope?  

3

The Kulik Family
Alexa:  I find hope in my family. We are all 
together and we can all work through this. My 
mom has been showing me love and helping 
me out with school work and things that need to 
be done. Also the birds are coming out again. It 
makes me feel something new is beginning.
Mark M.:  My family gives me hope because 
they show me love and support. Also being 
around your family brings people together. Saying 
prayers is giving me hope because I know God 
is trying to answer them and make this go away.  
Seeing people following the rules right now gives 
me hope that the virus will slow down and we will 
get back to normal. The birds and rabbits give 
me hope too. They are signs life and that we can 
come back after this. Seeing that the pollution 
has been decreasing and if the Earth can heal 
itself then we can too.  
Erica and Mark:  We wake up gives us hope.  It 
is a new day. Our children’s faces give us hope…
their laughing, fighting, working…life goes on…   
All the flowers are blooming, the birds have come 
back….if they come back so can we. My parents 
give me hope all the time. Staying together for so 
long through some pretty horrible things and still 
be loving. Being together through thick and thin.  
So many times one of us is down and my 
husband and I always have each other’s backs.  
“We got this,” is a very common saying.

Molly Sheehan
When asked where I find hope, I had to really 
think. It has been some time since I had any real 
hope. Every time I watch the news it is always 
about COVID-19, and the more they talk about 
it the more it feels like we will be in this isolation 
forever. Not being able to go to mass in person, 
teach, or hang out with my friend has made 
things very difficult for me to find hope. The 
meetings on the computer are not the same. It is 
certainly not my idea of fun. 
But it was on one of those computer meetings 
that hope was starting to build in me again. We 
read and reflect on Ecclesiastes 3, No One Can 
Determine the Right Time to Act. And it was in 
this chapter I was reminded of hope. It was in 

verse 5 where my hope started. It says, “A time to 
scatter stones, and a time to gather them; a time 
to embrace and a time to be far from embrace.” 
How fitting, given that we are practicing social 
distancing and cannot be together. The verse 
about the stones caught me, making me realize 
we are those stones, that are scattered from each 
other. 
Yet there will be a time to gather these stones. 
There will be a time that we will be together again. 
And thinking of that allows me to find hope, and 
thinking about this makes social distancing, and 
isolation more bearable. Yes, we may be scattered 
now, but we will be together again. And when we 
are reunited it will be the most beautiful reunion; 
for me, it will be like meeting my best friend all 
over again. It will be like seeing things for the first 
time, I will be appreciating all the little details that I 
may have overlooked. 
The more I reflect on this verse, I have hope, and 
I put everything in God’s hands. He is in control, 
I’m not, I have to continue to have hope, and faith 
and believe that we are scattered stones, but we 
will come together again. There will be a time for 
us to celebrate together, for now, we celebrate 
Easter in the closeness of our hearts and with 
those, we are with. Though I do look forward to 
the day when we can celebrate the Resurrection 
together because it will be truly wonderful, and 
that will be a moment where we can feel Christ is 
alive!  

Jeanie Kline
It’s easy to get caught up in the 24-hour news 
cycle with the negative commentary and 
staggering statistics regarding the coronavirus. 
Criticism of politicians on both sides of the aisle 
is a go to distraction and outlet for our fear and 
anger. Social media is the playground for the 
pessimist, and hoarding which is another 
symptom of a fear-based mentality, is almost as 
contagious as the virus itself. The proof of fear is 
everywhere, and hope is a commodity that today 
seems difficult to come by.
The pandemic hit home and like most people I 
could feel the fear begin to creep in which for me 
would historically be followed by anger because, 
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in the past, with anger I could continue 
deluding myself that I would have some semblance 
of control. What my life experience has taught me 
though is that all I ever really ended up with was 
the “illusion of control.” I don’t believe that God is 
punishing us with COVID-19, but with each 
tragedy, trauma, or crisis that occurs we have a 
choice to make. When fear and anxiety emerged 
this time, I knew that what I needed most was to 
move ever closer to God, go deep into prayer, and 
surrender to His will. 
I trust that if we let God use us for His purpose 
there will be much good to come from all the pain 
and suffering of this pandemic. We are 
powerless over the virus, but not over our response 
or actions. I have witnessed ordinary people doing 
extraordinary deeds by volunteering to be in harm’s 
way to serve others. Families are taking advantage 
of this forced social distancing and sharing their 
experiences of reconnecting with joy and humor. 
Young adults searching for meaning and purpose 
are recognizing that this pandemic is an 
opportunity to find it. 
The entire world is suffering because of COVID-19 
so we are not alone. Everyone has been, or will be, 
affected by this virus in some way. What gives me 
the greatest hope is that everyone I know 
understands in a way they never have before that 
every “thing” is replaceable, but if we have our 
families and our faith in God, we have everything 
we need.

The Przybyszewski Family
Sarah (Age 7): I’m finding hope in laughing and 
playing and just being together with my family. It’s 
the best. 
Madelyn (Age 8): I’m finding hope in my dog,  
Henry. He cuddles with me and licks me and 
reminds me that everything is good in the world. 
He’s happy to just be with me and I am too. 
Leigha (Age 11): I am finding hope in the warm 
weather and the sun. They remind me that Jesus is 
all around us and everything is ok. I am also finding 
hope in my family, my teachers, and my friends. We 
are all re-assuring each other and giving each other 
hope that we will all get through this together. 

Funyuns give me hope too. 
Claire (Age 12): Hope is in Jesus’ Resurrection. 
He went through a lot of difficult things like people 
are now but if we have faith and know that 
Jesus is always here &  never leaves us, he’ll see 
us through any difficult times and everything will 
be ok. 
Not sure if you wanted my two sense but reflecting 
on your question was good for my soul today. 
Heather (Age 44): I’m finding hope in many ways, 
waking up each morning, taking deep breaths, and 
thanking God for our many blessings. I’m finding 
hope in the laughter and smiles of my girls,  the 
love of a loyal dog who weighs 150lbs but things 
he’s a lap dog. I’m finding hope through humor, 
togetherness, and the little things in life that I’m 
now even more appreciative of, those things that 
mean the most.  Hope is in slowing down. Hope is 
visible in all of  our doctors, nurses, first 
responders, law enforcement, grocery store work-
ers, restaurant owners, priests, teachers, & all es-
sential workers. It’s in every act of kindness, those 
you do, those you see, & those you hear about.  
The cool breeze, the sun, the calmness of the lake, 
flowers budding, the sound of rain-all hope. Jesus 
is all of the above He is our Hope.

The Jordan Family
During this crisis, we have hope that God is in 
charge and will see us through this crisis as He 
sees fit. We are thankful for Our Lady of Charity 
Parish providing online masses so we can remain 
connected to Jesus, and we have hope that we 
will all be together again soon. 
We have hope that we will see our family and 
friends again, and are thankful that we are 
staying in touch over the phone and everyone is 
doing ok. We have hope that this pandemic will 
bring us closer together as a country, and we are 
praying for our President to help us get through 
this crisis.  
Above all, we have hope that this too shall pass 
and we will become stronger with a new 
appreciation for the little things that we had to go 
without.
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Dennis Mcnaughton
Our Easter Hope is that our family and friends stay 
healthy and avoid being hit with this awful Covid 
19 virus. 
We pray that this virus is controlled and all the 
restrictions throughout the state and country can 
be lifted. 
Then we can return to our regular daily routines 
that we miss so much. 
At that point we can once again proclaim that 
“JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN /  HE IS RISEN IN-
DEED” as in previous years.

Brina Mulqueen
All merciful and powerful God , we bring ourselves 
to you in this critical time with fear, with anxiety, 
and with questioning that seems to shake our 
souls. Through all the negativity of our thoughts, 
our hearts remain fixed on the promise of our 
risen Lord, Jesus Christ, your son. As our world 
changes daily, but sadly stays the same in our new 
normal, our hope in your almighty power remains 
constant, as we know with a whisper of your 
voice, miracles can happen. We come together as 
a family and humbly ask that you keep your 
protective hand upon us, upon our church 
family, upon our school family, upon our 
community, and upon our world. We pray that you 
touch the lives and souls of those who have fallen 
victim to this disease, freely giving to them your 
healing, your comfort and your peace. We thank 
you for those who have made incredible sacrifices 
to care for others unselfishly and ask you to keep 
them safe. The Bible teaches us that when two or 
three people are present, you, too, are 
present. The Bible teaches us to ask, to seek, and 
to knock. Our family comes to you, confident that 
you are present with us. We ask that you rid our 
world from this virus, we seek your healing hand 
upon us, and knock at  the gates of heaven for a 
miracle. We have our eyes and ears wide open 
waiting to see and hear you. We are confident that 
if we keep listening we will hear you. As your son 
overcame death, may we overcome our doubts, 
and may our lives be a reflection of love and hope, 
so one day soon people can gather together in  
Thanksgiving crying out “Alleluia” with our voices 

and hearts lifted in praise to you. We ask this in the 
name of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

Fr. Sam Giangreco
My immediate family and I have a running text 
message group. On a daily basis, we will send 
each other pictures, or memes, or quiz each other 
on funny topics, and just keep in-touch in general.
And as soon as all public Masses were canceled in 
the Diocese, and our parish had to quickly figure 
out how to do Facebook Live Masses, I jokingly 
texted to my family, “Y’all, my mass this morning 
is at 1.3k views. That’s more people than can fit in 
the basilica. But it’s not about the numbers....yes it 
is.”
And, reflecting on that, I was in fact initially joking, 
but in reality: Is it all about the numbers? And I 
would say, in a way, it is.
Jesus wants as many souls in Heaven as will 
possibly accept his mercy.
And his mercy is seen most evidently on the cross. 
Because, while knowing every single sin we were 
ever going to commit, Jesus still decided to die for 
us in order to show us that all sins are 
forgivable and how much he loves us, even while 
we are sinners.
And to show us the hope that every person has; 
to show the hope that every single soul has who 
trusts in the love that Jesus has for us sinners and 
who accept his mercy: He rose from the dead for 
us. I guess he could’ve done it secretly, but he 
chose to reveal it to his apostles; he also appeared 
to 500 at once, as Saint Paul attests; and it is 
through the Sacraments that we are given that 
renewal of hope every time we decide to 
participate.
And, if anybody has seen our parish’s Facebook 
page, you will see that far more people click into 
our Masses than actually attend in-person.
And, to click into a Mass, that is, to click into the 
celebration of the Sacrament that gives us this 
unending and unwavering hope of God’s 
goodness and mercy towards us, is the equivalent 
of peeking one’s head into the door of the church. 
Really, that’s what it is.
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Please Pray For Our Sick
“Master, the one you love is ill.” (John 11:1-2)

Irene Andrzejewski, Irene Barrett, Louise Beamish, Teresa 
Beamish, Ann Alvira-Buchnowski, Patricia Cajak, 

Maureen Canney, Cheryl Clontz, Patricia Colern, Kathleen 
Hillery, Vara Jones, Chris Lycett, Joyce Mahar, Rita 

Mascia, Claudia Moran, Janet Murray, Karen O’Neill, 
Maryann Rigby, Sandy Riley, Jane Rozek, Helen Rusiecki, 

Mary Sands, Ann Urbino, Ruth White

Kevin Barrett, Daniel Barry, Michael Beyers, Leon Bolick, 
Owen Chase, Eric Crawford, Vincent Crawford, Frank 

Czapezyk, Larry Deskiewicz, Richard Dinnocenzo, Paul 
Fitzpatrick, Jason Florea, John Godwin, Eric G., Herman 
Gagnon, Trooper Joseph Gallagher, Emmett Jakubowski, 
Rob Karr, Pat Kuhn, Robert Mascia, Robert Maggio, Ed 
McGlynn, Carl Potaczala, George Rodriguez, The family 

of Coach Frank Rossi, Jeremiah Smith, Jim Sweeney

PLEASE NOTE: The parish office is 
temporarily closed and all parish employees 

have been temporarily laid off. Staff will not be 
available for contact, but Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam 

are available for emergencies. Thank you for 
understanding. 

Sactuary Lamps
St. Ambrose Site (April 12 - 18)

Joseph Jarmusz (req. by his wife, Diane, & the 
Rozek family)

Please Pray For Our Dead
Let us remember all those who have gone before us:

+Ed McGlynn
May he rest in peace.  
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Sat. / Sun., April 11/12 - Resurrection of our 
Lord

Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam will offer intentions for 
Easter Vigil / Easter Sunday for:        

       Mary & Leon Bolick (req. by family)        
       Helen Renzi (req. by Marion Judge) 
       Leo & Sabina Noworyta (req. by family & friends)

         Joan Hollstein & Shelley Holowaty (req. by family)    
      Doris Skowron (req. by her husband, Stephen)

 Mon., April 13 - Monday of Easter Octave 
 Michael Pasinski (Anniv. Rem., req. by his family)
Intentions of Divine Mercy Novena (req. by Sr. Mary Gormley)

      

 Tues., April 14 - Tuesday of Easter Octave 
Baco Homewood Families (Estate Mass)   
  

Wed., April 15 - Wednesday of Easter Octave
Ann Evans Driscoll (req. by Jack Driscoll)

Thurs., April 16 - Thursday of Easter Octave
Joseph Jarmusz (req. by his wife, Diane, & Rozek family)

Fri., April 17 - Friday of Easter Octave
Souls in Purgatory (req. by Sr. Mary Gormley)

Sat. / Sun., April 18/19 - Divine Mercy Sunday
Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam will offer intentions for 

Divine Mercy Sunday for:        
       Peg Thexton (Birth. Rem., req. by family)        
       An Ourpouring of God’s Mercy (req. by Sr. Mary Gormley) 
       Deceased Members of the Greene Family (req. by 
               Maureen Canney)

         Arthur Kunz, Sr. (Birth. Rem., req. the Kunz family)    
      People of the Parish (req. by Fr. Bryan)

We have never had that many people peek their 
heads into our doors at any single Mass.
So, is it about the numbers? In a way: Absolutely. We 
want every single soul to at least “peek their head” 
into the door of Christ’s Church. And we have more 
people doing that than ever.
This should give us some hope this Easter. Perhaps, 
some people didn’t even know we existed as a 
parish until now. I know for a fact that some people 
even forgot it was Easter this Sunday.
This virus has made everyone a little different, and 
perhaps it gave someone the opportunity to click 
into a Mass who would never, ever actually peek their 
head into our church door. But they did. And we 
welcome them. And Christ welcomes them. And he 
never, ever stops extending that invitation of his love 
and mercy. Just as we should never, ever give up on 
our hope of God‘s love and mercy.
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2154 South Park Ave.
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823-6228

WAYSIDE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Pools & Spas
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES
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716-824-3325
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Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
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 Gem Stones Repairs

Family Owned & Operated For 
Over 50 Years 

1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza, Lackawanna, N.Y. 
(716) 822-1302

J E W E L E R S

APOLLO
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Take Out Available
Open 7 days a week
423 Hopkins Street

825-9087

Daniel J. Leonard
Funeral Home
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Large Chapels and Parking

Dan Leonard | 827-8487
873 Abbott Rd
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PAUL E. VOGEL
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

WEST SENECA, NY
823-0968

BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING
FAMILY OWNED

 & OPERATED SINCE 1944

Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995 

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  
(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; 

may be required by cemetery)  

3060 Abbott Road
(Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

 Grobelny AlternAtive
 HeAltH CAre llC
 • Acupuncture
 • Chiropractic Needs
3648 Seneca Street • West Seneca, NY 14224

651-9011
Robert Grobelny, Parishioner

 O’NEILLS’
 AUTO 
 SERVICE
QUALITY & HONEST REPAIRS

Tires • sales • service • repairs

New York State Inspections

1951 South Park Ave.
(716) 825-9234

Do You Need a Plumber?

 PCS
 PlumbinG 
 & HeAtinG
 PAt leAry, owner

Commercial • Residential
South Buffalo Local Business

716-822-4302
full ServiCe PlumbinG & HeAtinG exPertS

www.pcsplumbing.com

Over 27 Years Experience 
& Platinum Award Winner

Clare Shea
Hourihan
Licensed Real 
Estate Agent

308-1177

Pre-Plan Today:
 824-6435

• Café for Refreshments
• Spacious Viewing Chapels
• Handicap Accessible
• Modern Audio/Visual System
• Ground Level Entrance
ERIE COUNTY CREMATION SERVICE
873 Abbott Road • South Buffalo, NY 14220 

Direct Cremation: $625 (Funeral Home Charge)

CASTIGLIA
FUNERAL  HOME, INC.

South Buffalo’s Largest Full Service Funeral Home


