
Divine Mercy Sunday
The 2nd Sunday of Easter
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‘Blessed are those who have not seen and 
have believed.’ (John 20:29)

When you think about it, the apostle Thomas has 
kind of a bad rap. After all, the nickname 

‘Doubting Thomas’ isn’t really a compliment. 
However, when you put it in perspective, you 

kind of have to feel for the guy:

His good friend has just been brutally killed, and 
all of the remaining apostles are terrifi ed and in 

hiding. Then Jesus appears to the apostles when 
Thomas is not there (for whatever reason), and 

they proceed to tell him about it later... Imagine if 
a group of people said to you, “Hey, we just saw 
our dead friend!” (Needless to say, there’s room 

for some doubt and questioning.)

Whether we’re following the upper room 
narrative in the gospel or the story behind 

Divine Mercy Sunday, this weekend’s message 
is very clear: Trust Jesus and have faith. 

In a society that trains us to be control freaks 
from birth, it’s often hard to trust anyone or 

anything. From our media, to our government, 
to anyone that has wronged us, we’re in a 

constant state of seeking truth and 
authenticity. However, with Jesus, it doesn’t 

get any more real than that.

As we begin our Easter journey, let’s have faith 
and trust in Jesus. Let’s give up the control. 

Let’s not focus on “fake news,” but 
concentrate on the Good News, instead.     

JESUS
I TRUST IN YOU
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Happy Easter! Christ Is Risen!  
Divine Mercy Sunday: What Are You Devoted To? 

This Sunday as we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday, we hear the Gospel of Thomas who wasn’t present 
when Jesus appeared in the upper room. We probably know this Gospel quite well and we know that 
we get the phrase ‘doubting’ Thomas, even though I think that isn’t fair to Thomas, from this Gospel. 
The reading this weekend that I think we forget about though is the first reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles. In this reading we hear what our ‘job description’ as Catholic Christians is supposed to be. 
We hear what the early Christians were devoted to:

1. Teaching of the Apostle’s 
2. Communal life
3. Breaking of the Bread
4. Prayers

When we think about our lives, and all that is going on in our world it is a good opportunity to ask our-
selves, ‘What are we devoted to?’ Our lives become so full of ‘stuff’ and ‘things’ to do that our priority 
list changes and fills up with things that are nonessential to Jesus. 

Our time at home is giving us an opportunity to ‘reprioritize’ or to ‘clean up’ our lists and things that we 
are devoted to. The Christian life is meant to be one that is rooted in what Jesus calls us to do. If we 
are truly believers and disciples what we invest our time in should say something about who we are. I’d 
like to suggest one or two ways in which we can model what the Apostle’s were devoted to. 

1. Teaching of the Apostles – we find the Apostle’s teaching in sacred Scripture and in our 
Tradition. How often do we open our Bible? What if we open have a weekly or daily Bible verse 
that is our meditation for the day/week? This would be a great opportunity for us to learn the 
teaching of the Apostle’s. As for our Traditions, have you ever considered praying a novena? 
Novena prayers are intentional ways in which to ask our Lord for something. There are many no-
vena’s available, try looking some up online. In this week’s bulletin we have the prayers from the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet, a 9 day novena that we just completed on Divine Mercy Sunday. Just like 
family traditions link us to our past ancestors, our faith traditions link us to our Apostolic ances-
tors. 
2. Communal Life – the Apostle’s care and concern for one another brought them together to 
support one another. What is some way in which you and/or your family can reach out to share 
your blessings with others? What is some way in which when needed you can reach out and ask 
for the help and assistance you might need from your community? We are in this together, and 
the way we care for each other says something about what we believe.
3. Breaking of the Bread – attending Mass. Obviously with the Corona virus it is impossible to 
be in church right now. But is mass on our priority list? Are we even watching mass? This could 
also be translated into sitting together at the family table. Gathering around the table and sharing 
break/a meal is important. It should remind us of Jesus calling us together around his table. 
4. Prayers – our prayer life keeps us connected to God who is greater than all of us. Do we call 
on God, find God, rely on God each day? Do we see what we do as connected to God in any 
way, or do we think we operate independently from God? Prayer is our chance to stay connect-
ed and to discover our greater purpose. 

The things we are devoted to are meant to challenge us. The suggestions I make to our Catholic 
Christian ‘job description’ I’m sure challenge us as well. When we try to live as the Acts of the Apostle’s 
mentions, it helps us understand our destiny. 

Remember, it’s ok to be devoted to other things as well. I’m sure family, friends, work, etc., etc. are 
also other things you may be devoted to. The question is though, does anything from the list above 
make your list? If not, maybe it’s time to reprioritize. 

Let’s take this time to think about ways in which we can be more devoted as disciples, because the 
Lord proved at Easter how much he is devoted to us.

Keep Smiling 
Alleluia! 
Fr. Bryan 
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Continue to Celebrate 
Easter at Home!   
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1. Continue to use your home altar area as a sacred space to celebrate Easter, make sure your Bible is 
present and focus on a different Resurrection narrative throughout the season. 
2. Set a specific time each day as a family prayer time, be sure to light a candle (remember a candle 
symbolizes the light of Christ, and our prayer rising to heaven) Invite family to leave intentions they 
want prayed for each day on the family altar.
3. Continue to color Easter eggs – remember, Easter is a season and not simply a day, enjoy the 
colored eggs all season long. Every time you crack an Easter egg, say ‘Christ is Risen!’
4. Create messages of hope and love for others. Consider decorating your porch or front door with 
Easter joy and messages. Consider changing the message each week to give people hope.
5. Stay in contact with others using social media and/or phone conversations. Make an extra effort to 
reach out to someone that you haven’t communicated with in a while.
6. While doing outside work, lawn work, or garden work think of the garden scene in the Gospel where 
Mary Magdalene discovers the empty tomb. Think of the new life and resurrection of your gardens and 
lawns. Pray a prayer of thanksgiving for that gift of new life.

A great question asked this past week for all of us to learn from:  

It is important to remember that our Facebook live mass is an important part of our prayer and 
ministry. A great question came up this week asking: Can we have a piece of bread on the table during 
the Facebook live mass and consume it at communion time, and that can be Eucharist for us at home? 
The best and most straightforward answer is NO. 

Why? It is important for us to realize what happens when we celebrate Eucharist. Our theology of the 
Eucharist is so rich, and we understand that when we receive the host it is actually Jesus, body, blood, 
soul and divinity. This happens through the ministry of the priest standing in the person of Christ at 
the moment of consecration. When we try to replace that with bread at home, we are diminishing the 
Eucharist and who it really is. 

So what can you do? Spiritual communion is the best way to participate currently. That means that 
during the time I would normally receive communion at mass, I open my heart to accept Jesus. (a 
spiritual communion prayer has been put in the bulletin to help you make your spiritual communion). 
But I still miss receiving! My best piece of advice for the absence of receiving the Eucharist is to pray 
and reflect on the gift of the Eucharist. Think about how many times in our lives we have taken that for 
granted. Think of the people who because of war, adversity, priest shortages are not able to receive 
the Eucharist regularly. Say a prayer for them and unite your desire for the Eucharist to an intention. A 
phrase we may have heard before; ‘absence makes the heart grow fonder’ has never been more true 
than now. The desire to receive is a deep prayer in itself. As difficult as it is not to receive the Eucharist 
right now, it is also a time to prepare for when you can receive again. Think about the significance the 
Eucharist makes in your life and pray in thanksgiving for that gift given so freely for all of us. 
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From Fr. Sam...  
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The message of Divine Mercy given to Saint Faustina Kowalska in the early 
1900’s is very dear to my heart.
 
I first discovered Saint Faustina’s diary, which contains this message that 
Jesus gives her, when I was praying at the Eucharistic adoration chapel at 
Saint Gregory the Great church in Williamsville.
 
While praying in that chapel, I noticed this thick, red book on the bookshelf. 
And, so, I pulled it off and started thumbing through it. I noticed that some 
of the print on the pages was in normal type, while other parts of the print 
were in bold type. I learned that the words printed in bold indicated Jesus’ 
words to Saint Faustina.
 
And, so, after some time flipping through this diary, I found two statements 
from Jesus that really hit my heart. Jesus said to Saint Faustina, “The 
greater the sinner, the greater right they have to my mercy.” And then, in 
another place, Jesus said, “A soul’s greatest wretchedness does not en-
kindle me with wrath, but rather, I am moved towards it with great mercy.”
 
Those two quotes from Jesus turned my understanding of who God was on 
its head. I always thought that the greater the sinner was, the more 
punishment they deserved, and that the more or worse someone sinned, 
the angrier God got with them. But that is not at all what Jesus says in this 
diary. Jesus practically says the exact opposite. Because, as the Gospels 
tell us, Jesus loves sinners; that’s who he came for.
 
Later, I learned that Jesus taught Saint Faustina a certain prayer that we 
call the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. And, along with this prayer, Jesus 
promised that those who prayed it would be protected by his mercy now in 
this life, and that he would defend it (our souls) as his own glory at the hour 
of our death. Jesus also said, among many other amazing things, that this 
prayer (the Chaplet of Divine Mercy) would open even the hardest of hearts, 
that is, this prayer would allow even the greatest of sinners, at the hour of 
their death, the grace to accept God’s mercy, and therefore, accept the gift 
of Heaven.
 
The graces I have received from reflecting upon the Divine Mercy message 
and praying the Chaplet of Divine Mercy are undeniable. Both the diary and 
the prayer have played such a powerful role in my life, which is why I am so 
enthusiastic in sharing it. I want people to know who God really is: That he 
is the God of mercy; that he never tires of forgiving us; and that he loves to 
forgive us. There’s nothing to fear with God.
 
The Diary of Saint Faustina does not present any new teachings about 
God, because they are all found in the Gospels. So, what the diary does is 
that it highlights and repeats the most important Gospel message: God’s 
mercy. What the chaplet does is that it helps us and others to accept and to 
spread that mercy.

God Bless, and Happy Easter! -Fr. Sam



A beautiful example of a home 
altar from one of our 

parishioners...
Share yours! Send a picture to 

Fr.Bryan@olcp.org
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How well do you know your Sacraments?   
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1. ________  Baptism

2. ________ Reconciliation

3.	 ________	 Confirmation

4. ________ Eucharist

5. ________ Anointing of the Sick

6. ________ Holy Orders

7. ________ Holy Matrimony

Extra Credit: Which Sacraments are…
Sacraments of Initiation
Sacraments of Service of Communion 
Sacraments of Healing

(Answers on next page)

a. the sacrament through which the mission 
entrusted by Christ to his apostles continues to 
be exercised in the Church until the end of time: 
thus it is a sacrament of apostolic ministry.

b. the prayer of the priests and the whole church 
commends those who receive this sacrament to 
the suffering and glorified Lord, that he may raise 
them up and save them.

c. this sacrament creates a partnership for the 
whole of life, is by its nature ordered toward the 
good of the two receiving this sacrament at the 
same time 

d. the washing of regeneration and renewal by the 
Holy Spirit, it signifies and actually brings about 
the birth of water and the Spirit without which no 
one ‘can enter the Kingdom of God.’ are given

e. the full outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Brings an 
increase and deepening of baptismal grace

f. is called the sacrament of conversion, 
sacrament by which God’s ‘pardon and peace’ 

g. the source and summit of Christian life, 
contains the entire spiritual good of the church. 
Culmination both of God’s action sanctifying the 
world in Christ and of the worship men offer to 
Christ and through him to the Father in the Holy 
Spirit. 



Community Dinners
Please Note: During this time, our Community Dinners will 
continue to be served, however it will be by curb-side pick 
up only. Please come to the usual side door and someone 

will run a dinner out to you. Thank you for your 
understanding during this very difficult time. During the 
next few weeks our dinners will be provided by various 

organizations.

Divine Mercy Prayer
Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, 
Soul and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, 

Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins 
and those of the whole world.

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have 
mercy on us and on the whole world.
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Please Pray For Our Sick
“Master, the one you love is ill.” (John 11:1-2)

Irene Andrzejewski, Irene Barrett, Louise Beamish, Teresa 
Beamish, Ann Alvira-Buchnowski, Patricia Cajak, 

Maureen Canney, Cheryl Clontz, Patricia Colern, Kathleen 
Hillery, Vara Jones, Chris Lycett, Joyce Mahar, Rita 

Mascia, Claudia Moran, Janet Murray, Karen O’Neill, 
Maryann Rigby, Sandy Riley, Jane Rozek, Helen Rusiecki, 

Mary Sands, Ann Urbino, Ruth White

Kevin Barrett, Daniel Barry, Michael Beyers, Leon Bolick, 
Owen Chase, Eric Crawford, Vincent Crawford, Frank 

Czapezyk, Larry Deskiewicz, Richard Dinnocenzo, Paul 
Fitzpatrick, Jason Florea, John Godwin, Eric G., Herman 
Gagnon, Trooper Joseph Gallagher, Emmett Jakubowski, 
Rob Karr, Pat Kuhn, Robert Mascia, Robert Maggio, Ed 
McGlynn, Carl Potaczala, George Rodriguez, The family 

of Coach Frank Rossi, Jeremiah Smith, Jim Sweeney
If you have anyone you would like added to the 

sick list, please contact Fr. Bryan. 

PLEASE NOTE: The parish office is 
temporarily closed and all parish employees 

have been temporarily laid off. Staff will not be 
available for contact, but Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam 

are available for emergencies. Thank you for 
understanding. 

Matching Game Answers
1. D, 2. F, 3. E, 4. G, 5. B, 6. C, 7. A 

Initiation: Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation
Service of Communion: Holy Orders and Holy 

Matrimony
Healing: Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick 

Please Pray For Our Dead
Let us remember all those who have gone before us:

+Joyce Mahar, +Rose Marie Ross
May they rest in peace.  
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Sat. / Sun., April 18/19 - Divine Mercy Sunday
Fr.	Bryan	and	Fr.	Sam	will	offer	intentions	for	

Divine Mercy Sunday for:        
       Peg Thexton (Birth. Rem., req. by family)        
       An Ourpouring of God’s Mercy (req. by Sr. Mary Gormley) 
       Deceased Members of the Greene Family (req. by 
               Maureen Canney)

         Arthur Kunz, Sr. (Birth. Rem., req. the Kunz family)    
      People of the Parish (req. by Fr. Bryan)

 Mon., April 20 - Weekday in Easter 
 Deceased Members of the Talty Family (req. by Denis  
      Talty)

      

 Tues., April 21 - Weekday in Easter 
Margaret Cscisay (req. by Maryann Cscisay) 
    

Wed., April 22 - Weekday in Easter
Helen Kurcz (Anniv. Rem., req. by her daughter, Roza)

Thurs., April 23 - Weekday in Easter
Paul (53rd Wedding Anniv. Rem., req. by his wife, Anne Marie)

Fri., April 24 - Weekday in Easter
Michael McNaughton (req. by Sharon Glavey & Family)

Sat. / Sun., April 25/26 - 3rd Sunday of Easter
Fr.	Bryan	and	Fr.	Sam	will	offer	intentions	for	

the 3rd Sunday of Easter for:        
       Sarah Youngers (1st Anniv. Rem., req. by the Zielenieski family)        
       Monthly Novena for Life (req. by Sr. Mary Gormley) 
       Paul Redfern (req. by Nancy Canonico

         Marion Hynes (Birth. Rem., req. by “the kids”)    
      People of the Parish (req. by Fr. Bryan)



A Friendly place where
friendly people meet!

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Home Cooked Specials
Homemade Desserts

 2301 S. Park Ave. 826-2279

Mineo’s South
P I Z Z E R I A

2154 South Park Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14220

823-6228

WAYSIDE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Pools & Spas
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

Kyle Zappia, Owner
716-824-3325

1437 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY 14218
 EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF

SOUTH PARK
LIQUORS

Your Neighborhood discouNt 
Liquor store

1605 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14220

(716) 822-2477

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

Announcing NighteNgale FuNeral home’s

 NEW LOCATION AT

Marty J. Nightengale - Funeral Director

250 orchard Park rd. West seNeca | 822-4371 | serviNg south BuFFalo, West seNeca & BeyoNd

 Same location as
 “Norman E. Gannon & Sons”
 1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

 823-0124
www.OCONNELL-MURPHYFUNERAL.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 



 Diamonds  Watches
 Gem Stones Repairs

Family Owned & Operated For 
Over 50 Years 

1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza, Lackawanna, N.Y. 
(716) 822-1302

J E W E L E R S

APOLLO
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Take Out Available
Open 7 days a week
423 Hopkins Street

825-9087

Daniel J. Leonard
Funeral Home

New Location
Brand New Facilities

Large Chapels and Parking

Dan Leonard | 827-8487
873 Abbott Rd

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

PAUL E. VOGEL
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

WEST SENECA, NY
823-0968

BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING
FAMILY OWNED

 & OPERATED SINCE 1944

Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995 

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  
(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; 

may be required by cemetery)  

3060 Abbott Road
(Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

 Grobelny AlternAtive
 HeAltH CAre llC
 • Acupuncture
 • Chiropractic Needs
3648 Seneca Street • West Seneca, NY 14224

651-9011
Robert Grobelny, Parishioner

 O’NEILLS’
 AUTO 
 SERVICE
QUALITY & HONEST REPAIRS

Tires • sales • service • repairs

New York State Inspections

1951 South Park Ave.
(716) 825-9234

Do You Need a Plumber?

 PCS
 PlumbinG 
 & HeAtinG
 PAt leAry, owner

Commercial • Residential
South Buffalo Local Business

716-822-4302
full ServiCe PlumbinG & HeAtinG exPertS

www.pcsplumbing.com

Over 27 Years Experience 
& Platinum Award Winner

Clare Shea
Hourihan
Licensed Real 
Estate Agent

308-1177

Pre-Plan Today:
 824-6435

• Café for Refreshments
• Spacious Viewing Chapels
• Handicap Accessible
• Modern Audio/Visual System
• Ground Level Entrance
ERIE COUNTY CREMATION SERVICE
873 Abbott Road • South Buffalo, NY 14220 

Direct Cremation: $625 (Funeral Home Charge)

CASTIGLIA
FUNERAL  HOME, INC.

South Buffalo’s Largest Full Service Funeral Home


