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‘...but their eyes were prevented from 
recognizing him.’ (Luke 24:16)

What would you say Jesus looks like? Think 
about it: There’s no photographs or selfi es of 

Jesus, so we base our mental interpretation of 
him on centuries of depictions in artwork. There 

is always the trademark fl owing locks, beard, 
and sandals. However, when it comes down to 
it, could any of us actually pick Jesus out in a 
lineup? And more importantly: Does it even 

really matter?

In our Gospel this week, two of the disciples 
face this very fact. Put yourself in their shoes: 
Their very good friend was just tourtured and 
murdered, they’re scared, confused, and in 

mourning. And suddenly this guys appears 
shooting the business as they’re just trying to 

get out of town.

However, they don’t even recognize that it’s 
Jesus. And when you think about it, that’s kind 
of the beauty of it. We’re told to see the face 
of Christ in everyone around us, but do we? 

Christ’s new commandment was for us to love 
one another as he loved us... but do we? 

As we continue our Easter celebration, let’s put 
ourselves on the road to Emmaus. Let’s see 

some Jesus in everyone. Maybe it’s an 
elderly neighbor, maybe it’s a nurse, or maybe 

it’s even the person bagging our groceries. 
Let’s not wait till the breaking of the bread.        

IN THE BREAKING
OF THE BREAD

Our Lady of Charity Parish
260 Okell • 1901 South Park

Buffalo, NY 14220
(716) 822-5962 • OurLadyOfCharityParish.com



2

Buffalo, NY                                                            April 25/26, 2020

2

A Walk to Remember… Christ is Risen!   
The readings this weekend made me think about walks that are significant in 
our lives. The walk up the sidewalk to the door of a first date. The walk into 
school for the very first time as a student, or as a teacher. The walk down the 
aisle for a wedding. The walk carrying a loved one down the aisle at a funeral. 
The walk into the hospital for the birth of a baby. The walk into a new job, new 
apartment, new house. There are so many walks that we take that are 
memorable, and often discounted. The walk is a journey that takes us from 
one moment and place to another. Walking in these instances transitions us 
into circumstances that are life changing. 

This weekend we hear about two disciples who are walking from Jerusalem 
to Emmaus. As we hear this story, we can easily from our perspective notice 
that it is the Risen Jesus that meets and accompanies them. The disciples 
however do not recognize Jesus in their midst. I believe that this story is very 
much a part of us today. Each of us are journeying in very new, and scary 
landscape in our lives right now. Just like the disciples walking from 
Jerusalem, they didn’t know what was going on or what to expect. We too 
can be thinking the same thing. What do we do? Why can’t things just be 
‘normal’? Our world has completely changed, and so did the world the 
disciples were a part of. In the midst of the change, where is our ‘walk’ 
leading us? Who is trying to encounter us and what is our reaction? 

Just as the Risen Jesus encountered the disciples on their walk, the Risen 
Jesus is encountering us on our walk as well. The question then, and now is 
do we welcome him among us and will we recognize him? The recognition 
came when Jesus broke the bread. The language used is ‘they recognized 
him in the breaking of the bread.’ Using the words, the bread signifies that it 
was the action, memorial and Eucharistic in nature that brought the disciples 
to an awareness of who their company was. Just as Jesus had told them 
‘every time you do this, remember me’, the action of the breaking of the 
bread reminded the distraught disciples of what Jesus had taught them. 

We are invited to encounter, recognize and share the good news of the Risen 
Jesus just like those early disciples. Where is the Risen Christ trying to 
encounter you? Your home? Your conversations? Your meal? The people you 
interact with as an essential worker?  

Let’s open our hearts so that we can recognize the presence of the Risen 
Jesus this week, and know that the Lord journeys with us. It all begins with a 
walk – 

Let’s try an interesting challenge this week, they say in the scriptures that the 
road from Emmaus to Jerusalem is seven miles. Let’s make an effort to walk 
seven miles this week, and encounter the Risen Lord. Allow him to journey 
with us. Then let’s share that encounter and experience with one another. If 
you can’t walk 7 miles, walk what you can and tell us where you’re 
encountering the Risen Jesus. Email your responses to Fr.Bryan@olcp.org 
and we will use next weeks bulletin to share the Resurrection stories in our 
lives with one another. All are welcome to share your responses. 

Our walks lead us to destinations of encounters that transform us. May we in 
all of our own walking this week, look to the destination Jesus is leading us 
to.

Keep Smiling 
Alleluia! 
Fr. Bryan 
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The world that we have all grown up with has changed so very much in the last 3 months due to the 
Covid-19 Virus Pandemic situation. There have been revisions in the manner in which we worship 
because of the concern and safety of those within our community and parish family. This document 
offers an update on the celebration of the Sacraments within our Diocese. Our prayers continue for 
those who are suffering from this virus because of illness or because of hardship related to the virus. 
Our prayers as well for the many valiant health care workers who risk their own health in reaching out to 
brother and sister in need. 
First off, we continue to pay close attention to the dictates and mandates requested of us from National, 
State and local leadership of our government. Our Diocese and parishes work hand-in-hand with 
guidelines prescribed for the safety of all. The most recent mandate was for “stay-at-home” measures to 
exist until at least 5/15/20 in New York State. This means that we cannot expect any Masses or 
Liturgical Celebrations with a normal congregation before that time. Our Churches are permitted to 
remain open for private prayer at the discretion of the Pastor. The Pastor retains the right to limit or 
forbid such private prayer in his church should he deem it to be a safety or security liability. 
MASSES… nothing has changed since the 3/20/20 MEMO that there should be no public celebrations 
of Mass or Communion Services. A Priest is allowed to offer a daily Private Mass….without a 
congregation. Parishes are encouraged to make use of technology in offering live-streaming or the
 taping of Masses for parishioners to view in the safety of their homes. 
CONFESSIONS… The Celebration of Reconciliation is allowed ONLY in grave situations as well as 
Anointing of the Sick. A Priest may use a cotton-tipped swab or cotton ball as an instrument to anoint 
the sick person. The Priest dips the cotton swab in the Oil for the Sick. 
BAPTISMS… The Sacrament of Baptism should be delayed until a time when it is again safe for a 
congregation to assemble. In a case of emergency or danger of death, the sacrament in basic style may 
take place (social distancing carefully observed) with the form supplied at a later date. 
WEDDINGS… Wedding celebrations in the church should be delayed or postponed if at all possible until 
it is permitted for a congregation to assemble. If a wedding does take place in a Church, there must be 
no more than 10 people present in the church setting and proper social distancing guidelines must be 
followed. 
FUNERALS… Funerals services in Church should be delayed or postponed until it is permissible for a 
congregation to assemble. Parishioners should be advised of the possibility of having a Memorial Mass 
on a future date when it is safe and permissible to gather. If a funeral service did take place in a Church, 
there must be no more than 10 people present and proper social distancing must be observed.  A Priest 
/ Deacon is allowed to have a Vigil / Prayer Service at a Funeral Home as long as social distancing and 
safety guidelines are adhered to. It is the responsibility of the Funeral Director to administer these 
guidelines. A Priest / Deacon may officiate at a Graveside Service with distancing precautions observed. 
FIRST RECONCILIATIONS AND FIRST COMMUNIONS… For parishes who had not been able to 
celebrate the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Communion for the first time with the parish children…. 
We recommend that this be postponed until it is permitted to gather as a community. We further 
recommend that this be delayed until the Fall Semester of school or whenever students can gather as a 
class again to review their knowledge of the Sacrament and to be properly prepared for the reception of 
Reconciliation or Holy Communion for the first time by their instructors. 
RCIA CANDIDATES… Those Candidates and Catechumens who were preparing to enter the Church or 
to be fully initiated at the Easter Vigil on 4/11/20 should work with the parish RCIA Team, the Religious 
Education staff and the Pastor to determine an appropriate date and time, when it is deemed safe to 
gather as a congregation, to celebrate the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist for those 
in the RCIA program of the parish.
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I think it is safe to say that most of us are extremely eager for this virus to go away. It is 
not fun to live like hermits, especially when God has not called the vast majority of us to 
that kind of life. 
More than ever, I think we realize how much we appreciate interacting with others in-
person. We miss the people whom we never had to miss, because we always got to see 
them. But now, they can only be heard over the phone or seen through a screen. And, 
please know, as a priest, this has been equally difficult for me.
One thing, though, that I do appreciate from this forced solitude is choosing to pray more. 
I’ve been doing more spiritual reading. I’ve been sitting before Jesus in the Eucharist 
more (there are local churches whose doors are still open for prayer in front of the 
Eucharist—St. Amelia’s in Tonawanda and St. Michael’s in Buffalo are two I know of and 
have been to). I’ve been praying the rosary and chaplet more than I have before. And I’ve 
had a lot more time to think and reflect.
And what is on my heart, now more than ever, is the desire that we, Catholics in 
particular, be united.
On Thursday, April 23, we heard in the Acts of the Apostles how the apostles were 
brought before the Jewish court. They had been warned to stop teaching about Jesus in 
the temple. And they knew they could be killed for it. But it says, quote, “Peter and the 
apostles replied, ‘We must obey God rather than men.’” Peter and the apostles represent 
the church: The church must obey God rather than men. 
And who is the church today? The people of God. Anyone who is baptized is a part of the 
church. And so the people of God must obey God rather than men, specifically, when the 
orders of men are contrary to that of God.
And, I’m actually quiet saddened how, especially in the United States, some Catholics pit 
themselves against the leadership of the church in the name of “obeying God rather than 
men.”
They separate themselves from the churche’s leadership, as if they were imitating the 
apostles.
But, bishops are the successors to the apostles. And so, to put our present day bishops 
in the place of the Sanhedrin, as if they were enemies to the church, is really not what our 
Lord desires. This division is a wound; It’s a severe wound in the body of Christ. This is 
not what Jesus wants. 
Blind obedience? No. Never. That’s not necessary. But respect and docility to lawful au-
thority, recognizing that we’re on the same team; we’re not enemies. Yes.

And perhaps we can think of several bishops, maybe some can name our pope, whom 
we don’t appreciate. But they’re not our enemy. They are successors to the apostles, and 
they do deserve respect if not for any other reason.

And if we want any of them to listen to us, speaking to and of them as friend, not enemy, 
and realizing that we’re all on the same team, is the only appropriate way to speak to or 
about them if we want to respect the unity of the body of Christ.

Very Gratefully Yours in Christ,
Fr. Sam



A another beautiful example of 
a home altar from one of our 

parishioners...
Share yours! Send a picture to 

Fr.Bryan@olcp.org
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FUN FACT: The two murals unearthed in the nave of our Holy Family site last fall are 
scenes from the Road to Emmaus narrative, which is our Gospel reading this week. 
The Latin caption for the mural on the left is: ‘Mane nobiscum domine quoniam 
advesperascit’ (Stay with us, lord, for it is nearly evening.) ... Notice how ‘domine’ is 
lowercase. In Latin, ‘domine’ in lowercase was our English equivalent of ‘sir’ or ‘mister.’  
The Latin caption for the mural on the right is: ‘Cognoverunt eum in fractione panis’ (He 
was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.) 



Community Dinners
Please Note: During this time, our Community Dinners will 
continue to be served, however it will be by curb-side pick 
up only. Please come to the usual side door and someone 

will run a dinner out to you. Thank you for your 
understanding during this very difficult time. During the 
next few weeks our dinners will be provided by various 

organizations.

What Does ‘Alleluia’ 
Actually Mean?

During our Easter season we throw in a ton of extra 
‘Alleluias.’ However, what does that word even 

actually mean? ‘Alleluia’ comes from the Hebrew 
‘Hallelujah,’ which is a contraction meaning ‘Praise 

the LORD.’ ‘Hallel’ in Hebrew means to create a 
joyous song to God. While we often associate 

Alleluia with the Resurrection of Jesus, it actually 
appears 23 times in the Book of Psalms in the Old 

Testemant. Say it loud and proud like our ancestors!    
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Please Pray For Our Sick
“Master, the one you love is ill.” (John 11:1-2)

Irene Andrzejewski, Irene Barrett, Louise Beamish, Teresa 
Beamish, Ann Alvira-Buchnowski, Patricia Cajak, 

Maureen Canney, Cheryl Clontz, Patricia Colern, Kathleen 
Hillery, Vara Jones, Chris Lycett, Joyce Mahar, Rita 

Mascia, Claudia Moran, Janet Murray, Karen O’Neill, 
Maryann Rigby, Sandy Riley, Jane Rozek, Helen Rusiecki, 

Mary Sands, Ann Urbino, Ruth White

Kevin Barrett, Daniel Barry, Michael Beyers, Leon Bolick, 
Owen Chase, Eric Crawford, Vincent Crawford, Frank 

Czapezyk, Larry Deskiewicz, Richard Dinnocenzo, Paul 
Fitzpatrick, Jason Florea, John Godwin, Eric G., Herman 
Gagnon, Trooper Joseph Gallagher, Emmett Jakubowski, 
Rob Karr, Pat Kuhn, Robert Mascia, Robert Maggio, Ed 
McGlynn, Carl Potaczala, George Rodriguez, The family 

of Coach Frank Rossi, Jeremiah Smith, Jim Sweeney
If you have anyone you would like added to the 

sick list, please contact Fr. Bryan. 

PLEASE NOTE: The parish office is 
temporarily closed and all parish employees 

have been temporarily laid off. Staff will not be 
available for contact, but Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam 

are available for emergencies. Thank you for 
understanding. 

Please Pray For Our Dead
Let us remember all those who have gone before us:

+Anne Lynch
May they rest in peace.  

NDA Virtual Open House
Interested in a virtual tour of our regional Catholic 

school? Email tdangelo@notredamebuffalo.org for the 
Zoom meeting code on May 4th at noon.   
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Sat. / Sun., April 25/26 - 3rd Sunday of Easter
Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam will offer intentions for 

the 3rd Sunday of Easter for:        
       Sarah Youngers (1st Anniv. Rem., req. by the Zielenieski family)        
       Monthly Novena for Life (req. by Sr. Mary Gormley) 
       Paul Redfern (req. by Nancy Canonico

         Marion Hynes (Birth. Rem., req. by “the kids”)    
      People of the Parish (req. by Fr. Bryan)

 Mon., April 27 - Weekday in Easter 
 Deceased William C. Schumacher, Sr. (65th Anniv. Rem.,  
             req. by his daughter, Lauren)

      

 Tues., April 28 - Weekday in Easter 
Rev. Msgr. George Brennan (Estate Mass) 
    

Wed., April 28 - St. Catherine of Siena, Virgin
Homewood Baco Families (Estate Mass)

Thurs., April 28 - Weekday in Easter
Fred Szafranski (req. by Larry & Pat Cudek)
Madonna Reddington (4th Anniv. Rem., req. Colleen, Mary, &  
            Madonna)

Fri., April 29 - Weekday in Easter
Most Forgotten Souls in Purgatory (req. by annonymous)

Sat. / Sun., May 1 - 4th Sunday of Easter
Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam will offer intentions for 

the 4th Sunday of Easter for:        
       Marie & William Feeley (req. by the Feeley family)        
       Doris Skowron (Birth. Rem., req. by her husband, Stephen) 
       Peg Thexton (Wedding Anniv., req. by her husband, Roger)
         Lucie Lischka (req. by Susie & Joe Bartosik) 
       People of the Parish (req. by Fr. Bryan) 



A Friendly place where
friendly people meet!

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Home Cooked Specials
Homemade Desserts

 2301 S. Park Ave. 826-2279

Mineo’s South
P I Z Z E R I A

2154 South Park Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14220

823-6228

WAYSIDE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Pools & Spas
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

Kyle Zappia, Owner
716-824-3325

1437 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY 14218
 EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF

SOUTH PARK
LIQUORS

Your Neighborhood discouNt 
Liquor store

1605 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14220

(716) 822-2477

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

Announcing NighteNgale FuNeral home’s

 NEW LOCATION AT

Marty J. Nightengale - Funeral Director

250 orchard Park rd. West seNeca | 822-4371 | serviNg south BuFFalo, West seNeca & BeyoNd

 Same location as
 “Norman E. Gannon & Sons”
 1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

 823-0124
www.OCONNELL-MURPHYFUNERAL.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 



 Diamonds  Watches
 Gem Stones Repairs

Family Owned & Operated For 
Over 50 Years 

1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza, Lackawanna, N.Y. 
(716) 822-1302

J E W E L E R S

APOLLO
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Take Out Available
Open 7 days a week
423 Hopkins Street

825-9087

Daniel J. Leonard
Funeral Home

New Location
Brand New Facilities

Large Chapels and Parking

Dan Leonard | 827-8487
873 Abbott Rd

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

PAUL E. VOGEL
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

WEST SENECA, NY
823-0968

BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING
FAMILY OWNED

 & OPERATED SINCE 1944

Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995 

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  
(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; 

may be required by cemetery)  

3060 Abbott Road
(Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

 Grobelny AlternAtive
 HeAltH CAre llC
 • Acupuncture
 • Chiropractic Needs
3648 Seneca Street • West Seneca, NY 14224

651-9011
Robert Grobelny, Parishioner

 O’NEILLS’
 AUTO 
 SERVICE
QUALITY & HONEST REPAIRS

Tires • sales • service • repairs

New York State Inspections

1951 South Park Ave.
(716) 825-9234

Do You Need a Plumber?

 PCS
 PlumbinG 
 & HeAtinG
 PAt leAry, owner

Commercial • Residential
South Buffalo Local Business

716-822-4302
full ServiCe PlumbinG & HeAtinG exPertS

www.pcsplumbing.com

Over 27 Years Experience 
& Platinum Award Winner

Clare Shea
Hourihan
Licensed Real 
Estate Agent

308-1177

Pre-Plan Today:
 824-6435

• Café for Refreshments
• Spacious Viewing Chapels
• Handicap Accessible
• Modern Audio/Visual System
• Ground Level Entrance
ERIE COUNTY CREMATION SERVICE
873 Abbott Road • South Buffalo, NY 14220 

Direct Cremation: $625 (Funeral Home Charge)

CASTIGLIA
FUNERAL  HOME, INC.

South Buffalo’s Largest Full Service Funeral Home


