
The 4th Sunday of Easter
May 2/3, 2020

‘I know my sheep, and mine know me.’ 
(John 10:14)

Sheep are the most mentioned animal in the 
Bible. Throughout it, God and Jesus are 

constantly comparing us to sheep. And when 
you think about the characteristics of sheep, 

that’s not really a huge compliment: Sheep are 
totally defensless, have zero sense of direction, 

and are extremely unintelligent.     

That’s why sheep need a shepherd. Besides 
directing them where to go, the shepherd is 
what keeps the sheep alive. Left alone in the 

wild, a sheep has almost zero chance of living.
In this weekend’s Gospel, Jesus takes it to the 

next level by calling himself the ‘gate

for the sheep.’ He is the doorway into safe 
pastures. Knowing that we are totally reliant 

on him for salvation (just like sheep are 
totally reliant on a shepherd for survival), 

Jesus doesn’t lead us to safety because he 
has to. He does it because he wants to. He’s 
doing it out of love. He wants to lead us safely 

through this world and safely into heaven.

As we continue our Easter journey, let us 
rejoice in the fact that we never have to go 

it alone. Through these very troubling times, 
let’s take comfort that, with Christ, we always 
have someone to lead us back when we go 
astray, care for our wellbeing, and guide us 

on the journey. Let’s follow the voice of Jesus 
right through the gates of Heaven. Alleluia!  

I AM THE 
GOOD SHEPHERD
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Good Shepherd Sunday ... May Crowning   
How many times have we tried in our lives to ‘figure it out ourselves’? I think in my 
own life the times that people have asked me to help or have wanted to assist in 
some way and when I get in a certain personal spot my only response is ‘leave me 
alone, I’ll figure it out’. When we try to go it alone, it is indicative of us going down a 
wrong path, or isolating in an unhealthy way. This weekend we hear about the Good 
Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. This means that we never have to do 
it by ourselves, or go it alone because Jesus as Shepherd is there to guide and help 
us. The problem is we have to be looking to Jesus for the help and not the ‘false 
prophets’ that are spoken of in the Gospel. All of us at times can become enamored 
by things that lure us away from true love. Sometimes it can be money, power, things 
and sometimes it can even be other people that distract us from Jesus. The mistake 
we all fall victim to is the false sense of love these ‘things’ seem to promise us. This 
can give us a very false sense of security and an empty sense of love. As Shepherd 
Jesus is totally committed to you and I, and the best part is, he loves us as we are. 
Certainly love means there is a relationship involved and that we are going to have 
to grow, mature and change, but Jesus will always be there. There is no other way 
to joy, happiness and love than Jesus Christ. Anything else we put faith in will only 
disappoint. 

This is an important reminder for all of us, even in the midst of the pandemic. Jesus 
will love us and be faithful. Our employment status, social distancing or learning and 
teaching at home are all temporary. Jesus is eternal and desires a relationship with 
us through it all. 

I don’t know about you, but there are times through all of this that I need that 
reminder. Everything is temporary, Jesus is eternal and he desires a relationship with 
me so I can be eternal too. That’s what a Good Shepherd does, they give their all for 
their sheep. From my years of growing up on the farm I can assure you that anytime 
a cow was lost, or didn’t come back to the barn from pasture, never once was that 
cow just forgotten about. Sometimes we had to search and search but we ALWAYS 
found the cow, because they were valued and a part of us and our well-being. That 
is how I imagine the Good Shepherd and our relationship with Jesus. 

The month of May is also a time for us to reflect on the relationship Mary has to each 
of us in bringing us closer to her Son, Jesus. May is devoted to the Blessed Mother 
and as our parish is dedicated under the patronage of Our Lady of Charity, we have 
a special bond with Mary. Just as Jesus desires a relationship with us, this month 
devoted to the Blessed Mother is an opportunity for us to ask Mary to lead us closer 
to her Son. I encourage you to place an image or statue of the Blessed Mother on 
your home altars, and to place a crown of flowers on the statue or place some 
flowers by the image to show our devotion to the Mother of Jesus. Spend some time 
praying the Rosary as a family or individually as Mary’s intercession is most 
powerful. Be sure to include the prayers Pope Francis is adding to the Rosary 
throughout this month. (They are included in the bulletin) 

This weekend we are reminded that our lives are built on relationships, and the 
relationship we have with Jesus and the Blessed Mother will help us through 
anything. May Our Lady of Charity guide us all closer to her Son, and through her 
intercession may we be kept healthy and safe.

Our Lady of Charity, pray for us!

Keep smiling!
Alelluia! 
-Fr. Bryan
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7-Mile Walk to Emmaus   
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During a recent ‘Check In & Chat’ on Facebook Live, Fr. Bryan reccomended tracking our steps 
for the seven miles the two disciples walked on the road to Emmaus last week. Here is some of 

the feedback... We even reached across the globe!  

From: Peter Kowal
‘Walking in South Buffalo is fantastic! We have the park with Botanical Gardens (now closed to vehicles), 

Cazenovia Park, McKinley Pkwy and, if you drive there, the beautiful trails by the waterfront starting at 
the foot of Tifft Street. You meet people on your walk that you haven’t seen in years and also some you 

have seen more recently. 
The world is beautiful. I see God and Jesus in everything, including the people, sky, clouds, grass, 

flowers, and trees. I had second thoughts about the trees after my dog relieved herself on them. But 
then as an afterthought, God created the dogs and all that goes with them, so I do see Jesus and God 

in the trees after all.
I hear God in the language spoken by my grandson and his “atheist” friends. They used to wish God 

would send someone or something to eternal perdition. I called them on it, pointing out that such 
language tells me that they do believe in God and hell, that they cannot be atheists. It gave them 

something to think about. The language has improved, at least when they are around me.’

From: Linda Pasinski
‘I’m almost done with my 7-mile journey. I should be done by Sunday. I walk at Holy Cross Cemetary. 
It is very peaceful and serene. I usually walk through the St. Barbara Memory Garden, located near the 

South Park Ave entrance. It consists of 24 memorial stones with a bible verse on each one.’ 

From: Renee Michel (Russia)
‘Because Moscow is even bigger than New York City, our quarantine measures are quite strict. Walking 
or running for exercise is forbidden, and I can only leave my apartment complex for occasional grocery 

trips. With these constraints, my Emmaus walk this week has been round and round a .3 mile loop.  
Even in this constrained environment, Jesus spoke to me. He showed me that I had been too caught up 
in myself by staying home all the time. I needed to be out walking to minister to the other members of 
the community. While walking, I met a friend from my parish here and we agreed to meet up and pray 
the rosary together, while walking six feet apart. I’m hoping that once we start, we can energize other 

Catholics in the community to get a processional rosary going.’ 

Share the Love! 
As the students at Notre Dame Academy continue to learn 
remotely and have Zoom Masses with Fr. Bryan and virtual 
lessons with their teachers, the card ministry continues... 
“Our students are glad to create “Thank-You’s and Well” 
wishes for Doctors, Nurses and tireless hospital staff at 

South Buffalo Mercy Hospital who are now on the front-line 
taking care of us. It’s so important that our future 

generation understands compassion and caring for others, 
particularly those suffering in the hospital, and now 
especially with what we are all facing in our world.” 

-Tris D’Angelo, Principal
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FIRST PRAYER
O Mary,

You shine continuously on our journey
as a sign of salvation and hope.

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who, at the foot of the cross,

were united with Jesus’ suffering,
and persevered in your faith.

“Protectress of the Roman people”,
you know our needs,

and we know that you will provide,
so that, as at Cana in Galilee,
joy and celebration may return

after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,

to conform ourselves to the will of the Father
and to do what Jesus tells us.

For he took upon himself our suffering,
and burdened himself with our sorrows

to bring us, through the cross,
to the joy of the Resurrection.

Amen.

SECOND PRAYER
“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”.

In the present tragic situation, when the whole 
world is prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly to 
you, Mother of God and our Mother, and seek 

refuge under your protection.

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us 
amid this coronavirus pandemic.  Comfort those 
who are distraught and mourn their loved ones 
who have died, and at times are buried in a way 
that grieves them deeply.  Be close to those who 
are concerned for their loved ones who are sick 
and who, in order to prevent the spread of the 

disease, cannot be close to them.  Fill with hope 
those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the 

future and the consequences for the economy and 
employment.

Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, 
the Father of mercies, that this great suffering may 

end and that hope and peace may dawn anew.  

Plead with your divine Son, as you did at Cana, 
so that the families of the sick and the victims be 

comforted, and their hearts be opened to 
confidence and trust.

Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and 
volunteers who are on the frontline of this 

emergency, and are risking their lives to save 
others.  Support their heroic effort and grant them 

strength, generosity and continued health.
Be close to those who assist the sick night and 

day, and to priests who, in their pastoral concern 
and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to help and 

support everyone.

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and 
women engaged in scientific research, that they 

may find effective solutions to overcome this virus.
Support national leaders, that with wisdom, 

solicitude and generosity they may come to the 
aid of those lacking the basic necessities of life 
and may devise social and economic solutions 

inspired by farsightedness and solidarity.

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the 
enormous funds invested in developing and stock-

piling arms will instead be spent on 
promoting effective research on how to prevent 
similar tragedies from occurring in the future.

Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all 
members of one great family and to recognize the 
bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity 
and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless 

situations of poverty and need.  Make us strong in 
faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer.

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all 
your children in distress and pray that God will 

stretch out his all-powerful hand and free us from 
this terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely 

resume its normal course.

To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of 
salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves, O 

Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary.  Amen.

Prayers from Pope Francis 
to Add to the Rosary
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Where Did These Come From?    

Marian Devotions You Can Do 
At Home For the Month of May  
The origin of the conventional May devotion is still relatively unknown. Herbert Thurston identifies the 

seventeenth century as the earliest instance of the adoption of the custom of consecrating the 
month of May to the Blessed Virgin by special observances. So, how can we honor the Blessed 

Mother from the safety of our own homes?

May Crowning
Do you have a statue or image of the Blessed Mother in your home (whether inside or outside)? Crown her! 
Crowning Mary is a reminder of her Queenship in Heaven. Make it a fun craft for the entire family, and get 
creative! You could use flowers, branches, ribbons, wire, etc. Make your crown your own as a special 
representation of your family. Feel free to send photos of your crowned Blessed Mary to Fr.Bryan@olcp.org. 
We’d love to feature them in the bulletin and our parish Facebook page.   

Pray the Rosary
Gather around your home altar as a family with your statue or image of the Blessed Mother and pray the 
rosary every day. Each day pick a different mystery to contemplate on and then discuss together. 
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FUN FACT: With the scaffolding up at our Holy Family site due to the restoration, we 
were able to get detailed, upclose photos of the ‘Coronation of the Blessed Virgin Mary’ 
stained glass window that we normally only see from far away because it’s so high in the 
church. While we celebrate this moment as a Feast Day on August 22nd, we traditionally 

crown Mary all throughout the month of May. This moment is also commemorated as the 
last of the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary.  



Community Dinners
Please Note: During this time, our Community Dinners will 
continue to be served, however it will be by curb-side pick 
up only. Please come to the usual side door and someone 

will run a dinner out to you. Thank you for your 
understanding during this very difficult time. During the 
next few weeks our dinners will be provided by various 

organizations.

Sanctuary Lamps
St. Ambrose Site (May 3 - 9)

Ryan Starzynski (req. by the Feeley Family)    

Banns of Marriage
Melanie Bonarski and Joe Gribbin will be married on 
Sat., May 30th, at the Holy Family site. Please keep 
this couple in prayer as they prepare for matrimony.
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Please Pray For Our Sick
“Master, the one you love is ill.” (John 11:1-2)

Irene Andrzejewski, Irene Barrett, Louise Beamish, Teresa 
Beamish, Ann Alvira-Buchnowski, Patricia Cajak, 

Maureen Canney, Cheryl Clontz, Patricia Colern, Kathleen 
Hillery, Vara Jones, Chris Lycett, Rita Mascia, Claudia 
Moran, Janet Murray, Karen O’Neill, Maryann Rigby, 

Sandy Riley, Jane Rozek, Helen Rusiecki, Mary Sands, 
Ann Urbino, Ruth White

Daniel Barry, Michael Beyers, Leon Bolick, Owen Chase, 
Eric Crawford, Vincent Crawford, Frank Czapezyk, Larry 
Deskiewicz, Richard Dinnocenzo, Paul Fitzpatrick, Jason 
Florea, John Godwin, Eric G., Herman Gagnon, Trooper 
Joseph Gallagher, Emmett Jakubowski, Rob Karr, Pat 

Kuhn, Robert Mascia, Robert Maggio, 
Carl Potaczala, George Rodriguez, The family of Coach 

Frank Rossi, Jeremiah Smith, Jim Sweeney
If you have anyone you would like added to the 

sick list, please contact Fr. Bryan. 

PLEASE NOTE: The parish office is 
temporarily closed and all parish employees 

have been temporarily laid off. Staff will not be 
available for contact, but Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam 

are available for emergencies. Thank you for 
understanding. 

Please Pray For Our Dead
Let us remember all those who have gone before us:

+Joyce Mayar, +Alice Woodley, +Josephine 
Daleo, +Kevin Barrett, +Joe Golda, 

+Nick Caparella, +Kevin Keane, +Ann Lynch, 
+Florence Flora, +Rose Marie Ross.

May they all rest in peace.  

NDA Virtual Open House
Interested in a virtual tour of our regional Catholic 

school? Email tdangelo@notredamebuffalo.org for the 
Zoom meeting code on May 4th at noon.   
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Sat. / Sun., May 2/3 - 4th Sunday of Easter
Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam will offer intentions for 

the 4th Sunday of Easter for:        
       Marie & William Feeley (req. by the Feeley family)        
       Doris Skowron (Birth. Rem., req. by her husband, Stephen) 
       Peg Thexton (Wedding Anniv., req. by her husband, Roger)
         Lucie Lischka (req. by Susie & Joe Bartosik) 
       People of the Parish (req. by Fr. Bryan) 

 Mon., May 4 - Weekday in Easter 
 People of the Parish (req. by Fr. Bryan)

      

 Tues., May 5 - Weekday in Easter 
Helen Janas (req. by the Partyka family) 
    

Wed., May 6 - Weekday in Easter
John Smith (req. by Millie Fuchs)

Thurs., May 7 - Weekday in Easter
Thanks for a Favor Received (req. by Priscilla Szczpankewicz)

Fri., May 8 - Weekday in Easter
Andrew & Irene Ganzmann (req. by Maryann Csiscay)

Sat. / Sun., May 9/10 - 5th Sunday of Easter
MOTHER’S DAY

Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam will offer intentions for 
the 5th Sunday of Easter for:        

       Alice Walz (req. by her family)        
       Sabina Noworyta (req. by her family & friends) 
       Helen & Gina Strianese (req. by Petyon & family)
         Elizabeth Eagen & Elizabeth Maloney (req. by Deacon Tim  
                           & Barb Maloney) 
       Lois Turner (req. by her family) 



A Friendly place where
friendly people meet!

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Home Cooked Specials
Homemade Desserts

 2301 S. Park Ave. 826-2279

Mineo’s South
P I Z Z E R I A

2154 South Park Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14220

823-6228

WAYSIDE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Pools & Spas
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

Kyle Zappia, Owner
716-824-3325

1437 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY 14218
 EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF

SOUTH PARK
LIQUORS

Your Neighborhood discouNt 
Liquor store

1605 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14220

(716) 822-2477

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

Announcing NighteNgale FuNeral home’s

 NEW LOCATION AT

Marty J. Nightengale - Funeral Director

250 orchard Park rd. West seNeca | 822-4371 | serviNg south BuFFalo, West seNeca & BeyoNd

 Same location as
 “Norman E. Gannon & Sons”
 1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

 823-0124
www.OCONNELL-MURPHYFUNERAL.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 



 Diamonds  Watches
 Gem Stones Repairs

Family Owned & Operated For 
Over 50 Years 

1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza, Lackawanna, N.Y. 

(716) 822-1302

J E W E L E R S

APOLLO
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Take Out Available
Open 7 days a week
423 Hopkins Street

825-9087

Daniel J. Leonard
Funeral Home

New Location
Brand New Facilities

Large Chapels and Parking

Dan Leonard | 827-8487
873 Abbott Rd

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

PAUL E. VOGEL
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

WEST SENECA, NY
823-0968

BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING
FAMILY OWNED

 & OPERATED SINCE 1944

Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995 

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  
(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; 

may be required by cemetery)  

3060 Abbott Road
(Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

 Grobelny AlternAtive
 HeAltH CAre llC

 • Acupuncture
 • Chiropractic Needs
3648 Seneca Street • West Seneca, NY 14224

651-9011
Robert Grobelny, Parishioner

 O’NEILLS’
 AUTO 
 SERVICE
QUALITY & HONEST REPAIRS

Tires • sales • service • repairs

New York State Inspections

1951 South Park Ave.
(716) 825-9234

Do You Need a Plumber?

 PCS
 PlumbinG 
 & HeAtinG
 PAt leAry, owner

Commercial • Residential
South Buffalo Local Business

716-822-4302
full ServiCe PlumbinG & HvAC exPertS

www.pcsplumbing.com

Over 27 Years Experience 
& Platinum Award Winner

Clare Shea
Hourihan
Licensed Real 
Estate Agent

308-1177

Pre-Plan Today:
 824-6435

• Café for Refreshments
• Spacious Viewing Chapels
• Handicap Accessible
• Modern Audio/Visual System
• Ground Level Entrance
ERIE COUNTY CREMATION SERVICE
873 Abbott Road • South Buffalo, NY 14220 

Direct Cremation: $625 (Funeral Home Charge)

CASTIGLIA
FUNERAL  HOME, INC.

South Buffalo’s Largest Full Service Funeral Home


