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‘And Mary kept all these things, pondering 
them in her heart.’ (Luke 2:19)

There is something to be said about the emotion 
of fear. Even the strongest person can be driven 
and motivated by fear. That’s where the human 

instinct of ‘fi ght or fl ight’ comes in. Even the 
apostles hid in the upper room after the 

resurrection out of fear. However, with fear being 
a feeling we can all relate to, there is someone 
we can all admire as a model of courage: Mary.

Picture it: An angel appears to a scared, unwed, 
teenage girl and tells her she’s now pregnant, 

carrying the child of God. Her town then wants 
to stone her to death, and after giving birth 

amongst farm animals, she’s forced to fl ee to a 

foreign country because the King wants to kill 
her baby... If that doesn’t make you want to 

hide under the covers, what does? 

Through all of this, Mary could have said, 
“Nope. No thanks. Find another girl.” However, 
she courageously placed her trust in God and 

said, “yes.” That is comendable.  

Thank you to all moms and mother fi gures 
who face fear, worry, and sleepless nights like 
Mary did. No one knows what the world has 
in store for the ones they so desperately love 
and care for. You are an inspiration to all of us 
as you shine as true examples of courage and 
strength. Each of you deserves your very own 
crown today. Happy Mother’s Day, with love.  

HOLY MARY 
MOTHER OF GOD
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Happy Mother’s Day… 
Do not let your hearts be troubled!   

This is a weekend in which we celebrate the gift of Mother’s. Some of us are blessed 
to still have our Mother’s with us, and some of us remember our Mom’s with a prayer 
today. 

In all honesty I am having a difficult time coming up with what to say on Mother’s 
Day during the pandemic. Today is a day in which we would normally be gathering 
together as family, going to church together, maybe brunch after. Some may visit a 
cemetery and say a prayer at the grave of a deceased mother, or grandmother. 
Today would be different without the pandemic.

The Gospel from John this weekend tells us ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled.’ This 
phrase is bringing me comfort, and I hope it does you too. You see, the context of 
today’s Gospel is Jesus talking to his disciples who are distraught at what is going to 
happen when he goes back to the Father. The disciples wonder how they can possi-
bly go on if Jesus is going to be leaving them. Their world is going to be very 
different and difficult. They are going to feel isolated and lonely. The disciples are 
focused on themselves and what Jesus’ departure means for them. Jesus however 
reminds the disciples that even though they may be experiencing fear and anxiety, 
they are not alone. Jesus all of us, to have faith in God and faith in Jesus! 

As we celebrate Mother’s Day weekend, Jesus’ words should comfort us and 
encourage us as well. Do not let our hearts be troubled, have faith in God and faith in 
Jesus who will be with us every step of the way. Now more than ever Jesus is 
journeying with all of us. Even in the midst of a pandemic, Jesus says have faith. 

I believe that a Mother’s faith in us is modeled on the faith Jesus has in his disciples. 
This Mother’s Day, let’s not just celebrate the Motherly figures in our lives, but let’s 
celebrate the faith they embody. Faith that inspires us to hopefully do our best, be 
the best versions of ourselves and to embrace hope that does not disappoint. Mom’s 
often tell us as we grow up, don’t worry (do not let your heart be troubled), it’s ok, 
I’m here. This Mother’s Day weekend let’s remind our Motherly figures that we’re 
here for them too, loving, praying and giving them hope as well. 

No matter how different this Mother’s Day may be, let’s not let our hearts be 
troubled. Jesus has prepared a place for us, and will one day lead us all into eternal 
joy. 

Happy Mother’s Day to all! 
Keep Smiling 

-Fr. Bryan
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The Litany of Loreto   
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This litany to the Blessed Virgin Mary was 
composed during the Middle Ages. The place of 
honor it now holds in the life of the Church is due 
to its faithful use at the shrine of the Holy House 

at Loreto. It was definitely approved by Sixtus V in 
1587, and all other Marian litanies were 

suppressed, at least for public use. Its titles and 
invocations set before us Mary’s exalted 

privileges, her holiness of life, her amiability and 
power, her motherly spirit and queenly majesty.

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. 
Lord have mercy.
Christ hear us. Christ graciously hear us.

God, the Father of heaven, have mercy on us. 
(Repeat ‘have mercy on us’ after each)
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
God the Holy Spirit, 
Holy Trinity, one God,

Holy Mary, 
pray for us. (Repeat ‘pray for us’ after each 
title)
Holy Mother of God,
Holy Virgin of virgins, 
Mother of Christ, 
Mother of the Church, 
Mother of divine grace, 
Mother most pure, 
Mother most chaste, 
Mother inviolate, 
Mother undefiled, 
Mother most amiable, 
Mother admirable, 
Mother of good counsel, 
Mother of our Creator, 
Mother of our Saviour, 
Mother of mercy, 
Virgin most prudent, 
Virgin most venerable, 
Virgin most renowned, 
Virgin most powerful, 
Virgin most merciful, 
Virgin most faithful, 
Mirror of justice, 
Seat of wisdom, 
Cause of our joy, 

Spiritual vessel, 
Vessel of honour, 
Singular vessel of devotion, 
Mystical rose, 
Tower of David, 
Tower if ivory, 
House of gold, 
Ark of the covenant, 
Gate of heaven, 
Morning star, 
Health of the sick, 
Refuge of sinners, 
Comfort of the afflicted, 
Help of Christians, 
Queen of Angels, 
Queen of Patriarchs, 
Queen of Prophets, 
Queen of Apostles, 
Queen of Martyrs, 
Queen of Confessors, 
Queen of Virgins, 
Queen of all Saints, 
Queen conceived without original sin, 
Queen assumed into heaven, 
Queen of the most holy Rosary, 
Queen of families, 
Queen of peace.

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the 
world, spare us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the 
world, graciously hear us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us.

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. That we may 
be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

Let us pray: 
Grant, we beseech thee, O Lord God, that we, 
your servants, may enjoy perpetual health of mind 
and body; and by the intercession of the Blessed 
Mary, ever Virgin, may be delivered from present 
sorrow, and obtain eternal joy. Through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.
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Disciples Stay Active in our 
Parish Community

Community Dinners
We are pleased that our Friday night community dinners 
continue to be served during this trying time.  The need 

in our community is ever present and it is our privilege to 
serve them. Our procedures have changed and dinners 
are take out/curbside pick up only.  If you have a group 

of people who may be interested in hosting a Friday night 
dinner, here are a few things to keep in mind:

The kitchen/dining room area is set up using the 
following guidelines for the safety of our workers as well as 

our guests:
• Only 4 people can be in your group on the day for serving
• If there are more people that want to help you, perhaps 

they can help by preparing the meal and/or dessert at 
home and getting it to you

Social distancing – we have 4 stations set up to prepare 
the take out meals

Use of face masks – please provide your own
Gloves – provided

Carts are used to take the meals up the elevator and dis-
tributed

Outside pick up is at the bottom of the ramp (Tifft St. side) 
– there is a 6’ table to be placed lengthwise to keep the 

social distance guideline

Hosting a meal:
Plan your menu – keep it simple to put in 1 take out con-
tainer. (there is ground beef avail to use in your dish if you 

choose)
Plan to be at the hall around 3 to get your stations set up 

and heat up anything you may need to.
After meals are served, clean up the kitchen, hall and take 

out the trash.

Some of our most recent groups have served: 
Baked ziti, bread, brownies BBQ burger, French fries, 

cookies, Meatloaf sandwich, chips, Goulash, salad, bread, 
dessert

If you are interested or would like some more information 
please contact Mary Anne at 822-1837.  Thank you!

Sponsors for the coming weeks include:
May 15: Scouts

May 22: VOLENTEERS NEEDED
May 29: VOLENTEERS NEEDED
June 5: VOLENTEERS NEEDED

June 12: St. Vincent de Paul

Card Making at 
Notre Dame Academy

As the students at Notre Dame Academy continue to learn 
remotely and have Zoom Masses with Fr. Bryan and virtual 
lessons with their teachers, the card ministry they began 
in January continues. “When we began distance learning, 
the teachers quickly asked their students to create cards, 

either digitally or by hand and then take a picture and send 
them to our Good News email (goodnews@notredamebuf-

falo.org),” explains principal, Tristan D’Angelo.  

Back in January this school wide Card Making Ministry 
was geared towards the patients at South Buffalo Mercy 

Hospital, which is down the street from Notre Dame 
Academy, a Catholic Elementary school in Buffalo, NY. The 
once handmade paper “Get-Well” cards meant to cheer up 

patients, quickly became digital “Thank-You” cards sent 
electronically to the PR Department at Mercy Hospital who 

shares them via email blasts to the Doctors, Nurses and 
hospital staff serving on the front lines of this Covid-19 

pandemic.

“Our students are glad to create “Thank-You’s and Well” 
wishes for Doctors, Nurses and tireless hospital staff at 
South Buffalo Mercy Hospital who are now on the front-

line taking care of us. It’s so important that our future 
generation understands compassion and caring for others, 
particularly those suffering in the hospital, and now espe-
cially with what we are all facing in our world” continues 
D’Angelo. “Our teachers do an outstanding job teaching 

lessons and virtues, but, it is much more powerful when a 
student can take ownership of these values and truly feel 
in their heart they can and are putting a smile on some-
one’s face. And I am so proud of our students and Notre 
Dame Academy staff for continuously thinking and caring 

for others in our community.”
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Where Did These Come From?    

Marian Devotions You Can Do 
At Home For the Month of May  
The origin of the conventional May devotion is still relatively unknown. Herbert Thurston identifies the 

seventeenth century as the earliest instance of the adoption of the custom of consecrating the 
month of May to the Blessed Virgin by special observances. So, how can we honor the Blessed 

Mother from the safety of our own homes?

May Crowning
Do you have a statue or image of the Blessed Mother in your home (whether inside or outside)? Crown her! 
Crowning Mary is a reminder of her Queenship in Heaven. Make it a fun craft for the entire family, and get 
creative! You could use flowers, branches, ribbons, wire, etc. Make your crown your own as a special 
representation of your family. Feel free to send photos of your crowned Blessed Mary to Fr.Bryan@olcp.org. 
We’d love to feature them in the bulletin and our parish Facebook page.   

Pray the Rosary or the Litany of Loreto (found on Page 3)
Gather around your home altar as a family with your statue or image of the Blessed Mother and pray the 
rosary every day. Each day pick a different mystery to contemplate on and then discuss together. 
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Check out some of the beautiful crowned Mary 
statues from our very own parishioners! 



Sanctuary Lamps
Holy Family Site (May 10 - 16)

Ryan Starzynski (req. by the Feeley Family)    

Banns of Marriage
Melanie Bonarski and Joe Gribbin will be married on 
Sat., May 30th, at the Holy Family site. Please keep 
this couple in prayer as they prepare for matrimony.

Buffalo, NY                                                                May 9/10, 2020

Please Pray For Our Sick
“Master, the one you love is ill.” (John 11:1-2)

Irene Andrzejewski, Irene Barrett, Louise Beamish, Teresa 
Beamish, Ann Alvira-Buchnowski, Patricia Cajak, 

Maureen Canney, Cheryl Clontz, Patricia Colern, Kathleen 
Hillery, Vara Jones, Chris Lycett, Rita Mascia, Claudia 
Moran, Janet Murray, Karen O’Neill, Maryann Rigby, 

Sandy Riley, Jane Rozek, Helen Rusiecki, Mary Sands, 
Ann Urbino, Ruth White

Daniel Barry, Michael Beyers, Leon Bolick, Owen Chase, 
Eric Crawford, Vincent Crawford, Frank Czapezyk, Larry 
Deskiewicz, Richard Dinnocenzo, Paul Fitzpatrick, Jason 
Florea, John Godwin, Eric G., Herman Gagnon, Trooper 
Joseph Gallagher, Emmett Jakubowski, Rob Karr, Pat 

Kuhn, Robert Mascia, Robert Maggio, 
Carl Potaczala, George Rodriguez, The family of Coach 

Frank Rossi, Jeremiah Smith, Jim Sweeney
If you have anyone you would like added to the 

sick list, please contact Fr. Bryan. 

PLEASE NOTE: The parish office is 
temporarily closed and all parish employees 

have been temporarily laid off. Staff will not be 
available for contact, but Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam 

are available for emergencies. Thank you for 
understanding. 

Please Pray For Our Dead
Let us remember all those who have gone before us.

May they all rest in peace.  
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Sat. / Sun., May 9/10 - 5th Sunday of Easter
MOTHER’S DAY

Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam will offer intentions for 
the 5th Sunday of Easter for:        

       Alice Walz (req. by her family)        
       Sabina Noworyta (req. by her family & friends) 
       Helen & Gina Strianese (req. by Petyon & family)
         Elizabeth Eagen & Elizabeth Maloney (req. by Deacon Tim  
                           & Barb Maloney) 
       Lois Turner (req. by her family) 

 Mon., May 11 - Weekday in Easter 
 Michael Pasinski (Wedding Anniv., req. by his wife, Linda)

      

 Tues., May 12 - Weekday in Easter 
Donald McNaughton (Birth. Rem., req. by his family) 
    

Wed., May 13 - Weekday in Easter
Ann Evans Driscoll (req. by Jack Driscoll)

Thurs., May 14 - Weekday in Easter
Thanks for a Favor Received (req. by Priscilla Szczpankewicz)

Fri., May 15 - Weekday in Easter
Rev. Msgr. George Brennan (Estate Mass)

Sat. / Sun., May 16/17 - 6th Sunday of Easter
Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam will offer intentions for 

the 6th Sunday of Easter for:        
       Jim Enright (Birth Rem., req. by Barbara & family)        
       Spiritual & Temporal Welfare of Catie Gormley Berg     
    (req. by Sr. Mary Gormley) 
       Joe Buscaglia (Birth. Rem., req. by his wife, Pat)
         Doris Skowron (req. her husband, Stephen
       Ann Dubois (req. by Milly Fuchs) 



A Friendly place where
friendly people meet!

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Home Cooked Specials
Homemade Desserts

 2301 S. Park Ave. 826-2279

Mineo’s South
P I Z Z E R I A

2154 South Park Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14220

823-6228

WAYSIDE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Pools & Spas
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

Kyle Zappia, Owner
716-824-3325

1437 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY 14218
 EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF

SOUTH PARK
LIQUORS

Your Neighborhood discouNt 
Liquor store

1605 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14220

(716) 822-2477

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

Announcing NighteNgale FuNeral home’s

 NEW LOCATION AT

Marty J. Nightengale - Funeral Director

250 orchard Park rd. West seNeca | 822-4371 | serviNg south BuFFalo, West seNeca & BeyoNd

 Same location as
 “Norman E. Gannon & Sons”
 1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

 823-0124
www.OCONNELL-MURPHYFUNERAL.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

Founded 1886
Focus on Healing & Strengthening 
in a family setting. So they can live 

safely, independently & 
productively within their 

home communities.

844.427.5741



 Diamonds  Watches
 Gem Stones Repairs

Family Owned & Operated For 
Over 50 Years 

1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza, Lackawanna, N.Y. 
(716) 822-1302

J E W E L E R S

APOLLO
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Take Out Available
Open 7 days a week
423 Hopkins Street

825-9087

Daniel J. Leonard
Funeral Home

New Location
Brand New Facilities

Large Chapels and Parking

Dan Leonard | 827-8487
873 Abbott Rd

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

PAUL E. VOGEL
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

WEST SENECA, NY
823-0968

BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING
FAMILY OWNED

 & OPERATED SINCE 1944

Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995 

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  
(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; 

may be required by cemetery)  

3060 Abbott Road
(Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

 Grobelny AlternAtive
 HeAltH CAre llC
 • Acupuncture
 • Chiropractic Needs
3648 Seneca Street • West Seneca, NY 14224

651-9011
Robert Grobelny, Parishioner

 O’NEILLS’
 AUTO 
 SERVICE
QUALITY & HONEST REPAIRS

Tires • sales • service • repairs

New York State Inspections

1951 South Park Ave.
(716) 825-9234

Do You Need a Plumber?

 PCS
 PlumbinG 
 & HeAtinG
 PAt leAry, owner

Commercial • Residential
South Buffalo Local Business

716-822-4302
full ServiCe PlumbinG & HvAC exPertS

www.pcsplumbing.com

Over 27 Years Experience 
& Platinum Award Winner

Clare Shea
Hourihan
Licensed Real 
Estate Agent

308-1177

Pre-Plan Today:
 824-6435

• Café for Refreshments
• Spacious Viewing Chapels
• Handicap Accessible
• Modern Audio/Visual System
• Ground Level Entrance
ERIE COUNTY CREMATION SERVICE
873 Abbott Road • South Buffalo, NY 14220 

Direct Cremation: $625 (Funeral Home Charge)

CASTIGLIA
FUNERAL  HOME, INC.

South Buffalo’s Largest Full Service Funeral Home


