
The 6th Sunday of Easter
May 16/17, 2020

‘I will not leave you orphans...’ 
(John 14:18)

There’s something to be said about someone 
having your back. We could be the most 

independent person or lone wolf, but at the 
end of the day, knowing that we’re not ‘going it 

alone’ ultimately gives us a sense of comfort and 
reassurance. Whether it be a family member, a 

friend, a co-worker, or even the neighbor, 
someone actually looking out for you and caring 
about your best interest tends to make the most 

horrible of times a little less stressful.  

In our Gospel this week, Jesus is continuing 
what is called his ‘Farewell Discourse.’ The Last 

Supper has ended, Judas has left, and Jesus 

knows his hours are numbered. The jig is up, 
and he’s saying goodbye to his friends. And 
while the narrative is beautifully sad, it’s also 
extremely hopefull. Jesus promises them that 
he won’t abandoned them... He will love them. 

He’s going to have their backs.

As we treck through this global pandemic, how 
are we having each other’s backs? Sure, we 

have to social distance, but are we making an 
eff ort to reach out in other ways? Sometimes a 
phone call, a text, an email, a card, or a letter 
simply saying, “How are you doing? I’m here 

for you and praying for you. I’ve got your back, 
kiddo,” goes a long way.”

Let’s show this virus what Jesus would do.    

I WILL 
COME TO YOU
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‘Always be ready to give an 
explanation to anyone who 
asks you for a reason for 
your hope.’ (1 Peter 3:15a)

What is your reason for hope? 
Peter writes this statement trying to explain why we at times suffer. What is our reason to hope 
when we suffer, or are persecuted, or undergo trials and tribulation? Peter’s answer is the 
foundation of our faith; because our hope is in Christ. Christ suffered and triumphed through 
suffering and death. Jesus doesn’t allow suffering or trials or tribulations to be the end for believers, 
and no matter how much suffering we may endure, that only means the reward will be even greater, 
if our reason for true hope is Jesus. 

This can certainly be difficult for all of us. So I thought I’d share with you reasons to hope, places 
where I see the Risen Jesus at work!

•1. Today (Wednesday) I sit in my office working on so many projects and in the parking 
lot at St. Ambrose I am watching one of our parishioners who has struggled so much with 
medical issues over the past almost two years walking four lines in the parking lot with 
a cane. The perseverance, determination and patience exhibited by this parishioner to 
recover gives me hope. I see the suffering, but I am witnessing hope! It honestly brings a 
tear to my eye, I see the Risen Jesus. 
•2. Our kids! I have witnessed some great projects, discussions and interactions that have 
taken place all via social media. I see the resilience of our youth and the determination 
they continue to exhibit. It gives me great hope!! The Risen Jesus can’t be kept in the 
tomb, he is alive in the youth’s ability to adapt to a new ‘normal’. 
•3. Last week when I was a part of the faculty and administration that dropped off the 
8th grade ribbons at the homes of our Notre Dame 8th graders (all distanced and safe of 
course), it gave me a reason to hope. The Risen Jesus was present in their 
accomplishments! 
•4. The generosity of our parish continues to give me hope. THANK YOU! All of us are 
aware of our money concerns at the parish and this pandemic had me extremely worried 
how we were going to make ends meet when we couldn’t gather for mass. Your 
generosity has reminded me that the Risen Jesus is working in your homes and families, 
and that your sacrifices during this time to make sure there is a parish to come back to 
speaks to hope. The Risen Jesus isn’t afraid of a pandemic! He encounters us and 
inspires us wherever we are as the People of God. 
•5. Community Dinners – the response of people wanting to help provide a meal to those 
in need, adapting to new safety measures and inconveniences to care for another. This 
gives me hope. I see the Risen Jesus as our volunteers prepare to-go dinners and safely 
serve them to appreciative people. I see the Risen Jesus in the people coming and 
receiving the meals knowing they are not forgotten about. 
•6. I have such a reason to hope in those who attend our online opportunities to be 
together. When we first started online masses and ministry I will admit it was a big 
challenge for me, and at times it still can be. But, from our live masses, to checkin and 
chat sessions, to May devotions, Bible study, Divine Mercy and the other random things 
we do, I see the Risen Jesus still calling community together. I see the Risen Jesus 
virtually welcoming others who are joining us and helping us all to have some virtual 
routine as a parish community. It is an amazing experience to know we are still together, 
just differently. The Risen Jesus is alive and well in all of us! 

What are your reasons to hope? Share them with us by emailing us at office@olcp.org 

Hope doesn’t disappoint, and neither do you! God Bless! 
Keep smiling 
-Fr. Bryan 
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Disciples Stay Active in our 
Parish Community

Community Dinners
We are pleased that our Friday night community dinners 
continue to be served during this trying time.  The need 

in our community is ever present and it is our privilege to 
serve them. Our procedures have changed and dinners 
are take out/curbside pick up only.  If you have a group 

of people who may be interested in hosting a Friday night 
dinner, here are a few things to keep in mind:

The kitchen/dining room area is set up using the 
following guidelines for the safety of our workers as well as 

our guests:
• Only 4 people can be in your group on the day for serving
• If there are more people that want to help you, perhaps 

they can help by preparing the meal and/or dessert at 
home and getting it to you

Social distancing – we have 4 stations set up to prepare 
the take out meals

Use of face masks – please provide your own
Gloves – provided

Carts are used to take the meals up the elevator and dis-
tributed

Outside pick up is at the bottom of the ramp (Tifft St. side) 
– there is a 6’ table to be placed lengthwise to keep the 

social distance guideline

Hosting a meal:
Plan your menu – keep it simple to put in 1 take out con-
tainer. (there is ground beef avail to use in your dish if you 

choose)
Plan to be at the hall around 3 to get your stations set up 

and heat up anything you may need to.
After meals are served, clean up the kitchen, hall and take 

out the trash.

Some of our most recent groups have served: 
Baked ziti, bread, brownies BBQ burger, French fries, 

cookies, Meatloaf sandwich, chips, Goulash, salad, bread, 
dessert

If you are interested or would like some more information 
please contact Mary Anne at 822-1837.  Thank you!

Sponsors for the coming weeks include:
May 22: The Kelley Family
May 29: Mary Anne King

June 5: Sr. Pauline & Friends 
June 12: St. Vincent de Paul

June 19: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
June 26: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
July 3: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Card Making at 
Notre Dame Academy

As the students at Notre Dame Academy continue to learn 
remotely and have Zoom Masses with Fr. Bryan and virtual 
lessons with their teachers, the card ministry they began 
in January continues. “When we began distance learning, 
the teachers quickly asked their students to create cards, 

either digitally or by hand and then take a picture and send 
them to our Good News email (goodnews@notredamebuf-

falo.org),” explains principal, Tristan D’Angelo.  

Back in January this school wide Card Making Ministry 
was geared towards the patients at South Buffalo Mercy 

Hospital, which is down the street from Notre Dame 
Academy, a Catholic Elementary school in Buffalo, NY. The 
once handmade paper “Get-Well” cards meant to cheer up 

patients, quickly became digital “Thank-You” cards sent 
electronically to the PR Department at Mercy Hospital who 

shares them via email blasts to the Doctors, Nurses and 
hospital staff serving on the front lines of this Covid-19 

pandemic.

“Our students are glad to create “Thank-You’s and Well” 
wishes for Doctors, Nurses and tireless hospital staff at 
South Buffalo Mercy Hospital who are now on the front-

line taking care of us. It’s so important that our future 
generation understands compassion and caring for others, 
particularly those suffering in the hospital, and now espe-
cially with what we are all facing in our world” continues 
D’Angelo. “Our teachers do an outstanding job teaching 

lessons and virtues, but, it is much more powerful when a 
student can take ownership of these values and truly feel 
in their heart they can and are putting a smile on some-
one’s face. And I am so proud of our students and Notre 
Dame Academy staff for continuously thinking and caring 

for others in our community.”
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Where Did These Come From?    
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While being a stunning Roman Catholic church in our diocese, the restoration 
of our very own Holy Family church has unearthed some very imporant imagery 

from our Jewish roots, with all of them having a tie to Moses.  

The 6-Branched Temple Menorah: The instructions for the construction of this were given to Moses by God 
as he lead the Isrealites through the wilderness. (Exodus 25:31-40) ‘Make a lampstand of pure gold. Hammer 
out its base and shaft, and make its flowerlike cups, buds and blossoms of one piece with them. Six branches 
are to extend from the sides of the lampstand—three on one side and three on the other. Three cups shaped 
like almond flowers with buds and blossoms are to be on one branch, three on the next branch, and the same 

for all six branches extending from the lampstand. And on the lampstand are to be four cups shaped like 
almond flowers with buds and blossoms. One bud shall be under the first pair of branches extending from the 
lampstand, a second bud under the second pair, and a third bud under the third pair—six branches in all. The 
buds and branches shall be all of one piece with the lampstand, hammered out of pure gold.’ This 6-branched 

menorah then became the lamp in the first Temple. Its purpose is to symbolize enlightenment and wisom, 
and it is actually still the official crest of Israel to this day. In Roman Catholic churches, you see the tribute to 
this by having six large candlesticks on the altar, three on each side of the tabernacle. The Temple Menorah 

was even on the back of the coin of Pope Urban VII with the caption: ‘Let your light so shine’ (Matthew 5:16). 
And while many people think of menorahs as having eight branches (rather than six), that only comes during 

Hanukkah, when the lamp miraculously burned for eight days.  

The Star of David: Properly known as the “shield” of David, this hexogram star was believed to be the crest 
of King David and even how he signed his name. ‘Shield of David’ was also a title given to God in Jewish 

prayer books. Interestingly though, this star was never really a uniquely Jewish symbol, having being used by 
many various religions, including Christianity. In our more modern times, it is now the symbol of Israel. 

In the center you see ‘Yahweh’ written in Hebrew. Yahweh is believed to be to true name of God, given to 
Moses in the burning bush, meaning ‘I AM.’ However, Jewish people believe that this name should never be 

pronounced. In the past two decades, the Roman Catholic Church has honored that same tradition and 
removed it from all music. Jews instead commonly use ‘Adonai,’ which means LORD (always all caps). We 

see this in our readings and Bible today. 
In our church, this is the symbol given to God the Father. 

The Ten Commandment Tablets: These are the two tablets that God instructed Moses to inscribe the laws 
of his convenant on Mount Sanai (also called Mount Horeb). These 10 laws (which hopefully we all know), 
were the basis of Jewish law, and have gone on to shape countless religions, societies, and civilizations.          



Banns of Marriage
Melanie Bonarski and Joe Gribbin will be married on 
Sat., May 30th, at the Holy Family site. Please keep 
this couple in prayer as they prepare for matrimony.
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Please Pray For Our Sick
“Master, the one you love is ill.” (John 11:1-2)

Irene Andrzejewski, Irene Barrett, Louise Beamish, Teresa 
Beamish, Ann Alvira-Buchnowski, Patricia Cajak, 

Maureen Canney, Nancy, Canonico, Cheryl Clontz, 
Patricia Colern, Kathleen Hillery, Vara Jones, Chris Lycett, 
Rita Mascia, Claudia Moran, Janet Murray, Karen O’Neill, 
Maryann Rigby, Sandy Riley, Jane Rozek, Helen Rusiecki, 

Mary Sands, June Stebbins, Ann Urbino, Ruth White

Daniel Barry, Michael Beyers, Leon Bolick, Owen Chase, 
Eric Crawford, Vincent Crawford, Frank Czapezyk, Larry 
Deskiewicz, Richard Dinnocenzo, Paul Fitzpatrick, Jason 
Florea, John Godwin, Eric G., Herman Gagnon, Trooper 
Joseph Gallagher, Emmett Jakubowski, Rob Karr, Pat 

Kuhn, Robert Mascia, Robert Maggio, George Rodriguez, 
The family of Coach Frank Rossi, Jeremiah Smith, Jim 

Sweeney
If you have anyone you would like added to the 

sick list, please contact Fr. Bryan. 

PLEASE NOTE: The parish office is now 
working remotetely. Staff will be available for 
contact on a limited basis, but Fr. Bryan and 
Fr. Sam are available for emergencies. Thank 

you for understanding. 

Please Pray For Our Dead
Let us remember all those who have gone before us.

May they all rest in peace.  
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Sat. / Sun., May 16/17 - 6th Sunday of Easter
Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam will offer intentions for 

the 6th Sunday of Easter for:        
       Jim Enright (Birth Rem., req. by Barbara & family)        
       Spiritual & Temporal Welfare of Catie Gormley Berg     
    (req. by Sr. Mary Gormley) 
       Joe Buscaglia (Birth. Rem., req. by his wife, Pat)
         Doris Skowron (req. her husband, Stephen
       Ann Dubois (req. by Milly Fuchs) 

 Mon., May 18 - Weekday in Easter 
 Rev. Msgr. George Brennan (Estate Mass)

      

 Tues., May 19 - Weekday in Easter 
William C. Schumacher, Jr.  (Birth. Rem., req. by his sister,  
        Lauretta) 
    

Wed., May 20 - Weekday in Easter
Baco Homewood Families (Estate Mass)

Thurs., May 21 - The Ascension of our Lord
People of the Parish (req. by Fr. Bryan)
Deceased Members of MMA Class of ‘70 (req. by Audrey)

Fri., May 22 - Weekday in Easter
Mother’s Day Intentions (req. by parishioners)

Sat. / Sun., May 23/24 - 7th Sunday of Easter
Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam will offer intentions for 

the 7th Sunday of Easter for:        
       Stella Jiagielski (req. by family)        
       Doris Skowron (req. by Audrey Kunz) 
       Colleen Lambert (Anniv. Rem., req. by her son, Bill)
         Shelley Holowaty & Joan Holestein (req. by family)
       Hippo Allman (req. by Joe & Patty Sullivan) 

May Crowning by Addison Cusack



A Friendly place where
friendly people meet!

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Home Cooked Specials
Homemade Desserts

 2301 S. Park Ave. 826-2279

Mineo’s South
P I Z Z E R I A

2154 South Park Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14220

823-6228

WAYSIDE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Pools & Spas
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

Kyle Zappia, Owner
716-824-3325

1437 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY 14218
 EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF

SOUTH PARK
LIQUORS

Your Neighborhood discouNt 
Liquor store

1605 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14220

(716) 822-2477

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

Announcing NighteNgale FuNeral home’s

 NEW LOCATION AT

Marty J. Nightengale - Funeral Director

250 orchard Park rd. West seNeca | 822-4371 | serviNg south BuFFalo, West seNeca & BeyoNd

 Same location as
 “Norman E. Gannon & Sons”
 1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

 823-0124
www.OCONNELL-MURPHYFUNERAL.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

Founded 1886
Focus on Healing & Strengthening 
in a family setting. So they can live 

safely, independently & 
productively within their 

home communities.

844.427.5741



 Diamonds  Watches
 Gem Stones Repairs

Family Owned & Operated For 
Over 50 Years 

1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza, Lackawanna, N.Y. 
(716) 822-1302

J E W E L E R S

APOLLO
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Take Out Available
Open 7 days a week
423 Hopkins Street

825-9087

Daniel J. Leonard
Funeral Home

New Location
Brand New Facilities

Large Chapels and Parking

Dan Leonard | 827-8487
873 Abbott Rd

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

PAUL E. VOGEL
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

WEST SENECA, NY
823-0968

BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING
FAMILY OWNED

 & OPERATED SINCE 1944

Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995 

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  
(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; 

may be required by cemetery)  

3060 Abbott Road
(Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

 Grobelny AlternAtive
 HeAltH CAre llC
 • Acupuncture
 • Chiropractic Needs
3648 Seneca Street • West Seneca, NY 14224

651-9011
Robert Grobelny, Parishioner

 O’NEILLS’
 AUTO 
 SERVICE
QUALITY & HONEST REPAIRS

Tires • sales • service • repairs

New York State Inspections

1951 South Park Ave.
(716) 825-9234

Do You Need a Plumber?

 PCS
 PlumbinG 
 & HeAtinG
 PAt leAry, owner

Commercial • Residential
South Buffalo Local Business

716-822-4302
full ServiCe PlumbinG & HvAC exPertS

www.pcsplumbing.com

Over 27 Years Experience 
& Platinum Award Winner

Clare Shea
Hourihan
Licensed Real 
Estate Agent

308-1177

Pre-Plan Today:
 824-6435

• Café for Refreshments
• Spacious Viewing Chapels
• Handicap Accessible
• Modern Audio/Visual System
• Ground Level Entrance
ERIE COUNTY CREMATION SERVICE
873 Abbott Road • South Buffalo, NY 14220 

Direct Cremation: $625 (Funeral Home Charge)

CASTIGLIA
FUNERAL  HOME, INC.

South Buffalo’s Largest Full Service Funeral Home


