
The 7th Sunday of Easter
May 23/24, 2020

‘But they are in the world, while I am coming 
to you.’ (John 17:11)

If ever there was a time when people needed 
prayers, this is it. From a global pandemic, 

countless people having to suff er alone, loved 
ones in mourning, a crushed economy, and the 
uncertainty of the future, it seems at times that 

prayer is the only thing we can do.    
...and that’s OK. 

In our Gospel this week, we hear Jesus saying 
what is called ‘the High Priestly Prayer’ at the 
end of the Farewell Discourse. He has fi nished 
saying his good-byes to his apostles, and now 

he raises his eyes to heaven to pray to his father. 
He prayers for his disciples, he prays for the 

world, and he even prays for himself. 

Jesus gives us a truly excellent example of 
how each of us should pray: Praise God for the 
blessings we have, and present our petitions.

Going forward, let’s remember to pray for each 
other and pray for the world. Let’s remember 
to pray for our parish and all who try to bring 
us closer to Christ. And, yes, let’s remember 

to pray for ourselves, too. It really is OK to say, 
“Lord, I’m struggling. Please help me.” 

‘Love to pray. Prayer enlarges the heart until it 
is capable of containing God’s gift of himself.’ 

St. Mother Theresa  

Happy Memorial Day! 

I PRAY 
FOR THEM
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CHAOS...
Everything feels like chaos. It doesn’t seem like anyone knows what is happening or what is going 
on or who to believe or follow. 

… and yet God creates order out of chaos. I have to admit that I am not a fan of everything that is 
happening right now and the amount of uncertainty and questions that keep arising are at times 
overwhelming. It makes me feel out of control and uncomfortable. Maybe you are feeling a little of 
that too. Remember, God creates order out of chaos. So what do we need to do? This would be a 
‘Jesus take the wheel’ kind of moment in our lives. 

We are in the time between the Ascension and Pentecost where the disciples are also scrambling 
amidst chaos in their world. I find it kind of interesting that the group of disciples after the 
resurrection in the upper room is 11. At Pentecost the group is a little bigger. Similarly we are 
being told that our groups/crowds have to be small. Currently we hear 10 is the number. And yet 
the small number of disciples made a HUGE impact and difference in the world. This is our time 
to take these small gatherings and groups and to make a difference. It’s time to feel like the early 
church again and be invigorated and change the world! We have the ability to start fresh again. We 
aren’t going to have all the logistic figured out, and it’s not going to be the way it used to be, but it’s 
going to be authentic and great. 

Next weekend is Pentecost Sunday. I am writing this column at 11:00pm on Thursday, late so I can 
get the most accurate information at this time to you. As of right now, the plan for Pentecost 
Sunday will be to have parking lot masses for the faithful to attend. We will need to work out l
ogistics and they will be shared with you via our website, the group phone calls and on our 
facebook page. It is extremely important to know that we will have extremely important procedure 
that will need to be followed for this to be successful. Everyone will need to exercise the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, particularly kindness, patience, gentleness and self-control. Please know by 
offering parking lot masses next weekend, everyone will need to stay in their cars, and you will be 
directed where to park. There will be specific spaces to park and there will be a limit to parking so 
there is a safe distance between vehicles. It is important to note that no one will be allowed on the 
parish property for mass that is not in a vehicle. We must be safe for all involved. More details will 
be forthcoming so please stay tuned and pay attention to all the directives that will help make our 
parking lot masses a success. 

I know all of us are excited for ‘something’ that is closer to normal. As we work diligently to figure 
all of this out, please know that many things will be different and I ask you to understand that all 
changes are for everyone’s safety and are required for us to proceed forward. More directives and 
details will follow. Inside the bulletin are directives as to what is happening with the parish staff and 
office. Please read through this important information so you know what is happening. 

We are in this together. Jesus didn’t abandon his disciples after the Ascension, he entrusted a great 
commission to them. We’ve got this! No pandemic can stop Jesus, and no pandemic can stop us 
from being great disciples. 

Monday is Memorial Day, let us make sure we say an extra prayer for the service women and men 
who have given the ultimate sacrifice for our freedoms. God Bless our service families, and all 
those who are at rest in the eternal kingdom. 

Keep smiling 
Fr. Bryan 
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Disciples Stay Active in our 
Parish Community

Community Dinners
We are pleased that our Friday night community dinners 
continue to be served during this trying time.  The need 

in our community is ever present and it is our privilege to 
serve them. Our procedures have changed and dinners 
are take out/curbside pick up only.  If you have a group 

of people who may be interested in hosting a Friday night 
dinner, here are a few things to keep in mind:

The kitchen/dining room area is set up using the 
following guidelines for the safety of our workers as well as 

our guests:
• Only 4 people can be in your group on the day for serving
• If there are more people that want to help you, perhaps 

they can help by preparing the meal and/or dessert at 
home and getting it to you

Social distancing – we have 4 stations set up to prepare 
the take out meals

Use of face masks – please provide your own
Gloves – provided

Carts are used to take the meals up the elevator and dis-
tributed

Outside pick up is at the bottom of the ramp (Tifft St. side) 
– there is a 6’ table to be placed lengthwise to keep the 

social distance guideline

Hosting a meal:
Plan your menu – keep it simple to put in 1 take out con-
tainer. (there is ground beef avail to use in your dish if you 

choose)
Plan to be at the hall around 3 to get your stations set up 

and heat up anything you may need to.
After meals are served, clean up the kitchen, hall and take 

out the trash.

Some of our most recent groups have served: 
Baked ziti, bread, brownies BBQ burger, French fries, 

cookies, Meatloaf sandwich, chips, Goulash, salad, bread, 
dessert

If you are interested or would like some more information 
please contact Mary Anne at 822-1837.  Thank you!

Sponsors for the coming weeks include:
May 29: Mary Anne King

June 5: Sr. Pauline & Friends 
June 12: St. Vincent de Paul

June 19: Mariane Dixon & Brigid Evans
June 26: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
July 3: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Remembering those 
who have died during 

the pandemic 
Our parish community remembers all those who 

have died since the last time we gathered as a family. 
Those we have lost during this time are important to 
us and their families have been in our prayers. We 

remember as a community the following: 
Kathleen Keller, Michael McNaughton, Bonnie 

Wilson, Joyce Mahar, Rose Marie Ross, Ed 
McGlynn, Anne Lynch, Alice Woodley, Josephine 
Daleo, Kevin Barrett, Joe Golda, Nick Caparella, 
Kevin Keane, Ann Lynch, Florence Flora, Rose 

Marie Ross, Irene Szczepankiewicz, Trudy 
Manahar, Betty Reidy, Kevin Keane, Ed Ryan 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.
And let perpetual light shine upon them.

Holy Spirit Novena 
As we are in the days between the Ascension and 

Pentecost, the ancient church began a practice of meeting 
in intense prayer. “In the New Testament at the Ascension 
scene, our Lord gives the apostles the Great Commission, 
and then tells them to return to Jerusalem and to await the 
coming of the Holy Spirit.  Acts of the Apostles recounts, 

“After that they returned to Jerusalem from the mount 
called Olivet near Jerusalem– a mere Sabbath’s journey 
away.  Together they devoted themselves to constant 
prayer” (Acts 1:12,14).  Nine days later, the Holy Spirit 

descended upon the Apostles at Pentecost.”
A Novena is an intense nine day period in which we gather 
in intense prayer for a specific need or desire. Perhaps, the 

“nine-day period of prayer” found in the Acts of the 
Apostles is the basis for what we today refer to as a 

novena. 
All are invited to join in the intense, specific and purposeful 
prayer of the church in a novena. The Holy Spirit Novena 
that our parish will be participating in is focused on the 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit. We will be praying that the Holy 
Spirit will descend upon us, renew us, and reignite the 

Spirit given to us in Baptism and Confirmation. In a special 
way, we will ask the Holy Spirit to guide us through all that 
our world is suffering and help guide us during this pan-

demic. 
Each evening, beginning Friday, May 22, through 

Pentecost we will gather for intense prayer and reflection. 
We invite you to be a part of this renewal and Spiritual 

invigoration. 5



Banns of Marriage
Melanie Bonarski and Joe Gribbin will be married on 
Sat., May 30th, at the Holy Family site. Please keep 
this couple in prayer as they prepare for matrimony.
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Please Pray For Our Sick
“Master, the one you love is ill.” (John 11:1-2)

Irene Andrzejewski, Irene Barrett, Louise Beamish, Teresa 
Beamish, Ann Alvira-Buchnowski, Patricia Cajak, 

Maureen Canney, Nancy, Canonico, Cheryl Clontz, 
Patricia Colern, Kathleen Hillery, Vara Jones, Chris Lycett, 
Rita Mascia, Claudia Moran, Janet Murray, Karen O’Neill, 
Maryann Rigby, Sandy Riley, Jane Rozek, Helen Rusiecki, 

Mary Sands, June Stebbins, Ann Urbino, Ruth White

Daniel Barry, Michael Beyers, Leon Bolick, Owen Chase, 
Eric Crawford, Vincent Crawford, Frank Czapezyk, Larry 
Deskiewicz, Richard Dinnocenzo, Paul Fitzpatrick, Jason 
Florea, John Godwin, Eric G., Herman Gagnon, Trooper 
Joseph Gallagher, Emmett Jakubowski, Rob Karr, Pat 

Kuhn, Robert Mascia, Robert Maggio, George Rodriguez, 
The family of Coach Frank Rossi, Jeremiah Smith, Jim 

Sweeney
If you have anyone you would like added to the 

sick list, please contact Fr. Bryan. 

PLEASE NOTE: The parish office is now 
working remotetely. Staff will be available for 
contact on a limited basis, but Fr. Bryan and 
Fr. Sam are available for emergencies. Thank 

you for understanding. 

Please Pray For Our Dead
Let us remember all those who have gone before us:

+Cheryl Gratto. May she rest in peace.  
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Sat. / Sun., May 23/24 - 7th Sunday of Easter
Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam will offer intentions for 

the 7th Sunday of Easter for:        
       Stella Jiagielski (req. by family)        
       Doris Skowron (req. by Audrey Kunz) 
       Colleen Lambert (Anniv. Rem., req. by her son, Bill)
         Shelley Holowaty & Joan Holestein (req. by family)
       Hippo Allman (req. by Joe & Patty Sullivan) 

 Mon., May 25 - Weekday in Easter 
Paul E. O’Brien (8th Anniv. Rem., req. by his wife, Marie, and children)

      

 Tues., May 26 - Saint Philip Neri, Priest 
Monthly Novena for Life (req. by Sr. Mary Gormley)
    

Wed., May 27 - Weekday in Easter
Donald McNaughton, Jr. (req. by his family)

Thurs., May 28 - Weekday in Easter
Tony Diamond & Paul Burke (Anniv. Rem., req. by Kelly &  
         Michael Anderson)

Fri., May 29 - Weekday in Easter
Anthony Krawczyk (req. by the Partyka Family)

Sat. / Sun., May 30/31 - Pentecost
Fr. Bryan and Fr. Sam will offer intentions for 

Pentecost for:        
       Janet (Nichols) Underly (req. by Joyce & Billy Mahar)        
       Outpouring of the Holy Spirit (req. by Sr. Mary Gormley) 
       Debbie Bavaro (req. by Jackie Phelan)
         John & Marilyn Honan (req. by the Honan Family)
       Donna Marie Standish (Birth. Rem., req. by the McClain Family) 

    

Sanctuary Lamps 
Holy Family Site (May 24 - 30)

Donald McNaughton, Jr. (req. by his family)

St. Ambrose Site (May 24 - 30)
Paul E. O’Brien (8th Anniv. Rem., req. by Marie & 

children)

God of power and mercy,
you destroy war and put down earthly 
pride. Banish violence from our midst 
and wipe away our tears, that we may 
all deserve to be called your sons and 
daughters. Keep in your mercy those 

men and women who have died in 
the cause of freedom and bring them 

safely into your kingdom of justice and 
peace. We ask this though Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen.

Memorial Day Prayer



A Friendly place whereA Friendly place where
friendly people meet!friendly people meet!

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Home Cooked Specials
Homemade Desserts

 2301 S. Park Ave. 826-2279826-2279

Mineo’s Mineo’s SouthSouth
P I Z Z E R I AP I Z Z E R I A

2154 South Park Ave.2154 South Park Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14220Buffalo, NY 14220

823-6228823-6228

WAYSIDE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Pools & Spas
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

Kyle Zappia, Owner
716-824-3325

1437 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY 14218
 EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF

SOUTH PARK
LIQUORS

Your Neighborhood discouNt 
Liquor store

1605 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14220

(716) 822-2477

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

Announcing NighteNgale FuNeral home’s

 NEW LOCATION AT

Marty J. Nightengale - Funeral Director

250 orchard Park rd. West seNeca | 822-4371 | serviNg south BuFFalo, West seNeca & BeyoNd

 Same location as
 “Norman E. Gannon & Sons”
 1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

 823-0124
www.OCONNELL-MURPHYFUNERAL.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

Founded 1886
Focus on Healing & Strengthening 
in a family setting. So they can live 

safely, independently & 
productively within their 

home communities.

844.427.5741



 Diamonds  Watches
 Gem Stones Repairs

Family Owned & Operated For 
Over 50 Years 

1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza, Lackawanna, N.Y. 
(716) 822-1302

J E W E L E R S

APOLLOAPOLLO
FAMILY RESTAURANTFAMILY RESTAURANT

Breakfast Breakfast •• Lunch  Lunch •• Dinner Dinner
Take Out AvailableTake Out Available
Open 7 days a weekOpen 7 days a week
423 Hopkins Street

825-9087

Daniel J. Leonard
Funeral Home

New Location
Brand New Facilities

Large Chapels and Parking

Dan Leonard | 827-8487
873 Abbott Rd

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

PAUL E. VOGEL
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

WEST SENECA, NY
823-0968

BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING
FAMILY OWNED

 & OPERATED SINCE 1944

Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995 

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  
(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; 

may be required by cemetery)  

3060 Abbott Road
(Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

 Grobelny AlternAtive
 HeAltH CAre llC
 • Acupuncture
 • Chiropractic Needs
3648 Seneca Street • West Seneca, NY 14224

651-9011
Robert Grobelny, Parishioner

 O’NEILLS’ O’NEILLS’
 AUTO  AUTO 
 SERVICE SERVICE
QUALITY & HONEST REPAIRSQUALITY & HONEST REPAIRS

Tires • sales • service • repairs

New York State Inspections

1951 South Park Ave.
(716) 825-9234(716) 825-9234

Do You Need a Plumber?

 PCS
 PlumbinG 
 & HeAtinG
 PAt leAry, owner

Commercial • Residential
South Buffalo Local Business

716-822-4302
full ServiCe PlumbinG & HvAC exPertS

www.pcsplumbing.com

Over 27 Years Experience 
& Platinum Award Winner

Clare Shea
Hourihan
Licensed Real 
Estate Agent

308-1177

Pre-Plan Today:
 824-6435

• Café for Refreshments
• Spacious Viewing Chapels
• Handicap Accessible
• Modern Audio/Visual System
• Ground Level Entrance
ERIE COUNTY CREMATION SERVICE
873 Abbott Road • South Buffalo, NY 14220 

Direct Cremation: $625 (Funeral Home Charge)

CASTIGLIA
FUNERAL  HOME, INC.

South Buffalo’s Largest Full Service Funeral Home


