
The 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
June 23/24, 2020

‘You are worth more than many sparrows.’ 
(Matthew 10:31)

It’s safe to say we live in scary times. From a 
global pandemic, to the huge rise in 

unemployment, to fi nancial instability, to mass 
division in our government, to race riots and 

violence, to distrust with civil authority... 2020 
surely has been a year that turned everything 

upside down, and at this point, many of us just 
want it to be over. And even more terrifying is 

looking ahead to the “new normal” that doesn’t 
come with a guide book. We have no idea what’s 

in store, and we certainly don’t know how to 
prepare for it. 

However, in the Gospel this weekend, Jesus 

gives four words that should give us some 
comfort: ‘Do not be afraid.’ 

In the narrative, he’s basically giving his 
disciples a warning that really bad stuff  is 

going to happen to them and the road won’t be 
easy. However, he assures them that God will 
have their backs. Jesus even says God cares 
for the sparrows (the most annoying little birds 
in the region that would take over everything). If 
He cares for a sparrow, imagine the amount of 

love He has for his chosen people.   

As we begin summer and enter Ordinary Time, 
let’s turn our worries into prayers. Let’s turn 

our anxieties into hope. And let’s turn our fears 
into trust in the God who loves us.  

DO NOT BE 

AFRAID
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Happy Father’s Day!
This weekend we celebrate the fathers in our lives. A Father’s love is so important in our world today, 
and their example often sets the tone for a family. Just like mothers, our fathers bring a perspective and 
love to our world that is often overlooked. This Father’s Day we recognize all the male figures in our 
lives that are fatherly, and ways in which they share their love with us. Let’s pray for all of the male role 
models in our lives.  

As we continue to move forward from COVID in reopening, and getting back to some sense of a new 
normalcy it is important to be patient, and to realize that many of the things that we do now are not 
for ourselves, but for the protection of others. From wearing masks, to social distancing we are almost 
forced to think about ‘the other.’ This may at times seem like it is an inconvenience but isn’t this how 
we should be thinking as Disciples of Jesus? Shouldn’t we be concerned about one another? 

The readings this weekend point us to selflessness and how what we do is known to God. Are we 
being authentic as a disciple or are we disciples when it is convenient? This can be a struggle for all 
of us. When we look at the choices we make in our conversations, language, social media posts, etc., 
we should ask ourselves if we are being an authentic disciple. How we live in the world says something 
about our beliefs. Now more than ever we need to see how our life impacts the micro and macro 
communities that we participate and live in. The relationships of our lives are found in the Church, and 
when we choose to live as a disciple our faith is meant to foster and support those relationships. 

One of the things that I have noticed since we began ‘reopening’ is people’s mental health, including 
my own. We have been isolated, distanced, and separated. Not because we want to be, but because 
we have to be. This has left people very anxious, nervous, on edge and ready to jump from the 
slightest disturbance or inconvenience, especially as we begin reopening. I have noticed sharper 
words from people, more vocal complaints about new routines or inconveniences, and impatience with 
changes that are viewed as unnecessary. It is important to realize that now is the time to exercise our 
discipleship bodies and minds. We should be considering the why and how all of the ‘new things’ are 
meant to ensure everyone’s health and safety. I think it would do all of us some good to take a deep 
breath, think like a disciple and say a prayer when our anxieties or discomforts flare. This is not easy for 
anyone, but we are all working towards the common good of all and that is thinking and acting like a 
disciple. 

It has been amazing to gather together again, no matter how different. Your presence makes all of the 
changes well worth it because seeing you brings joy to my heart!

Happy Father’s Day…

Keep Smiling 
Fr. Bryan 
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The 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading                                                      JER 20:10-13

Jeremiah said:
“I hear the whisperings of many:

‘Terror on every side!
Denounce! let us denounce him!’

All those who were my friends
are on the watch for any misstep of mine.

‘Perhaps he will be trapped; then we can prevail,
and take our vengeance on him.’

But the LORD is with me, like a mighty champion:
my persecutors will stumble, they will not triumph.

In their failure they will be put to utter shame,
to lasting, unforgettable confusion.

O LORD of hosts, you who test the just,
who probe mind and heart,

let me witness the vengeance you take on them,
for to you I have entrusted my cause.

Sing to the LORD,
praise the LORD,

for he has rescued the life of the poor
from the power of the wicked!”

The word of the Lord.      R/. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm                                                      PS 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35
R/. Lord, in your great love, answer me.

For your sake I bear insult, and shame covers my face.
I have become an outcast to my brothers, a stranger to my children,

Because zeal for your house consumes me,
and the insults of those who blaspheme you fall upon me.

R/.  Lord, in your great love, answer me.

I pray to you, O LORD, for the time of your favor, O God!
In your great kindness answer me with your constant help.

Answer me, O LORD, for bounteous is your kindness;
in your great mercy turn toward me.

R/.  Lord, in your great love, answer me.

“See, you lowly ones, and be glad;
you who seek God, may your hearts revive!

For the LORD hears the poor, and his own who are in bonds he spurns not.
Let the heavens and the earth praise him,
the seas and whatever moves in them!’‘

R/.  Lord, in your great love, answer me.
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Second Reading                                                      ROM 5:12-15
Brothers and sisters:

Through one man sin entered the world,
and through sin, death,

and thus death came to all men, inasmuch as all sinned—
for up to the time of the law, sin was in the world,
though sin is not accounted when there is no law.

But death reigned from Adam to Moses,
even over those who did not sin

after the pattern of the trespass of Adam,
who is the type of the one who was to come.

But the gift is not like the transgression.
For if by the transgression of the one the many died,

how much more did the grace of God
and the gracious gift of the one man Jesus Christ

overflow for the many.
The word of the Lord.      R/. Thanks be to God.

Gospel                                                      MT 10:26-33
Jesus said to the Twelve:

“Fear no one.
Nothing is concealed that will not be revealed,

nor secret that will not be known.
What I say to you in the darkness, speak in the light;

what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops.
And do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul;

rather, be afraid of the one who can destroy
both soul and body in Gehenna.

Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin?
Yet not one of them falls to the ground without your Father’s knowledge.

Even all the hairs of your head are counted.
So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.

Everyone who acknowledges me before others
I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father.

But whoever denies me before others,
I will deny before my heavenly Father.”

The Gospel of the Lord.      R/. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Parish Office Hours
Phase 3 (which we are currently in): The 

parish staff will be back to full normal hours, however, 
guests may only come to the office by appointment 

ONLY. The office will be open to the public Monday & 
Wednesday 10:00am - 12:00pm, Tuesday & Thursday 
12:30pm - 2:30pm. Each room used will need to be 
sanitized after each use, and all are required to wear 

a mask upon entering the building.  

Phase 4: The office will be open as usual, but all 
meetings will need to be approved by Fr. Bryan, and 

all will still need to sign in. The number of people 
allowed will be determined by the CDC at that time.   

Disciples Stay Active in our 
Parish Community

Community Dinners
We are pleased that our Friday night community dinners 
continue to be served during this trying time.  The need 

in our community is ever present and it is our privilege to 
serve them. Our procedures have changed and dinners 
are take out/curbside pick up only.  If you have a group 

of people who may be interested in hosting a Friday night 
dinner, here are a few things to keep in mind:

The kitchen/dining room area is set up using the 
following guidelines for the safety of our workers as well as 

our guests:
• Only 4 people can be in your group on the day for serving
• If there are more people that want to help you, perhaps 

they can help by preparing the meal and/or dessert at 
home and getting it to you

Social distancing – we have 4 stations set up to prepare 
the take out meals

Use of face masks – please provide your own
Gloves – provided

Carts are used to take the meals up the elevator and dis-
tributed

Outside pick up is at the bottom of the ramp (Tifft St. side) 
– there is a 6’ table to be placed lengthwise to keep the 

social distance guideline

Hosting a meal:
Plan your menu – keep it simple to put in 1 take out con-
tainer. (there is ground beef avail to use in your dish if you 

choose)
Plan to be at the hall around 3 to get your stations set up 

and heat up anything you may need to.
After meals are served, clean up the kitchen, hall and take 

out the trash.

Some of our most recent groups have served: 
Baked ziti, bread, brownies BBQ burger, French fries, 

cookies, Meatloaf sandwich, chips, Goulash, salad, bread, 
dessert

If you are interested or would like some more information 
please contact Mary Anne at 822-1837.  Thank you!

Sponsors for the coming weeks include: 

June 26: Blake Ginn
July 3: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

July 10: Liturgy Committee
July 17: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
July 24: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
July 31: VOLENTEERS NEEDED

Where Is This From?

Banns of Marriage
Leah DiMatteo and Jeffrey Fingerlow will be married 

on Sat., July 11th, at the Holy Family site. Please keep 
this couple in prayer as they prepare for matrimony.5

This stained glass window of St. John the 
Baptist is in the upstairs bathroom at our Holy 

Family site. This week on Wednesday, June 24th, 
we celebrate the Solemnity of the Nativity of St. 
John the Baptist. FUN FACT: Besides Jesus and 
Mary, John the Baptist is the ONLY saint that has 
his birthday recognized by the Church. All others 

are only deaths. 
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Please Pray For Our Sick
“Master, the one you love is ill.” (John 11:1-2)

Irene Andrzejewski, Irene Barrett, Louise Beamish, Teresa 
Beamish, Ann Alvira-Buchnowski, Patricia Cajak, 
Maureen Canney, Nancy Canonico, Cheryl Clontz, 

Patricia Colern, Kathleen Hillery, Vara Jones, Chris Lycett, 
Rita Mascia, Claudia Moran, Janet Murray, Karen O’Neill, 
Maryann Rigby, Sandy Riley, Jane Rozek, Helen Rusiecki, 

Mary Sands, June Stebbins, Ann Urbino, Ruth White

Daniel Barry, Michael Beyers, Leon Bolick, Owen Chase, 
Eric Crawford, Vincent Crawford, Frank Czapezyk, Larry 
Deskiewicz, Richard Dinnocenzo, Paul Fitzpatrick, Jason 
Florea, John Godwin, Eric G., Herman Gagnon, Trooper 
Joseph Gallagher, Emmett Jakubowski, Rob Karr, Pat 

Kuhn, Robert Mascia, Robert Maggio, George Rodriguez, 
The family of Coach Frank Rossi, Jeremiah Smith, Jim 

Sweeney
If you have anyone you would like added to the 

sick list, please contact the Parish Office. 

Please Pray For Our Dead
Let us remember all those who have gone before us:

+Baby Giovanni Balisteri, +John Wagner. 
May they rest in peace.  

Sanctuary Lamps
St. Ambrose Site (June 21 -27)

Leonard Sanna (Birth. Rem., req. by his family)    
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Mass Intentions 
Sat. / Sun., June 20/21 - 12th Sun. in Ord. Time
SA • 4:00pm - Fr. Bryan 
      Marie Reichmuth (97th Birth. Anniv., req. by her family)
       Robert Strianese, Sr. (req. by his family) 
HF • 7:00pm - Fr. Sam (NO MUSIC)       
        George North (req. by Barb & family)

HF • 8:30am - Fr. Bryan        
       Art Mangone (req. by his son, Christopher)  
SA • 10:00am - Fr. Sam  
       Anthony Canney (Birth. Rem., req. by his sister, Maureen) 

  HF • 11:30am - Fr. Bryan   
      Fr. Bryan (req. by Andi) 

 Mon., June 22 - Weekday in Ordinary Time 
SA • 8:00am - Maria McArthur (req. by OLCP Staff)
        

 Tues., June 23 - Weekday in Ordinary Time 
SA • 8:00am - Peg Thexton & Sr. Mary Leverentz (req. by  
                  their family)  
 

Wed., June 24 - Nativity of John the Baptist
SA • 8:00am - For a Favor Received (req. by Pricilla 
     Szczpaniekwicz)

Thurs., June 25 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
SA • 8:00am - Monthly Novena for Life (req. by Sr. Mary   
        Gormley)

Fri., June 26 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
SA • 8:00am - The Forgotten Priests in Purgatory (req. by  
      a parishioner)

Sat. / Sun., June 27/28 - 13th Sun. in Ord. Time
      Sam Violanti (req. by Judy & Sam)           
       Betty Reidy (req. by Karen Reidy)     
       Frank Ransbury (req. by his wife, Norine, and family) 
      Maureen Brown O’Connor (50th Anniv. Rem., req. by family)  
      Desideriz Gawala Bulatete (req. by Deacon Tim & Barb   
      Maloney)

O most holy Heart of Jesus, fountain of every 
blessing, I adore You, I love You, and with a lively 
sorrow for my sins, I offer You this poor heart of 

mine. Make me humble, patient, pure, and wholly 
obedient to Your will. Grant, good Jesus, that I 
may live in You and for You. Protect me in the 
midst of danger; comfort me in my afflictions. 

Give me health of body, assistance in my 
temporal needs, Your blessing on all that I do, and 

the grace of a holy death. Amen.

June is Dedicated 
to the Most Sacred 

Heart of Jesus



A Friendly place whereA Friendly place where
friendly people meet!friendly people meet!

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Home Cooked Specials
Homemade Desserts

 2301 S. Park Ave. 826-2279826-2279

Mineo’s Mineo’s SouthSouth
P I Z Z E R I AP I Z Z E R I A

2154 South Park Ave.2154 South Park Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14220Buffalo, NY 14220

823-6228823-6228

WAYSIDE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Pools & Spas
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

Kyle Zappia, Owner
716-824-3325

1437 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY 14218
 EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF

SOUTH PARK
LIQUORS

Your Neighborhood discouNt 
Liquor store

1605 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14220

(716) 822-2477

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

Announcing NighteNgale FuNeral home’s

 NEW LOCATION AT

Marty J. Nightengale - Funeral Director

250 orchard Park rd. West seNeca | 822-4371 | serviNg south BuFFalo, West seNeca & BeyoNd

 Same location as
 “Norman E. Gannon & Sons”
 1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

 823-0124
www.OCONNELL-MURPHYFUNERAL.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

Founded 1886
Focus on Healing & Strengthening 
in a family setting. So they can live 

safely, independently & 
productively within their 

home communities.

844.427.5741



 Diamonds  Watches
 Gem Stones Repairs

Family Owned & Operated For 
Over 50 Years 

1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza, Lackawanna, N.Y. 
(716) 822-1302

J E W E L E R S

APOLLOAPOLLO
FAMILY RESTAURANTFAMILY RESTAURANT

Breakfast Breakfast •• Lunch  Lunch •• Dinner Dinner
Take Out AvailableTake Out Available
Open 7 days a weekOpen 7 days a week
423 Hopkins Street

825-9087

Daniel J. Leonard
Funeral Home

New Location
Brand New Facilities

Large Chapels and Parking

Dan Leonard | 827-8487
873 Abbott Rd

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

PAUL E. VOGEL
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

WEST SENECA, NY
823-0968

BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING
FAMILY OWNED

 & OPERATED SINCE 1944

Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995 

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  
(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; 

may be required by cemetery)  

3060 Abbott Road
(Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

 Grobelny AlternAtive
 HeAltH CAre llC
 • Acupuncture
 • Chiropractic Needs
3648 Seneca Street • West Seneca, NY 14224

651-9011
Robert Grobelny, Parishioner

 O’NEILLS’ O’NEILLS’
 AUTO  AUTO 
 SERVICE SERVICE
QUALITY & HONEST REPAIRSQUALITY & HONEST REPAIRS

Tires • sales • service • repairs

New York State Inspections

1951 South Park Ave.
(716) 825-9234(716) 825-9234

Do You Need a Plumber?

 PCS
 PlumbinG 
 & HeAtinG
 PAt leAry, owner

Commercial • Residential
South Buffalo Local Business

716-822-4302
full ServiCe PlumbinG & HvAC exPertS

www.pcsplumbing.com

Over 27 Years Experience 
& Platinum Award Winner

Clare Shea
Hourihan
Licensed Real 
Estate Agent

308-1177

Pre-Plan Today:
 824-6435

• Café for Refreshments
• Spacious Viewing Chapels
• Handicap Accessible
• Modern Audio/Visual System
• Ground Level Entrance
ERIE COUNTY CREMATION SERVICE
873 Abbott Road • South Buffalo, NY 14220 

Direct Cremation: $625 (Funeral Home Charge)

CASTIGLIA
FUNERAL  HOME, INC.

South Buffalo’s Largest Full Service Funeral Home


