
The 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
June 27/28, 2020

‘...into his wonderful light.’ 
(1 Peter 2:9)

When there’s a really bad storm, we often just 
wait for the lights to start fl ickering, knowing that 
a brownout or blackout is inevitable. It’s that gut 

feeling that things are going to get worse 
before they get better. But what about when 

it comes to the fi gurative storms of life? Don’t 
we do the same thing? One needs to only ask 
someone what they think about the year 2020. 
The response is generally along the lines of: “I 

can’t imagine what’s going to happen next. The 
year is only half over!” 

However, as easy as it is to get trapped in the 
doom and gloom of the darkness surrounding 

us, we should never lose sight of the 
magnifi cent ray of hope that is constantly 

shining: Jesus. He is our light, and that light is 
wonderful.

So if we are told to be models of Christ, why 
not share that light with others who may not 
see it? Even if we can’t physically brighten 

their day, we can still pray that God illuminates 
their hearts as they struggle with the darkness 

and storms life is currently bringing.

See that’s the thing about storms... They don’t 
last forever. The skies will clear, the winds will 

subside, and the power will come back on. 
Let’s weather it together looking to Christ, who 

is always the light at the end of the tunnel.    

CALLED OUT OF   
DARKNESS
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Priorities...
What are the priorities in your life? Priorities change based on what we value. The Gospel this weekend 
challenges us by asking if we value things or people more than Jesus. 

When the COVID pandemic shut down most everything, it was amazing to listen to stories of people 
and how priorities changed. Family time, family dinners, home cooked meals, board games, hobbies, 
friends zooming to catch up, regularly scheduled check-in’s, as well as other projects moved up the 
priority list very quickly because ‘other stuff’ was taken off. I believe the question many of us are 
being confronted with now is, should the ‘other things’ have been so high up on our priority list to begin 
with? Even when it comes to the parish, things changed drastically, and it has raised questions with me 
about what priorities should we be focusing on as a parish? During the pandemic Fr. Sam and I were 
leading Masses, prayer, spiritual enrichment and doing ministry much different than prior to COVID. My 
own priorities changed, and it helped me to reevaluate what my purpose and ministry is all about. Have 
you taken the time to process and evaluate what has been happening and what is different? 

We need to take some time to ‘recalculate’ or readjust our lives, and we need to be patient with where 
others are at in doing so. Some people are not comfortable to come out yet, some can’t wait to go 
places. Masks create an entire debate with some, or sanitizing hands. All of us are continuing to 
transition in some way to a new normal, and we need to first look at what priorities drive us to do what 
we do. 

This is not a bad thing, and I think we need to look at what our readings are telling us this weekend 
and ask ourselves how we are maturing in our humanity from all that has happened over the last three 
months. Do our priorities reflect the drive and purpose of our lives? This time is calling us to be more 
compassionate, more understanding, more in touch with the plight of other humans. We need to reflect 
on whether our priorities help to raise others up, or do we in our own way perpetuate people’s anxiety 
and stress by our words and actions. 

Jesus needs to be a priority in our lives, and his mission was to meet people where they are at and 
help them grow in their love and challenge them to be better disciples. If Jesus is a priority, how are we 
helping people to love and how are we being challenged to be that better disciple? 

It all begins with our own priorities! I can’t change the world if I’m unwilling to change myself first. I 
can’t be patient with someone else if I’m not patient with myself first. I can’t expect someone else’s 
opinion to grow and change, if I’m not willing to learn and grow myself. 

If we make Jesus our top priority and really live as a disciple, believe it or not, everything else does 
start to fall into place and the freedom that brings to our lives is liberating. 

Keep Smiling 
Fr. Bryan 

The Serenity Prayer
Lord, grant me the serenity to accept 

the things I cannot change,
the courage to change the things I 

can, and the wisdom to know the 
difference.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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The 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading                                                      2 KGS 4:8-11, 14-16A

One day Elisha came to Shunem,
where there was a woman of influence, who urged him to dine with her.

Afterward, whenever he passed by, he used to stop there to dine.
So she said to her husband, “I know that Elisha is a holy man of God.

Since he visits us often, let us arrange a little room on the roof
and furnish it for him with a bed, table, chair, and lamp,

so that when he comes to us he can stay there.”
Sometime later Elisha arrived and stayed in the room overnight.

Later Elisha asked, “Can something be done for her?”
His servant Gehazi answered, “Yes!

She has no son, and her husband is getting on in years.”
Elisha said, “Call her.”

When the woman had been called and stood at the door,
Elisha promised, “This time next year

you will be fondling a baby son.”
The word of the Lord.      R/. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm                                                      PS 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19
R/. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

The promises of the LORD I will sing forever,
through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness.

For you have said, “My kindness is established forever;”
in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.

R/.  For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

Blessed the people who know the joyful shout;
in the light of your countenance, O LORD, they walk.

At your name they rejoice all the day,
and through your justice they are exalted.

R/.  For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

You are the splendor of their strength,
and by your favor our horn is exalted.
For to the LORD belongs our shield,
and the Holy One of Israel, our king.

R/.  For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.



The 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Second Reading                                                      ROM 5:12-15
Brothers and sisters:

Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death?

We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death,
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead

by the glory of the Father,
we too might live in newness of life.

If, then, we have died with Christ,
we believe that we shall also live with him.

We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more;
death no longer has power over him.

As to his death, he died to sin once and for all;
as to his life, he lives for God.

Consequently, you too must think of yourselves as dead to sin
and living for God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord.      R/. Thanks be to God.

Gospel                                                      MT 10:37-42
Jesus said to his apostles:

“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me,
and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me;

and whoever does not take up his cross
and follow after me is not worthy of me.

Whoever finds his life will lose it,
and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

“Whoever receives you receives me,
and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.

Whoever receives a prophet because he is a prophet
will receive a prophet’s reward,

and whoever receives a righteous man
because he is a righteous man

will receive a righteous man’s reward.
And whoever gives only a cup of cold water

to one of these little ones to drink
because the little one is a disciple—

amen, I say to you, he will surely not lose his reward.”
The Gospel of the Lord.      R/. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Important Mass Intention Information! 
Due to several issues over the past two years 
concerning requesting Masses, along with an 

abundance of UNPAID Mass requests, we need to 
make changes to our procedures for requesting Mass 
intentions. The following procedures will be put into 
place to remedy this situation effective July 1, 2020:

1.) Phone requests will not be scheduled until the 
stipend for Masses is received.  Masses can be 

requested at the Parish Office in person during busi-
ness hours, or by a mail in request along with the 

stipend for each Mass requested. No Masses will be 
scheduled without the stipend being received.

2.) Each parish family is able to have a total of four (4) 
Masses scheduled per calendar year on a Saturday 

or Sunday for their loved ones. Of those, only ONE (1) 
on a Holy Day will be allowed. Weekday Masses can 
be requested at anytime and there is no limit to inten-

tions for daily Masses. 
3.) Masses will be scheduled on a first come, first 

served basis.  
4.) The 2021 Mass Book will not open until 

September 1, 2020. Please note, no early requests 
will be taken. 
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Parish Office Hours
Phase 3 (which we are currently in): The 

parish staff will be back to full normal hours, however, 
guests may only come to the office by appointment 

ONLY. The office will be open to the public Monday & 
Wednesday 10:00am - 12:00pm, Tuesday & Thursday 
12:30pm - 2:30pm. Each room used will need to be 
sanitized after each use, and all are required to wear 

a mask upon entering the building.  

Phase 4: The office will be open as usual, but all 
meetings will need to be approved by Fr. Bryan, and 

all will still need to sign in. The number of people 
allowed will be determined by the CDC at that time.   

Disciples Stay Active in our 
Parish Community

Community Dinners
We are pleased that our Friday night community dinners 
continue to be served during this trying time.  The need 

in our community is ever present and it is our privilege to 
serve them. Our procedures have changed and dinners 
are take out/curbside pick up only.  If you have a group 

of people who may be interested in hosting a Friday night 
dinner, here are a few things to keep in mind:

The kitchen/dining room area is set up using the 
following guidelines for the safety of our workers as well as 

our guests:
-Only 4 people should be at the HF hall on the day for 

serving
 -If there are more people that want to help you, 
perhaps they can help by preparing the meal and/or des-

sert at home and getting it to you
-Social distancing – we have 4 stations set up to prepare 

the take out meals
-Face masks – please provide your own

-Gloves – provided
-Take out containers - provided

-Carts are used to take the meals up the elevator and 
distributed

-Outside pick up is at the bottom of the ramp (Tifft St. 
side) – there is a 6’ table to be placed lengthwise to keep 

the social distance guideline

Hosting a meal:
Plan your menu – keep it simple to put in 1 take out 

container. (there is ground beef avail to use in your dish if 
you choose).

Plan to be at the hall around 3 to get your stations set up 
and heat up anything you may need to.

We are not including plastic utensils or napkins with meals 
as we do not want to encourage congregating and/or gar-

bage on the grounds.
After meals are served, clean up the kitchen, hall and take 

out the trash.

If you are interested or would like some more information 
please contact the parish office at 822-5962 or Mary Anne 

at 822-1837.  Thank you!

Sponsors for the coming weeks include: 

July 3: Jenny Laney
July 10: Liturgy Committee

July 17: MAK
July 24: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

July 31: Linda Wrobel
August 7: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Mass Intentions

Banns of Marriage
Leah DiMatteo and Jeffrey Fingerlow will be married 

on Sat., July 11th, at the Holy Family site. Please keep 
this couple in prayer as they prepare for matrimony.

Thank You!
A very special thank you to Jaye Hasen, Jennifer 
Kline, and all volunteers who helped make our 

chicken dinner a success! You’re the best!
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Please Pray For Our Sick
“Master, the one you love is ill.” (John 11:1-2)

Irene Andrzejewski, Irene Barrett, Louise Beamish, Teresa 
Beamish, Ann Alvira-Buchnowski, Patricia Cajak, 
Maureen Canney, Nancy Canonico, Cheryl Clontz, 

Patricia Colern, Kathleen Hillery, Vara Jones, Chris Lycett, 
Rita Mascia, Claudia Moran, Janet Murray, Karen O’Neill, 
Maryann Rigby, Sandy Riley, Jane Rozek, Helen Rusiecki, 

Mary Sands, June Stebbins, Ann Urbino, Ruth White

Ralph Attanasio, Daniel Barry, Michael Beyers, Leon 
Bolick, Owen Chase, Eric Crawford, Vincent Crawford, 

Frank Czapezyk, Larry Deskiewicz, Richard Dinnocenzo, 
Paul Fitzpatrick, Jason Florea, John Godwin, Eric G., 
Herman Gagnon, Trooper Joseph Gallagher, Emmett 

Jakubowski, Rob Karr, Pat Kuhn, Robert Mascia, Robert 
Maggio, George Rodriguez, The family of Coach Frank 

Rossi, Jeremiah Smith, Jim Sweeney
If you have anyone you would like added to the 

sick list, please contact the Parish Office. 

Please Pray For Our Dead
Let us remember all those who have gone before us:

+Mary Hendricks. May she rest in peace.  

Sanctuary Lamps
St. Ambrose Site (June 28 - July 4)

Robert Strianese, Sr., Helen Strianese, & Gina 
Strianese (req. by their family)    

Holy Family Site (June 28 - July 4)
Ben Kline (4th Anniv. Rem., req. by Mom, Dad, & 

Mara)
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Mass Intentions 
Sat. / Sun., June 27/28 - 13th Sun. in Ord. Time
SA • 4:00pm - Fr. Bryan 
      Sam Violanti (req. by Judy & Sam) 
HF • 7:00pm - Fr. Sam       
      Desideria Gawala Bulatete (req. by Deacon Tim & Barb   
      Maloney)

HF • 8:30am - Fr. Bryan        
        Betty Reidy (req. by Karen Reidy)  
SA • 10:00am - Fr. Sam  
       Frank Ransbury (req. by his wife, Norine, and family) 
HF • 11:30am - Fr. Bryan   
   Maureen Brown O’Connor (50th Anniv. Rem., req. by family)  

 Mon., June 29 - SS. Peter & Paul, Apostles 
SA • 8:00am - Anne Lynch (Birth. Rem., req. by Bob Lynch)
        

 Tues., June 30 - Weekday in Ordinary Time 
SA • 8:00am - Gina Strianese (Birth. Rem., req. by Peyton & family)  
 
 

Wed., July 1 - Weekday in Ordinary TIme
SA • 8:00am - Rosemary Reichmuth (req. by family)

Thurs., July 2 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
SA • 8:00am - Mary Eusanio (Birth. Rem., req. by her family)

Fri., July 3 - St. Thomas, Apostle
SA • 8:00am - John McGoldrick (req. by the McClaine family)

Sat. / Sun., July 4/5 - 14th Sun. in Ord. Time
SA • 4:00pm - Fr. Bryan     
      Elizabeth “Betty” Eagen (req. by Deacon Tim & Barb Maloney) 
HF • 7:00pm - Fr. Sam  
       Shirley Story (req. by her daughter, Michele)     
HF • 8:30am - Fr. Bryan       
       Jim Maloney (req. by South Park HS and JROTC) 
SA • 10:00am - Fr. Sam
        Florence Flora (req. by Deacon Tim & Barb Maloney) 
HF • 11:30am - Fr. Bryan
       Anne Lynch (req. by Bob Lynch)

Attention to all making their Confirmation in the 
Fall: There will be a meeting on Monday, June 29th, 
at 6:00pm in the St. Ambrose site to touch base. All 
will be sat socially distanced. Please don’t forget to 
wear your mask! If you have any questions, please 

contact the Parish Office or Maureen Brown. 

Confirmation Class

A Prayer For Confidence In the Future
Lord, you have been with me from the very 

beginning, and you will be there at the very end. 
Looking back over my life, I can see that you were 

with me even when I was unaware of your 
presence, guiding me and drawing me closer 

to you. Give me courage and confidence in my 
future, believing that your hand is upon me every 

day, whether I am aware of it or not. Amen.



A Friendly place whereA Friendly place where
friendly people meet!friendly people meet!

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Home Cooked Specials
Homemade Desserts

 2301 S. Park Ave. 826-2279826-2279

Mineo’s Mineo’s SouthSouth
P I Z Z E R I AP I Z Z E R I A

2154 South Park Ave.2154 South Park Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14220Buffalo, NY 14220

823-6228823-6228

WAYSIDE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Pools & Spas
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

Kyle Zappia, Owner
716-824-3325

1437 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY 14218
 EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF

SOUTH PARK
LIQUORS

Your Neighborhood discouNt 
Liquor store

1605 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14220

(716) 822-2477

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

Announcing NighteNgale FuNeral home’s

 NEW LOCATION AT

Marty J. Nightengale - Funeral Director

250 orchard Park rd. West seNeca | 822-4371 | serviNg south BuFFalo, West seNeca & BeyoNd

 Same location as
 “Norman E. Gannon & Sons”
 1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

 823-0124
www.OCONNELL-MURPHYFUNERAL.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

Founded 1886
Focus on Healing & Strengthening 
in a family setting. So they can live 

safely, independently & 
productively within their 

home communities.

844.427.5741



 Diamonds  Watches
 Gem Stones Repairs

Family Owned & Operated For 
Over 50 Years 

1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza, Lackawanna, N.Y. 
(716) 822-1302

J E W E L E R S

APOLLOAPOLLO
FAMILY RESTAURANTFAMILY RESTAURANT

Breakfast Breakfast •• Lunch  Lunch •• Dinner Dinner
Take Out AvailableTake Out Available
Open 7 days a weekOpen 7 days a week
423 Hopkins Street

825-9087

Daniel J. Leonard
Funeral Home

New Location
Brand New Facilities

Large Chapels and Parking

Dan Leonard | 827-8487
873 Abbott Rd

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

PAUL E. VOGEL
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

WEST SENECA, NY
823-0968

BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING
FAMILY OWNED

 & OPERATED SINCE 1944

Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995 

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  
(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; 

may be required by cemetery)  

3060 Abbott Road
(Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

 Grobelny AlternAtive
 HeAltH CAre llC
 • Acupuncture
 • Chiropractic Needs
3648 Seneca Street • West Seneca, NY 14224

651-9011
Robert Grobelny, Parishioner

 O’NEILLS’ O’NEILLS’
 AUTO  AUTO 
 SERVICE SERVICE
QUALITY & HONEST REPAIRSQUALITY & HONEST REPAIRS

Tires • sales • service • repairs

New York State Inspections

1951 South Park Ave.
(716) 825-9234(716) 825-9234

Do You Need a Plumber?

 PCS
 PlumbinG 
 & HeAtinG
 PAt leAry, owner

Commercial • Residential
South Buffalo Local Business

716-822-4302
full ServiCe PlumbinG & HvAC exPertS

www.pcsplumbing.com

Over 27 Years Experience 
& Platinum Award Winner

Clare Shea
Hourihan
Licensed Real 
Estate Agent

308-1177

Pre-Plan Today:
 824-6435

• Café for Refreshments
• Spacious Viewing Chapels
• Handicap Accessible
• Modern Audio/Visual System
• Ground Level Entrance
ERIE COUNTY CREMATION SERVICE
873 Abbott Road • South Buffalo, NY 14220 

Direct Cremation: $625 (Funeral Home Charge)

CASTIGLIA
FUNERAL  HOME, INC.

South Buffalo’s Largest Full Service Funeral Home


