
The 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 18/19, 2020

‘Then the righteous will shine like the sun.’
(Matthew 13:43)

Thanks to artwork, television, pop music, and 
movies, we have a pretty vivid depiction of what 
heaven looks like in our minds: We’ll be lounging 

in clouds while toddler angels play gold harps 
and all of our deceased relatives wear white 

robes with gold halos. The gates will be pearly, 
there is a grand stairway, and St. Peter will be 

waiting at the gates with his clipboard.   

However, what if it’s not like that at all? The 
Church defi nes Heaven as ‘the ultimate end and 

fulfi llment of the deepest human longings, the 
state of supreme, defi nitive happiness.’ It’s being 

in the total presense of God for eternity. 

So why can’t we have a taste of that while 
we’re still making our way through life on 

earth? When we think about it, we’re so quick 
to actually go the other direction instead. 

“My life is a living hell.” “This is hell on earth.” 
“I’m in hell.” In our negative society of cancel 
culture, it’s almost easier to go directly to rock 
bottom instead of shooting for the top. When 
was the last time we said, “My life is a living 

heaven?”  

In our Gospel this week, Jesus makes it very 
clear that there is going to be weeds in our life. 

However, when all is said and done, there is 
still good crops there. Let’s keep our focus on 
the good stuff . Let’s keep our eye on the prize. 
Let’s strive for Heaven... pearly gates and all.      

THE KINGDOM OF   
HEAVEN
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Isn’t it interesting what our image of heaven is? Think about it, for many people if you ask where 
heaven is, they will point up towards the sky. Many will certainly tell us who is or is not in heaven as 
we make all of sorts of assumptions and judgements about heaven as if we have the ultimate say 
who ends up there. Yet we hear this weekend that the Kingdom of Heaven is like wheat and weeds, 
a mustard seed, yeast. This certainly doesn’t conjure up images most people have of the heavenly 
kingdom. 

However, when looking at the Gospel a very important fact is present; the Kingdom of Heaven is part 
of the here and now! Weeds and wheat grow together, mustard seeds grow and become great plants, 
yeast leavens all the dough, all of this takes place on EARTH! The Kingdom of Heaven begins in the 
world in which we live! I don’t know about you, but that gives me hope, but also makes me a little 
nervous. Why? 

Have we noticed how we are living these days? Are we growing together as people of God? Just look 
at the controversy of wearing a mask. If we are Kingdom of Heaven people our concern is never just 
for ourselves and our own comfort, but for all of God’s children. If we look at the climate of 
discrimination and racism in our country, are we working together reasonably, recognizing the dignity 
of all people? When we look at the destruction of monuments, statues, the history of who we are as a 
people, do we recognize that our lack of respect for history has the great potential to make the future 
generation ignorant of the struggles of the past. My nervousness about the Kingdom of Heaven is 
that we are quickly becoming judge and jury of not only everyone’s actions and intentions, but we are 
also trying to reshape history. 

Our Gospel this weekend reminds us that it is not our job to judge. We are to grow together, become 
a large influence that can change the world by our own actions. We are supposed to through our 
actions be the presence of the Kingdom of Heaven. When was the last time our actions would help 
someone to think they were encountering a piece of heaven? This can be extremely difficult to do, 
and to experience. It does however begin with awareness. Are we aware of our own potential and the 
trust Jesus has in us as his disciples to bring about that Kingdom by our very lives and how we live 
them? 

The Gospel is supposed to challenge our lives, and this week I certainly find myself challenged, and 
I hope you do to. We need to be challenged to grow more now than ever to be a Kingdom of Heaven 
people that work every day by our own actions to make this world more heavenly. 

What will you do to make heaven more present to our world today? Maybe it will be wearing a mask. 
Or speaking kind words. Or recognizing the prejudices all of us have that we need to work on. Maybe 
it is learning not to judge ourselves or others. 

Whatever it is, let’s do something. Jesus is challenging all of us to be disciples who transform our 
own piece of the world to look a little bit more like heaven. Heaven is here, and you and I can help 
make heaven a greater reality… we should get started! 

Keep Smiling
-Fr. Bryan

The Kingdom of Heaven in Like...
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The 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading                                                      WIS 12:13, 16-19
There is no god besides you who have the care of all, that you need show you have not unjustly 

condemned. For your might is the source of justice; your mastery over all things makes you lenient to 
all. For you show your might when the perfection of your power is disbelieved; and in those who know 

you, you rebuke temerity. But though you are master of might, you judge with clemency, and with much 
lenience you govern us; for power, whenever you will, attends you. And you taught your people, by these 
deeds, that those who are just must be kind; and you gave your children good ground for hope that you 

would permit repentance for their sins.
The word of the Lord.      R/. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm                                                      PS 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16
R/. Lord, you are good and forgiving.

You, O LORD, are good and forgiving, abounding in kindness to all who call upon you.
Hearken, O LORD, to my prayer and attend to the sound of my pleading.

R/.  Lord, you are good and forgiving.

All the nations you have made shall come and worship you, O LORD,
and glorify your name. For you are great, and you do wondrous deeds; you alone are God.

R/.  Lord, you are good and forgiving.

You, O LORD, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in kindness and fidelity.
Turn toward me, and have pity on me; give your strength to your servant.

R/. Lord, you are good and forgiving.

Second Reading                                                      ROM 8:26-27
Brothers and sisters: The Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes with inexpressible groanings. And the one who searches hearts

knows what is the intention of the Spirit, because he intercedes for the holy ones according to God’s will. 
The word of the Lord.              R/. Thanks be to God.

Gospel                                                      MT 13:24-30
Jesus proposed another parable to the crowds, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a 

man who sowed good seed in his field. While everyone was asleep his enemy came and sowed weeds 
all through the wheat, and then went off. When the crop grew and bore fruit, the weeds appeared as well.
The slaves of the householder came to him and said, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?

Where have the weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ His slaves said to him, 
‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ He replied, ‘No, if you pull up the weeds you might uproot 
the wheat along with them. Let them grow together until harvest; then at harvest time I will say to the 
harvesters, “First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles for burning; but gather the wheat into my 

barn.”’”
The Gospel of the Lord.              R/. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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SummerFest Virtual Basket Raffle
There are over 25 prizes with values ranging from over $100 - Priceless! Examples can be found on 

the next page. Also, look for news on our fabulous door prize! 

WHAT: SummerFest Online Basket Raffle 
COST: Your $20 ticket gets you entered in to win every prize!!!

WHEN: Winners will be drawn during the Facebook Live Boys of Summer Performance, 
SATURDAY JULY 25, 2020

WHERE: Facebook Live
TIMES: 7:00pm – 9:00pm

HOW DO I GET A RAFFLE TICKET?
• Mail in a check to Our Lady of Charity Parish, 260 Okell Street, Buffalo, NY 14220

• Drop off a check or cash into the mailbox at the Parish Office (address above)
Include your email or mailing address

• on the Parish Website: https://www.ourladyofcharityparish.com/                                                                        
-Click Donate Now, Give Online with WeShare,  Basket Raffle Ticket                                                                                               

-Enter your email address in the comments section and we can email your ticket number

Name:

______________________________________

Size:

______________________________________

Phone number:

______________________________________

Add name on sleeve? ($5 extra)

______________________________________

Car window decal _____________________
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Disciples Stay Active in our 
Parish Community

Community Dinners
We are pleased that our Friday night community dinners 
continue to be served during this trying time.  The need 

in our community is ever present and it is our privilege to 
serve them. Our procedures have changed and dinners 
are take out/curbside pick up only.  If you have a group 

of people who may be interested in hosting a Friday night 
dinner, here are a few things to keep in mind:

The kitchen/dining room area is set up using the 
following guidelines for the safety of our workers as well as 

our guests:
-Only 4 people should be at the HF hall on the day for 

serving
 -If there are more people that want to help you, 
perhaps they can help by preparing the meal and/or des-

sert at home and getting it to you
-Social distancing – we have 4 stations set up to prepare 

the take out meals
-Face masks – please provide your own

-Gloves – provided
-Take out containers - provided

-Carts are used to take the meals up the elevator and 
distributed

-Outside pick up is at the bottom of the ramp (Tifft St. 
side) – there is a 6’ table to be placed lengthwise to keep 

the social distance guideline

Hosting a meal:
Plan your menu – keep it simple to put in 1 take out 

container. (there is ground beef available to use in your 
dish if you choose).

Plan to be at the hall around 3 to get your stations set up 
and heat up anything you may need to.

We are not including plastic utensils or napkins with meals 
as we do not want to encourage congregating and/or gar-

bage on the grounds.
After meals are served, clean up the kitchen, hall and take 

out the trash.

If you are interested or would like some more information 
please contact the parish office at 822-5962 or Mary Anne 

at 822-1837.  Thank you!

Sponsors for the coming weeks include: 

July 24: MAK
July 31: Linda Wrobel

August 7: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
August 14: St. Vincent de Paul

August 21: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
August 28: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Virtual Gift Baskets
• Buffalo Sabre Victor Olofsson Signed Hockey Stick: 

Priceless

• $50 Dog Ears Bookstore Gift Card AND a $25 Target 
Gift Card AND Iron Island Museum Ghost Tour Pass 

for Five ($25 value)

• $50 Dog Ears Bookstore Gift Card AND $50 Macy’s 
Gift Card

• $50 Dog Ears Bookstore Gift Card AND Herschell 
Carousel Museum Family Pass ($28 Value) AND $25 

Home Depot Gift Card

• $50 Dog Ears Bookstore Gift Card AND $50 
Amazon Gift Card

• $50 Dog Ears Bookstore Gift Card AND $50 Home 
Depot Gift Card AND $25 Plain Jayne’s Gift Card

• $50 Dog Ears Bookstore Gift Card AND $50 Macy’s 
Gift Card

• $50 Dog Ears Bookstore Gift Card AND $25 IHop 
Gift Card AND $25 Amazon Gift Card

• $50 Dog Ears Bookstore Gift Card AND $25 Tim 
Horton’s Gift Card AND $25 VISA Gift Card

• $50 Dog Ears Bookstore Gift Card AND $25 
Amazon Gift Card AND $25 Mineo’s Gift Card

• $50 Dog Ears Bookstore Gift Card AND $25 
Wegmans Gift Card AND $25 Barnes & Noble Gift 

Card

• $50 Dog Ears Bookstore Gift Card AND $20 Jim’s 
Steakout AND $30 South Park Liquor Gift Card

• $50 Dog Ears Bookstore Gift Card AND  Herschell 
Carousel Museum Family Pass ($28 Value) AND $25 

Fran & Ceil’s Gift Card

• $50 Dog Ears Bookstore Gift Card AND $25 Auto 
Zone Gift Card AND $25 Plain Jayne’s Gift Card

• CUTCO Petit Santoku Knife & Storage Sheath 
Valu $129 / $9 $138 total.

•$50 Dog Ears Bookstore Gift Card AND $50 
Kohls Gift Card5



Buffalo, NY                                                              July 18/19, 2020

Please Pray For Our Sick
“Master, the one you love is ill.” (John 11:1-2)

Irene Andrzejewski, Irene Barrett, Louise Beamish, Teresa 
Beamish, Ann Alvira-Buchnowski, Patricia Cajak, 
Maureen Canney, Nancy Canonico, Cheryl Clontz, 

Patricia Colern, Kathleen Hillery, Vara Jones, Rita Mascia, 
Claudia Moran, Janet Murray, Karen O’Neill, Maryann 
Rigby, Sandy Riley, Jane Rozek, Helen Rusiecki, Mary 

Sands, June Stebbins, Ruth White

Daniel Barry, Michael Beyers, Leon Bolick, Owen Chase, 
Eric Crawford, Vincent Crawford, Frank Czapezyk, Larry 
Deskiewicz, Richard Dinnocenzo, Paul Fitzpatrick, Jason 
Florea, John Godwin, Eric G., Herman Gagnon, Trooper 
Joseph Gallagher, Emmett Jakubowski, Rob Karr, Pat 

Kuhn, Robert Mascia, Robert Maggio, George Rodriguez, 
The family of Coach Frank Rossi, Jeremiah Smith, 

Jim Sweeney
If you have anyone you would like added to the 

sick list, please contact the Parish Office. 

Please Pray For Our Dead
Let us remember all those who have gone before us:
+Most Rev. Edward U. Kmiec (Bishop Emeritus), 

+Chris Lycett. May they rest in peace.  

Sanctuary Lamps
St. Ambrose Site (July 21 - 25)

William & Alice Walz (Wedding Anniv. Rem., req. by 
their family)

Volunteers Needed!
Are you interested in helping with SummerFest 

this year? While we are doing SummerFest 
virtually this year, we are still in need of people to 
lend a hand on our St. Ambrose campus on July 

25th. We are in need of people to:
• Help package chicken dinners
• Deliver chicken dinners to cars

• Sell 50/50 tickets
• Sell glasses 

• Help set up and take down 
• Help clean

You can sign up right on our website by clicking 
the SummerFest tab at the top. Also, you can 

call the parish office at 822-5962 during normal 
business hours. 

Thank you for your support! 
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Mass Intentions 
Sat. / Sun., July 18/19 - 16th Sun. in Ord. Time

SA • 4:00pm - Fr. Bryan    
      Peg Thexton (1st Anniv. Rem., req. by Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fisher) 
HF • 7:00pm - Fr. Bryan  
       Michael Smith (Birth. Rem., req. by his family)    
HF • 8:30am - Fr. Bryan       
       Patricia Heitzhaus (64th Wedding Anniv., req. by her family) 
SA • 10:00am - Fr. Bryan
       Jack Driscoll II (Anniv. Rem., req. by Jack Driscoll) 
HF • 11:30am - Fr. Bryan
        Barbara Guenther (4th Anniv. Rem., req. by Ron & Diane   
      Heiss)   

 Mon., July 20 - Weekday in Ordinary Time 
SA • 8:00am - Ed McGlynn (req. by Cathy Geary)
      

 Tues., July 21 - Weekday in Ordinary Time 
SA • 8:00am - Clifford McCartan (req. by Steve & Shirley Banko)  
 
 

Wed., July 22 - St. Mary Magdalene
SA • 8:00am - Amanda Bolstad (req. by the McClain family)

Thurs., July 23 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
SA • 8:00am - Don Geary, Sr. (req. by his wife, Cathy)

Fri., July 24 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
SA • 8:00am - Monthly Novena for Life (req. by Sr. Mary   
      Gormley)

Sat. / Sun., July 25/26 - 17th Sun. in Ord. Time
SA • 4:00pm - Fr. Sam    
      Nicholas J. Zappia (req. by Joe & Kay Zappia) 
HF • 7:00pm - Fr. Bryan  
       Bertie Daugherty (Birth. Rem., req. by James Sweeney)  
  HF • 8:30am - Fr. Bryan       
       Carl & Sue Potoczala (40th Wedding Anniv., req. by family) 
SA • 10:00am - Fr. Sam
       Carl & Mil Sullivan (Birth. Rem., req. by Kathleen Sullivan) 
HF • 11:30am - Fr. Sam
        Mary Bolick (req. by Anita McManus) 
 



A Friendly place whereA Friendly place where
friendly people meet!friendly people meet!

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Home Cooked Specials
Homemade Desserts

 2301 S. Park Ave. 826-2279826-2279

Mineo’s Mineo’s SouthSouth
P I Z Z E R I AP I Z Z E R I A

2154 South Park Ave.2154 South Park Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14220Buffalo, NY 14220

823-6228823-6228

WAYSIDE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Pools & Spas
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

Kyle Zappia, Owner
716-824-3325

1437 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY 14218
 EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF

SOUTH PARK
LIQUORS

Your Neighborhood discouNt 
Liquor store

1605 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14220

(716) 822-2477

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

Announcing NighteNgale FuNeral home’s

 NEW LOCATION AT

Marty J. Nightengale - Funeral Director

250 orchard Park rd. West seNeca | 822-4371 | serviNg south BuFFalo, West seNeca & BeyoNd

 Same location as
 “Norman E. Gannon & Sons”
 1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

 823-0124
www.OCONNELL-MURPHYFUNERAL.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

Founded 1886
Focus on Healing & Strengthening 
in a family setting. So they can live 

safely, independently & 
productively within their 

home communities.

844.427.5741



 Diamonds  Watches
 Gem Stones Repairs

Family Owned & Operated For 
Over 50 Years 

1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza, Lackawanna, N.Y. 
(716) 822-1302

J E W E L E R S

APOLLOAPOLLO
FAMILY RESTAURANTFAMILY RESTAURANT

Breakfast Breakfast •• Lunch  Lunch •• Dinner Dinner
Take Out AvailableTake Out Available
Open 7 days a weekOpen 7 days a week
423 Hopkins Street

825-9087

Daniel J. Leonard
Funeral Home

New Location
Brand New Facilities

Large Chapels and Parking

Dan Leonard | 827-8487
873 Abbott Rd

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

PAUL E. VOGEL
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

WEST SENECA, NY
823-0968

BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING
FAMILY OWNED

 & OPERATED SINCE 1944

Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995 

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  
(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; 

may be required by cemetery)  

3060 Abbott Road
(Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

 Grobelny AlternAtive
 HeAltH CAre llC
 • Acupuncture
 • Chiropractic Needs
3648 Seneca Street • West Seneca, NY 14224

651-9011
Robert Grobelny, Parishioner

 O’NEILLS’ O’NEILLS’
 AUTO  AUTO 
 SERVICE SERVICE
QUALITY & HONEST REPAIRSQUALITY & HONEST REPAIRS

Tires • sales • service • repairs

New York State Inspections

1951 South Park Ave.
(716) 825-9234(716) 825-9234

Do You Need a Plumber?

 PCS
 PlumbinG 
 & HeAtinG
 PAt leAry, owner

Commercial • Residential
South Buffalo Local Business

716-822-4302
full ServiCe PlumbinG & HvAC exPertS

www.pcsplumbing.com

Over 27 Years Experience 
& Platinum Award Winner

Clare Shea
Hourihan
Licensed Real 
Estate Agent

308-1177

Pre-Plan Today:
 824-6435

• Café for Refreshments
• Spacious Viewing Chapels
• Handicap Accessible
• Modern Audio/Visual System
• Ground Level Entrance
ERIE COUNTY CREMATION SERVICE
873 Abbott Road • South Buffalo, NY 14220 

Direct Cremation: $625 (Funeral Home Charge)

CASTIGLIA
FUNERAL  HOME, INC.

South Buffalo’s Largest Full Service Funeral Home


