
The 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 15/16, 2020

‘Let it be done for you as you wish.’ 
(Matthew 15:27)

Faith... That concept of believing in something 
that we can’t explain or even understand. The 
thing that rationalizes our answered prayers. If 
we have it, we cherish it. If we don’t have it, we 

envy those who do have it. And at the end of the 
day, all of us want more of it. 

Increasing one’s faith often comes as a barter 
for an answer to a relief of something negative: 
“If you save this person from dying...” , “If you 
take away this sickness...” , “If you give me my 
job back...” It’s almost like that when it comes 

to faith, we treat God like a District Attorney. But 
what about if we actually saw the glass half full?

When was the last time we appreciated 
somethng awesome -just for the sake of 

being awesome- and said, “You’ve increased 
my faith!”? ... A family member that has 

surpised you with good vibes. A friend that has 
made you laugh uncontrollably. A co-worker 
that lets you know that they care about your 

life. A parishioner you don’t know at Mass that 
compliments your face mask. Etc... Did we 

ever stop and think, “That moment has 
increased my faith!”

This weekend’s Gospel has a woman’s faith 
made great because Jesus made a demon 
leave her daughter’s body. Let’s not have to 

resort to that. Let’s increase each other’s faith 
by being kind and Christ-like to each other.         

GREAT IS   
YOUR FAITH
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First impressions can be dangerous. We’ve all heard the expression, ‘Don’t judge a book by its cover’, 
but in our world today so much of the judgement we make is given and influenced primarily by our first 
impressions. We have become over sensitized to so much, police, black lives, immigrants, masks, COVID, 
protests, politics, right wing, left wing, etc. If we are honest with ourselves, each of these terms conjures 
up feelings, thoughts, emotions, and it leads to judgement. Judgement then leads to prejudice and that 
affects our impression or characterization of groups or classes of people.  

How is it possible then to escape this climate of prejudice? There no one answer, but I’d like to suggest 
that education is key. When it comes to how we approach another what do we base our impression on 
usually? Feeling, emotion, past experience, what others or the media have told us? This places each 
individual person into a common pool of definition. When we learn and actually engage in intelligent, 
factual conversation, we unlock the door to understanding and equality.  

A few weeks ago I happened to be a part of a conversation in which someone shared with me what they 
believed to be factual about black lives and incarceration. I found the statement to be quite disturbing and 
I doubted its validity. Before responding I quickly did a google search and found a reputable source that 
proved their perception to be wrong. I shared this information with them, engaged in a factual dialogue 
and they truly were enlightened. I don’t know if their perception is changed, but the facts and truth help 
to refute prejudices and biases. The others who heard our conversation were engaged and were given a 
perspective founded upon truth which they told me they appreciated and shared with others. 

Our Gospel this weekend can be difficult to hear or read. It appears harsh, and if we were to get stuck on 
our first impression of how Jesus handles the Canaanite woman we could be offended by Jesus. 
However, when we learn the facts of what is taking place we can see an entirely different perspective. 
Jesus is defining his mission and the woman is pleading her need. The engagement between the two is 
completely factual for what each is involved in at the moment. The interesting point, however, is that the 
woman’s great faith comes from her learning about who Jesus is. She reveals his identity as Messiah 
by using the title ‘Son of David.’ Jesus learns of the woman’s great faith in him and her need to heal her 
daughter by listening to her.    

Great things happen when we learn about and listen to one another. The perspectives, diversity and 
appreciation of another broadens when we allow ourselves to truly encounter another. Jesus and the 
Canaanite woman’s encounter brought a new sense of mission to Matthew’s community. When we learn 
and encounter each other our communities can be changed and healed profoundly as well. 

Our impressions need to be formed by facts, and true encounters. Let’s work at learning about another 
before allowing our first impressions to affect our future encounters with others. All of us still have so 
much to learn, and when we do, it not only opens our minds, it opens our hearts. 

Keep Smiling 
Fr. Bryan   

First Impressions...



20th Sunday in Ordinary Time            Our Lady of Charity Parish

33

The 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading                                                      IS 56:1, 6-7

Thus says the LORD: Observe what is right, do what is just; for my salvation is about to come, my 
justice, about to be revealed. The foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, ministering to him,

loving the name of the LORD, and becoming his servants— all who keep the sabbath free from 
profanation and hold to my covenant, them I will bring to my holy mountain and make joyful in my 

house of prayer; their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be acceptable on my altar, for my house shall 
be calleda house of prayer for all peoples.

The word of the Lord.      R/. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm                                                      PS 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8
R/. O God, let all the nations praise you!

May God have pity on us and bless us; may he let his face shine upon us.
So may your way be known upon earth; among all nations, your salvation. R/.

May the nations be glad and exult because you rule the peoples in equity;
the nations on the earth you guide. R/.

May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you!
May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear him! R/.

Second Reading                                                     ROM 11:13-15, 29-32
Brothers and sisters:

I am speaking to you Gentiles.  Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I glory in my ministry in 
order to make my race jealous and thus save some of them.  For if their rejection is the reconciliation 
of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? For the gifts and the call of God 
are irrevocable. Just as you once disobeyed God but have now received mercy because of their 

disobedience, so they have now disobeyed in order that, by virtue of the mercy shown to you, they 
too may now receive mercy.  For God delivered all to disobedience, that he might have mercy upon 

all.
The word of the Lord.              R/. Thanks be to God.

Gospel                                                      MT 15:21-28
At that time, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon.  And behold, a Canaanite woman of 

that district came and called out, “Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David!  My daughter is tormented 
by a demon.”  But Jesus did not say a word in answer to her.  Jesus’ disciples came and asked 

him, “Send her away, for she keeps calling out after us.” He said in reply, “I was sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.” But the woman came and did Jesus homage, saying, “Lord, help me.”  
He said in reply, “It is not right to take the food of the children and throw it to the dogs.”  She said, 

“Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the table of their masters.”  Then 
Jesus said to her in reply, “O woman, great is your faith!  Let it be done for you as you wish.” And the 

woman’s daughter was healed from that hour.
The Gospel of the Lord.              R/. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday

4:00pm (St. Ambrose Site)
7:00pm (Holy Family Site)
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Please consider remembering our parish 
community in your will. 

Banns of Marriage 
Diana Stewart and Josh Violanti will be married 

Saturday, August 29th, at St. Ambrose.
Carolyn Kwiatkowski and Aaron Stewart will be 

married Saturday, August 29th, at Holy Family. 
Jami Cammilleri and Tyler McLaughlin will be 
married Sunday, September 6th, at Holy Family. 

Please keep these couples in prayer. 

Holy Family Tours 
Tours are Back! There will be a tour of Holy Family 

Church on Sunday, August 9th, at 12:45pm. The tour 
will be 1 1/2 hours, pre-registration is required, and 
the cost is $15 (payable at the time of registration).  

Please call the Parish Office (822-5962) by 
Thursday, August 6th to place your reservation.  

Masks are required and social distancing regulations 
will be followed. Come see what is new and exciting!

WeShare
Did you know you can financially support our 

parish right online? Just go to 
OurLadyofCharityParish.com and click the 
‘Donate Online’ button on the top right. As 

always, thank you for your financial support! 

Please Pray For Our Dead
Let us remember all those who have gone before us:

+Msgr. Kevin O’Neill. May he rest in peace.  

Newly Baptized
Congratulations to Shea Henry Brown, baptized this 
weekend. May God grant him and his family every 
grace and blessing as he begins his faith journey!

Adult Confirmation
Are you interested in being confirmed? Our parish 

will begin adult confirmation classes for adults who 
would like to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Who should take this class? Anyone who did not get 

confirmed when they were in high school. Anyone 
who wishes to be a Godparent or sponsor. Those 

planning to be married.
Prerequisites for the class: Individuals must be 

baptized and have received their First Communion 
If you or someone you know are interested, or if you 

have questions please contact the office at 
822 – 5962.

Classes will begin the first week of September.

Disciples Stay in the Know
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What’s Happening at NDA
Attention all Notre Dame Academy Alumni and Families: 
If you are a graduate of NDA or one of the several South 
Buffalo Catholic Elementary schools including; St. Martin 
of Tours, St. Thomas Aquinas, Holy Family, St. Ambrose, 
St. Teresa, St. Bonaventure, St. John the Evangelist, Trin-
ity, or St. Agatha’s we would like to hear from you. Where 
are you now? What are you doing now? We are working 
on plans to engage our alumni in future events, reunions 
and happenings at Notre Dame Academy. These events 
will give you the  opportunity to reunite with classmates 
and old friends and see all the great things going on at 
NDA. Please visit our website  www.NotreDameBuffalo.
org and our social media sites; Facebook, Twitter, Insta-
gram and YouTube and contact us directly by emailing 
GoodNews@NotreDameBuffalo.org. We look forward to 

hearing from you.
Mark your calendar....

Friday, August 28th from Noon to 6pm Notre Dame Acad-
emy will be hosting Weidner’s BBQ Chicken Dinner at 

1125 Abbott Road. NO Pre-Sale Tickets, just drive thru! 
Dinner is $11 and proceeds go to Notre Dame Academy!

Disciples Stay Active in our 
Parish Community

Community Dinners
We are pleased that our Friday night community dinners 
continue to be served during this trying time.  The need 

in our community is ever present and it is our privilege to 
serve them. Our procedures have changed and dinners 
are take out/curbside pick up only.  If you have a group 

of people who may be interested in hosting a Friday night 
dinner, here are a few things to keep in mind:

The kitchen/dining room area is set up using the 
following guidelines for the safety of our workers as well as 

our guests:
-Only 4 people should be at the HF hall on the day for 

serving
 -If there are more people that want to help you, 
perhaps they can help by preparing the meal and/or des-

sert at home and getting it to you
-Social distancing – we have 4 stations set up to prepare 

the take out meals
-Face masks – please provide your own

-Gloves – provided
-Take out containers - provided

-Carts are used to take the meals up the elevator and 
distributed

-Outside pick up is at the bottom of the ramp (Tifft St. 
side) – there is a 6’ table to be placed lengthwise to keep 

the social distance guideline

Hosting a meal:
Plan your menu – keep it simple to put in 1 take out 

container. (there is ground beef available to use in your 
dish if you choose).

Plan to be at the hall around 3 to get your stations set up 
and heat up anything you may need to.

We are not including plastic utensils or napkins with meals 
as we do not want to encourage congregating and/or gar-

bage on the grounds.
After meals are served, clean up the kitchen, hall and take 

out the trash.

If you are interested or would like some more information 
please contact the parish office at 822-5962 or Mary Anne 

at 822-1837.  Thank you!

Sponsors for the coming weeks include: 

August 21: Social Action 
August 28: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

September 4: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
September 11: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

September 18: MAK & Friends
September 25: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
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More Upon this Rock Funding!
I am pleased to inform you that the Upon This Rock 

office has deposited your July 31, 2020 disbursement of 
$13,732.56 into the designated bank account in support of 

your parish case element(s).  This makes your total 
disbursements to date $119,509.93.

Richard Suchan,Executive Director, Foundation of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo 
 Remember our case elements?

1.) Community Gardens – we continue to have our 
community gardens at our St. Ambrose site. They are 

currently yielding produce that is being shared with our 
Community Dinners, as well as parishioners that would like 

fresh produce. The gardens are funded by our Upon this 
Rock money that is given back to us. More will be done 

with the gardens in the coming year!
2.) Ministry Enhancement – we have been able to use 
the funds from Upon this Rock for several upgrades to 

materials and resources for our parish ministry. Attendance 
at ministry conferences has proven very helpful and has 

provided much in the way of helping our ministries stay up 
to date with what is happening in our church.

3.) Discipleship Training and Evangelization – Our 
Discipleship program is committed to bringing our families 

closer to Jesus by helping them realize their role as 
disciples. The resources our program provides to our 

families are only the best and help us to build the 
domestic church at home. In the coming year when there 
is much uncertainty about how to teach the faith in our 
world amidst the COVID pandemic, our Upon this Rock 
resources will certainly help to make our Discipleship 

program transitioning much easier.
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Please Pray For Our Sick
“Master, the one you love is ill.” (John 11:1-2)

Irene Andrzejewski, Irene Barrett, Louise Beamish, Teresa 
Beamish, Ann Alvira-Buchnowski, Patricia Cajak, 
Maureen Canney, Nancy Canonico, Cheryl Clontz, 

Patricia Colern, Kathleen Hillery, Vara Jones, Rita Mascia, 
Claudia Moran, Janet Murray, Karen O’Neill, Maryann 
Rigby, Sandy Riley, Jane Rozek, Helen Rusiecki, Mary 

Sands, June Stebbins, Ruth White

Daniel Barry, Michael Beyers, Leon Bolick, Owen Chase, 
Eric Crawford, Vincent Crawford, Frank Czapezyk, Larry 
Deskiewicz, Richard Dinnocenzo, Paul Fitzpatrick, Jason 
Florea, John Godwin, Eric G., Trooper Joseph Gallagher, 
Emmett Jakubowski, Rob Karr, Pat Kuhn, Robert Mascia, 
Robert Maggio, George Rodriguez, The family of Coach 

Frank Rossi, Jeremiah Smith, Jim Sweeney
If you have anyone you would like added to the 

sick list, please contact the Parish Office. 

Sanctuary Lamps
Holy Family Site (August 16 - 22)

Healing of Susann Lloyd (req. by her family)

St. Ambrose Site (August 16 - 22)
Michael J. McNaughton (req. by Jackie & Peter Nigrelli)  

Pre-Baptism Session
Before your child’s Baptism, parents must attend a 

Pre-Baptismal instruction class. The next session will 
be on Tuesday, September 1st at 6:30pm in the 
Parish Office (260 Okell St.). Please call the office 

(822-5962) to register. Parents, remember you must 
have letters of recommendation from the 

godparents before the Baptism date can be set. 6

Mass Intentions 
Sat. / Sun., Aug. 15/16 - 20th Sun. in Ord. Time
SA • 4:00pm - Fr. Sam    
        Alice Walz (Anniv. Rem., req. by her family) 
HF • 7:00pm - Fr. Bryan  
       Edward McGlynn (req. by Mary & Joe Jagodzinski)    
HF • 8:30am - Fr. Sam       
       James A. Coughlin (req. by his son, James J. Coughlin) 
SA • 10:00am - Fr. Sam
        Joseph Buscaglia (10th Anniv. Rem., req. by his wife, Pat) 
HF • 11:30am - Fr. Bryan
        Msgr. Kevin O’Neill (req. by Andi Andrzejewski)  

 Mon., Aug. 17 - St. Lawrence, Deacon 
SA • 8:00am - Joan Griffin (Anniv. Rem., req. by her family)
      

 Tues., Aug. 18 - St. Clare, Virgin 
SA • 8:00am - Michael J. McNaughton (req. by Jackie & Peter  
             Nigrelli) 
 
 

Wed., Aug. 19 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
SA • 8:00am - Michael Smith (req. by the Stebbins family)

Thurs., Aug. 20 - Weekday in Ordinary TIme
SA • 8:00am - Rose, Jack, & Bill Scahall (req. by family)

Fri., Aug. 21 - St. Maximilian Kolbe, Martyr
SA • 8:00am - Clarence Yox (req. by Frank & Mary Jo Feeley)

Sat. / Sun., Aug. 22/23 - 21st Sun. in Ord. Time
SA • 4:00pm - Fr. Bryan    
        Elizabeth Maloney (req. by Deacon Tim & Barb Maloney) 
HF • 7:00pm - Fr. Sam  
       Mike Hynes (1st Anniv. Rem., req. by his brothers & sisters)    
HF • 8:30am - Fr. Sam       
       Doug Kington (req. by the McClain Family) 
SA • 10:00am - Fr. Bryan
        MaryJo Guenther (Anniv. Rem., req. by her husband, Gary) 
HF • 11:30am - Fr. Sam
        James (Poppy) Hazel (req. by Eileen) 
 

Some Very Sad News 
On Tuesday, August 12th, our beloved 

Msgr. Kevin O’Neill went home to the Lord. 
Wake:

Monday, Aug. 17, 2:00 pm - 4:00pm & 6:00pm - 
8:00pm

James W. Cannan Funeral Home
3155 Orchard Park Rd. • Orchard Park, NY 14127

Wake:
Tuesday, Aug. 18, 2:00pm - 4:00pm & 6:00pm - 

8:00pm (Service at 7:00pm)
Immaculate Conception Church

520 Oakwood Ave. • East Aurora, NY 14052
Funeral:

Wednesday, Aug. 19, at 11:00am
Msgr. O’Neill will lie in state at Holy Family prior to 

the 11:00am Funeral Mass



A Friendly place whereA Friendly place where
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Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Home Cooked Specials
Homemade Desserts

 2301 S. Park Ave. 826-2279826-2279

Mineo’s Mineo’s SouthSouth
P I Z Z E R I AP I Z Z E R I A

2154 South Park Ave.2154 South Park Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14220Buffalo, NY 14220

823-6228823-6228

WAYSIDE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Pools & Spas
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

Kyle Zappia, Owner
716-824-3325

1437 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY 14218
 EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF

SOUTH PARK
LIQUORS

Your Neighborhood discouNt 
Liquor store

1605 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14220

(716) 822-2477

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

Announcing NighteNgale FuNeral home’s

 NEW LOCATION AT

Marty J. Nightengale - Funeral Director

250 orchard Park rd. West seNeca | 822-4371 | serviNg south BuFFalo, West seNeca & BeyoNd

 Same location as
 “Norman E. Gannon & Sons”
 1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

 823-0124
www.OCONNELL-MURPHYFUNERAL.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

Founded 1886
Focus on Healing & Strengthening 
in a family setting. So they can live 

safely, independently & 
productively within their 

home communities.

844.427.5741



 Diamonds  Watches
 Gem Stones Repairs

Family Owned & Operated For 
Over 50 Years 

1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza, Lackawanna, N.Y. 
(716) 822-1302

J E W E L E R S

APOLLOAPOLLO
FAMILY RESTAURANTFAMILY RESTAURANT

Breakfast Breakfast •• Lunch  Lunch •• Dinner Dinner
Take Out AvailableTake Out Available
Open 7 days a weekOpen 7 days a week
423 Hopkins Street

825-9087

Daniel J. Leonard
Funeral Home

New Location
Brand New Facilities

Large Chapels and Parking

Dan Leonard | 827-8487
873 Abbott Rd

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

PAUL E. VOGEL
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

WEST SENECA, NY
823-0968

BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING
FAMILY OWNED

 & OPERATED SINCE 1944

Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995 

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  
(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; 

may be required by cemetery)  

3060 Abbott Road
(Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

 Grobelny AlternAtive
 HeAltH CAre llC
 • Acupuncture
 • Chiropractic Needs
3648 Seneca Street • West Seneca, NY 14224

651-9011
Robert Grobelny, Parishioner

 O’NEILLS’ O’NEILLS’
 AUTO  AUTO 
 SERVICE SERVICE
QUALITY & HONEST REPAIRSQUALITY & HONEST REPAIRS

Tires • sales • service • repairs

New York State Inspections

1951 South Park Ave.
(716) 825-9234(716) 825-9234

Do You Need a Plumber?

 PCS
 PlumbinG 
 & HeAtinG
 PAt leAry, owner

Commercial • Residential
South Buffalo Local Business

716-822-4302
full ServiCe PlumbinG & HvAC exPertS

www.pcsplumbing.com

Over 27 Years Experience 
& Platinum Award Winner

Clare Shea
Hourihan
Licensed Real 
Estate Agent

308-1177

Pre-Plan Today:
 824-6435

• Café for Refreshments
• Spacious Viewing Chapels
• Handicap Accessible
• Modern Audio/Visual System
• Ground Level Entrance
ERIE COUNTY CREMATION SERVICE
873 Abbott Road • South Buffalo, NY 14220 

Direct Cremation: $625 (Funeral Home Charge)

CASTIGLIA
FUNERAL  HOME, INC.

South Buffalo’s Largest Full Service Funeral Home


