
The 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 29/30, 2020

‘...whoever loses his life for my sake will fi nd 
it.’ (Matthew 16:25)

 
We often think of Christianity (and actually 

Catholicism) as being a rosy story in a beautiful 
church with music and artwork that makes us 
feel all warm and fuzzy inside. It takes away all 

of our insecruties, makes us feel less guilty, and, 
ultimately, makes us feel good inside. Seems 

pretty reasonable, right? It’s giving us less pain.

However, we’re actually presented with a VERY 
diff erent picture: Dissapointment. Heartbreak. 

Betryal. Confusion... Welcome to being a 
follower of Jesus! And while we kind of feel 

“had” that the outcome is not what we had in 
mind, neither did Peter in this week’s Gospel.

   Jesus tells his disciples to “take up their 
cross and follow him.” And while South 

Buff alo is clearly not 30 A.D. Rome (and no one 
is struggling down South Park carrying part of 
a tree to be killed publicly without mercy), we 
actually have to ask ourselves: “What is my 

cross?” What is the pain that we carry?

Is it a loss of a loved one? Is it the loss of a 
job because of COVID-19? Is it the stress of 
a political climate? Is it the anxiety of trying 

to fi gure out how your kids are going back to 
school? ALL OF THESE ARE OUR CROSSES. 

Let’s pick up our crosses together and say, “I’ll 
help you carry yours and hope you help carry 

mine. We can do this if we do it together.”    

TAKE UP YOUR CROSS   
AND FOLLOW ME
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It may sound strange, but how often do we think like human beings? We may be telling ourselves, 
‘this is the only way we can think, as we are humans!’ Jesus’ statement to Peter reveals how 
much God uses us to speak, to work together and to collaborate, not because God has to, but 
because God wants to. 

Just as we were invited last week to consider, ‘who do you say that I am?’ this week we are 
reminded that with God we are to have a dynamic relationship. That means we don’t just think 
like human beings, but we discern what God would want in a situation, what would God say in 
this circumstance, how would God respond to this trial? If our relationship with God is a healthy 
one, it should be visible in how we live that relationship out with one another. Hopefully this all 
sounds familiar… Love God with our whole heart, mind, soul, being and love our neighbor as our 
self.

When we fail to develop the relationship God is calling us into, we become an obstacle at times 
just like Peter was in the Gospel this weekend. When we become obstacles we limit the potential 
for grace, love and mercy to flow through us into our world and other relationships. 

The phrase that I’m sure we’ve heard before, WWJD, what would Jesus do, is a perfect way to 
raise our awareness in every circumstance in our lives of how to make decisions with God. When 
we allow Jesus to be a part of our life, God speaks through us. What God asks of us certainly is 
not always easy, but God’s plan will ALWAYS lead to love, mercy, joy and ultimately resurrection. 

+++

This weekend we say farewell to Fr. Sam. It is hard to believe that Fr. Sam joined our Parish just 
15 months ago, but in that time we have experienced his love of Divine Mercy and his passion for 
bringing that message of mercy and healing to all. We pray that his new assignment at Kenmore 
Mercy gives him the opportunity to develop his passion even further. Let us continue to pray for 
Fr. Sam and for our parish as all of us move into the future trusting in God’s never failing love and 
mercy for us. Thank you, Fr. Sam, for your ministry at Our Lady of Charity! May God Bless you. 

Keep Smiling 
Fr. Bryan 

“You are thinking not as 
God does, but as human 
beings do.” (Mt. 16:23b)
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The 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading                                                      Jeremiah 20:7-9

You duped me, O LORD, and I let myself be duped; you were too strong for me, and you triumphed.
All the day I am an object of laughter; everyone mocks me. Whenever I speak, I must cry out,

violence and outrage is my message; the word of the LORD has brought me derision and reproach 
all the day. I say to myself, I will not mention him, I will speak in his name no more. But then it 

becomes like fire burning in my heart, imprisoned in my bones; I grow weary holding it in, I cannot 
endure it.

The word of the Lord.      R/. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm                                                      PS 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9
R/. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

O God, you are my God whom I seek; for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts
like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water. R/.

Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary to see your power and your glory,
For your kindness is a greater good than life; my lips shall glorify you. R/.

Thus will I bless you while I live; lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name. As with the riches of 
a banquet shall my soul be satisfied, and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you.  R/.

You are my help, and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy.
My soul clings fast to you; your right hand upholds me.  R/.

Second Reading                                                     Romans 12:1-2
I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship.  Do not conform yourselves to this age but be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern what is the will of God, what is good 
and pleasing and perfect.

The word of the Lord.              R/. Thanks be to God.

Gospel                                                      Matthew 16:21-27
Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly from the elders, 

the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed and on the third day be raised. Then Peter took 
Jesus aside and began to rebuke him, “God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to you.” 
He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me. You are thinking 

not as God does, but as human beings do.” Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wishes to 
come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.  For whoever wishes to save his 

life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. What profit would there be for one 
to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?  Or what can one give in exchange for his life? For the 

Son of Man will come with his angels in his Father’s glory, and then he will repay all according to his 
conduct.”

The Gospel of the Lord.              R/. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Saturday
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7:00pm (Holy Family Site)
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Please consider remembering our parish 
community in your will. 

Banns of Marriage 
Jami Cammilleri and Tyler McLaughlin will be 
married Sunday, September 6th, at Holy Family.

Anne Veith and Travis Pufpaff will be 
married Sunday, September 12th, at Holy Family. 

Please keep these couples in prayer. 

WeShare
Did you know you can financially support our 

parish right online? Just go to 
OurLadyofCharityParish.com and click the 
‘Donate Online’ button on the top right. As 

always, thank you for your financial support! 

Please Pray For Our Dead
Let us remember all those who have gone before us:

+James J. Daley. May they rest in peace.  

Save the Date! 
Parish Mission: Sept. 19 -23, 2020

Fr. Kevin MacDonald 
-More details to come shortly!- 

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Angelea Rodriguez on 

making her First Holy Communion this 
weekend at the 11:30am Mass. May God grant 

her every grace and blessing as she makes 
this step in her faith journey! 

Adult Confirmation
Are you interested in being confirmed? Our parish 

will begin adult confirmation classes for adults who 
would like to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Who should take this class? Anyone who did not get 

confirmed when they were in high school. Anyone 
who wishes to be a Godparent or sponsor. Those 

planning to be married.
Prerequisites for the class: Individuals must be 

baptized and have received their First Communion 
If you or someone you know are interested, or if you 

have questions please contact the office at 
822 – 5962.

Classes will begin the first week of September.

Disciples Stay in the Know

4
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What’s Happening at NDA
Attention all Notre Dame Academy Alumni and 

Families: If you are a graduate of NDA or one of the 
several South Buffalo Catholic Elementary schools 
including; St. Martin of Tours, St. Thomas Aquinas, 
Holy Family, St. Ambrose, St. Teresa, St. Bonaven-
ture, St. John the Evangelist, Trinity, or St. Agatha’s 

we would like to hear from you. Where are you 
now? What are you doing now? We are 

working on plans to engage our alumni in future 
events, reunions and happenings at Notre Dame 

Academy. These events will give you the  
opportunity to reunite with classmates and old 
friends and see all the great things going on at 

NDA. Please visit our website  
www.NotreDameBuffalo.org and our social media 
sites; Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 
and contact us directly by emailing GoodNews@

NotreDameBuffalo.org. We look forward to hearing 
from you.
YouTube

Looking for something great to watch on YouTube? 
Check out NDA’s channel, found at NDA-Buffalo NY. 

Here you will find videos showing all the wonder-
ful things that happen at Notre Academy. There are 

also 
reflections from Fr. Bryan and other priests in the 

Buffalo area. If you’re looking for something whole-
some to watch, check it out!

Godspeed! 
Fr. Sam’s last weekend with us is THIS 

WEEKEND (August 29th and 30th). Fr. Sam will 
greet people after all Masses as we wish him 
well in his new assignment. Please take some 

time to wish Fr. Sam well! 

Disciples Stay Active in our 
Parish Community

Community Dinners
We are pleased that our Friday night community dinners 
continue to be served during this trying time.  The need 

in our community is ever present and it is our privilege to 
serve them. Our procedures have changed and dinners 
are take out/curbside pick up only.  If you have a group 

of people who may be interested in hosting a Friday night 
dinner, here are a few things to keep in mind:

The kitchen/dining room area is set up using the 
following guidelines for the safety of our workers as well as 

our guests:
-Only 4 people should be at the HF hall on the day for 

serving
 -If there are more people that want to help you, 
perhaps they can help by preparing the meal and/or des-

sert at home and getting it to you
-Social distancing – we have 4 stations set up to prepare 

the take out meals
-Face masks – please provide your own

-Gloves – provided
-Take out containers - provided

-Carts are used to take the meals up the elevator and 
distributed

-Outside pick up is at the bottom of the ramp (Tifft St. 
side) – there is a 6’ table to be placed lengthwise to keep 

the social distance guideline

Hosting a meal:
Plan your menu – keep it simple to put in 1 take out 

container. (there is ground beef available to use in your 
dish if you choose).

Plan to be at the hall around 3 to get your stations set up 
and heat up anything you may need to.

We are not including plastic utensils or napkins with meals 
as we do not want to encourage congregating and/or gar-

bage on the grounds.
After meals are served, clean up the kitchen, hall and take 

out the trash.

If you are interested or would like some more information 
please contact the parish office at 822-5962 or Mary Anne 

at 822-1837.  Thank you!

Sponsors for the coming weeks include: 

September 4: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
September 11: Liturgy Committee

September 18: MAK & Friends
September 25: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

October 2: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
October 9: Saint Vincent de Paul 5

Important Mass Intention Information! 
1.) Phone requests will not be scheduled until the stipend 
for Masses is received.  Masses can be requested at the 

Parish Office in person during business hours, or by a mail 
in request along with the stipend for each Mass requested. 

No Masses will be scheduled without the stipend being 
received.

2.) Each parish family is able to have a total of four (4) 
Masses scheduled per calendar year on a Saturday or 

Sunday for their loved ones. Of those, only ONE (1) on a 
Holy Day will be allowed. Weekday Masses can be 

requested at anytime and there is no limit to intentions for 
daily Masses. 

3.) Masses will be scheduled on a first come, first served 
basis.  

4.) The 2021 Mass Book will not open until September 1, 
2020. Please note, no early requests will be taken. 

Mass Intentions
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Please Pray For Our Sick
“Master, the one you love is ill.” (John 11:1-2)

Irene Andrzejewski, Irene Barrett, Louise Beamish, Teresa 
Beamish, Ann Alvira-Buchnowski, Patricia Cajak, 
Maureen Canney, Nancy Canonico, Cheryl Clontz, 

Patricia Colern, Kathleen Hillery, Vara Jones, Rita Mascia, 
Claudia Moran, Janet Murray, Karen O’Neill, Maryann 
Rigby, Sandy Riley, Jane Rozek, Helen Rusiecki, Mary 

Sands, June Stebbins, Ruth White

Daniel Barry, Michael Beyers, Leon Bolick, Owen Chase, 
Eric Crawford, Vincent Crawford, Frank Czapezyk, Larry 
Deskiewicz, Richard Dinnocenzo, Paul Fitzpatrick, Jason 
Florea, John Godwin, Eric G., Trooper Joseph Gallagher, 
Emmett Jakubowski, Rob Karr, Pat Kuhn, Robert Mascia, 
Robert Maggio, George Rodriguez, The family of Coach 

Frank Rossi, Jeremiah Smith, Jim Sweeney
If you have anyone you would like added to the 

sick list, please contact the Parish Office. 

Sanctuary Lamps
Holy Family Site (August 30 -  September 5)

Barbara Summers (req. by Jean Hoefer)  

Pre-Baptism Session
Before your child’s Baptism, parents must attend a 

Pre-Baptismal instruction class. The next session will 
be on Tuesday, September 1st at 6:30pm in the 
Parish Office (260 Okell St.). Please call the office 

(822-5962) to register. Parents, remember you must 
have letters of recommendation from the 

godparents before the Baptism date can be set. 6

Mass Intentions 
Sat. / Sun., Aug. 29/30 - 22nd Sun. in Ord. Time
SA • 4:00pm - Fr. Sam    
        Marie Reichmuth (7th Anniv. Rem., req. by her family) 
HF • 7:00pm - Fr. Bryan  
       Barbara Summers (req. by Jean Hoefer)    
HF • 8:30am - Fr. Sam       
       Mary Catherine Robins (req. by Uncle Thomas & Aunt 
    Barbara Herr) 
SA • 10:00am - Fr. Sam
        Suzanne Melligan (55th Wedding Anniv., req. by her husband) 
HF • 11:30am - Fr. Bryan
        Living & Deceased Members of the Aloysius &     
        Julia Browne Family (req. by Julia Shea) 

 Mon., Aug. 31 - Weekday in Ordinary Time 
SA • 8:00am - John Houlihan (req. by his wife and son)
      

 Tues., Sep. 1 - Weekday in Ordinary Time 
SA • 8:00am - Joseph Hynes (Anniv. Rem., req. by “the Kids)
SA • 8:00am - Joseph Golda (req. by his wife, Geri)  
 
 

Wed., Sep. 2 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
SA • 8:00am - Chloe Ann (21st Birthday wishes, req. by her mama)
SA • 8:00am - Paul Redfern (Birth. Rem., req. by his family)

Thurs., Sep. 3 - St. Gregory the Great, Pope
SA • 8:00am - Reid & MaryJane Anderson (req. by family)

Fri., Sep. 4 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
SA • 8:00am - Elaine Ross (req. by Pat Mathieu & Linda Pasinski)

Sat. / Sun., Sep. 5/6 - 23nd Sun. in Ord. Time
SA • 4:00pm     
        Peg Thexton & Jimbo Parkinson (req. by their family) 
HF • 7:00pm  
       Don Geary Sr. (Birth. Rem., req. by his family)    
HF • 8:30am        
       Spiritual & Tempural Wellness of James Gormley  
        (req. by Sr. Mary Gormley)  
SA • 10:00am 
        Carmella & Mike Marion (req. by Maureen Canney) 
HF • 11:30am 
         Anne Lynch (req. by Bob Lynch) 

From Fr. Sam... 
It is with joy and sadness that I share that I will be 

beginning a new priestly assignment as of September 1st 
as a full-time chaplain at Kenmore Mercy Hospital.

 I’m excited to start this new ministry focusing on the sick. 
I feel I was made for it, especially because I love preaching 
about God’s healing and mercy. I have also always felt so 
privileged to assist the sick and dying in not fearing God 

but to trust in His mercy for them who never tires of 
forgiving. I’m also sad because I have to leave you. You 
have treated me so well and given me so much encour-

agement. I am convinced it was by God’s great mercy that 
I was placed with you and with such a great pastor as Fr. 

Bryan and deacons as Dcn. Tim and Dcn. Steve.
 Please know how much I appreciate the welcome and 
kindness you have shown me this past year. I know God 
will reward you.I look forward to praying with you in my 
final couple weeks at Our Lady of Charity. Please know 

that my prayers are with you. I kindly ask that you continue 
to support me with yours. -Fr. Sam
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WAYSIDE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Pools & Spas
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

Kyle Zappia, Owner
716-824-3325

1437 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY 14218
 EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF

SOUTH PARK
LIQUORS

Your Neighborhood discouNt 
Liquor store

1605 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14220

(716) 822-2477

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

 Same location as
 “Norman E. Gannon & Sons”
 1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

 823-0124
www.OCONNELL-MURPHYFUNERAL.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

Founded 1886
Focus on Healing & Strengthening 
in a family setting. So they can live 

safely, independently & 
productively within their 

home communities.

844.427.5741
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Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995 

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  
(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; 

may be required by cemetery)  

3060 Abbott Road
(Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

 Grobelny AlternAtive
 HeAltH CAre llC

 • Acupuncture
 • Chiropractic Needs
3648 Seneca Street • West Seneca, NY 14224

651-9011
Robert Grobelny, Parishioner
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Pre-Plan Today:
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• Spacious Viewing Chapels
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• Modern Audio/Visual System
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ERIE COUNTY CREMATION SERVICE
873 Abbott Road • South Buffalo, NY 14220 

Direct Cremation: $625 (Funeral Home Charge)
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