
The 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 12/13, 2020

‘Forgive your neighbor’s injustice.’ 
(Sirach 27:30)

 
Something we can all agree on that we have in 
common is that throughout the course of all of 

our lives, we’ve all been hurt by another person. 
We’ve been lied to, betrayed, bullied, gossiped 
about, cheated, and downright wronged. It’s fair 
to say that as human beings, sometimes we’re 

not the nicest people to each other. 

However, that’s where it gets interesting. After 
we experience treatment like that, do we 

forgive the other person? And even more so, do 
we forgive honestly and sincerely with our whole 
heart? And as impossible as it may seem, that is 

what Jesus is telling us to do this weekend. 

When it comes to our own personal bad stuff , 
we turn to Jesus to forgive our sins. We 

confess that we messed up, made mistakes, 
and aren’t perfect. After all, we’re human. But 
with great mercy, compassion, and love, we’re 

forgiven. So why can’t we do that with our 
fellow neighbor? It often seems that we’d 

rather let it fester, grow, and divide us even 
more. It often seems that it’s more gratifying 
to harbor resentment than say, “Let’s fi x this, 

learn from this, and grow from it.”  

As we enter the fi nal weeks of the summer 
season, let’s ponder on some of the 

resentments we may be carrying in our heart. 
Let’s fi nd ways to forgive. Let’s put down our 

stones and take a look at our own glass house.  

FORGIVE    
FROM YOUR HEART
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All of us have moments that we need to refocus. I don’t know about you, but I really could use some refo-
cusing lately. When things are chaotic, we can lose our sense of purpose and mission. We become bogged 
down by so many things, negativity, work, stress, circumstances that are really beyond our control, whatever 
it might be so much pulls us away from what our purpose and drive as a disciple is called to be. When this 
happens, we need a ‘reset’ button on our lives to stop the drama, refocus our attention and give us a sense 
of purpose. 

Our parish mission that is coming up is the perfect opportunity for us to get the focus and attention back 
that we may have lost. Taking time for ourselves to participate in this mission is an opportunity for all of us 
to refocus and recommit to the important things in our lives. We need to take time as disciples to step away 
from the chaos and make a concerted effort at doing something that will lead us into the deeper mystery of 
God’s love for us. 

I encourage everyone to try to attend our Parish mission that is coming up. Fr. Kevin Mac Donald will be with 
us next weekend preparing us at our liturgies for the mission talks that will take place next Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday. There will be an opportunity for Reconciliation on Tuesday evening. There will be 
other priests available to help with confessions and we will be socially distant. Take advantage of the 
opportunities our parish mission will provide, and give yourself a chance to reset, refocus and recalibrate 
your life. 

+++

Special prayers to all of our families who are adjusting to new ‘normals’ when it comes to going back to 
school. Please know that our parish has been praying daily for all families, students, teachers, staff and 
administration. I do want to highlight our own Notre Dame Academy. The first day of school on Tuesday was 
awesome and it was great to see our children back at school. All of the new safety procedures and protocols 
helped to ensure our kids well-being, and every classroom had a special blessing to begin the new year. I am 
so proud of NDA, and hope we realize what a gift our Regional Catholic School is to our parish and 
community.  The faculty, staff and administration have done an awesome job preparing, thank you! 

+++

This past week our discipleship families should have received a letter explaining our registration event on 
Sunday, September 27. If you did not receive a letter and believe that you should have, letters are available 
at the entrances of both worship sites and you can find the discipleship letter on our website. Our 
registration event will be taking place at our Holy Family Site, that is a change from the initial letter. There will 
several reminders of this change to keep everyone informed. 

+++

This weekend we hear of the importance of showing mercy and forgiveness. This seems like a tall order, but 
is meant to be a reminder of how God will model his own love and mercy towards us, the way we show it 
towards one another. Both servants in the Gospel dropped to their knees begging for patience and mercy. 
The one who received the generous love and mercy of the master, did not allow that to transform his life, but 
only let it help him get ahead. A true understanding of mercy calls for conversion of one’s life, it changes the 
way I will interact with others going forward. All of us have been graced with the mercy of God, but are we 
allowing it to transform our lives or do we only allow that mercy to help us ‘feel better’ about ourselves? 
Something for us to think about.

Keep Smiling 
Fr. Bryan 

We Need a Mission!
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The 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading                                                      SIR 27:30—28:7

Wrath and anger are hateful things, yet the sinner hugs them tight. The vengeful will suffer the 
LORD’s vengeance, for he remembers their sins in detail. Forgive your neighbor’s injustice; then 
when you pray, your own sins will be forgiven. Could anyone nourish anger against another and 
expect healing from the LORD? Could anyone refuse mercy to another like himself, can he seek 

pardon for his own sins? If one who is but flesh cherishes wrath, who will forgive his sins? 
Remember your last days, set enmity aside; remember death and decay, and cease from sin! Think 
of the commandments, hate not your neighbor; remember the Most High’s covenant, and overlook 

faults.
The word of the Lord.      R/. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm                                                      PS 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12
R/. The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich in compassion.

Bless the LORD, O my soul; and all my being, bless his holy name.
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits. R/.

He pardons all your iniquities, heals all your ills.
He redeems your life from destruction, crowns you with kindness and compassion. R/.

He will not always chide, nor does he keep his wrath forever.
Not according to our sins does he deal with us, nor does he requite us according to our crimes.  R/.

Second Reading                                                     ROM 14:7-9
Brothers and sisters: None of us lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself. For if we live, we live 
for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.
For this is why Christ died and came to life, that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

The word of the Lord.              R/. Thanks be to God.

Gospel                                                      JN 13:34
Peter approached Jesus and asked him, “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must I for-
give? As many as seven times?”  Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven 
times. That is why the kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who decided to settle accounts 
with his servants.  When he began the accounting, a debtor was brought before him who owed him 
a huge amount.  Since he had no way of paying it back, his master ordered him to be sold, along 

with his wife, his children, and all his property, in payment of the debt. At that, the servant fell down, 
did him homage, and said, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.’ Moved with 

compassion the master of that servant let him go and forgave him the loan. When that servant had 
left, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a much smaller amount. He seized him and 
started to choke him, demanding, Pay back what you owe.’ Falling to his knees, his fellow servant 

begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ But he refused.  Instead, he had the 
fellow servant put in prison until he paid back the debt. Now when his fellow servants saw what had 

happened,they were deeply disturbed, and went to their master and reported the whole affair. His 
master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant!  I forgave you your entire debt because 
you begged me to. Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant, as I had pity on you?’ Then 
in anger his master handed him over to the torturers until he should pay back the whole debt. So will 

my heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you forgives your brother from your heart.”
The Gospel of the Lord.              R/. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.



Congratulations!
Congratulations to Jett Bogner on 

making his First Holy Communion this 
weekend. May God grant him every grace 

and blessing as he makes this step in his faith 
journey! 
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Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday

4:00pm (St. Ambrose Site)
7:00pm (Holy Family Site)

Sunday
8:30am (Holy Family Site)

10:00am (St. Ambrose Site)
11:30am (Holy Family Site)

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am - 4:30pm

(Office will be closed 12:00pm - 12:30pm for lunch)
Friday, 8:30am - Noon

(716) 822-5962

Please consider remembering our parish 
community in your will. 

Newly Baptized 
Congratulations to Adrienne Joan Vater on being 

baptized into our parish community this weekend! 

Please Pray For Our Dead
Let us remember all those who have gone before us:

+Eugene F. Buccella, +James Trujillo
May they rest in peace.  

Parish Mission 
Sept. 21 - 23, 7:00pm each night

St. Ambrose Site - reservations required
Jesus said “Come…..follow me”

Don’t be left behind!  Join us for one or more 
evenings of talks on Symbols of the church and their 

meaning to us
Mission Topics Overview:

Mon:    Symbol: BIBLE, representing God’s 
communication to all people. Topic: SALVATION; 

God’s dream for our happiness…and our response. 
Goal:  to deepen our acceptance of God’s 

tremendous love for us

Tues:   Symbol: EASTER CANDLE, representing the 
risen Jesus, who conquers sin/death. Topic:  SIN, 
RECONCILIATION AND HEALING; living the life of 
conversion. Goal:  To be freed of the burden of our 

sinfulness and of past grudges and pains

Wed:   Symbol: ALTAR, representing Jesus pouring 
Himself out for us. Topic: YOUR MISSION; our 

baptismal vocation and share in the work of Jesus 
Christ and the Church (parish). Goal:  To become 

more aware of how we need to go forth and proclaim 
the Good News

Adult Confirmation
Are you interested in being confirmed? Our parish 

will begin adult confirmation classes for adults who 
would like to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Who should take this class? Anyone who did not get 

confirmed when they were in high school. Anyone 
who wishes to be a Godparent or sponsor. Those 

planning to be married.
Prerequisites for the class: Individuals must be 

baptized and have received their First Communion 
If you or someone you know are interested, or if you 

have questions please contact the office at 
822 – 5962.

Classes start soon!

Disciples Stay in the Know
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What’s Happening at NDA
Attention all Notre Dame Academy Alumni and 

Families: If you are a graduate of NDA or one of the 
several South Buffalo Catholic Elementary schools 
including; St. Martin of Tours, St. Thomas Aquinas, 

Holy Family, St. Ambrose, St. Teresa, St. 
Bonaventure, St. John the Evangelist, Trinity, or St. 
Agatha’s we would like to hear from you. Where are 

you now? What are you doing now? We are 
working on plans to engage our alumni in future 
events, reunions and happenings at Notre Dame 

Academy. These events will give you the  
opportunity to reunite with classmates and old 
friends and see all the great things going on at 

NDA. Please visit our website  
www.NotreDameBuffalo.org and our social media 
sites; Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube 
and contact us directly by emailing GoodNews@

NotreDameBuffalo.org. We look forward to hearing 
from you.
YouTube

Looking for something great to watch on YouTube? 
Check out NDA’s channel, found at NDA-Buffalo NY. 

Here you will find videos showing all the 
wonderful things that happen at Notre Academy. 

There are also reflections from Fr. Bryan and other 
priests in the Buffalo area. If you’re looking for 
something wholesome to watch, check it out!

 

Discipleship
You should have received this year’s 

Discipleship registration form. Also, you may 
pick up all the information you’ll need on 

Sunday, September 27th, 3:00pm - 5:00pm in 
the back of St. Ambrose. A Sign Up Genius 

link will be available so we can stagger.  

Disciples Stay Active in our 
Parish Community

Community Dinners
We are pleased that our Friday night community dinners 
continue to be served during this trying time.  The need 

in our community is ever present and it is our privilege to 
serve them. Our procedures have changed and dinners 
are take out/curbside pick up only.  If you have a group 

of people who may be interested in hosting a Friday night 
dinner, here are a few things to keep in mind:

The kitchen/dining room area is set up using the 
following guidelines for the safety of our workers as well as 

our guests:
-Only 4 people should be at the HF hall on the day for 

serving
 -If there are more people that want to help you, 
perhaps they can help by preparing the meal and/or des-

sert at home and getting it to you
-Social distancing – we have 4 stations set up to prepare 

the take out meals
-Face masks – please provide your own

-Gloves – provided
-Take out containers - provided

-Carts are used to take the meals up the elevator and 
distributed

-Outside pick up is at the bottom of the ramp (Tifft St. 
side) – there is a 6’ table to be placed lengthwise to keep 

the social distance guideline

Hosting a meal:
Plan your menu – keep it simple to put in 1 take out 

container. (there is ground beef available to use in your 
dish if you choose).

Plan to be at the hall around 3 to get your stations set up 
and heat up anything you may need to.

We are not including plastic utensils or napkins with meals 
as we do not want to encourage congregating and/or gar-

bage on the grounds.
After meals are served, clean up the kitchen, hall and take 

out the trash.

If you are interested or would like some more information 
please contact the parish office at 822-5962 or Mary Anne 

at 822-1837.  Thank you!

Sponsors for the coming weeks include: 

September 18: MAK & Friends
September 25: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

October 2: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
October 9: Saint Vincent de Paul
October 16: Liturgy Committee

October 23: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 5

The 2021 Mass Book is Now OPEN!
1.) Phone requests will not be scheduled until the stipend 
for Masses is received.  Masses can be requested at the 

Parish Office in person during business hours, or by a mail 
in request along with the stipend for each Mass requested. 

No Masses will be scheduled without the stipend being 
received.

2.) Each parish family is able to have a total of four (4) 
Masses scheduled per calendar year on a Saturday or 

Sunday for their loved ones. Of those, only ONE (1) on a 
Holy Day will be allowed. Weekday Masses can be 

requested at anytime and there is no limit to intentions for 
daily Masses. 

3.) Masses will be scheduled on a first come, first served 
basis.  

Mass Intentions
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Please Pray For Our Sick
“Master, the one you love is ill.” (John 11:1-2)

Irene Andrzejewski, Irene Barrett, Louise Beamish, Teresa 
Beamish, Ann Alvira-Buchnowski, Patricia Cajak, 
Maureen Canney, Nancy Canonico, Cheryl Clontz, 

Patricia Colern, Kathleen Hillery, Vara Jones, Rita Mascia, 
Claudia Moran, Janet Murray, Karen O’Neill, Maryann 
Rigby, Sandy Riley, Jane Rozek, Helen Rusiecki, Mary 

Sands, June Stebbins, Ruth White

Daniel Barry, Michael Beyers, Leon Bolick, Owen Chase, 
Eric Crawford, Vincent Crawford, Frank Czapezyk, Larry 
Deskiewicz, Richard Dinnocenzo, Paul Fitzpatrick, Jason 
Florea, John Godwin, Eric G., Trooper Joseph Gallagher, 
Emmett Jakubowski, Rob Karr, Pat Kuhn, Robert Mascia, 
Robert Maggio, George Rodriguez, The family of Coach 

Frank Rossi, Jeremiah Smith, Jim Sweeney
If you have anyone you would like added to the 

sick list, please contact the Parish Office. 

Pre-Baptism Session
Before your child’s Baptism, parents must attend a 

Pre-Baptismal instruction class. The next session will 
be on Tuesday, October 6th at 6:30pm in the 

Parish Office (260 Okell St.). Please call the office 
(822-5962) to register. Parents, remember you must 

have letters of recommendation from the 
godparents before the Baptism date can be set. 

Help Is Needed
Darlene Sery, Coordinator for the Bishop Kmiec 

Food Pantry, has expressed her deepest 
appreciation to the parishioners and friends of Our 
Lady of Charity Parish.  She has been overwhelmed 
by the continuous support of the Parish during this 
Covid-19 crisis.  A special request has been made 

at this time.  School Supplies are in demand.  If you 
are able, please drop off any donations to the Food 

Pantry during regular hours on Mondays and 
Thursdays or place donations in the Shopping Carts 

at each worship site.  Suggested items include: 
Pencil boxes, Crayons, Colored pencils, Washable 

markers, No. 2 Pencils, Pencil grips, Pencil 
sharpeners, Glue sticks, Erasers, Blunt-tipped 

scissors, Plastic folders, Wide-ruled notebook or 
pad, Tissues, Backpack, Assorted construction 

paper, Lunchbox or bag.
Thank you so much in advance!
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Mass Intentions 
Sat. / Sun., Sep. 12/13 - 24th Sun. in Ord. Time

SA • 4:00pm     
        Stanley Mann (11th Anniv. Rem., req. by his family) 
HF • 7:00pm  
       Margaret Lafferty (req. by Jack & the kids)    
HF • 8:30am        
      Jane Kunz (Birth. Rem., req. by the Kunz family)  
SA • 10:00am 
        William & Bernice Nash (Wed. Anniv. req. by family) 
HF • 11:30am 
         Living & Deceased Members of the Andrzejewski  
         Family (req. by Andi Andrzeweski) 

 Mon., Sep. 14 - Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
SA • 8:00am - Frank Szczepankiewicz (Birth Rem.,req. by his  
                    children)
      

 Tues., Sep. 15 - Our Lady of Sorrows 
SA • 8:00am - Ed McGlynn (req. by his wife, Helen)
   
 

Wed., Sep. 16 - SS. Cornelius & Cyprian
SA • 8:00am - Linda Kurcz (req. by Roza Kurcz)

Thurs., Sep. 17 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
SA • 8:00am - Peg Hempling (req. by her children)

Fri., Sep. 18 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
SA • 8:00am - Sharon O’Donnell (req. by Morning Mass group)

Sat. / Sun., Sep. 19/20 - 25th Sun. in Ord. Time
SA • 4:00pm     
        Terry Juda-Inglut (Wedding Anniv., req. by her husband, Jerry) 
HF • 7:00pm  
       Patricia Standish (req. by the McClain Family)    
HF • 8:30am        
      James Brown (req. by Linda Wrobel)  
SA • 10:00am 
        Frank & Betty Cwick (req. by Francis Cwick) 
HF • 11:30am 
         Richard Pyszczek (req. by Lou Torres) 

20for20 Update 
Time is running out for you to fulfill your pledge. 
Everyone who makes it to $240 by the end of 

the year will have their name added to a plaque. 
Thank you so much for your generosity. 



A Friendly place whereA Friendly place where
friendly people meet!friendly people meet!

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Home Cooked Specials
Homemade Desserts

 2301 S. Park Ave. 826-2279826-2279

Mineo’s Mineo’s SouthSouth
P I Z Z E R I AP I Z Z E R I A

2154 South Park Ave.2154 South Park Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14220Buffalo, NY 14220

823-6228823-6228

WAYSIDE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Pools & Spas
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

Kyle Zappia, Owner
716-824-3325

1437 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY 14218
 EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF

SOUTH PARK
LIQUORS

Your Neighborhood discouNt 
Liquor store

1605 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14220

(716) 822-2477

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

 Same location as
 “Norman E. Gannon & Sons”
 1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

 823-0124
www.OCONNELL-MURPHYFUNERAL.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

Founded 1886
Focus on Healing & Strengthening 
in a family setting. So they can live 

safely, independently & 
productively within their 

home communities.

844.427.5741



 Diamonds  Watches
 Gem Stones Repairs

Family Owned & Operated For 
Over 50 Years 

1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza, Lackawanna, N.Y. 

(716) 822-1302

J E W E L E R S

APOLLOAPOLLO
FAMILY RESTAURANTFAMILY RESTAURANT

Breakfast Breakfast •• Lunch  Lunch •• Dinner Dinner
Take Out AvailableTake Out Available
Open 7 days a weekOpen 7 days a week
423 Hopkins Street

825-9087

Daniel J. Leonard
Funeral Home

New Location
Brand New Facilities

Large Chapels and Parking

Dan Leonard | 827-8487
873 Abbott Rd

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

PAUL E. VOGEL
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

WEST SENECA, NY
823-0968

BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING
FAMILY OWNED

 & OPERATED SINCE 1944

Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995 

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  
(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; 

may be required by cemetery)  

3060 Abbott Road
(Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

 Grobelny AlternAtive
 HeAltH CAre llC

 • Acupuncture
 • Chiropractic Needs
3648 Seneca Street • West Seneca, NY 14224

651-9011
Robert Grobelny, Parishioner

 O’NEILLS’ O’NEILLS’
 AUTO  AUTO 
 SERVICE SERVICE
QUALITY & HONEST REPAIRSQUALITY & HONEST REPAIRS

Tires • sales • service • repairs

New York State Inspections

1951 South Park Ave.
(716) 825-9234(716) 825-9234

Do You Need a Plumber?

 PCS
 PlumbinG 
 & HeAtinG
 PAt leAry, owner

Commercial • Residential
South Buffalo Local Business

716-822-4302
full ServiCe PlumbinG & HvAC exPertS

www.pcsplumbing.com

Over 27 Years Experience 
& Platinum Award Winner

Clare Shea
Hourihan
Licensed Real 
Estate Agent

308-1177

Pre-Plan Today:
 824-6435

• Café for Refreshments
• Spacious Viewing Chapels
• Handicap Accessible
• Modern Audio/Visual System
• Ground Level Entrance
ERIE COUNTY CREMATION SERVICE
873 Abbott Road • South Buffalo, NY 14220 

Direct Cremation: $625 (Funeral Home Charge)

CASTIGLIA
FUNERAL  HOME, INC.

South Buffalo’s Largest Full Service Funeral Home


