
The 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 3/4, 2020

‘...the God of peace will be with you.’ 
(Phillipians 4:9)

 
When it comes to the concept of something 

being ‘broken,’ it’s pretty easy to visualize. We 
can break a plate, break our vehicle, break a 
window, etc. It’s that notion that something is 

obviously wrong, and the entity is not 
functioning as it should. It needs to be repaired.

However, what about when we look at ‘broken’ 
as being more fi gurative than literal. We can say 

we have a ‘broken heart’ or a ‘broken home.’ 
We can say that our political system is broken 
or even that we live in a broken world. None of 
these have a big visual crack in them. We just 

know that something isn’t right. 

So, how about having a broken Church? St. 
Francis of Assisi (Feast Day this Sunday) is 

famous for hearing from God, “Francis, rebuild 
my church!” And in all honestly, St. Francis 
really took God quite literally at fi rst, as he 

began repairing broken stone work at a church 
building near his town. However, Francis 

quickly realized that’s not what God meant. It 
was actually much, much bigger than that.  

Can’t we all take a lesson from St. Francis’s 
playbook? One needs to only look back to the 

past few years to remember that a Diocese 
and a Church can, in fact, be broken. So let’s 
band together to rebuild, repair, and renew. 
Let’s remember that with God on our side, 

everything is fi xable... St. Francis, pray for us.          

REBUILD   
MY CHUCH

Our Lady of Charity Parish
260 Okell • 1901 South Park

Buffalo, NY 14220
(716) 822-5962 • OurLadyOfCharityParish.com
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Two weeks ago a parishioner as they were leaving Mass asked me, “Father, how is the parish really doing?” I 
thought that I would take some time and try and answer that question, especially in light of COVID. I will do my 
best to explain where we are at as a parish. 

First it is with great pleasure that we welcome Fr. Martin Gallagher to our parish as the Parochial Vicar. Fr. Martin 
will be a huge help to the parish and to me. Fr. Martin will be picking up some of what Fr. Sam used to do, as well 
as other things. We look forward to Fr. Martin’s time and ministry with us!  
Spiritually: 
The Sacraments are being ministered and people are feeling more comfortable coming to mass. This is good. 
Our First Communions for the year are now completed and we welcomed 15 young people to receive Jesus at 
the altar. Baptisms are slowly starting to pick up again as well. Confirmation will be celebrated in our parish for 
18 young adults and 2 adults on October 20. Unfortunately, with COVID requirements only families of Confirmandi 
will be invited as we need to make sure all are spaced properly. I do invite the parish to pray for our young people 
as they prepare to receive the final sacrament of initiation.  

The month of October has several weddings at our parish and we celebrate with all of our couples who are cel-
ebrating the Sacrament of Matrimony. Originally in 2020 there were supposed to be 15 weddings. With reschedul-
ing due to COVID our parish in the 2020 calendar year will celebrate 12 weddings. 

Weekend mass attendance is slowly starting to rebound, and I think with all of the precautions that we take as a 
parish people are realizing all of the efforts we are doing to keep them safe. We are still offering mass via Face-
book live for those who do not feel comfortable joining us yet, and we do bring communion to those in cars who 
are viewing mass on FB live at the 10. 

Financially:
A fuller report will be coming but here are some highlights. 
During the COVID shutdown, our parish really stepped up making sure to support our good works. Our collec-
tions during the shutdown were the same as when we were actually in church, with some weekends the collection 
actually being higher. This was awesome! Since our return to coming to mass collections have actually dropped… 
this is not awesome! Last weekend’s collection was only $6,200 and it is important for people to know that for our 
parish to pay its expenses we need roughly $12,000 a weekend. Our fiscal year ended August 31 and our year end 
report is being prepared now and will be shared with you upon completion for a full financial picture. 

Parish Projects:
Our parish continues to move forward with projects and ministry:
Discipleship – our new year has begun and we are excited about this years format, we will be focusing on the 
Domestic Church; Being Disciples at Home focusing on the Seven Principles of Catholic Social Teaching. All are 
welcome to participate and join in. We will be having a cleanup South Park day on Saturday, October 10 from 10 – 
12pm, meeting at Holy Family. Please take advantage of learning and practicing these important principles of our 
faith. 

Committees are slowly starting to meet as they deem necessary, they must have a plan to meet distanced and 
cleaning meeting rooms is a requirement now.  

Our next phase of the Holy Family restoration will begin soon and we continue to thank the generous donors that 
help this project to move forward. If you would like to help, simply drop your donation in the collection marked HF 
Restoration. 

One change that is being made is with our Mass schedule. October 10 will be the last Saturday Evening 7:00pm 
mass that will be offered. Our church buildings can accommodate more attendance at other masses, and this was 
established after we were allowed to come back from COVID to lighten the 4 pm mass crowd. This is helping us 
look to the future as there are many opportunities in our South Buffalo community for other Mass times. 

I hope you feel as proud of our parish as I do! So much good continues to happen and the fruit of our mission 
with Fr. Kevin is becoming more visible. Thanks to all of you for making Our Lady of Charity a great parish!! 

Keep Smiling 
Fr. Bryan 

PS – Special thanks to all who helped make our Virtual Meat Raffle and Drive Thru chicken bbq a success! Thanks 
to Jennifer Kline and Jaye Hasan for their great fundraising efforts!! 

How Are We Doing? 
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The 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading                                                      EZ 18:25-28

Let me now sing of my friend, my friend’s song concerning his vineyard. My friend had a vineyard on a fertile hill-
side; he spaded it, cleared it of stones, and planted the choicest vines; within it he built a watchtower, and hewed 
out a wine press. Then he looked for the crop of grapes, but what it yielded was wild grapes. Now, inhabitants of 
Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard: What more was there to do for my vineyard 
that I had not done? Why, when I looked for the crop of grapes, did it bring forth wild grapes? Now, I will let you 
know what I mean to do with my vineyard: take away its hedge, give it to grazing, break through its wall, let it be 

trampled! Yes, I will make it a ruin: it shall not be pruned or hoed, but overgrown with thorns and briers; I will com-
mand the clouds not to send rain upon it. The vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people 

of Judah are his cherished plant; he looked for judgment, but see, bloodshed! for justice, but hark, the outcry!
The word of the Lord.      R/. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm                                                      PS 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9
R/. The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel.

A vine from Egypt you transplanted; you drove away the nations and planted it. 
It put forth its foliage to the Sea, its shoots as far as the River. R/.

Why have you broken down its walls, so that every passer-by plucks its fruit, The boar from the 
forest lays it waste, and the beasts of the field feed upon it? R/.

Once again, O LORD of hosts, look down from heaven, and see; take care of this vine,
and protect what your right hand has planted the son of man whom you yourself made strong. R/.

Then we will no more withdraw from you; give us new life, and we will call upon your name.
O LORD, God of hosts, restore us; if your face shine upon us, then we shall be saved. R/.

Second Reading                                                     PHIL 2:1-11
Brothers and sisters: Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your 
requests known to God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all  understanding will guard your hearts and minds 
in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, 

think about these things. Keep on doing what you have learned and received and heard and seen in me. Then the 
God of peace will be with you.

The word of the Lord.              R/. Thanks be to God.

Gospel                                                      MT 21:28-32
Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: “Hear another parable. There was a landowner who 

planted a vineyard, put a hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a tower. Then he leased it to tenants and 
went on a journey. When vintage time drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his produce. But the 

tenants seized the servants and one they beat, another they killed, and a third they stoned.  Again he sent other 
servants, more numerous than the first ones, but they treated them in the same way.  Finally, he sent his son to 

them, thinking, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to one another, ‘This is the 
heir. Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance.’ They seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed 
him.  What will the owner of the vineyard do to those tenants when he comes?” They answered him, “He will put 
those wretched men to a wretched death and lease his vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at 
the proper times.” Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures: The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; by the Lord has this been done, and it is wonderful in our eyes? Therefore, I say to 

you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from youand given to a people that will produce its fruit.”
The Gospel of the Lord.              R/. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday

4:00pm (St. Ambrose Site)
7:00pm (Holy Family Site)

Sunday
8:30am (Holy Family Site)

10:00am (St. Ambrose Site)
11:30am (Holy Family Site)

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am - 4:30pm

(Office will be closed 12:00pm - 12:30pm for lunch)
Friday, 8:30am - Noon

(716) 822-5962

Please consider remembering our parish 
community in your will. 

Newly Baptized 
Congratulations to Luka Alexander Kulesz and 

Alexandria Bella Alvira on being baptized into our 
parish community this weekend! May God bless 
them and their families as they begin their faith 

journey with us. 

Please Pray For Our Dead
Let us remember all those who have gone before us:

+Regina Bigelow
May she rest in peace.  

Blessing of Animals
In conjunction with the Feast of St. Francis 
and our Discipleship Program, bring your 

four-legged friend to get blessed.
THIS Sunday, October 3rd, 3:00pm in the St. 

Ambrose site parking lot.

Celtic Mass
Saturday, October 17th, 4:00pm 

Save the Date: Join us for a special Celtic 
Mass at the Church of the Holy Family. 

Immediatley following is a presentation by 
Viggo and Edwin Rambusch (great grandson 
and grandson of Frode Rambusch, decorator 

of the Celtic Art in Holy Family). 

Special Rosary Devotion
‘The Rosary: Sharing a Tool of Prayer &

Personal Witness’
Wednesday, October 7th, 6:00pm

St. Ambrose Worship Site
Lead By: Cathy Lang

Peace Prayer of St. Francis
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:

where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;

where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,

to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.

Disciples Stay in the Know
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Discipleship
• October packet pick up is THIS Sunday at 3:00pm 

along with the annual Blessing of Pets
• Our first In-Person/Zoom Instructional Night is 

October 19th at 6:15pm



Hope in the Darkness
Depression & Suicide in a Pandemic

Wednesday, October 28th, 6:30pm
St. Martin of Tours Parish 

Are you or someone you know suffering from 
anxiety or depression in these Covid days?
Don’t know where to turn for emotional or 
spiritual help? Help parishioners cope and 

manage their mental health with their 
Catholic faith. Join Catholic psychotherapist 

Dan Lawson Live and Livestreaming 
Wednesday, Oct. 28th at 6:30pm - 8:00pm at 

St. Martin of Tours (1140 Abbott Rd. 
Buffalo, NY 14220) 

Q & A will be offered. This event is FREE; 
Live-by-registration-call 823-7077 and 
Livestreaming on St. Martin of Tours 

Buffalo Facebook. For more info contact 
Dawn Iacono diacono@stmartinbuffalo.com 

or see www.stmartinbuffalo.com
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What’s Happening at NDA
Looking for something great to watch on YouTube? 
Check out NDA’s channel, found at NDA-Buffalo NY. 

Here you will find videos showing all the 
wonderful things that happen at Notre Academy. 

There are also reflections from Fr. Bryan and other 
priests in the Buffalo area. If you’re looking for 
something wholesome to watch, check it out!

Civic Duties
Voter Registration must be completed by October 9 

to be able to vote in the upcoming election.
There are some forms at the entrances for both 

Worship Sites. Early Voting is October 24 - November 
1 at Tosh Collins Center. It will be open from noon to 

9:00pm weekdays and noon to 6:00pm on weekends.
Also, please make certain everyone in your family has 

completed their 2020 Census information. Visit 
my20census.gov to fill out the form on line. The 
Census has to be completed before the end of 

October. Thank you! 

South Park Avenue 
Clean Up

Our Lady of Charity Parish will be cleaning up our 
neighborhood along South Park Avenue on Saturday, 
October 10th. We will meet at Holy Family at 10:00am 
and work until 12:00pm. There are areas where rakes, 

brooms, and shovels (or dust pans) are needed. 
Garbage bags and disposable gloves will be 

provided. Please join us!

Columbus Day
PLEASE NOTE: The Parish Office will be 

CLOSED Monday, October 11th in observance 
of Columbus Day. Thank you for your 

understanding. 

Welcome New Parishioners
A warm welcome to our newest parishioners in the 
past few months: Cassanda Aszkler, Jonathan & 

Jackie Custard-Jarosz, Barbara Lang, Tiffani 
Laracuente, Maria Pudlack, Catherine Rafter, 

Joseph & Rachel Strianese. 
Welcome to our parish family! 

Disciples Stay Active
    Community Dinners

We are pleased that our Friday night community dinners 
continue to be served during this trying time.  The need 

in our community is ever present and it is our privilege to 
serve them. Our procedures have changed and dinners 
are take out/curbside pick up only.  If you have a group 

of people who may be interested in hosting a Friday night 
dinner, here are a few things to keep in mind:

Hosting a meal:
Plan your menu – keep it simple to put in 1 take out 

container. (there is ground beef available to use in your 
dish if you choose).

Plan to be at the hall around 3 to get your stations set up 
and heat up anything you may need to.

We are not including plastic utensils or napkins with meals 
as we do not want to encourage congregating and/or gar-

bage on the grounds.
After meals are served, clean up the kitchen, hall and take 

out the trash.

If you are interested or would like some more information 
please contact the parish office at 822-5962 or Mary Anne 

at 822-1837.  Thank you!

Sponsors for the coming weeks include: 

October 9: Saint Vincent de Paul
October 16: Liturgy Committee
October 23: MAK & Friends

October 30: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
November 6: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
November 13: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
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Please Pray For Our Sick
“Master, the one you love is ill.” (John 11:1-2)

Irene Andrzejewski, Irene Barrett, Louise Beamish, Teresa 
Beamish, Ann Alvira-Buchnowski, Patricia Cajak, 
Maureen Canney, Nancy Canonico, Cheryl Clontz, 

Patricia Colern, Kathleen Hillery, Vara Jones, Dolores 
Leisten, Rita Mascia, Claudia Moran, Janet Murray, Karen 
O’Neill, Maryann Rigby, Sandy Riley, Jane Rozek, Helen 

Rusiecki, Mary Sands, June Stebbins, Ruth White
Daniel Barry, Michael Beyers, Leon Bolick, Owen Chase, 
Eric Crawford, Vincent Crawford, Frank Czapezyk, Larry 
Deskiewicz, Richard Dinnocenzo, Paul Fitzpatrick, Jason 
Florea, John Godwin, Eric G., Trooper Joseph Gallagher, 
Emmett Jakubowski, Rob Karr, Pat Kuhn, Robert Mascia, 
Robert Maggio, George Rodriguez, The family of Coach 

Frank Rossi, Jeremiah Smith, Jim Sweeney
If you have anyone you would like added to the 

sick list, please contact the Parish Office. 

Confirmation
Save the Date: The Sacrament of Confirmation 
will be celebrated on Tuesday, October 20th at 
7:00pm at the Holy Family worship site. Please 

keep all those preparing in your prayers. 

Pre-Baptism Session
Before your child’s Baptism, parents must attend a 

Pre-Baptismal instruction class. The next session will 
be on Tuesday, October 6th at 6:30pm in the 

Parish Office (260 Okell St.). Please call the office 
(822-5962) to register. Parents, remember you must 

have letters of recommendation from the 
godparents before the Baptism date can be set. 

Welcome! 
A South Buffalo boy has coming home as our new 
Parochial Vicar! Fr. Martin Gallagher joins us this 

weekend! Please pray for him and welcome him with 
open arms!
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Mass Intentions 
Sat. / Sun., Oct. 3/4 - 27th Sun. in Ord. Time

SA • 4:00pm - Fr. Bryan     
        Paul Redfern (1st Anniv. Rem., req. by his family) 
HF • 7:00pm - Fr. Martin  
       Clara Moritz (req. by the Herrmann Family) 
HF • 8:30am - Fr. Bryan        
      Anne Lynch (req. by Bob Lynch)  
SA • 10:00am - Fr. Martin 
        Living & Deceased Members of the St. Agatha    
        Seniors (req. by the St. Agatha Seriors) 
HF • 11:30am - Fr. Bryan 
         Mildred Wisnewski (req. by Andi Andrzejewski) 

 Mon., Oct. 5 - Weekday in Ordinary Time 
SA • 8:00am - Richard A. Eusanio (Birth. Rem., req. by the Rice  
           Family)
      

 Tues., Oct. 6 - Weekday in Ordinary Time 
SA • 8:00am - Richard Eusanio  (req. by his family)
   
 

Wed., Oct. 7 - Our Lady of the Rosary
SA • 8:00am - Mary’s Intercession for World Peace (req. 
by Sister Mary Gormley) 

Thurs., Oct. 8 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
SA • 8:00am - Msgr. Kevin O’Neill (req. by Morning Mass Group)

Fri., Oct. 9 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
SA • 8:00am - Caitlyn Bouquard (req. by Steve & Shirley Banko)

Sat. / Sun., Oct. 10/11 - 28th Sun. in Ord. Time
SA • 4:00pm - Fr. Martin     
        William A. Feeley (req. by the Feeley family) 
HF • 7:00pm - Fr. Bryan  
       Teresa Lafferty (req. by Jack and family) 
HF • 8:30am - Fr. Martin        
      Mrs. Ann Coughlin (req. by her son, James J. Coughlin)  
SA • 10:00am - Fr. Bryan 
        Christopher Richter (req. by Francis Cwick) 
HF • 11:30am - Fr. Martin 
         Dennis & Maureen Long (Anniv. Rem., req. by Jack & family) 

Banns of Marriage 
Brigid Sullivan & Tyler Kenyon will be married on 

Oct. 10th at Holy Family (2:00pm).
Bethany Mattina-Chimel & Justin Nelson will be 

married on Oct. 17th at Holy Family (12:00pm)
Heather McGinley & Kevin Collins  will be married 

on Oct. 17th at Holy Family (2:00pm) 

Sanctuary Lamps 
St. Ambrose Site (October 4 - 10)

Living & Deceased Members of the St. Agatha 
Seniors (req. by the St. Agatha Seniors)



A Friendly place whereA Friendly place where
friendly people meet!friendly people meet!

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Home Cooked Specials
Homemade Desserts

 2301 S. Park Ave. 826-2279826-2279

Mineo’s Mineo’s SouthSouth
P I Z Z E R I AP I Z Z E R I A

2154 South Park Ave.2154 South Park Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14220Buffalo, NY 14220

823-6228823-6228

WAYSIDE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Pools & Spas
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

Kyle Zappia, Owner
716-824-3325

1437 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY 14218
 EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF

SOUTH PARK
LIQUORS

Your Neighborhood discouNt 
Liquor store

1605 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14220

(716) 822-2477

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

 Same location as
 “Norman E. Gannon & Sons”
 1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

 823-0124
www.OCONNELL-MURPHYFUNERAL.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

Founded 1886
Focus on Healing & Strengthening 
in a family setting. So they can live 

safely, independently & 
productively within their 

home communities.

844.427.5741



 Diamonds  Watches
 Gem Stones Repairs

Family Owned & Operated For 
Over 50 Years 

1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza, Lackawanna, N.Y. 

(716) 822-1302

J E W E L E R S

APOLLOAPOLLO
FAMILY RESTAURANTFAMILY RESTAURANT

Breakfast Breakfast •• Lunch  Lunch •• Dinner Dinner
Take Out AvailableTake Out Available
Open 7 days a weekOpen 7 days a week
423 Hopkins Street

825-9087

Daniel J. Leonard
Funeral Home

New Location
Brand New Facilities

Large Chapels and Parking

Dan Leonard | 827-8487
873 Abbott Rd

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

PAUL E. VOGEL
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

WEST SENECA, NY
823-0968

BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING
FAMILY OWNED

 & OPERATED SINCE 1944

Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995 

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  
(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; 

may be required by cemetery)  

3060 Abbott Road
(Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

 Grobelny AlternAtive
 HeAltH CAre llC

 • Acupuncture
 • Chiropractic Needs
3648 Seneca Street • West Seneca, NY 14224

651-9011
Robert Grobelny, Parishioner

 O’NEILLS’ O’NEILLS’
 AUTO  AUTO 
 SERVICE SERVICE
QUALITY & HONEST REPAIRSQUALITY & HONEST REPAIRS

Tires • sales • service • repairs

New York State Inspections

1951 South Park Ave.
(716) 825-9234(716) 825-9234

Over 27 Years Experience 
& Platinum Award Winner

Clare Shea
Hourihan
Licensed Real 
Estate Agent

308-1177

 873 Abbott Road • South Buffalo, NY 14220 Direct Cremation: $625 (Funeral Home Charge)

 Pre-Plan a Traditional Funeral Today: 824-6435
 Café for Refreshments | Spacious Viewing Chapels
 Handicap Accessible | Modern Audio/Visual System
 Ground Level Entrance

South Buffalo’s Largest Full Service Funeral Home

Do You Need a Plumber?

 PCS
 PlumbinG 
 & HeAtinG
 PAt leAry, owner

Commercial • Residential
South Buffalo Local Business

716-822-4302
full ServiCe PlumbinG & HvAC exPertS

www.pcsplumbing.com


