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When we look at any nativity scene, what do 
we see? It’s almost always perfectly placed 

fi gures in a frozen state of wonder, joy, 
happiness, and pure awe. Even the stables/
caves that house the cast of characters (and 

several animals) seem to be magically cleaner 
and more inviting than any of our own 

garages and sheds in 2020.

However, from the gospel on the Fourth 
Sunday of Advent all through the readings on 
Christmas, we’re constantly hearing an angel 

say, “Do not be afraid!” From the young 
teenage girl having her life changed forever to 
a group of shepherds having their very being 

shaken to the core, these people were 
terrifi ed. And rightfully so. But we never see 

that, do we? Looking at our lifeless nativity 
fi gurines, it’s sometimes easy to forget that 
these were real people with real emotions, 

real hopes, real dreams, real anxieities, and 
real dissapointments.         

Things aren’t always as they appear. 
Whether it’s an artist’s interpretation of the 
fi rst Christmas or someone’s latest fi ltered 
selfi e on Facebook, we never really know 
the whole story behind it. This Christmas 

season, let’s get to know one another again. 
Let’s not be perfectly placed fi gurines. 

Because there is one thing we all have in 
common: At some point in our lives, each of 

us will need to hear the same four words:
“Do not be afraid.”   

LIGHT
FROM
LIGHT

GOD FROM GOD

In the Heart of South Buff alo
Whether you’re an angel or a shepherd, you have a place at our table. Whether you 

journey from afar or tend to your fl ock right around the corner, please make yourself at 
home. Whether you’re looking to warm your heart or just get out of the cold, you’re welcome 

either way. We are Our Lady of Charity Parish. And you are always welcome here.  

Our Lady of Charity Parish
260 Okell • 1901 South Park

Buffalo, NY 14220
(716) 822-5962 • OurLadyOfCharityParish.com
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From Fr. Mock... 
A number of years ago I traveled to New York City for a quarterly meeting of the Priests’ Councils 
of New York State. I arrived at JFK Airport and took a taxi cab into the city. As soon as the cab 
began moving, I saw the driver press a button, and from all the speakers of the cab came the voice 
of the Tony Award winning actress, Bernadette Peters, saying, “Welcome to New York City at the 
most magical time of the year!”  

This Christmas will probably not have the same spirit as the most “magical time of the year” as so 
many others we remember have had, but it will probably be one we long remember as the year we 
celebrate a much quieter and possibly more prayerful Christmas in the midst of a pandemic.

As we celebrate Christmas, we celebrate God becoming one of us. “And the Word [of God] was 
made flesh and made his dwelling among us.” John 1:14 

Three years ago Father Xavier Seubert, OFM, a professor at Christ the King Seminary, offered an 
evening lecture called “Christmas Falls on Good Friday.” (Father Xavier holds a doctorate in 
systematic theology and art history and was one of my favorite professors.) 

He offered a new perspective on the Nativity: The baby is placed in a manger, which is really a 
feeding trough for animals. At the Last Supper Jesus says, “Take this all of  you and eat it, for this 
is my body which will be given for you.”  The manger foreshadows the Last Supper.

There is a wonderful Byzantine icon of the Nativity which depicts the manger as a small box in 
which the baby is laid.  This icon foreshadows the coffin or tomb in which Jesus will be laid.

I found his lecture so enlightening that it has stayed with me, and especially this year. At 
Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus.  We also keep in mind that the baby grew up to be the 
savior who in his crucifixion offers his entire life out of love for the people of God. -His passion, 
death and resurrection are the ultimate expressions of God’s love for us.

We have an unusual Christmas this year, with a little more sacrifice and a little more Good Friday. 
We sacrifice our “normal” celebration of the Birth of Jesus, so we can celebrate the fullness and 
“magic of Christmas” for years to come.  

-Fr. Mock

Blessing for Your Home Nativity Scene
God of every nation and people,

from the very beginning of creation you have made manifest your love:
when our need for a Savior was great you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary.

To our lives he brings joy and peace, justice, mercy, and love.
Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus,

and raise our thoughts to him, who is God-with-us and Savior of all,
and who lives and reigns forever and ever.

R/. Amen.
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The 4th Sunday of Advent
First Reading                                                   IS 61:1-2A, 10-11

When King David was settled in his palace, and the LORD had given him rest from his enemies on every side, he 
said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God dwells in a tent!” Nathan 

answered the king, “Go, do whatever you have in mind, for the LORD is with you.” But that night the LORD spoke 
to Nathan and said: “Go, tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Should you build me a house to dwell in?’“ 
“’It was I who took you from the pasture and from the care of the flock  to be commander of my people Israel. I 
have been with you wherever you went, and I have destroyed all your enemies before you. And I will make you 
famous like the great ones of the earth. I will fix a place for my people Israel; I will plant them so that they may 

dwell in their place without further disturbance. Neither shall the wicked continue to afflict them as they did of old, 
since the time I first appointed judges over my people Israel. I will give you rest from all your enemies. The LORD 

also reveals to you that he will establish a house for you. And when your time comes and you rest with your 
ancestors, I will raise up your heir after you, sprung from your loins, and I will make his kingdom firm. I will be a 
father to him, and he shall be a son to me. Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever before me; your 

throne shall stand firm forever.’”
The word of the Lord.              R/. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm                                                   LK 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54.
R/. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

The promises of the LORD I will sing forever; through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your 
faithfulness. For you have said, “My kindness is established forever”; in heaven you have confirmed your 

faithfulness. R/.

“I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my servant:
Forever will I confirm your posterity and establish your throne for all generations.” R/.

“He shall say of me, ‘You are my father, my God, the Rock, my savior.’
Forever I will maintain my kindness toward him, and my covenant with him stands firm.” R/.

Second Reading                                                   1 THES 5:16-24
Brothers and sisters: To him who can strengthen you, according to my gospel and the 

proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret for long ages but now 
manifested through the prophetic writings and, according to the command of the eternal God, made known to all 

nations to bring about the obedience of faith, to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ be glory forever and ever. 
Amen.

The word of the Lord.              R/. Thanks be to God.

Gospel                                                 JN 1:6-8, 19-28
The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named 

Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! The 
Lord is with you.” But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 
Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. “Behold, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most 

High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end.” But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations 
with a man?” And the angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, 
your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; for 

nothing will be impossible for God.” Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me 
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

The Gospel of the Lord.              R/. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday

4:00pm (St. Ambrose Site)
Sunday

8:30am (Holy Family Site)
10:00am (St. Ambrose Site)
11:30am (Holy Family Site)

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am - 4:30pm

Currently by appointment only.
(Office will be closed 12:00pm - 12:30pm for lunch)

Friday, closed

(716) 822-5962

Please consider remembering our parish 
community in your will. 

Name:

______________________________________

Size:

______________________________________

Phone number:

______________________________________

Add name on sleeve? ($5 extra)

______________________________________

Car window decal _____________________

Administrative Assistant
Diana Deck

d.deck@olcp.org

SBCS at NDA Principal
Tristan D’Angelo

824-0726

Sacramental Preparation
Maureen Brown

Kathleen Mulqueen

Weekend/Weekday Help
Fr. Richard (Duke) Zajac

Fr. Robert (Bob) Hora

Prayer Link
768-4022

Temporary Administrator
Fr. Robert Mock

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Martin Gallagher

Fr.Gallagher@olcp.org

Deacons
Deacon Tim Maloney

Deacon Steve Schumer

Business Manager
Elaine Williams

E.Williams@olcp.org 

Director of Music & Worship
Brian Meyer

music@olcp.org

Disciples Stay in the Know
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Get your order in for our 
commemorative 10th Anniversary 

t-shirt by the end of the year!
Let’s show some pride for our vibrant 

parish for years to come!  
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Save the Dates
• Christmas Mass Schedule • 

All Christmas Masses are by reservation ONLY with limited seating.
As of the deadline of this bulletin, here are the remaining Masses 

available for Christmas. Please reserve on the Sign Up Genius link on our 
parish website or by calling the parish office. Unfortunately, due to 

concern of everyone’s health and safety, no one will be allowed in that is 
not on the reservation list. Masks must be worn at all times.

Christmas Eve: 6:00pm (St. Ambrose Site)
Christmas Day: 10:00am (St. Ambrose Site), 11:30am (Holy Family Site)

Looking to get your 
soul ready to greet 

the Lord on 
Christmas? We’re 

offering two extra times 
for confessions.   

• Monday, Dec. 21st, 
2:30pm - 4:00pm 

(St. Ambrose Site)
• Tuesday, Dec. 22nd, 

6:30pm - 8:00pm
(Holy Family Site)

Weather Update
Please note: If Buffalo Public Schools are closed due 
to hazardous winter weather, there will be NO Daily 

Mass that day. Please stay safe. 

Missing Keys
 To all our amazing volunteers...We are missing keys 
for Holy family and St. Ambrose Worship Sites. If you 
could all please check if you may have one (or two) 
laying around and turn them in at the Parish Office.

New Parish Envelopes
Our new church envelopes are in the process of 

printing and being shipped to us here at the Parish 
Office. Just like last year, they will not be mailed to 
your homes any longer. They will be ready before 

the end of 2020 for pick up. Please be patient with 
this process. We understand it is not exactly 

convenient. More information will follow. Thank you 
for your understanding. 

Christmas Decorating
Come lend a hand to help beautify and clean our 
worship sites (inside and outside) for the holiday 

season! All are welcome! We can’t do it without you!
  

• Monday, Dec. 21st: Holy Family site, 6:00pm
• Tuesday, Dec. 22nd: St. Ambrose site, 6:00pm

Disciples Stay Active
    Community Dinners

If you are interested or would like some more information 
please contact the parish office at 822-5962 or Mary Anne 

at 822-1837.  Thank you!
Sponsors for the coming weeks include: 
December 25: NO COMMUNITY DINNER 

January 1: MAK & Friends
January 8: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
January 15: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Giving Tree 2020
Even in the midst of a pandemic, where people are 
so in need - Our Lady of Charity – you responded! 

Thank you for all your support during this campaign 
this year, it wasn’t easy but we did it as a Parish family. 
The agencies are so grateful for the support they get 
and your generosity will help many people. May God 

continue to bless us and guide us.
  – The Liturgy Committee

A HUGE Thank You
We would like to give a HUGE thank you to the 

Hodgson Russ Charitable Foundation for making a 
SUBSTANTIAL financial donation to our Community 
Dinner program. Their generosity and charity helps 

make it possible to feed the families of our 
community with dignity, compassion, and love. 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 
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Merry Christmas!
From all of our clergy and parish staff, have a safe, 

joyous, and happy Christmas! Even though we can’t all 
be together how we’d like, you and yours are always in 

our prayers throughout this entire season.
Our Lady of Charity, pray for us!    



Buffalo, NY                                                     December 19/20, 2020

Please Pray For Our Sick
“Master, the one you love is ill.” (John 11:1-2)

Irene Andrzejewski, Irene Barrett, Louise Beamish, Teresa 
Beamish, Ann Alvira-Buchnowski, Patricia Cajak, 

Maureen Canney, Cheryl Clontz, Patricia Colern, Caroline 
Dominesey, Vara Jones, Linda Kurcz, Madisyn Ledder, 

Janet Murray, Karen O’Neill, Maryann Rigby, Sandy Riley, 
Jane Rozek, Mary Sands, June Stebbins, Ruth White

Daniel Barry, Michael Beyers, Leon Bolick, Owen Chase, 
Eric Crawford, Vincent Crawford, Frank Czapezyk, 

Francis Davis, Larry Deskiewicz, Richard Dinnocenzo, 
Paul Fitzpatrick, Jason Florea, John Godwin, Eric G., 

Trooper Joseph Gallagher, Emmett Jakubowski, Rob Karr, 
Pat Kuhn, Robert Maggio, George Rodriguez, The family 

of Coach Frank Rossi, Jeremiah Smith, Jim Sweeney
If you have anyone you would like added to the 

sick list, please contact the Parish Office. 

Please Pray For Our Dead
Let us remember all those who have gone before us:
+Joseph O’Grady, +Regina Hodge, +James Brown

May they rest in peace.  

Newly Baptized
A warm welcome to Skylar Mae Craven, baptized in 
our parish this weekend! May God grant her and her 

family every grace and blessing!  6

Mass Intentions 
Sat. / Sun., Dec. 19/20 - 4th Sunday of Advent
SA • 4:00pm      
       Anne Lynch (req. by Bob Lynch)
       Ann Dzialga-Stettin (req. by the Maroney Family)
HF • 8:30am        
      Mike & Colleen Carberry-Smith (req. by Marianne Dixon)
SA • 10:00am
       Bernice Nash (Birth. Rem., req. by her family)
HF • 11:30am        
        Dennis & Maureen Long (Birth. Rem., req. by their family)

 Mon., Dec. 21 - Weekday in Advent 
SA • 8:00am - John & Michael Smith (req. by Joan Smith &   
                family)
      

 Tues., Dec. 22 - Weekday in Advent
SA • 8:00am - Diane Cupples (req. by Joe & Pat Sullivan)
   

 

Wed., Dec. 23 - Weekday in Advent
SA • 8:00am - Closing of Monthly Novena for Life (req. by  
              Sr. Mary Gormley)

Thurs., Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve
SA • 4:00pm - Peg Thexton (req. by her family)
HF • 4:00pm - Regina Hodge (req. by her family) 
SA • 6:00pm - People of the Parish (req. by Fr. Mock) 
HF • 6:00pm - James & Kathleen Hillery (req. by family)

Fri., Dec. 25 - Christmas Day
HF • 12:00am - Ann Evans Driscoll & Jack Driscoll II 
           (req. by Jack Driscoll)
SA • 10:00am - Margaret Csicsay (Birth. Rem., req. by Maryann  
           Csicsay)
             John Houlihan (req. by his wife & son)
HF • 11:30am - Art Mangone (req. by the Mangone Family)

Sat. / Sun., Dec. 26/27 - The Holy Family
SA • 4:00pm      
       Robert Strianese, Sr. (2nd Anniv. Rem., req. by his family)
       Mary & Dave Gattie (req. by their son, Joe)
HF • 8:30am        
      Families of OLCP (req. by Sr. Mary Gormley)
SA • 10:00am
       Michael Catanzaro (Anniv. Rem., req. by Christopher & Jen)
HF • 11:30am        
        José Lopez (1st Anniv. Rem., req. by his family)
 

Pre-Baptism Session
Before your child’s Baptism, parents must virtually 
attend a Pre-Baptismal instruction class. The next 
session will be on Tuesday, January 5th at 6:30pm 

via Zoom. Please call the office (822-5962) to 
register. Parents, remember you must have letters 
of recommendation from the godparents before 

the Baptism date can be set. 

Disciples Pray Together
    

What’s Happening at NDA
Did you know that once your child is registered at Notre 
Dame Academy you are automatically a member of the 

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)? We have been 
meeting via Zoom this year. Watch the Notre Dame 

Academy Facebook page for the link. 
Christmas break for NDA begins on Monday, December 
21st and runs through Friday, January 1st. We are back in 

school on Monday, January 4th! Be safe!
Do you know anyone looking for a great Catholic 

School? Please tell them about Notre Dame Academy. 
Please call 716-824-0726 today. For more information 

on South Buffalo Catholic School Notre Dame Academy 
please visit www.notredamebuffalo.org



A Friendly place whereA Friendly place where
friendly people meet!friendly people meet!

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Home Cooked Specials
Homemade Desserts

 2301 S. Park Ave. 826-2279826-2279

Mineo’s Mineo’s SouthSouth
P I Z Z E R I AP I Z Z E R I A

2154 South Park Ave.2154 South Park Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14220Buffalo, NY 14220

823-6228823-6228

WAYSIDE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Pools & Spas
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

Kyle Zappia, Owner
716-824-3325

1437 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY 14218
 EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF

SOUTH PARK
LIQUORS

Your Neighborhood discouNt 
Liquor store

1605 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14220

(716) 822-2477

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

 Same location as
 “Norman E. Gannon & Sons”
 1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

 823-0124
www.OCONNELL-MURPHYFUNERAL.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

Founded 1886
Focus on Healing & Strengthening 
in a family setting. So they can live 

safely, independently & 
productively within their 

home communities.

844.427.5741



 Diamonds  Watches
 Gem Stones Repairs

Family Owned & Operated For 
Over 50 Years 

1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza, Lackawanna, N.Y. 

(716) 822-1302

J E W E L E R S

APOLLOAPOLLO
FAMILY RESTAURANTFAMILY RESTAURANT

Breakfast Breakfast •• Lunch  Lunch •• Dinner Dinner
Take Out AvailableTake Out Available
Open 7 days a weekOpen 7 days a week
423 Hopkins Street

825-9087

Daniel J. Leonard
Funeral Home

New Location
Brand New Facilities

Large Chapels and Parking

Dan Leonard | 827-8487
873 Abbott Rd

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

PAUL E. VOGEL
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

WEST SENECA, NY
823-0968

BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING
FAMILY OWNED

 & OPERATED SINCE 1944

Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995 

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  
(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; 

may be required by cemetery)  

3060 Abbott Road
(Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

 Grobelny AlternAtive
 HeAltH CAre llC

 • Acupuncture
 • Chiropractic Needs
3648 Seneca Street • West Seneca, NY 14224

651-9011
Robert Grobelny, Parishioner

 O’NEILLS’ O’NEILLS’
 AUTO  AUTO 
 SERVICE SERVICE
QUALITY & HONEST REPAIRSQUALITY & HONEST REPAIRS

Tires • sales • service • repairs

New York State Inspections

1951 South Park Ave.
(716) 825-9234(716) 825-9234

Over 27 Years Experience 
& Platinum Award Winner

Clare Shea
Hourihan
Licensed Real 
Estate Agent

308-1177

 873 Abbott Road • South Buffalo, NY 14220 Direct Cremation: $625 (Funeral Home Charge)

 Pre-Plan a Traditional Funeral Today: 824-6435
 Café for Refreshments | Spacious Viewing Chapels
 Handicap Accessible | Modern Audio/Visual System
 Ground Level Entrance

South Buffalo’s Largest Full Service Funeral Home

Do You Need a Plumber?

 PCS
 PlumbinG 
 & HeAtinG
 PAt leAry, owner

Commercial • Residential
South Buffalo Local Business

716-822-4302
full ServiCe PlumbinG & HvAC exPertS

www.pcsplumbing.com


