
The holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary, & Joseph

December 26/27 2020

As we celebrate the Feast of the Holy 
Family, we can’t help but look around us and 

ask ourselves, “What exactly is a family? 
What does a family look like?” 

If we use Jesus, Mary, and Joseph as an 
example, we see two good Jews raising a 

good Jewish boy in their humble little town of 
Nazareth. If we turn to classic television, we 

see the Cleavers in ‘Leave It To Beaver’ 
representing the ideal caucasion family in 

American suburbia with dad going off  to work 
and mom staying home to raise perfect 

children. However, in this day and age, these 
views of family life are far from the norm. The 

question is: Do we judge that? 

Today, many families are broken, 
blended, mixed, divided, and non 

traditional. Families come in all diff erent 
shapes, sizes, colors, and backgrounds. 
And just because the family next door 
doesn’t look exactly like your family, it 
doesn’t make it any less of a family. 

As a parish family, let’s support all of the 
various families that make up Our Lady 

of Charity Parish. We may not all look the 
same, sound the same, or have the 

exact same background, but at the end of 
the day, love is love. We may never know 

exactly what goes on behind closed doors, 
but here the door is always open. 

LOVE BEYOND
ALL TELLING

Our Lady of Charity Parish
260 Okell • 1901 South Park

Buffalo, NY 14220
(716) 822-5962 • OurLadyOfCharityParish.com
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From Deacon Tim 
This weekend we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. We do not 
know a lot about their lives during the time from Jesus birth to His public ministry.  What we do 
know is that they had unconditional love for God and faith in Him. They have provided an example 
for us to live as family.  A family does not exist without love.

Now I don’t know about your family but mine seems more like the Simpsons than the Holy Family. 
We have a wide range of personalities, opinions, disagreements and tensions. But we also have a 
tremendous amount of love for one another and that is what helps us through good times and bad 
times.

This Christmas had to be difficult for most families. Mine was no exception, usually on Christmas 
Day we have the first wave of the family for dinner about 10 of us, then for desert about 25 more 
join us. Then the next night about 100 of the family gather together to celebrate who we are as a 
family. This year we were down to the most immediate members and even some of them couldn’t 
be with us.

So many families this year have suffered hardship. The virus has caused great illness, death, 
disruption and economic disaster. What it can’t affect is the love that we have for our family 
members. But not just our blood related family but the entire human race. We all have one Father, 
our God, and with faith He will see us through the most difficult times.

I want to also mention our Parish Family, yes we are a family. We have had a difficult year. We lost 
our beloved Pastor Father Bryan, Father Sam was transferred and our Diocese is a mess. But I 
want you to know that our family will stay strong if we continue to love and support one another. 
Remember: LOVE IS LIKE THE FIVE LOAVES AND TWO FISHES. IT DOESN’T START TO MULTIPLY 
UNTIL YOU GIVE IT AWAY.  God bless you and your families.

-Deacon Tim

P.S.  Thanks for all the prayers for my wife, Barb. She is doing well in her recovery. Also I will begin 
my annual Missionary Journey to Florida on Jan 4 (I hope). Keep me in your prayers and I promise 
to pray for you.

Blessing for Your Home Nativity Scene
God of every nation and people,

from the very beginning of creation you have made manifest your love:
when our need for a Savior was great you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary.

To our lives he brings joy and peace, justice, mercy, and love.
Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus,

and raise our thoughts to him, who is God-with-us and Savior of all,
and who lives and reigns forever and ever.

R/. Amen.
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The Feast of the Holy Family
First Reading                                                  SIR 3:2-6, 12-14

God sets a father in honor over his children; a mother’s authority he confirms over her sons. Whoever honors his 
father atones for sins, and preserves himself from them. When he prays, he is heard; he stores up riches who reveres his 

mother. Whoever honors his father is gladdened by children, and, when he prays, is heard. Whoever reveres his father 
will live a long life; he who obeys his father brings comfort to his mother. My son, take care of your father when he is old; 

grieve him not as long as he lives. Even if his mind fail, be considerate of him; revile him not all the days of his life; 
kindness to a father will not be forgotten, firmly planted against the debt of your sins

—a house raised in justice to you.
The word of the Lord.              R/. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm                                                   PS 128:1-2, 3, 4-5.
R/. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.

Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, who walks in his ways!
For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork; blessed shall you be, and favored. R/.

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the recesses of your home;
your children like olive plants around your table. R/.

Behold, thus is the man blessed who fears the LORD. The LORD bless you from Zion:
may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life. R/.

Second Reading                                                   COL 3:12-21 
Brothers and sisters: Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one another,  if one has a grievance against another; 
as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do. And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of perfection. And let 
the peace of Christ control your hearts,  the peace into which you were also called in one body. And be thankful. Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another,  singing psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. Wives, be subordinate to your husbands,  as is proper in 
the Lord. Husbands, love your wives,  and avoid any bitterness toward them. Children, obey your parents in everything,  

for this is pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your children, so they may not become discouraged.
The word of the Lord.              R/. Thanks be to God.

Gospel                                                 LK 2:22-40
When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of Moses,  They took him up to Jerusalem to 

present him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated 
to the Lord, and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, in accordance with the dictate in 

the law of the Lord. Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, 
awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he should not see death before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the 

parents brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard to him, He took him into his arms and 
blessed God, saying: “Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, for my eyes have 

seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your 
people Israel. ”The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him;  and Simeon blessed them and 

said to Mary his mother,  “Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
contradicted —and you yourself a sword will pierce— so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” There was 
also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived seven 
years with her husband after her marriage, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple, but 

worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer. And coming forward at that very time, she gave thanks to God and 
spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions 
of the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled 

with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.
The Gospel of the Lord.              R/. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday

4:00pm (St. Ambrose Site)
Sunday

8:30am (Holy Family Site)
10:00am (St. Ambrose Site)
11:30am (Holy Family Site)

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am - 4:30pm

Currently by appointment only.
(Office will be closed 12:00pm - 12:30pm for lunch)

Friday, closed

(716) 822-5962

Please consider remembering our parish 
community in your will. 

Name:

______________________________________

Size:

______________________________________

Phone number:

______________________________________

Add name on sleeve? ($5 extra)

______________________________________

Car window decal _____________________

Administrative Assistant
Diana Deck

d.deck@olcp.org

SBCS at NDA Principal
Tristan D’Angelo

824-0726

Sacramental Preparation
Maureen Brown

Kathleen Mulqueen

Weekend/Weekday Help
Fr. Richard (Duke) Zajac

Fr. Robert (Bob) Hora

Prayer Link
768-4022

Temporary Administrator
Fr. Robert Mock

Parochial Vicar
Fr. Martin Gallagher

Fr.Gallagher@olcp.org

Deacons
Deacon Tim Maloney

Deacon Steve Schumer

Business Manager
Elaine Williams

E.Williams@olcp.org 

Director of Music & Worship
Brian Meyer

music@olcp.org

Disciples Stay in the Know
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Get your order in for our 
commemorative 10th Anniversary 

t-shirt by the end of the year!
Let’s show some pride for our vibrant 

parish for years to come!  
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Save the Dates
• Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God • 

Although technically a Holy Day of Obligation, please remember that the 
Mass Dispensation is still in effect from the Diocese of Buffalo and you are 

not required to attend Mass. Our Mass schedule is as follows:
Thursday, December 31st: 5:30pm (Vigil) - Holy Family Site

Friday, January 1st: 8:00am - St. Ambrose Site
                                 10:00am - St. Ambrose Site

PLEASE NOTE: The Parish Office is Closed on New Year’s Day (Jan.1st)

Don’t forget to check 
out our iconic AM&A’s 

Christmas window 
display in the center 

window of the Parish 
Center. This antique 

display will be 
illuminated each night 

starting at dusk, and 
will be up until 

January 10th. 

Weather Update
Please note: If Buffalo Public Schools are closed due 
to hazardous winter weather, there will be NO Daily 

Mass that day. Please stay safe. 

Missing Keys
 To all our amazing volunteers...We are missing keys 
for Holy family and St. Ambrose Worship Sites. If you 
could all please check if you may have one (or two) 
laying around and turn them in at the Parish Office.

New Parish Envelopes
Our new church envelopes are in the process of 

printing and being shipped to us here at the Parish 
Office. Just like last year, they will not be mailed to 
your homes any longer. Hopefully they will be ready 

for pick up by the end of 2020. Please be patient 
with this process. We understand it is not exactly 

convenient. More information will follow. Thank you 
for your understanding. 

A New Year Prayer
Let us live each day in the most loving ways, the 
God-conscious way. Let us serve all who are in 

need, regardless of race, color or creed. ... May our 
year be filled with peace, prosperity and love. May 
God’s blessings shower upon us and bestow upon 
each of us a bright, healthy and peaceful new year.

Amen.

Disciples Stay Active
    Community Dinners

If you are interested or would like some more information 
please contact the parish office at 822-5962 or Mary Anne 

at 822-1837.  Thank you!
Sponsors for the coming weeks include:  

January 1: MAK & Friends
January 8: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
January 15: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
January 22: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Giving Tree 2020
Even in the midst of a pandemic, where people are 
so in need - Our Lady of Charity – you responded! 

Thank you for all your support during this campaign 
this year, it wasn’t easy but we did it as a Parish family. 
The agencies are so grateful for the support they get 
and your generosity will help many people. May God 

continue to bless us and guide us.
  – The Liturgy Committee

A HUGE Thank You
We would like to give a HUGE thank you to the 

Hodgson Russ Charitable Foundation for making a 
SUBSTANTIAL financial donation to our Community 
Dinner program. Their generosity and charity helps 

make it possible to feed the families of our 
community with dignity, compassion, and love. 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 
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Merry Christmas!
From all of our clergy and parish staff, have a safe, 

joyous, and happy Christmas! Even though we can’t all 
be together how we’d like, you and yours are always in 

our prayers throughout this entire season.
Our Lady of Charity, pray for us!    
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Please Pray For Our Sick
“Master, the one you love is ill.” (John 11:1-2)

Irene Andrzejewski, Irene Barrett, Louise Beamish, Teresa 
Beamish, Ann Alvira-Buchnowski, Patricia Cajak, 

Maureen Canney, Cheryl Clontz, Patricia Colern, Caroline 
Dominesey, Vara Jones, Linda Kurcz, Madisyn Ledder, 

Janet Murray, Karen O’Neill, Maryann Rigby, Sandy Riley, 
Jane Rozek, Mary Sands, June Stebbins, Ruth White

Daniel Barry, Michael Beyers, Leon Bolick, Owen Chase, 
Eric Crawford, Vincent Crawford, Frank Czapezyk, 

Francis Davis, Larry Deskiewicz, Richard Dinnocenzo, 
Paul Fitzpatrick, Jason Florea, John Godwin, Eric G., 

Trooper Joseph Gallagher, Emmett Jakubowski, Rob Karr, 
Pat Kuhn, Robert Maggio, George Rodriguez, The family 

of Coach Frank Rossi, Jeremiah Smith, Jim Sweeney
If you have anyone you would like added to the 

sick list, please contact the Parish Office. 

Please Pray For Our Dead
Let us remember all those who have gone before us.

May they rest in peace.  

Newly Baptized
A warm welcome to Micah William Fazio, baptized 
in our parish this weekend! May God grant him and 

his family every grace and blessing!  
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Mass Intentions 
Sat. / Sun., Dec. 26/27 - The Holy Family

SA • 4:00pm      
       Robert Strianese, Sr. (2nd Anniv. Rem., req. by his family)
       Mary & Dave Gattie (req. by their son, Joe)
HF • 8:30am        
      Families of OLCP (req. by Sr. Mary Gormley)
SA • 10:00am
       Michael Catanzaro (Anniv. Rem., req. by Christopher & Jen)
HF • 11:30am        
        José Lopez (1st Anniv. Rem., req. by his family)

 Mon., Dec. 28 - The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
SA • 8:00am - In Reparation of the Killing of the 
           Innocent (req. by Sr. Mary)
      

 Tues., Dec. 29 - Octave of Christmas
SA • 8:00am - Richard Eusanio (1st Anniv., req. by his family)
   

 

Wed., Dec. 30 - Octave of Christmas
SA • 8:00am - Stephanie & Henry Partyka (req. by the Partyka  
                                          family)

Thurs., Dec. 31 - Octave of Christmas
SA • 8:00am - Gallo Family (req. by Jack Driscoll)
HF • 5:30pm - Joseph O’Grady (req. by Marianne Dixon)

Fri., Jan. 1 - Sol. of Mary, the Mother of God
SA • 8:00am - John and Michael Smith (req. by Joan Smith &  
     Family)
SA • 10:00am - The Maloney & Eagen Families (req. by 
                     Deacon Tim & Barbara Maloney)

Sat. / Sun., Jan. 2/3 - Epiphany of our Lord
SA • 4:00pm      
       For the People of the Parish (req. by Fr. Mock)
HF • 8:30am        
      Kathleen Waterhouse (req. by her family)
SA • 10:00am
       Rosemary Reichmuth (Birth. Rem., req. by her family)
HF • 11:30am        
        Thomas Brinkworth (req. by Dave Corbett & family)

Pre-Baptism Session
Before your child’s Baptism, parents must virtually 
attend a Pre-Baptismal instruction class. The next 
session will be on Tuesday, January 5th at 6:30pm 

via Zoom. Please call the office (822-5962) to 
register. Parents, remember you must have letters 
of recommendation from the godparents before 

the Baptism date can be set. 

Sanctuary Lamps
Holy Family Site (December 27 - January 2)
John F. Evans (req. by MaryLee and children) 

Disciples Pray Together
    

What’s Happening at NDA
Did you know that once your child is registered at Notre 
Dame Academy you are automatically a member of the 

Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)? We have been 
meeting via Zoom this year. Watch the Notre Dame 

Academy Facebook page for the link. 
Christmas break for NDA begins on Monday, December 
21st and runs through Friday, January 1st. We are back in 

school on Monday, January 4th! Be safe!
Do you know anyone looking for a great Catholic 

School? Please tell them about Notre Dame Academy. 
Please call 716-824-0726 today. For more information 

on South Buffalo Catholic School Notre Dame Academy 
please visit www.notredamebuffalo.org



A Friendly place whereA Friendly place where
friendly people meet!friendly people meet!

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Home Cooked Specials
Homemade Desserts

 2301 S. Park Ave. 826-2279826-2279

Mineo’s Mineo’s SouthSouth
P I Z Z E R I AP I Z Z E R I A

2154 South Park Ave.2154 South Park Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14220Buffalo, NY 14220

823-6228823-6228

WAYSIDE
FAMILY RESTAURANT

Pools & Spas
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

Kyle Zappia, Owner
716-824-3325

1437 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY 14218
 EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF

SOUTH PARK
LIQUORS

Your Neighborhood discouNt 
Liquor store

1605 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14220

(716) 822-2477

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

 Same location as
 “Norman E. Gannon & Sons”
 1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

 823-0124
www.OCONNELL-MURPHYFUNERAL.com

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

Founded 1886
Focus on Healing & Strengthening 
in a family setting. So they can live 

safely, independently & 
productively within their 

home communities.

844.427.5741



 Diamonds  Watches
 Gem Stones Repairs

Family Owned & Operated For 
Over 50 Years 

1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza, Lackawanna, N.Y. 

(716) 822-1302

J E W E L E R S

APOLLOAPOLLO
FAMILY RESTAURANTFAMILY RESTAURANT

Breakfast Breakfast •• Lunch  Lunch •• Dinner Dinner
Take Out AvailableTake Out Available
Open 7 days a weekOpen 7 days a week
423 Hopkins Street

825-9087

Daniel J. Leonard
Funeral Home

New Location
Brand New Facilities

Large Chapels and Parking

Dan Leonard | 827-8487
873 Abbott Rd

 3-D-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1034

PAUL E. VOGEL
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

WEST SENECA, NY
823-0968

BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING
FAMILY OWNED

 & OPERATED SINCE 1944

Lombardo  
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995 

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  
(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; 

may be required by cemetery)  

3060 Abbott Road
(Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

 Grobelny AlternAtive
 HeAltH CAre llC

 • Acupuncture
 • Chiropractic Needs
3648 Seneca Street • West Seneca, NY 14224

651-9011
Robert Grobelny, Parishioner

 O’NEILLS’ O’NEILLS’
 AUTO  AUTO 
 SERVICE SERVICE
QUALITY & HONEST REPAIRSQUALITY & HONEST REPAIRS

Tires • sales • service • repairs

New York State Inspections

1951 South Park Ave.
(716) 825-9234(716) 825-9234

Over 27 Years Experience 
& Platinum Award Winner

Clare Shea
Hourihan
Licensed Real 
Estate Agent

308-1177

 873 Abbott Road • South Buffalo, NY 14220 Direct Cremation: $625 (Funeral Home Charge)

 Pre-Plan a Traditional Funeral Today: 824-6435
 Café for Refreshments | Spacious Viewing Chapels
 Handicap Accessible | Modern Audio/Visual System
 Ground Level Entrance

South Buffalo’s Largest Full Service Funeral Home

Do You Need a Plumber?

 PCS
 PlumbinG 
 & HeAtinG
 PAt leAry, owner

Commercial • Residential
South Buffalo Local Business

716-822-4302
full ServiCe PlumbinG & HvAC exPertS

www.pcsplumbing.com


