CHRIST BE OUR

LIGHT
The 4th Sunday of Lent
Laetare Sunday
March 13/14, 2021

“For Christ did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world...” (John 3:17)

literally God’s light sent into the world. And
as dim as life seems at times, with Jesus, the
only true darkness is sin. Jesus is the eternal
beacon and ray of hope forever shining in our
hearts through the good and the bad.

As we come up on the 1-year anniversary of our
entire way of life going into lockdown because
of COVID-19, it’s safe to say that we have been
living in dark times. And through many people
losing loved ones, losing friends, losing contact,
and losing their jobs, it’s also safe to say that
many people have, mentally, entered a really
dark place. As we’ve suffered loss, frustration,
hurt, and confusion, we all can’t help but
wonder: Where is the light at the end of the
tunnel?

This weekend we hear one of the most
famous lines in the entire Bible: ‘For God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him might not
perish but have eternal life.’ (John 3:16)
Hopefully, on this Laetare Sunday, that
ultimate sentiment of love causes us to rejoice
and brighten our shine.

In our Gospel this weeked, we hear that we
always have a light in our lives: Jesus. Jesus is

‘Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.’
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From the Diocese of Buffalo
Beginning in 2015, The Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo, N.Y., Inc.
(“Foundation”) began soliciting donations to its “Upon this Rock” (“UTR”) capital and endowment campaign.
The UTR campaign raised funds for many purposes, including soliciting funds for making essential upgrades
to classroom facilities and technology of Christ the King Seminary (“CKS”), expanding CKS’s role as a center
of retreat and religious celebration, and establishing an endowment fund for CKS. Unfortunately, in early
2020, CKS’s Board of Trustees determined that CKS would close at the end of the 2020-2021 academic
year. CKS’s closure will make it impossible for the Foundation to use the UTR funds raised for CKS for their
original intended purposes.  However, under New York law, when the original purposes for which funds are
donated become impossible to achieve, those purposes can be modified in a manner consistent with original
intent by the New York State courts. For many years, CKS provided education and formation for ordained
and lay ecclesial ministers in the Diocese of Buffalo and beyond. Accordingly, the Foundation has asked
the New York State Supreme Court for the County of Erie to approve a modification of the purposes of UTR
funds raised for CKS so that those funds can be used to support the education and formation for ordained
and lay ecclesial ministry in the Diocese of Buffalo, as determined in the discretion of the Foundation’s Board.
If you have donated to UTR and would like to be heard regarding this requested modification, you
may send a letter to: The Foundation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Buffalo, N.Y., Inc., attention Executive
Director, 795 Main Street, Buffalo, N.Y. 14203 or an email to donor.info@frcdb.org. Copies of letters or email
received by the Foundation will be provided to the Court.  You may also make a formal filing in the legal
proceeding entitled Matter of the Modification of Endowment Funds of The Foundation of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Buffalo N.Y., Inc., Erie County Index No. 814747/2020. In order for your submission to be
available for the Court’s consideration, please be sure to send any letter or email, or make any filing, no later
than Friday, April 9, 2021.

A Note From Fr. Mock...
I want to extend a warm welcome to Father Steve Jekielek as our new Pastor. Father Steve’s
appointment from Bishop Fisher will be effective on April 14. I have known Father Steve for some time,
first as a seminarian doing his Pastoral Care Summer at Mercy Hospital, and then from the Northern Erie
Vicariate meeting when I was pastor of Saint Benedict and he was Parochial Vicar at Saint Gregory the
Great and then Pastor of Saint Christopher in Tonawanda. I have always known him to be a true
gentleman in any of our conversations. I trust you will find him to be a worthy successor to Father Bryan.
Also, as we offer Father Steve a warm welcome, we say thank you and farewell to Father Martin
Gallagher. Father Martin has been appointed by Bishop Fisher as the new Pastor of Blessed Sacrament
in Tonawanda, also effective on April 14. Although Father Martin’s time at Our Lady of Charity Parish has
been brief, I know you join me in wishing him well as he takes on a new role in the Dioceses of Buffalo.
Becoming a Pastor for the first time is an exciting opportunity. May God be with you, Father Martin!
-Fr. Mock

A COVID-19 Prayer

For all who have contracted coronavirus, we pray for care and
healing. For those who are particularly vulnerable, we pray for safety
and protection. For our brothers and sisters around the world, we
pray for shared solidarity. Father, during this time may your Church
be a sign of hope, comfort and love to all. Grant peace.
Grant comfort. Grant healing. Be with us, Lord. Amen.
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4th Sunday of Lent

Our Lady of Charity Parish

The 4th Sunday of Lent
First Reading
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23
In those days, all the princes of Judah, the priests, and the people added infidelity to infidelity, practicing all the
abominations of the nations and polluting the LORD’s temple which he had consecrated in Jerusalem. Early
and often did the LORD, the God of their fathers, send his messengers to them, for he had compassion on his
people and his dwelling place. But they mocked the messengers of God, despised his warnings, and scoffed at
his prophets, until the anger of the LORD against his people was so inflamed that there was no remedy. Their
enemies burnt the house of God, tore down the walls of Jerusalem, set all its palaces afire, and destroyed all its
precious objects. Those who escaped the sword were carried captive to Babylon, where they became servants
of the king of the Chaldeans and his sons until the kingdom of the Persians came to power. All this was to fulfill
the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah: “Until the land has retrieved its lost sabbaths, during all the time it
lies waste it shall have rest while seventy years are fulfilled.” In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order to
fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD inspired King Cyrus of Persia to issue this
proclamation throughout his kingdom, both by word of mouth and in writing: “Thus says Cyrus, king of Persia:
All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD, the God of heaven, has given to me, and he has also charged me to
build him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever, therefore, among you belongs to any part of his
people, let him go up, and may his God be with him!”
The word of the Lord.
R/. Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm
Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6
R/. Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!
By the streams of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion.
On the aspens of that land we hung up our harps. R/.
For there our captors asked of us the lyrics of our songs,
And our despoilers urged us to be joyous: “Sing for us the songs of Zion!” R/.
How could we sing a song of the LORD in a foreign land?
If I forget you, Jerusalem, may my right hand be forgotten! R/.
Second Reading
Eph 2:4-10
Brothers and sisters: God, who is rich in mercy, because of the great love he had for us, even when we were
dead in our transgressions, brought us to life with Christ — by grace you have been saved —, raised us up with
him, and seated us with him in the heavens in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come. He might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of God; it is not from works, so no one may boast. For we are
his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good works that God has prepared in advance, that we should live
in them
The word of the Lord.
R/. Thanks be to God.
Gospel
Jn 3:14-21
Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. Whoever
believes in him will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe has already been condemned, because he
has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the verdict, that the light came into the world,
but people preferred darkness to light, because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things
hates the light and does not come toward the light, so that his works might not be exposed. But whoever lives
the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God.
The Gospel of the Lord.
R/. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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4th Sunday of Lent

Our Lady of Charity Parish

Disciples Stay in the Know

Remembering the
Children

Parish Transition Prayer

God, giver of every good gift, look graciously on Our
Lady of Charity parish and guide us during our time of
transition. We pray we will be saying “Welcome” to a
new Pastor soon and ask that you bless our
parish with a Priest whose presence will be a grace
both for him and for us. We are filled with faith,
energized by the power of your love and united in the
mission entrusted to us. We need your grace to be
receptive to this change and view it as an invitation to
conversion and growth. We pray this in the name of
your Son and Our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.
St. Joseph, pray for us. Our Lady of Charity, pray for us.

Harvest House Bottles for Babies Campaign
continues throughout Lent. As in past years,
parishioners are invited to take a baby bottle home,
fill it with loose change, and return it by March 20/21.
Bottle returns can be placed in the
collection basket during weekend Masses. The
monetary donations collected in the baby bottles will
benefit the baby ministry at Harvest House. Thank
you in advance for being so generous with this
ministry, especially during this global pandemic.

Social Action

Eucharistic Adoration

During this Lenten season, we will be collecting
socks for the Bishop Kmiec Food Pantry. The socks
will be included with the Easter Dinners. All NEW
socks are needed for men, women, children, and
infants. Any and all types of socks can be donated:
dress, casual or sport.
Collection boxes will be placed at the back of
St. Ambrose worship site until March 20 when they
will be delivered to the pantry. If you would like, you
may take them directly to the pantry.Thank you in
advance for your support in this endeavor.

First Friday of every month, immediately following
the 8:00am Daily Mass until 9:30am.
Come spend some time with the Lord as he is
exposed on the altar. Various devotions will be
offered, with Benediction to follow.

Discipleship Schedule
(PLEASE NOTICE UPDATED DATES)

Monday, April 19th, 6:30pm - 7:30pm
In Church or Zoom (please use code from last
meeting to log in... link found on our website)

Cook Wanted

Bishop Head House is looking for a weekend cook.
Saturdays 3 meals, and Sunday brunch only. If interested
or have questions please call Deacon Dan at the
Residence (824-4644).

Monday, May 3 , 6:30pm - 7:30pm
In Church or Zoom (please use code from last
meeting to log in... link found on our website)
rd

Temporary Administrator
Fr. Robert Mock

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Martin Gallagher
Fr.Gallagher@olcp.org

Deacons

Deacon Tim Maloney
Deacon Steve Schumer

Business Manager
Elaine Williams
E.Williams@olcp.org

Director of Music & Worship
Brian Meyer
music@olcp.org

Weekend Mass Schedule

Administrative Assistant
Diana Deck
d.deck@olcp.org

Saturday
4:00pm (St. Ambrose Site)

SBCS at NDA Principal

Sunday
8:30am (St. Ambrose Site)
10:00am (St. Ambrose Site)
11:30am (St. Ambrose Site)

Tristan D’Angelo
824-0726

Sacramental Preparation
Maureen Brown
Kathleen Mulqueen

Office Hours

Monday - Thursday, 8:30am - 4:30pm
Currently by appointment only.

Weekend/Weekday Help
Fr. Richard (Duke) Zajac
Fr. Robert (Bob) Hora

(Office will be closed 12:00pm - 12:30pm for lunch)

Friday, closed

Prayer Link
768-4022

(716) 822-5962
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Please consider remembering our parish
community in your will.

Buffalo, NY

March 13/14, 2021

Disciples Stay Active

Community Dinners

What’s Happening at NDA

• Looking for Easter Candy? Want it to be delivered
right to your door? Notre Dame Academy is
running a fundraiser and working with Fowler’s
Candy! Simply register at
register.fowlersfundraising.com and use the Code
FC100018 to sign in! Then order and pay online and
the candy will be shipped to your door!

If you are interested or would like some more information
please contact the parish office at 822-5962 or Mary Anne
at 822-1837.  Thank you!
Sponsors for the coming weeks include:
March 19: Sisters of Mercy
March 26: Liturgy Committee
April 2: Volunteers Needed (Good Friday)
April 9: St. Vincent de Paul

• The next virtual school Mass will be celebrated
by Fr. Bill Quinlivan on Wednesday, March 17th at
8:30am. Simply go to the Notre Dame Academy
Facebook page to watch!

Sacramental Prep
Information Night

Catholic Charities

THIS Monday, March 15th, 6:00pm
St. Ambrose Site
For all students and parents interested in making
their First Reconciliation (2nd Grade) and/or First
Eucharist (3rd Grade): Come and hear about the plans
for classes for both sacraments for your child.
Information for prayers, activities, and other things
you can use at home with your child will be provided.

When you are troubled, we are hope. The opioid
addiction crisis hasn’t left one corner of Western New
York untouched. To combat this serious problem that’s
plaguing our communities, Catholic Charities provides
a Chemical Dependency Treatment Program. Our
outpatient program is New York State OASAS-licensed
and seeks to treat addiction with a combination of
therapy and medicine. Your donation to the 2021
Appeal helps us continue to provide treatment for
those who are most in need. To donate or to seek
help, please call our Helpline at 716-218-1419 or visit
ccwny.org/donation. Multiply God’s goodness. For
more information about the outpatient program, visit
ccwny.org/addictionhelp. In the darkest days, we are
HOPE for All Seasons.
For more information, pamphlets and prayer
cards are available in the back of church.

20 for 20 Campaign

Final lists are in the back of church for all who
donated $240 or more. Please review your name for
mispellings, if you are missing, or if you would like it
to change how it reads on the plaque. Please call the
office (822-5962) with any changes as soon as
possible so we can get this into production.
(And there’s still time to donate and get on it!)

**PLEASE NOTE: IMPORTANT**

Good News: The restoration work at our Holy Family site is now continuing! Due to the amount of
scaffolding that will be up, the fumes from paint removal, and the repairing of the Lift-a-vator,
ALL MASSES WILL BE AT THE ST. AMBROSE SITE AT THEIR NORMAL TIMES until further
notice. Our goal is to have everything completed by Easter. Stay tuned to Facebook for updates.

Save the Dates
• Stations of the Cross •

Every Friday during Lent
6:00pm - St. Ambrose Site (Also available on Facebook and our website)
If you are interested in leading, please call the Parish Office.

• Easter Sunday •

Saturday, April 3rd (Vigil) & Sunday, April 4th
Vigil: 8:30pm (HF) 8:30am (HF), 10:00am (SA), 11:30am (HF)
Reservations REQUIRED. Sign-up on our website or call the office.
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STAY UP TO DATE:

Please pay close
attention to our parish
website and Facebook
page for all of the
events coming up for
Holy Week. All of the
information will be
printed in next
week’s bulletin.

Buffalo, NY

March 13/14, 2021

Disciples Pray Together

Mass Intentions

Pre-Baptism Session

Before your child’s Baptism, parents must virtually
attend a Pre-Baptismal instruction class. The next
session will be on Tuesday, April 6th at 6:30pm via
Zoom. Please call the office (822-5962) to
register. Parents, remember you must have letters
of recommendation from the godparents before
the Baptism date can be set.

Sat. / Sun., March 13/14 - 4th Sunday of Lent

SA • 4:00pm  
Bonnie Sturniolo (13th Anniv. Rem., req. by her family)
SA • 8:30am        
Patricia Heitzhaus (Birth. Rem., req. by her family)
SA • 10:00am
Duc Nguyen (req. by family)
SA • 11:30am        
Kevin Barrett (req. by his wife, Irene)

Virtual Bible Study

Interested in learning more about Scripture? Join
Fr. Martin every Tuesday at 9:30am on Facebook Live
for Virtual Bible Study! All are encouraged to
comment and interact with each other. Bring your
Bible, thoughts, and an open mind. All are welcome!

Mon., March 15 - Weekday in Lent

SA • 8:00am - Mr. Bill (req. by Cub Pack 120)
				

Scouts Drive-By Fish Fry

Tues., March 16 - Weekday in Lent

SA • 8:00am - People of the Parish (req. by Fr. Mock)

• WHAT: DRIVE-THRU BWs BBQ Fish Fry DINNER
(PRE-SALE ONLY). Includes: Beer battered
haddock, potato salad and coleslaw, lemon wedge,
rye bread & butter, tartar sauce, and a brownie
• WHEN: Friday, March 26, 2021
• TIME: 4:00pm - 6:30pm
• WHERE: St. Amrbose Site (Okell St. side)
• COST: $15
Mail a check into the parish office, stop by during
business hours, order right online on our parish
website via WeShare (‘Donate Online’ button), or purchase after weekend Masses March 20/21.

Wed., March 17 - St. Patrick, Bishop

SA • 8:00am - Tom Brinkworth (req. by Jimmy & Mary Ellen 		

					Coughlin)

Thurs., March 18 - Weekday in Lent

SA • 8:00am - Donna Bow (req. by Rose Choinski)
SA • 6:30pm (Vigil of St. Joseph) - Sr. Pauline Petruzzella
			
(Best Wishes, req. by the Parish Staff)

Please Pray For Our Dead

Fri., March 19 - Sol. of St. Joseph, Spouse of
the BVM and Fost Father of Jesus

Let us remember all those who have gone before us:
+Martha Alvira, +Noreen Aldrich, +Jean McCarthy,
+William McClure. May they rest in peace.

SA • 8:00am - The Safety of Law Enforcement (req. by the

					

Please Pray For Our Sick

Sat. / Sun., March 20/21 - 5th Sunday of Lent

“Master, the one you love is ill.” (John 11:1-2)
Irene Andrzejewski, Irene Barrett, Louise Beamish, Teresa
Beamish, Lillian Beyers, Ann Alvira-Buchnowski, Patricia
Cajak, Maureen Canney, Cheryl Clontz, Patricia Colern,
Caroline Dominesey, Dottie Eberle, Brigid Evans, Vara
Jones, Linda Kurcz, Madisyn Ledder, Janet Murray, Karen
O’Neill, Mary Pilon, Maryann Rigby, Sandy Riley, Jane
Rozek, Mary Sands, June Stebbins, Ruth White
Daniel Barry, Michael Beyers, Leon Bolick, Owen Chase,
Eric Crawford, Vincent Crawford, Frank Czapezyk,
Francis Davis, Larry Deskiewicz, Richard Dinnocenzo,
Paul Fitzpatrick, Jason Florea, John Godwin, Eric G.,
Trooper Joseph Gallagher, Emmett Jakubowski, Rob Karr,
Pat Kuhn, Robert Maggio, George Rodriguez, Josean
Rodriguez, The family of Coach Frank Rossi, Jeremiah
Smith, Jim Sweeney

McClain Family)

SA • 4:00pm  
Robert Senefelder (req. by the Feeley Family)
SA • 8:30am        
JoAnn Baker (req. by the McClain Family)
SA • 10:00am
Robert Mascia (req. by Carol Dixon & Family)
SA • 11:30am        
Tom (Tommy) Brinkworth (Birth. Rem., req. by Audrey Kunz)

Sanctuary Lamps

St. Ambrose Site (March 14 - 20)
Mary Langdon-Chadderdon (Birth. Rem., req. by
her mom, dad, sisters, and brothers)
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Holy Family Site (March 14 - 20)
John F. Evans (req. by Marylee & children)

Founded 1886

Focus on Healing & Strengthening
in a family setting. So they can live
safely, independently &
productively within their
home communities.

Same location as
“Norman E. Gannon & Sons”
1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

844.427.5741

823-0124

www.OCONNELL-MURPHYFUNERAL.com

WAYSIDE
FAMILY RESTAURANT
A Friendly place where
friendly people meet!
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Home Cooked Specials
Homemade Desserts
2301 S. Park Ave.

826-2279

Mineo’s South
PIZZERIA

2154 South Park Ave.
Buffalo, NY 14220

823-6228

SOUTH PARK
LIQUORS

Pools & Spas
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES
Kyle Zappia, Owner
716-824-3325

1437 Abbott Road • Lackawanna, NY 14218
EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR OF

Your Neighborhood Discount
Liquor Store
1605 South Park Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14220

(716) 822-2477

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today!
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206
3-D-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-1034

3rd Generation Family Owned and Operated Funeral Home

Pre-Plan a Traditional Funeral Today

824-6435 • 873 Abbott Rd., South Buffalo

Café for Refreshments | Spacious Viewing Chapels | Handicap Accessible
Modern Audio/Visual System | Ground Level Entrance

Direct Cremation: $625 (Funeral Home Charge)

Over 27 Years Experience
& Platinum Award Winner

Clare Shea
Hourihan
Licensed Real
Estate Agent

308-1177

APOLLO
FAMILY RESTAURANT
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Take Out Available
Open 7 days a week

423 Hopkins Street

825-9087

Lombardo
Funeral Home

Our Family Ser ving Your Family Since 1907

Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995
Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket
(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS;
may be required by cemetery)

3060 Abbott Road
(Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812

“The End of High Cost Funerals”
3-D-4-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

O’NEILLS’
AUTO
SERVICE
QUALITY & HONEST REPAIRS
Tires • Sales • Service • Repairs
New York State Inspections

1951 South Park Ave.

(716) 825-9234

Do You Need a Plumber?

PCS

plumbing
& heating

pat leary, owner

Commercial • Residential
South Buffalo Local Business

716-822-4302

full service plumbing & hvac experts

www.pcsplumbing.com

Diamonds
Gem Stones

Watches
Repairs

JEWELERS
Family Owned & Operated For
Over 50 Years
1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza, Lackawanna, N.Y.

(716) 822-1302

Grobelny Alternative
Health Care LLC
• Acupuncture
• Chiropractic Needs
3648 Seneca Street • West Seneca, NY 14224

651-9011

Robert Grobelny, Parishioner

PAUL E. VOGEL

PLUMBING & HEATING INC.
BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING
FAMILY OWNED
& OPERATED SINCE 1944

WEST SENECA, NY

823-0968

Daniel J. Leonard
Funeral Home
New Location
Brand New Facilities
Large Chapels and Parking

Dan Leonard | 827-8487
873 Abbott Rd

14-1034

