
 

 

    

    PAROCHIAL VICAR 
    Fr. Chris Emminger     Ext. 107 

             Frchrisemminger@gmail.com 
 

                DEACONS 
                                    Deacon Frank  

     Kedzielawa 

                                          773-3364 
 

          Deacon Tom Sutton: 

            329-2292 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
     Sr. Sharon Anne Radice OSF  

Ext. 103 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 

        Max Mauro   Ext#126 

  Contemporary Ensemble -  

               Patrick Johnson - 491-7049 

 

Chaplain-Roswell Park Comprehensive  

Cancer Center Office of Pastoral Care:  
845-8051 

 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
Rev. Raymond G. Corbin 

Frrayssp@gmail.com 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday~ 4:30pm (Organ/ Piano) 

Sunday~ 7:30am (Organ), 9:00am (Choir) 11:00am 

(Contemporary Ensemble) 
 

DAILY MASS 
Monday to Friday~8:00am  

*Holy Days: Check Bulletin or Website 
 

GENERATIONS IN FAITH FOR-
MATION 

E-MAIL  ssreled@ststephensgi.com 
Rebecca Cambria – Coordinator  Ext #122 

Denise Ricotta – Admin. Asst.       Ext #117 
 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP 
New parishioners can register online or 

stop at the rectory for more information.  

RECONCILIATION 
(CONFESSIONS) 
Saturday: 3:00–4:00 or anytime by  

appointment.  

Reconciliation  Room is off the daily  

Mass chapel. 

BAPTISMS 
Please call the parish  

deacons to arrange a baptism. 

Parents must be registered  

parishioners. Baptisms may be 

scheduled during any  weekend 

Masses or privately. Parents must 

attend a one-time preparation 

class which is offered monthly. 
 

Deacon Frank Kedzielawa: 

Frank@amklawyers.com  

773-3364 

Deacon Tom Sutton: 

Deacontoms2020@gmail.com             

329-2292 

A Respect Life Parish 
 

 

                 TRUSTEES 
                  Carl Walbert  773-2518 

         Richard Sander   773-3929 
      

        PARISH & CEMETERY OFFICE 
 773-7647 Opt#1 Fax 773-5792 

 

                    

          BUSINESS MANAGER 
        Karen Sweet / Ext. 104 
  businessmgr@ststephensgi.com 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS 
Sandra Beyer   Ext. 101 

Lori Lenz    Ext. 114 

Micahlena Beyer          Ext. 100 
 

PARISH SCHOOL PK3 – GR 8 
www.ststephensgi.org 773-7647 Opt#2  

Fax 773-1438 

  PRINCIPAL Lynn Ortiz     

Ext 119 ortizl@ststephensgi.org 
 

MAINTENANCE  
  Michael McNamee  Ext. 127 

 
WEDDINGS  

Arrangements must be  

made with a parish priest 

 no less than six months  

before the wedding. 

 Pre-marriage preparation is required. 
 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK  
AND HOMEBOUND 
Call the rectory to make  

arrangements for the Sacrament 

 of the Anointing of the 

 Sick or to have Holy  

Communion brought to  

the home. A Communal 

Annointing of The Sick  

is held on the last Friday of  

each month at the 8:00am Mass.  
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 First Sunday of Advent  

  

  

 

 

Sunday: Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-
19 [4]/1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37 

Monday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 4:18-
22 

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7]/Lk 
10:21-24 

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 
15:29-37 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a 
[26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. Is 
30:18d]/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 
[8]/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 

MASS INTENTIONS  

Monday,  November 30 ~St. Andrew, Apostle 

8:00am~ Stanley Ciechoski (Loving Family) 
 

Tuesday, December 1~Advent Weekday  

8:00am~ Sally Trippe (Russell & Rachel Sutherland) 
 

Wednesday, December 2~ Advent Weekday 

8:00am~Karen Coomber (Panepinto Family) 
 

Thursday, December 3~St. Francis Xavier, PRiest 

8:00am~Johanna Zakrzewski (Family) 

Lucille Emmi (Daughter, Maria Schory) 
 

Friday, December 4~Advent Weekday 

8:00am~ Wendy Piehl (St. Stephen Office) 
 

Saturday, December 5~Weekday 

4:30pm~ Robert Bors (Garey Family) 

Virginia Vitch (Niece, Rita Madia) 
 

Sunday, December 6~ First Sunday of Advent 

7:30am~Maureen Corrao (The Karnath Family) 

9:00am~Virginia Marianni (Bible Study Groups) 

Annette Lobl (Deacon Frank Kedzielawa) 

  11:00am~Edward Gingras & Family (Sister, Elaine) 

Evelyn O’Connor (The Kovacs & Cooney Families) 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTION 
You are at the eye doctor and it’s time for the peripheral vision test. You know the one. It’s where you put your head up to a con-
traption and have to click a switch every time you see a squiggly line. If you don’t concentrate and maintain optimal focus, you 
will miss them and skew the outcome of the test. You can easily find yourself with a diagnosis that really isn’t accurate! Concen-
tration and focus are key to succeeding with this evaluation. They are also key to developing a healthy, vibrant spiritual life. If we 
do not bring our full consciousness to the task, concentrate with all our might, be watchful and vigilant, we are not going to see 
God’s loving presence flashing before our eyes! 
 
That’s why we need Advent. Let’s face it. We can easily get distracted, focus on nonessential and superficial things and lose touch 
with what really matters. Our attentions wander. We daydream and even become a bit overwhelmed and tired. All of the stresses 
and demands of life consume us and we find ourselves constantly trying to play catch up rather than relishing the moment of the 
now. “Now” moments are so fleeting. They flash before us like those squiggly lines on a screen. Present moments go as quickly as 
they come but it is important to discover them and rest in them as often as we can. Though gone in a flash, these now moments of 
encounter with God teach powerful lessons and offer a grounding in truth that can be found nowhere else. It’s the grace of Advent 
to become watchful and attentive because we are never sure when God will surprise us. 
 
God loves surprises and love thrives on them! God’s now moments of surprises come as tender instants of intimate connection 
where I find profound peace, experience joy, and rest in love. These are Advent times reflective of the now moments when Christ 
first was born, when God surprises us during every time we care to watch and when the great surprise of Christ’s second coming 
dawns upon us all. But, to discover the grandeur and experience the awe of these now times, we have to be ready. We have to want 
to be there. We have to believe. And, we have to have the desire to soak in as much as we can in the time we have before us.  

 

 
As we enter this season of Advent, please consider the following excerpt from Saint 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta’s February 3, 1994 address at the National Prayer Breakfast: 
 
“And God loved the world so much that He gave His Son – It was a giving.  God gave 
His son to the Virgin Mary, and what did she do with Him?  As soon as Jesus came into 
Mary’s life, immediately she went in haste to give that good news.  And as she came 
into the house of her cousin, Elizabeth, Scripture tells us that the unborn child – the 
child in the womb of Elizabeth – leapt with joy.  While still in the womb of Mary, Jesus 
brought peace to John the Baptist who leapt for joy in the womb of Elizabeth.  The un-
born was the first one to proclaim the coming of Christ.”  
 
Please join us on Tuesday, December 8th, from 9 PM to midnight for our annual Na-
tional Night of Prayer for Life.  Let us bow down in unison across the nation before the 
Blessed Sacrament in Adoration and Reparation for our sins against the lives of our 
innocent unborn and helpless.  Please consider signing up in the narthex for a time slot.  
(You are also most welcome to participate even if you have not signed up!) 

NEWS 
Respect Life Committee meets every 3rd Wednesday of the month at  
7 PM. Questions? Call Mark or Kathy (773-5726).  (Our meetings 
are suspended until our church is again open for meetings.) 

Ann Hegarty † Lou Macro † Kevin Beyer Jr. † Pat Fitzgerald, † Nina Leskin 

Megan Johnson Brett Lombardo †  Richard Pyc † Linda, Lisa ,Jacinta & Gianna 

Morinello † Frank Costanzo † Bethany Dzielski †  Olga Demicke † Bill Ortiz †  

Fr. Dan Fiebelkorn † Eveylen Strobel †Brian Fitzpatrick † Sandy Caffery †  

Dorothy Jourdain † Bill Appenzeller † Deanna N. Pavone † Denise N. Baker † Dorothy Lew † Don Bartus † Francis Roman  

And the Deceased……. 



 

  

29 November 2020 

 

GENERATIONS IN  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hat!  Scarves!  Gloves!  The sun is shining but we know 
that the colder air is coming – a tree has been placed in 
the Narthax to collect cold weather gear so please bring 
in new hats, scarves and gloves for those less fortunate 
and facing the elements on a daily basis.  These donations 
will be given to Hearts for the Homeless. 
 
Christmas Drive – Donation bins will be placed in the 
Narthax December 1-13 for donations of new toys and 
clothing.  These will be given to parishioner Annie Carl-
son for St. Patrick’s Pantry.  If you would like more ways 
to help less fortunate families in this Holiday Season, 
please contact the Faith Formation Office. 
 
Prepare ye the Way!  Advent Wreath Making Kits will be 
available for pickup after  Mass this weekend.  The kit 
includes candles, ribbons, brass ring, tray, greens, Advent 
wreath blessing and prayers.  Free will offering is accept-
ed and kits will be available on a first come first served 
basis. 
 

SCHOOL NEWS 

 
Meeting - The next prescheduled, monthly meeting 
(for officers and key members only) is on Sunday, 
December 13, in the Community Room (Library), 
following the 9:00 a.m. Mass.    
 
Membership - The official membership campaign 
will conclude in December.  However, renewals and 
new memberships will be accepted through calendar 
year 2021.  Please forward your $10 dues with 
name, address, email address, and phone number to 
the Holy Name Society, through the weekly collec-
tion or the rectory office. 

Of St. Stephen Parish 

 
As part of the Pre-4 STREAM activity, this 
week they read the book Turkey Trouble. The 

children made turkey traps and different outfits to disguise a 
turkey. 
The 5th graders are learning about the Earth and its four 
spheres.  They're learning how they all interact to make life 
possible here on Earth and have just finished an exercise 
that had them redesign a rainforest exhibit at the zoo.  The 
exhibit is for a new animal and the students needed to ex-
plain what changes to the "environment" would be needed 
for the additional animal and how these changes would af-
fect the other inhabitants of this rainforest.  The 6th graders 
are working on understanding the weather and will be build-
ing a rain gauge and possibly a barometer to help them keep 
track of and predict the weather between now and the end of 
November.  They are learning that there are a lot of condi-
tions that can cause our weather to change, so they should 
have a better appreciation of how hard the meteorologists 
work on their daily forecasts.  The 7th grade just finished up 
their unit on energy, and are now working on understanding 
how thermal energy, temperature, and heat are related in 
scientific terms.  The 8th grade is studying how scientists 
study populations, including human populations 
(demography), before we start studying cells and how these 
building blocks of life can be single-celled organisms or be-
come organized into much more complex multi-celled or-
ganisms, like humans.  All our students are working very 
hard to follow the guidelines to help control COVID, wear-
ing masks, and social distancing.  They are all hoping that 
we can continue to teach in person, just like their teachers. 

We are proud to announce the following  
Canisus High School students that have 
achieved the honor roll for the first marking 
period: Anthony Buscaglia (Gr. 12) & Marek 
Eddy (Gr. 12)` 

Annual 8th Grade  
Wreath & Poinsettia Sale 
Order by Monday November  30th. 
Curbside pick up Monday, December 7th 4-7pm 
For order sheet go to  
www.dickandjennysny.com/st-stephens-order-sheet  
 
Call Jen (435-9026) or Richard (803-3572) with questions  
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 

In the Unexpected 
 
“What could happen next?” How many times have you asked yourself that question in the past year? 
Though we most often use that expression when things don’t seem to be going our way, this year it has 
been an expression of the constant changes to our world which the COVID-19 pandemic has wrought. But 
we might use the same expression to explain our feelings of being overwhelmed by blessings and good 
things, when the stars seem to align just right. 
 
No matter what, we can say with certainty that tomorrow will not go exactly as we envisioned. Our lives 
are influenced by so many factors and the world around us is increasingly complex. Rather than be surprised 
by the unexpected, maybe we should expect the unexpected. 
 
Living in this manner causes us to cherish more deeply the gifts we have been given. It helps us to live in 
the present and become mindful of those around us. Our relationships deepen. Our sense of responsibility 
builds. Our stewardship way of life finds new meaning and purpose. 
 
This Advent will not be the same experience as last Advent. It remains to be seen what the coming days and 
weeks have in store for each of us. However, no matter what happens, Jesus Christ is there to welcome us to 
the unexpected. He will celebrate with us in joy and he will even feel our pain. You can count on the unex-
pected, but you can also count on Him to be there with you. He is now and forever, Emmanuel, “God with 
us.” He is the expected in all things unexpected. 

Why Do We Do That? Catholic Life Explained:   

Question: When we say the Penitential Act at Mass, why do we strike our chest three times? 
 
Answer: 
Our rituals and liturgical celebrations are filled with a variety of symbols, some of which also relate to 
our gestures and physical postures (e.g. kneeling, sitting, processing, making the Sign of the Cross). 
The custom of striking our breast three times during the “I Confess” of the Penitential Act of the Mass 
is one of those gestures that is loaded with symbolism. 
The tradition of Christian’s striking the breast (above the heart) is rooted in the image of Sacred Scrip-
ture, especially texts like Psalm 51 which speak of a “humbled contrite heart” or how God heals broken 

hearts, binding up our wounds (see Psalm 147:3). Early Christian writers like Saint Augustine of Hippo and Saint Jerome also refer 
to this custom in their writings. 
Ultimately, this practice is an expression of our sorrow for those times when we have been guilty of faults and a sign that we are 
willing to take responsibility for our sins and failings. That we all perform this gesture together is also an act of solidarity, recogniz-
ing that none of us, regardless of where we are on our journey of faith, is without fault and the need for grace and forgiveness 

Sandro Botticelli (Detail) 

 

Advent Wreath Prayer  
Light the first candle and say: 
 
(Isaiah 9:1-2) 
 

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light! God of com-
passion, be with us in these long and dark days as we await the birth of 
your son Jesus. Amen  
 
 
If your children are old enough, allow them to take turns lighting the candles on the 
wreath. Little children may blow them out.  
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    Holy Name News 

Pick one food item (two items or more if you would like), to place in the reusable food bag each week and bring 

the bag back to St. Stephen church the week of Sunday, December 20, 2020. Thank you for your generosi-

ty in helping your Grand Island neighbors who find themselves in need. May God Bless you and your families. 

Merry Christmas! Bags are available in the Narthex. 

*To Benefit The Neighbors Foundation of Grand Island   

 

This Advent,  
Why Not Try a 

WEEK 1- November 29th  

* Box of Pasta  

* Canned Vegetables 

* Gravy 

* Canned Fruit 

 

REVERSE CALENDAR 

Mrs. Corsini has been hard at work 
with our kids during art! 
(24 cards have been selected by the 
printing company  
from k-8th grade) 
24 different cards for $12.00 
Show your St. Stephens support 
this Christmas season with buying 
our cards. 
 Contact the office at  
(716)773-4347 or 
 Lauren Krebs (716)572-5910 

As you can imagine, there is a great request for Mass  
Intentions on Christmas and they cannot all be accommodated. 
Therefore, we will not assign a single intention for each Mass.; 

Rather, we open the all the Masses for the intentions you  
request. Please return the form below if you would like your  

intention included. All intentions will be published in the  
bulletin. All seven Vigil and Christmas Day masses will be  

offered for the intentions submitted as well as the following 8 
days of the Christmas Novena. 

Detach & return to rectory of drop in collection by  
December 16th  

 
My intentions to be included in all 7 Christmas Masses & 
8 days of the novena are: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Requested by 
 
 
 
Offering (if desired) 



2140 Grand Island Blvd.
775-1138

GREAT PLACE TO WORK & SHOP!

James E. Grace
Funeral Home

335 Ontario St. • Buffalo
877-5079

2271 Grand Island Blvd. • Grand Island

775-3400
www.islandpediatrics.com

 THE BEACH HOUSE
 RESTAURANT
 • Dinner Specials • Lunch Specials
 • Children’s Menu • Late Night Snacks
 • Our Famous Fish Fry is served each
 Wed., Thurs. & Fri. from 11 am
 5584 E. River Rd. 773-7119

 4-D-5-3 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1041

Garage Doors • Service & Repair • Free Estimates
232 Sawyer Ave. • Tonawanda

895-9245
www.adamsdoorcompany.com

LACROSS
MONUMENTS

2609 GENESEE ST. • 896-4654

MONUMENTS • MARKERS
GRANITE VASES  • CEMETERY LETTERING

STATUARY • PLAQUES
GRANITE BENCHES

SHRINES • WALKWAYS

FRONTIER GLASS
Auto • Home • Business
Fast Insurance Claims

1676 Niagara Falls Blvd.
835-4402

z

Island Owned & Operated
Parishioner

Eyecare
1-800-309-2020

Accepting New Patients
www.fichte.com

Get the ‘Best’ because we fix the rest!

In Business
over 65 Years

716.692.4517

Insured 
and licensed 
Quality
work warranty

Award 
winning projects

Roofing
Siding

Windows
Additions

Remodeling
Builders








Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
CReeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

 Just Right
 heating  & cooling
 Joel Suppa
 Call 773-HVAC-HVAC
 call or text 863-2148
	 1879	whitehaven	rd	#130
	 grand	island,	ny	14072
 joel@justrightgi.com

Book your 
appointment
 to see better 

today!

Try on 
frames at 

home with our 
online eyeglass 

gallery!

Dr. Adrienne Manzo Cassata
1780 Grand Island Blvd.

Eye Care for the Entire Family!
• Routine and Medical eye exams 
 for patients of all ages
• Eyeglasses and contact lenses
• The latest lines of sunglasses
• Frames for every budget
• Anti-fog options for lenses
• Accepting most insurance plans

775-2220 • GiFamilyEyecare.com

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

This Space 
is Available



 Kaiser Funeral Home
 1950 Whitehaven Road
 Medicaid Trust Accounts • Pre-Need Consultation

Ross A. Kaiser

773-3433

Piatek Insurance Agency Inc.

 
 Bob Piatek
 LUTCF, Agent
 37 Year Parishioner

1837 Whitehaven Road
773-2300

piatekinsurance.com

 4-D-5-3 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-1041

 773-4861 SALES@SAMLONGS
LANDSCAPING.COM

“Here’s 
something 

to smile 
about!”

1771 Love Road • 775-0333
www.saycheesepizza.com

 

“Enjoy the Experience of Grand Islands Finest”
Tops Plaza

2156 Grand Island Blvd. • Grand Island, NY
773-WINE (9463)

www.AcetisWineandSpirits.com

Hours:
Monday-Saturday:

9:00am-10:00pm
Sunday:

Noon-9:00pm

DOUBLE D
CONSTRUCTION

Licensed Plumbing
SEWER CLEANING

SEWER,
WATER LINES &

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
Installed or Repaired

773-1642
Owned & Operated By 

Dan Drexelius

Call Linda to buy
or sell your
Island Home!

Linda M Kutzbach
Licensed RE Associate Broker

www.LindasIslandOfHomes.com

 628-1719
 Direct
 773-2573
	 Office
 Parishioner
 Each Office Independently
 owned and operated

MARTY’S TOWING
1741 Baseline Rd., Grand Island

Auto Repairs • Towing
Road Service • Recovery • Collision

773-3515
24 Hours • 7 Days a Week

Niagara Monuments 
Works

Monuments - Statues  
Markers - Bronze Markers

Low Discount Prices
Largest showroom in WNY

M-F 9-5; Sat 10-2

4801 Hyde Park Blvd, Niag. Falls

285-4318

Gross Plumbing & Heating
 John Gross Master Plumber 255-0554 • Jonathan Gross 545-7719

Sewer Cleaning, Excavation, Waterproofing,
Hot Water Tanks, Remodeling, 7 Day a week service

Serving Niagara & Erie County for over 50 years • 2104 Niagara St., Niagara Falls 

Pain Relief & Wellness for Life

 A PERSONALIZED APPROACH
 TO YOUR WELL-BEING

Niagara Falls • 284-4474 
Enrico Frosolone - PT/ATC • Mark Nearhood - PT/DPT

716-297-1644
www.dentalcareassociates.com

PROVIDING THE BEST 
REHAB SERVICES.
SO YOU CAN GET HOME, FASTER
After surgery, you need the right place 
for short-term rehab.

2850 Grand Island Blvd. • 773-5900

Busch Floor Company
“First Class Service and Quality Since 1923”

Wall to Wall Carpeting • Tile • Linoleum
Ceramic • Hardwood • Laminate • Blinds

Commercial • Residential

2727 Elmwood Avenue • Kenmore, NY 14217
875-2602Parishioner

CHRISTINE  A. LEARMAN,
CPA , PC

1763 Baseline Rd., Ste. 110
Grand Island, NY 14072

773-7265
www.chrislearmancpa.com

RICHARDSON 
AUTO REPAIR

8652 Buffalo Avenue
Niagara Falls, NY 14304

283-2765
www.richardsonautorepair.com


